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Colouring Book - Refugee Week 2020

Refugee Week is a festival that has been happening in the UK every year since 1998. For 
one week in June, the festival brings people together to watch and enjoy shows by 
artistic performers from all over the world who now live in the UK.  Many of these 
people had to leave their home countries because their lives were in danger. This year, 
Refugee Week runs from 15th – 21st June, and the theme is, ‘Imagine’.  There’s more 
about this at refugeeweek.org.uk.

About Refugee Week

Swindon City of Sanctuary is part of a network of over 100 villages, towns, and cities 
across the UK.  Every City of Sanctuary works to make their communities places of 
welcome and safety for everyone who lives there, especially people who have had to 
leave their home countries because their lives were in danger.  Swindon City of 
Sanctuary is proud to celebrate everything that makes our town a welcoming, safe, and 
friendly place to live. To find out more, take a look at swindon.cityofsanctuary.org.

About Swindon City of Sanctuary

Bekah Grace is an illustrator who loves making drawings for children. She studied Art 
and Psychology at the University of Wisconsin La Crosse, and then moved to the UK. 
She lives in Swindon with her husband, and volunteers with Swindon City of 
Sanctuary and The Harbour Project. To see more of her art, to ask her to draw 
something for you, or just to say hello, go to bekahgrace.co.uk.

About Bekah Grace Illustration

The Imagine Colouring Book was created by Swindon City of Sanctuary and Bekah 
Grace Illustration to celebrate Refugee Week 2020. A small number of these books have 
been printed specially for some young people in Swindon, but the Imagine Colouring 
Book can be downloaded and printed by young people across the UK and the world. 

About This Book

This book is for young people who want to celebrate being part of a community of 
people with di�erent pasts. It is for young people who want to imagine and create a 
shared future of understanding, respect, and fairness. Most of all, it is for young people 
like you. This is more than just a colouring book - it is a spark for imagination.

Have fun imagining, colouring, and drawing!
- Bekah Grace and all the team at Swindon City of Sanctuary



Competition Categories - Refugee Week 2020

COMPETITIONS

- You can only enter the competition if you live or go to school in 
Swindon. Feel free to start your own competition where you live 
if you want!

- Pictures entered into the competition will be judged in three 
age groups: 2-6 years old, 7-11, and 12-16.

- Only one picture allowed per category, so choose carefully!If 
you submit more than one for the same category, we will only 
look at the first one you send us.

- The Co-op Community Fund has kindly paid for prizes for the 
winners in each category - go to the website above to find out 
what they are!

Category 1: Send us your best colouring.
Pick one of the illustrations and colour it in as well as you can. You can colour inside 
the lines, or pretend there are no lines. You can colour things how they are in real life, 
or you can switch everything around. It’s up to you to imagine how things should be!

Category 2: Send us your best bear outfit.
Go to the page with the bear and its clothes, colour them however you want, and cut 
everything out. Send us a picture of your bear with its clothes hooked on to it. Is it a 
boy or a girl? Don’t forget to tell us its name! Bonus points if you draw and cut out your 
own bear clothes.

Category 3: Send us your best t-shirt design.
Go to the “Create A T-Shirt” page, and think about something that would look cool to 
have on a t-shirt that you would wear.  Draw it, colour it, then send us a photo of your 
unique design. You can imagine whatever you want on the t-shirt. Have fun!

Category 4: Send us your best drawing from scratch.
On one of the empty pages toward the end of this book, use your imagination and 
create a drawing from scratch. The pages may look empty at first, but you can fill them 
with all the colour and life you want. We can’t wait to see your creations!

How to enter:
Go to our website at: swindon.cityofsanctuary.org/imagine-competition to send us 
your pictures. You can enter the competition until 5pm on Sunday 28th of June, 2020. 
We’ll email you if you win, and then we’ll announce the winners on our website, 
Facebook and Twitter pages.

The rules:



Imagine what a dragon might look like - does it have spots, stripes, or 
scales? Is it blue, red, or all the colours of the rainbow? Is its treasure 
gold or silver?

Dragon S’mores



Right now people are waiting in very long queues to get into the 
supermarket. Why don’t you write on the building the thing you 
would wait in line for? It could be school, the cinema, or anything 
you can imagine. 

Waiting In Line



Some children dream about aliens and spaceships, and things 
that are far away. What do you dream about? Why don’t you 
colour in this bedroom so it looks like yours?

In Your Dreams



Artist Nicky-Ann Walker made the t-shirt on the left in 2018 to 
celebrate 20 years of Refugee Week. What design would you put 
on the other t-shirt, to celebrate this year’s theme of “Imagine”?

Create A T-Shirt - Artwork by Nicky-Ann Walker



Have you ever wondered what it would be like to climb up a ladder 
into the sky? Imagine what might be up there. Why don’t you 
draw what you might find above the clouds?

Above The Clouds



On this wall in Swindon, by the Wyvern Theatre, there is a big 
mural called “My Town, My World”. If you were going to repaint 
the mural, what would it be like? Draw what you imagine below.

My Town, My World



When it gets hot outside, lots of people like to get ice cream. Do 
you have a favourite kind of ice cream? Why don’t you write your 
favourite flavours on the board, and colour them on the cone.

Time For Ice Cream



Look at all the animals in the picture, from the tiny fish to the 
huge elephant. What is your favourite animal? Imagine what it 
looks like. Why don’t you draw yourself with any animal you want?

Your Favourite Animal



These are the houses I see across the road when I look out of my 
window. What do you see when you look out of your window? Try 
drawing what you see in your own style in the space below.

From My Window



This is a magical river where anything you imagine comes true. 
You could draw flowers on the hills, or your friends playing by the 
water. Who is in the boat? 

The River Of Imagination



Look at these sleepy pandas, arranged into a pattern. Most pandas 
are black and white, but these ones could be special pandas. What 
colour do you imagine they are?

If you want, there is some space on the next page for you to create 
your own pattern.

Panda Pattern



The empty box below is the perfect place for you to make your own 
pattern, just like the pandas on the last page. You could draw your 
family, or your favourite animal, or things from your favourite sport. 

The box looks very boring right now, but you can use your 
imagination to fill it with colour and life!

Make Your Own Pattern!



What do you imagine is inside the window of this house? Think 
about what would make you feel welcome there. You can add 
more messages of welcome and thanks, in any language you want!

Window of Welcome

Thank you
NHS

Welcome, هښ ,كب الهأ, 
Bienvenido, ကြိုဆိုပါတယ်,  تسالغار 



This is an art gallery, where people stop to look at pictures other 
people made - but this one has no pictures yet! Why don’t you 
draw your own art in the frames?

A Trip To The Art Gallery



Life can get busy sometimes, and taking time to colour in 
something quite complicated can help you relax. Why don’t you 
colour this pattern in and see how relaxed you feel?

Welcome Is A Promise



This is your new friend, the bear. What is it called? You can cut out 
the bear and the clothes. Then you can put the clothes on the bear. 
The next page is blank, so you can draw more bear clothes!

The Bare Bear



Draw your bear clothes here and then you can cut them out! 



If you use your imagination, you don’t even need a picture to colour 
in. Why don’t you make up your own on the next three pages?



Draw whatever you want!



Use your imagination!



Fill the page!



Contributions and influences to this book

T H A N K  Y O U
We are grateful to the Co-op Local Community Fund for covering the cost of printing 
copies of this book for a small number of young people seeking sanctuary in Swindon, 
as well as supplying the prizes for the competitions relating to this book.

Co-op Local Community Fund

We are grateful to Nicky-Ann Walker for allowing us to use her illustration from 
Refugee Week 2018 as part of our “Create A T-Shirt” page in this book.

Nicky-Ann Walker

We also want to mention Hilda Sheehan and the twenty young people from schools in 
Swindon who contributed to the “Twenty Welcomes” poem for Refugee Week 2018, 
from which we borrowed the phrase for our page “Welcome Is A Promise”.

Hilda Sheehan & the twenty young people

As with all our work, this project would not have been possible without our amazing 
partners and generous funders. We love doing these things, so we are very thankful.

All other partners and funders of Swindon City of Sanctuary

We want to mention these individuals and groups, who were all part of putting 
together the “My Town, My World” mural which is near the Wyvern Theatre in 
Swindon and which we used as inspiration for one page of this book.

Martin Travers, Peter Cowdy, Artsite & Swindon Climate Action Network

We are grateful to Wiltshire-based company Artway for supporting our cause by giving 
us an excellent deal on the art supplies which are the main competition prize.

Artway


