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Notes for PowerPoint slides: 
Swindon Schools of Sanctuary Show Your Heart Week of Welcome Information and Ideas Pack 

Page 2:
Play a section of the music as all enter the hall / classroom or to open the assembly (it is more than 4 minutes long). Ask them to think about the questions posed and briefly feedback their or your thoughts and impressions.
Page 3:
If appropriate, and you feel comfortable to do so, share examples from your own family and friends of people who have migrated from different countries. Also point out that homo-sapiens originated in East Africa so if you go far enough back we all have stories of migration in our ancestry.
Page 4:
Explain that there are many reasons that people move countries. Lots of people make a choice to move: it could be to find work, to study or to start a new job. It may be that they want a better way of life or to be closer to friends or family. However, many people are forced to move to to escape problems such as war, persecution or disasters. Over the centuries many individuals and groups of people have come to the United Kingdom for reasons such as these. Important to mention here: People who are Seeking Sanctuary make up a tiny minority of the UK’s population. The UK is home to approx. 1% of the 26.4 million refugees, forcibly displaced across the world. (source: Refugee Council The truth about asylum - Refugee Council) People who are seeking sanctuary or safety from danger are often called ‘refugees’ and they are looking for a safe country to rebuild their lives.  Important to mention about language here: ‘People Seeking Sanctuary’ is the term preferred by City of Sanctuary in recognition of the dehumanising rhetoric which can occur when referring to people by their immigration status and to be more inclusive of all those who are forced to migrate and seek safety and welcome, including - but not limited to - those who are refugees and seeking asylum.
Page 5:
Introduce the Show Your Heart Campaign: SHOW YOUR HEART is a simple, yet powerful campaign, led by the Together With Refugees coalition, inviting all people across the UK to share messages of welcome, support and hope for people seeking sanctuary. This November, is Swindon City of Sanctuary’s Show Your Heart Month of Welcome, all of us across the town can join together to show how welcoming, kind and inclusive we are in Swindon.
Page 9:
Explain that there are many examples of people seeking sanctuary who have gone on to make important contributions in the countries and communities where they’ve settled - in their new homes. This should be celebrated but the reason that we should welcome and support people seeking sanctuary is not because of what they can bring to our country but because we have a legal, moral and humanitarian obligation.  This is a  good opportunity to draw parallels with the values of your school. Reinforce the basic moral and human response to anyone in need with this simple statement on this slide.
Page 10:
Our Swindon messages of welcome on orange hearts will show:
· we support people who are forced to flee their homes
· we want people to be able to seek safety in our country, no matter how they have arrived here
· we want people to live in dignity and safety here while they wait for the decision granting them protection and giving them Leave to Remain in our country
· we welcome people into our communities and show them that they belong here so they can re-build their lives in safety and become involved in their new communities
Page 16:
Use the full written text of the poem.  Available on a separate Word doc but also here:
Twenty Welcomes
Welcome refuses borders; it is sunlight 
Witamy w naszym miescie; Bem Vindo!
Our pattern of parks – GWR, Queen’s, 
Town Gardens; an invitation to friendship
Along Brunel’s famous tracks to Swindon.
It is a promise, promesse, oposhy, 
Agape mou!  A kiss for your cheek; 
A warm bluey-green sphere filled with welcome.

But, why should we welcome you? 
Offer warm blankets of friendship? 
Welcome you from anywhere,
Any country, any place?
Marhabaan, Sastriakal, 
Mauya, Borha muray!

Because I am human*, you are human
We can share this great world together!

* a reference from the poem, “I’m Human” by Malka al-Haddad 

Composed by the twenty young people, from East Wichel Primary School, Drove Primary School, The Commonweal School, Lydiard Park Academy and Royal Wootton Bassett Academy, who participated in the Twenty Welcomes Performance Poetry Project in June 2018, to mark the twentieth anniversary of Refugee Week.
Facilitated and shaped into a sonnet-style by Swindon poet, Hilda Sheehan.


Page 17:
(https://wetransfer.com) to info@swindon.cityofsanctuary.org
* by sending us your photo, you consent that any person shown in the image has given explicit consent for their image to be shared with us. You also consent to the image being shared and reproduced for public display eg. displayed online, shared on social media platforms, shared with local and national media, and presented on public display


Cristina Bennett
Swindon City of Sanctuary
November 2021
With thanks to: 
· Norfolk School of Sanctuary for ideas on slides 2,3,and 4
· Together With Refugees for some of the photos
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