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A Great Start to Welcome and Inclusion in Swindon Schools 

Since our launch in January 2018, a lot of incredible insight, innovation 

and commitment has been shown in all the brilliant projects and 

curriculum initiatives that many schools have begun for introducing the 

Schools of Sanctuary principles of Learn, Embed and Share into our 

school communities.   

As we move through the second half of our first year, it’s a good time to:  

• reflect on our fabulous achievements;  

• consolidate our curriculum initiatives; 

• plan some clear directions which will continue our work together. 

What follows is a round-up of our fabulous achievements towards putting 

Swindon on the national Schools of Sanctuary map. 

 



 
 
 

 
 

The Commonweal School 

Since 2016, Commonweal School has been the hub-centre of Swindon Schools’ Global Learning Programme 

Network.  In continuing their community commitment to global learning, Commonweal School pledges 

support to City of Sanctuary with access to rooms for our Schools of Sanctuary meetings and workshops.  

Commonweal’s generosity enables our Schools of Sanctuary work to flourish; this is a fantastic resource for 

us. Our thanks go to all staff who have made, and continue to make, this possible.   

The themes of human rights and social justice have a strong, sustainable presence in Commonweal’s KS3&4 

curriculum – especially in Social Science.  Therefore, Social Science teachers had no difficulty gathering 

together a small group of Year 7 students who keenly embraced the chance to get involved in the Twenty 

Welcomes Performance Poetry Project.  An imaginative joint schools’ project to celebrate the twentieth 

anniversary of Refugee Week 2018, funded by South Swindon Parish Council. The Twenty Welcomes 

Performance Poetry Project was a short, three-day project working with a local poet to create a message 

of welcome for all people in Swindon.  The process of shaping and making the poem was captured by a 

local film-maker and made into a short 15-minute documentary-style film.  A screening of this thought-

provoking film showing the power of young people’s thoughts and ideas is planned for early December.  

More details about the Twenty Welcomes Performance Poetry Project can be found at the end of this 

Newsletter.  

During 2018-2019, we look forward to hearing more about future Global Learning projects and curriculum 

initiatives in Commonweal School, which embrace the themes of welcome and inclusion and challenge 

misconceptions and prejudices about migration.  

Drove Primary School 

Drove Primary School launched their School of Sanctuary work with a whole-school initiative for Refugee 
Week (18th-24th June) which will become part of the mainstream curriculum and school life. 
 
Staff created Schemes of Work (SoWs) for their year groups based around a selection of fiction and non-
fiction books about sanctuary; this led to a range of projects and activities happening across the school 
throughout Refugee Week.  The week began with an inspiring assembly by Fidelma Meehan from 
C.Change-Empowerment and  international humanitarian charity Save the Children. Through the power of 
storytelling, Fidelma animated the simple message, “There’s power in our unity”.  Not only a perfect 
beginning to Drove Primary School’s Refugee Week focuses emphasising a “Shared Future”, but also a 
strong grounding for the school to begin their journey towards gaining School of Sanctuary status.  The 
vivid symbolism in the story, brought to life with such energy and expression by Fidelma, will no doubt stay 
with the children for a long time.  It’ll be fascinating to see how the children and their teachers use and 
develop their interpretations in the years ahead. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

The Schemes of Work  
To follow on from the assembly, each year group team based a week’s SoW around a book: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
All book titles and the SoWs, following review, will be built into the school’s values-based curriculum and 
available via the Swindon City of Sanctuary website later in the year. 
 
As part of Year 4’s, work on Francesca Sanna’s The Journey, Shiyar, a 
local, recently arrived sanctuary seeker, agreed to go and talk to some 
of the children about his journey, and about what ‘welcome’ looks and 
feels like in Swindon.  
 
The children’s curiosity and concern about Shiyar’s experience had 
such an impact on them, they couldn’t stop asking questions about 
his journey – leaving no time to talk about ‘welcome’.   
 
Shiyar was comfortable in telling the children about his journey - knowing that it will help children 
understand the difficulties experienced by sanctuary seekers.  We are extremely grateful to him, and all our 
other Harbour Friends, who so readily feel able to share their stories with us.   
 
We understand it is never easy for our friends to tell of experiences of their different pasts – many 
memories of which are so recent, and which inevitably uncover experiences that are hard to deal with.  
Hence, as a group, the Swindon schools involved in developing Schools of Sanctuary will continue to work 
closely with our Harbour Friends to focus sensitively on ways that take us all beyond the emotional traumas 
of sanctuary seekers’ lived-experience stories, and enable learners to see the people behind and beyond 
their past stories, and into their lives in a new shared future.    
 
 
 
 

Nursery - Paddington 
Reception & Year 5 –  

Refugees and Migrants  

Year 1 – Ali’s Story 

Years 2 & 4  – The Journey 

Year 3 – The Silence Seeker Year 6 – Malala Yousafzai, 

Warrior With Words 



 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
The Art Project 
 
To bring all the learning together from throughout the week, Drove Primary School’s lead teachers for 
values learning, Swindon City of Sanctuary’s Schools Lead Volunteer, local artists and local sanctuary 
seekers, planned how the whole school could be involved in preparing and mounting a giant mural telling a 
story of the children’s learning, to be displayed in the school’s foyer.  This amazing art project was 
organised, run and facilitated by local artists Rachel Pryor and Nicky-Ann Walker who lead weekly art 
sessions at The Harbour Project.  They involved some Harbour Project Art Group members in the design 
ideas and painting of the background and in participating in whole day school activity during Refugee 
Week.  Although this was difficult to orchestrate, it was a truly valuable and inclusive experience for all 
involved. 
 

A quick summary, below, of our unique project shows the incredible inclusive value of people working 

together. Our art project:  

• engaged local artists with a local school 

• began building a broader relationship with local sanctuary seekers (Harbour Friends) on a human 

level through ‘skills and qualities’ rather than through ‘labels’ 

• engaged local sanctuary-seeker artists in contributing to the design and backdrop of the art work 

which was then added to by Drove Primary School children and their teachers and teaching 

assistants from all year groups 

• tells a number of stories:  

o of individuals’ journeys to safety 

o of discoveries to understand the experiences of sanctuary-seekers 

o of concerns and worries of problems and solutions 

o of hope  

• will raise talking points and questions which are often difficult to broach and awkward to ask 

• will serve as a learning resource for staff, children and parents within the school community and 

beyond. 

We look forward to sharing this great learning resource in our Schools of Sanctuary work across Swindon to 

“…educate children and teachers (and the whole school community including families) about the human 

right to sanctuary… (and to consider our responsibility to) …create a safe environment that includes 

everybody in a school, regardless of where people come from or what they look like.” 

(www.schools.cityofsanctuary.org ; my italics) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.schools.cityofsanctuary.org/


 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drove Primary School mural and detail  The Journey to Safety and Welcome 

From left:  Lucy Bailey, Teacher; Nicky-Ann Walker, Artist; Rachel Pryor, Artist. 

Ngawang Lektso, Multi-media Artist and Harbour Friend, 

piecing together the foam-board background created by 

The Harbour Project Art Group 



 
 
 

 
 

East Wichel Primary School 

A school recently joining our network is East Wichel 

Primary School, whose participation in the Twenty 

Welcomes Performance Poetry Project was fantastic.   

The four Year 4 students (three of whom are pictured here) 

were the youngest of our group and perhaps the most 

assured in their explorations of the meaning of ‘welcome’.  

The children were joined by one of their Teaching Assistants.  This has been a great introduction to East 

Wichel Primary School’s future School of Sanctuary work; we look forward to working together during 2018-

2019. 

 

Goddard Park Primary School 

Goddard Park Primary School is a vibrant and culturally diverse school which has global learning at the 

heart of many of their curriculum developments.  Their PSHE curriculum is therefore world-aware and 

focused on community cohesion through human rights and social justice.   

Since the Launch of Swindon Schools of Sanctuary in January 2018, the two teachers actively involved in 

global learning across the school (who are also key members of our Schools of Sanctuary Advisory Group) 

have been developing and extending the whole-school ethos of ‘welcome and inclusion’ through their 

Global Leaders initiative in KS2.   

In the Summer Term, there were Global Leaders in each Year 5 class; their main role: to welcome new 

children into the school, be their mentors and show them the places of safety around the school using the 

Global Leaders’ specially devised map.  Again, during the Summer Term, the Global Leaders were busy in 

their new role, not only meeting, greeting and ‘buddying’ new children to welcome them to their school 

community (many of whom have come from other countries across the world; some of whom are from 

sanctuary seeking families), but also leading assemblies about who they are, what they do and why they’re 

there.  This small team of Global Leaders has been completely committed to their responsibilities and, 

throughout 2018-2019, they plan to continue developing their role by creating a special SoW and by 

training future Global Leaders.   

We’re looking forward to catching up with these fantastic Global Leaders (now in Year 6 – who meet weekly 

at their lunchtime club) to tell us about the importance of their role and the impact it’s been having.   

 

Holy Family RC Primary School 

Another school new to our network is Holy Family Primary School.  We are excited about, and looking 

forward to, working together during 2018-2019, to build a welcoming and inclusive sustainable relationship 

between our Harbour Friends and the whole school community at Holy Family School.  

 

 



 
 
 

 
 

Lawn Manor Academy 

Following interest expressed at the National Education Union (NEU) meeting in April 2018, Lawn Manor 

Academy’s Citizenship lead teacher was keen to find out more about Swindon Schools of Sanctuary. This 

same teacher attended our Refugee Week 2018 workshop.  During 2018-2019, this teacher will be 

introducing a more sustained approach to learning about and understanding the challenges faced by 

sanctuary seekers.   At the end of Refugee Week, Cristina was invited to a Year 8 assembly; this included a 

moving Year 9 dance performance interpreting sanctuary seekers’ difficult and dangerous journeys to 

safety.  This shows the powerful impact of dance – no-one in that assembly hall can have left there without 

being affected by what they saw.  We look forward to hearing more from some of the students who saw 

the assembly and some of the performers. 

Lawn Manor Academy is a sister school to RWBA; we hope to keep up with their work together to extend 

and develop their students and staff to become active facilitators for stimulating and developing a culture 

of welcome and inclusion in their schools’ communities. 

Lydiard Park Academy 

The focus at Lydiard Park Academy has been more on small-scale staff development with a view to 

extending staff development throughout 2018-2019.  This began with a staff workshop during Refugee 

Week 2018 led by Schools of Sanctuary Volunteer Lead, Cristina, and assisted by Harbour Friend, Roksana. 

With a keen desire to embed, more significantly and consistently, across several curriculum areas the 

learning about migration, diversity and inclusion, staff wanted to look at the sustainability of any work that 

may be generated in response to Refugee Week.  The workshop addressed some of the essential 

knowledge and understanding of the world-wide refugee crisis.   

In several schools engaged with our Schools of Sanctuary work, there is a significant concern amongst 

teachers that if they do not feel confident of their own background knowledge of the current refugee crisis 

and understanding the realities of sanctuary seekers’ circumstances and life experiences (past and present), 

they feel less confident about engaging their learners with these issues.  To start in the safety of a relatively 

small group of colleagues and guests to explore together their own understandings and misunderstandings 

of the geo-political contexts of the refugee crisis before working with young people, enables them to get 

familiar with, and feel confident with these complex and often controversial issues.   

This was exactly the context of the Lydiard Park Academy staff workshop entitled Refugee week – how can 

we make it last a bit longer than just a week? which was attended by nine staff from Humanities, English 

and Maths.   

We began by exploring understanding of some definitions: the difference between seeking asylum and 

becoming a refugee.  Roksana’s involvement and input was fantastic in enabling, informing, developing and 

extending the discussion.  Arising from the discussions generated during the workshop, it was agreed that 

part of Swindon’s Schools of Sanctuary developments should focus on creating staff CPD.  We look forward 

to shaping staff CPD with staff and students at Lydiard Park Academy, and with other schools, during 2018-

2019. 

Lydiard Park Academy was one of the five schools to participate in the Twenty Welcomes Performance 

Poetry Project - six students from across Years 8, 9 and 10, and one of their teachers, contributed 

enthusiastically to the project; their total immersion was incredible!  We look forward to all the participants 

in the Twenty Welcomes Project coming together later in the year to reflect on what they will do with their 

experience and how their thoughts, ideas and actions can be shared across their schools. 



 
 
 

 
 

Orchid Vale Primary School 

Some aspects of global learning – especially human rights and social justice – feature across the whole 

school RE curriculum at Orchid Vale Primary School.  In preparation for Refugee Week 2017, the teacher 

with responsibility for RE attended our first Swindon City of Sanctuary Schools’ Workshop specially created 

to generate interest and engagement with Refugee Week.  Following this, a range of KS2 activities were 

developed for building in to Orchid Vale’s RE curriculum.    

For Refugee Week 2018, we were pleased to see the return of Orchid Vale’s RE curriculum lead to our 

second Swindon City of Sanctuary Schools’ Workshop.  As well as extending the range of RE related 

activities to build into the KS2 RE SoW, on the first day of Refugee Week 2018, Schools of Sanctuary 

Volunteer Lead, Cristina, was invited to present an assembly to the whole school about welcome and 

inclusion.  

Like several other schools, for Refugee Week 2018, Orchid Vale Primary School accepted the challenge, 

presented in the assembly, to create their own Twenty Welcomes messages and actions showing their 

friendship and welcome to new children starting at their school – especially those whose lives might have 

been in danger in their home country, who have troubles at home or who are looking for a space where 

they can feel safe. (Adapted from City of Sanctuary Schools’ Resource Pack 

www.cityofsanctuary.org/schools ) 

We look forward to hearing about Orchid Vale Primary School’s RE curriculum developments and their 

Twenty Welcomes. 

 

Peatmoor Community Primary School 

Like many schools who attended the Schools of Sanctuary Launch in January, supported by the national 

Global Learning Programme, a commitment to global learning underlies the teaching and learning at 

Peatmoor Community Primary School.  This approach embeds a strong thread of human rights and social 

justice across the curriculum and whole school ethos.   

Peatmoor’s Jigsaw PSHE curriculum embraces their whole school curriculum global learning approach with 

an emphasis on their work with their partnership school in The Gambia.  In preparing for a staff visit to The 

Gambia, children in both schools explored the meaning of ‘welcome’ – a key aspect of Schools of Sanctuary 

work.  Year 5 Peatmoor children made posters of ‘welcome’ to be taken to their Gambian partner school; 

their partner school exchanged songs of ‘welcome’ which have been used in Peatmoor’s assemblies. 

Another development featuring human rights and social justice has been the instigation of the World 

Awareness Group – a group of children from across KS2 who meet weekly to explore important global 

issues.  During Refugee Week 2018, governors were invited to join their debate about migration and its 

impact on the people themselves and the communities that they have migrated from and to.   

A further area of development for Peatmoor during 2018-2019 will be SoWs relating to a range of fiction 

and non-fiction books about migration, the refugee crisis, ‘welcome’ and inclusion.  We look forward to 

hearing about these exciting SoWs. 

 

 

http://www.cityofsanctuary.org/schools


 
 
 

 
 

 

Royal Wootton Bassett Academy 

Royal Wootton Bassett Academy has a long history of global learning with particular emphasis on Holocaust 

Education.  This focus is evident in the RAD (Reading and Discussion) Group –  a book club of about fifteen 

Years 9, 10 and 11 students who meet once a term to share their thoughts and ideas about the book of the 

term.  All the books have factual holocaust, genocide or refugee experiences at the heart 

of their plots.  For extending the group’s outreach, Harbour Friends have been invited to 

attend and participate by reading extracts from the books and contributing to the 

discussions. During the Summer Term 2018, Harbour Friend, Francis, and volunteer 

Schools of Sanctuary lead, Cristina, joined a RAD Group session, discussing themes of 

loss, loneliness and isolation experienced by Kasienka, a young Polish migrant, the 

protagonist in The Weight of Water by Sarah Crossan.  

https://media.bloomsbury.com/rep/files/teachers-guide-the-weight-of-water.pdf 

Francis, in talking about his arrival in UK and the cultural nuances which faced him, enabled group members 

to empathise with sanctuary seekers who arrive in an unfamiliar culture and 

environment.  Francis’s visit to RWBA included a tour of the school led by a few 

members of the RAD Group.  This was a great informal opportunity for hosts and 

visitor to begin to understand the significant differences in each other’s 

experiences of education and school-based learning.  RWBA RAD Group 

members are hoping for further opportunities to meet with Harbour Friends and 

talk about books.    

As an extension to their reading group activities, plans are already in place for the RAD Group to focus 

attention on gathering a collection of global recipes which hold stories that resonate.  RAD Group members 

will be contacting some writers of the books they’ve read to request recipes with resonance.  RAD Group 

students also hope to talk with some Harbour Friends about recipes that have strong connections with their 

pasts and which have powerful stories to go with them.  We look forward to keeping up with the progress 

of this exciting project which will focus on welcome and inclusion by joining Harbour Friends with RWBA’s 

school community to celebrate our town’s global diversity. 

During Refugee Week 2018, a member of RWBA staff, supported by Cristina, and Harbour Friend Roksana, 

set up, a ‘pop-up’ lunch-time display in the main corridor.   

The display informing about The Harbour Project and Swindon 

City of Sanctuary, included a short quiz.   More than thirty 

students stopped, mainly out of curiosity, and were encouraged 

to complete the quiz – which for the correct answers, needed 

them to read the display!  Staff passing through the  also stopped 

to look at the display and chat to Roksana; they all appreciated 

this ‘one off’ opportunity and felt more fully informed and 

enlightened. This was a positive and encouraging outcome.   

Another element of the whole school focus during Refugee Week was the range of activities done across all 

KS3 and KS4 year groups during the ten-minute ‘i-learn’ sessions at the start of the day.  We look forward to 

hearing about the activities, the resources used and the impact the work has had on students and staff. 

 

https://media.bloomsbury.com/rep/files/teachers-guide-the-weight-of-water.pdf


 
 
 

 
 

 

Another Refugee Week focus at RWBA was in the library where a 

comprehensive collection of fiction and non-fiction books about migration, 

the refugee crisis past and present, and the 

impact of holocaust and genocide atrocities was 

displayed.   Vividly illustrating the contexts of 

these books was a display of Amnesty posters – 

strategically placed to attract attention of learners and encourage questions 

and dialogue.  We look forward to hearing about the impact of these library 

displays on staff and students in engaging with, and considering actions in 

response to, the issues highlighted.  

In another corridor, a display of students’ annotated responses to Brian Bilston’s widely-featured poem in 

reverse, showed the level of analysis and questioning that had been explored in a KS4 English class.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This display of poetry responses was punctuated with tweets about Refugee Week.  An effective example 

showing the potential power of social media’s role in 

enabling and encouraging young people to engage with 

current issues.   

 

 

 

 

 

RWBA was our third secondary school participating enthusiastically in the Twenty Welcomes Performance 

Poetry Project.  Two Year 9 students and a Teaching Assistant fully embraced the experience and their 

contributions were fantastic.   

During the year ahead, we look forward to working with these students to consider how they would like to 

share, with their peers, what they learned from their involvement in the Twenty Welcomes Performance 

Poetry Project and how they can inspire their peers to look at messages and actions of welcome and 

inclusion. 



 
 
 

 
 

St Katherine’s Primary School, Savernake 

Unlike other schools involved in Swindon’s Schools of Sanctuary developments, St Katharine’s Primary 

School is not in Swindon!  Through involvement in Swindon’s Global Learning Programme Network, the 

school’s commitment to social justice and human rights learning has been exceptional.   

This may be a small rural school, but it has a huge global outlook with plenty of opportunities to involve the 

whole school in global learning.   

During Refugee Week 2018, all teachers and children at St Katharine’s were 

immersed in a SoW based around the themes of ‘welcome and inclusion’ which 

related to the ‘arrival’ in the school of two puppets (loosely based on the original 

Paddington story).  Throughout the week, each class was responsible for 

welcoming, befriending and including the puppets to enable them to feel part of 

the school community. 

 

 

Further curriculum developments at St Katharine’s are planned for 2018-2019 which will focus on a SoW 

relating to migration, welcome and inclusion. One aspect of these developments, on which St Katharine’s is 

hoping to build, is establishing a sustainable relationship with one or more Harbour Friends (sanctuary 

seekers who are regular visitors at Swindon’s Harbour Project).   

This relationship has already begun with one of our Harbour 

Friends, Roksana, visiting the school in July 2018.  Her morning 

at St Katharine’s was engaging and absorbing. Roksana talked to 

each class about who she is, how she came to be in the UK and 

what it was like for her when she first arrived.  Through 

facilitation by classroom teachers and Swindon Schools of 

Sanctuary’s Volunteer Lead, Cristina, our friend engaged her 

young audiences with her story; some of their questions were 

fascinating as they tried to understand what happened to her, 

what her life is like now and her hopes for her future in the UK.  

 

We look forward to hearing more about St Katharine’s developing relationship with Roksana and other 

Harbour Friends throughout this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The two puppets who arrived at St Katharine’s 

during Refugee Week 2018 

Roksana with some of the children        

outside St Katharine’s 



 
 
 

 
 

A bit more news… 

• Monday, 8th October saw the first national Network Meeting of Schools of Sanctuary; this took place in 

Birmingham.  Led by Colleen Molloy, City of Sanctuary’s National Development Officer, the day was a 

successful forum for, as Colleen said, “sharing achievements and challenges and to look at ways 

forward for a more national strategic approach to Schools of Sanctuary (– including) setting up a 

Schools of Sanctuary Steering Group to lead this work.” More news of developments will be shared at 

future Swindon Schools of Sanctuary workshops. 

 

• We’re really pleased to be acknowledging NEU affiliation with Swindon City of Sanctuary.  Our work 

together will begin to take shape throughout 2018-2019.  Already, we are very happy to welcome to 

our Swindon Schools of Sanctuary Advisory Group, Swindon Branch NEU member, Cathy Urquhart from 

Lydiard Park Academy.  We plan to extend our liaison through NEU Swindon Branch International 

Solidarity Co-ordinator and NEU Gloucester Branch International Solidarity co-ordinator.  ‘Watch this 

space’ to see how our exciting affiliation develops. 

 

• Another soon-to-be-actioned affiliation with Swindon City of Sanctuary will be international charity 

Save the Children.  2019 will see this charity’s celebrations and commemorations of one hundred years 

of human rights work.  If your school would like to combine aspects of your Rights Respecting Schools 

work and / or your Values-based Learning work, with some of Save the Children’s existing campaigns, 

their Education Team would love to hear from you.  Please contact Cristina to find out more.  

This also links perfectly into your work towards gaining School of Sanctuary status – Save the 

Children’s work is based around human rights and social justice – both of these underpin our Schools 

of Sanctuary focuses on justice, inclusion and welcome.  To find out more about some of Save the 

Children’s campaigning projects, browse the links in the Resources page that follows. 

STOP PRESS - if you’d like to get involved in a special centenary project, Save the Children’s Education 

Team would love to hear from you.  Please contact Cristina to find out more. 

 

• Members of  the Wiltshire County Fairtrade group are keen to encourage Swindon schools to get 

involved with some of their projects; if you’re wondering about how you could link your School of 

Sanctuary Award work to Fairtrade, do let Cristina know. 

To respond to any of these items, please contact: 

Cristina Bennett, Volunteer Schools of Sanctuary Lead, schools@swindon.cityofsanctuary.org 

Swindon City of Sanctuary 

For more information click on our website: https://swindon.cityofsanctuary.org/  

Like us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SwindonCOS/ 

Follow us on Twitter:  https://twitter.com/SwindonCoS 

Donate through Local Giving: https://localgiving.org/charity/Swindon/ 

 

On the next page… links to some wonderful resources to add to the collection you 

already have… 

mailto:schools@swindon.cityofsanctuary.org
https://swindon.cityofsanctuary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SwindonCOS/
https://twitter.com/SwindonCoS
https://localgiving.org/charity/Swindon/


 
 
 

 
 

 

Easily accessible on-line is an abundance of resources for supporting your School 

of Sanctuary work; some newer resources, well worth browsing, are listed here: 

• https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/how-you-can-help/show-your-support/childrens-campaigning  

• https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/how-you-can-help/show-your-support/childrens-

campaigning/secondary-schools  

Some background from Save the Children’s Education Team: “These resources on the Rohingya, on Yemen 
and on Aid & Development, explore children’s rights around the world and how young people can create 
change. You can explore the resources according to how much time you have, be it a form time, an 
assembly, a few lessons or a whole day of learning.” 
 
They cover The Rohingya crisis; The war in Yemen; Aid & Development.  “All of these resources can be 
used in English, Geography, History, Citizenship, Philosophy and Ethics, Politics, PSHE, Social Action days and 
much more, and are a great way to address British Values and the social, moral, spiritual and cultural 
(SMSC) development of your learners.” 

• https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/how-you-can-help/show-your-support/childrens-
campaigning/primary-schools  

If your Schools of Sanctuary work will be developing around Sustainable Development Goal 17: Peace and 
Justice, this resource is a ‘must’.  The Education Team at Save the Children are excited about sharing this 
resource with us. “We developed these resources with some fantastic teachers at Shelley Primary School in 
Horsham and St Mary Abbot’s Primary School in Leeds. These include an introductory assembly and a Key 
Stage 2 series of lessons on ‘Peace and Conflict’, which raise awareness of the causes and consequences of 
peace and conflict between individuals, groups and countries.” 
 

• https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/migrants-and-refugees-in-education 

This online course from the British Council Migrants and Refugees in Education: A toolkit for teachers 
enables us to learn how to teach and support young people across the globe affected by violence, conflict 

or displacement.  It’s a free, four-week course with three hours per week of study.  Check out more details 

on the website.  If you’re interested in participating, do let us know as soon as possible - perhaps we 

could generate a group within our Swindon Schools of Sanctuary group. 

• https://think-global.org.uk/our-work/projects/start-the-change/                                              

The education team at Think Global have released some recent research results from a current project, 
Start the Change.  “Together with partners from Croatia, Slovenia and Italy, we’re working with teachers 
and schools to understand young people’s views on extremism and turn their ideas for developing and 
promoting a more cohesive society into active citizenship projects. 

“Through Start the Change, Think Global is listening to the views of young people and supporting teachers 
to create safe spaces for discussing often difficult and controversial topics around radicalisation, diversity 
and tolerance.”  Read more about this project by clicking on the link above. 

• https://www.amnesty.org.uk/files/teaching_controversial_issues_2.pdf  

• https://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/teaching-controversial-issues  

Both these resources are full of excellent guidance to help all of us feel more confident when teaching 

about the international refugee crisis, sanctuary seekers and the asylum process. 

https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/how-you-can-help/show-your-support/childrens-campaigning
https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/how-you-can-help/show-your-support/childrens-campaigning/secondary-schools
https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/how-you-can-help/show-your-support/childrens-campaigning/secondary-schools
https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/how-you-can-help/show-your-support/childrens-campaigning/primary-schools
https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/how-you-can-help/show-your-support/childrens-campaigning/primary-schools
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/migrants-and-refugees-in-education
https://think-global.org.uk/our-work/projects/start-the-change/
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/files/teaching_controversial_issues_2.pdf
https://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/teaching-controversial-issues


 
 
 

 
 

And finally…  

More details about our Swindon Schools of Sanctuary        

Twenty Welcomes Performance Poetry Project 

The Twenty Welcomes theme ran throughout Refugee Week 2018 across several schools in Swindon.  This 

was to embrace the national theme of celebrating Refugee Week’s 20th Birthday.   

Throughout 2018-2019, we are looking forward to all participating schools sharing their unique ‘takes’ on 

the Twenty Welcomes theme.   

An imaginative joint schools’ project to celebrate this twentieth anniversary of Refugee Week, funded by 

South Swindon Parish Council, was the Twenty Welcomes Performance Poetry Project: a short, three-day 

project spanning three consecutive Tuesdays, which started during Refugee Week 2018 on Tuesday, 19th 

June.   

Broadly, this exciting project: 

• marked twenty years of Refugee Week with twenty young people creating a poem of welcome, in 

sonnet-form, showing Swindon’s culture of welcome and embracing aspects of our town’s rich 

history and global diversity;  

• showed that through their actions, Swindon’s schoolchildren are committed to showing that our 

town is a safe and welcoming place for those seeking sanctuary by extending “a welcome to 

everyone as equal valued members of the …community.” (Adapted from City of Sanctuary Schools’ 

Resource Pack ( www.cityofsanctuary.org/schools )  

• involved twenty creative young people who could verbalise, vocalise, perform and express their 

thoughts and ideas;   

• included twenty young people who between them spoke more than ten languages other than 

English; today, Swindon’s cultural diversity is heard through over 120 first languages spoken in our 

town – we wanted to celebrate this in the poem and show that Swindon is a town founded on 

welcoming people from other places;  

• brought together twenty children and young people, a film-maker, a poet, City of Sanctuary staff, 

people new to Swindon and people who’ve lived in Swindon for most of their lives; 

• has been filmed and made into an inspiring fifteen-minute documentary-style film; to 

watch: https://vimeo.com/280335133  

• has contributed towards each school’s work for gaining School of Sanctuary status;  

• was spread over two and a half days during a three-week period;  

• took place at Broad Green Community Centre, Swindon; 

• involved at least one member of staff from each school.   

 

Planned for early December is a screening of our thought-provoking film showing the power of these 

twenty young people’s thoughts and ideas.  News will be circulated soon. 

 

 

On the next page… the poem… 
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Twenty Welcomes 

Welcome refuses borders, it is: sunlight –  

witaniy w naszym miescie; 

our pattern of parks – GWR, Queen’s, 

Town Gardens; an invitation to friendship 

 

along Brunel’s famous tracks to Swindon.  Bem vinda. 

It is a promise, promesse, oposhy, 

ayapi moo! A kiss for your cheek –  

a warm bluey-green sphere filled with welcome. 

 

But why should we welcome you?  Offer a warm 

blanket of friendship? Welcome you from anywhere, 

any country, any place?  Marhabaan, 

sastriakal, mauya, borha muray! 

 

Because I am human, you are human; 

we can share this great world together. 

 

Composed by all young people who participated in the Twenty Welcomes Performance Poetry Project 

Facilitated and shaped into a sonnet by Swindon poet, Hilda Sheehan  

June / July 2018 

 

Newsletter compiled by: 

Cristina Bennett – October 2018 

Volunteer Schools of Sanctuary Lead 

Swindon City of Sanctuary 

schools@swindon.cityofsanctuary.org  

For more information click on our website: https://swindon.cityofsanctuary.org/  

Like us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SwindonCOS/ 

Follow us on Twitter:  https://twitter.com/SwindonCoS 

Donate through Local Giving: https://localgiving.org/charity/Swindon/ 
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