
Place of  Sanctuary, Waterford 
invites you to the

DIVERSITY SEMINAR
Celebrating, Diversity, Equality 
& Human Rights in Waterford

The Seminar will:
• Celebrate diversity in our communities in Waterford
• Share information on the Irish Human Rights & Equality 
Commission (IHREC) Act 2014 and what it means for  
organisations and the public
• Explore the 5 goals of  the IHREC Strategy 2016 and what  
they mean for Waterford

Book your place before 14 September by contacting
Louis Quinlan Tel: 087 7523945

Email: louisquinlan@waterford.brothersofcharity.ie

9:15-1:30• Wednesday 28 September 2016
St Patricks Gateway, Patrick St, Waterford City

The seminar is open to individuals and organisations from the statutory,
community & voluntary sector. It is free & a light lunch is included.



Seminar Programme

 Keynote address 2: Walter Jayawardene

Walter Jayawardene is a Senior Human Rights and Equality Officer with IHREC. Walter 
works with the Policy team to lead, coordinate and conduct policy analysis and review across the 
range of  human rights and equality themes outlined in the Commission’s Strategy Statement. 
This includes legislative analysis, policy submissions, and UN Treaty Body reporting and 
engagement, as well as speechwriting and policy briefings for diverse audiences. Prior to joining 
the Commission, Walter spent seven years as Communications Manager for the Irish Council 
for Civil Liberties and previous to that, worked with the London-based Kurdish Human Rights 
Project.

Poetry Reading: Rita Kelly
Rita Kelly is an award winning full-time writer of  poetry, fiction, drama and criticism, in both 
English and Irish. Rita’s work has been translated into many languages.
Group discussion and networking for all participants

12.10
12.30
12.45

Feedback and Q &A

Light Lunch

11.10

Closure: Rev Sahr Yambasu, Place of  Sanctuary

Advancing human rights and equality in Ireland:  
Opportunities for organisations, communities and 
individuals.

9:15
9.30
9.40

9.50

10.10

10.20
10.30
10.50

11.25

Registration
Opening of  Event: Mayor, Cllr Adam Wyse
Introduction: Diversity Committee Chairperson, 
Louis Quinlan
Keynote address 1: Senator Grace O’Sullivan

Senator Grace O’ Sullivan is an Irish environmentalist and Green Party Senator who is best 
known for her high-profile activism during her 20-year career with Greenpeace. She has worked 
for the past number of  years as an environmental education specialist and ecologist. Grace was 
born in County Waterford and grew up in Tramore and she was elected to the Senate in April 
2016. In her role as a Senator she is committed to supporting an inclusive Waterford where all 
people are respected and valued and afforded the opportunity to participate fully in all aspects of  
life in Waterford.

A Refugee Story: Nowar Dlikan
Nowar Dlikan is from Syria and is currently living in Waterford. 
Fun Drums, Tory Services Brothers of  Charity 
Tea / Coffee

My vision for an inclusive society in Waterford



Keynote address 1: Senator Grace O’Sullivan

The Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission is Ireland’s 
national human rights and equality institution. They are an 
independent public body that accounts to the Oireachtas. The work 
of  IHREC is determined independently members of  the Commission 
who were appointed by President Michael D. Higgins.  
The work of  the Commission ranges from working at the policy level 
to review the effectiveness of  human rights and equality law, policy 
and practice in the State and within public bodies, to working with 
communities and civil society to monitor and report on people’s real 
life experiences of  human rights and equality on the ground. 
IHREC’s legal powers include giving practical help, including legal 
assistance to help people defend their rights, and contributing to legal 
cases (amicus curiae) that deal with someone’s equality or human 
rights.
 
Following on from the IHREC presentation, there will be an 
opportunity in groups to explore and discuss the implications at 
a local level of  the Irish Human Rights & Equality Commission’s 
strategic goals with a view to identifying some key follow up actions 
specifically for Waterford. (These group sessions will be facilitated)

• Goal 1: Promoting leadership in human rights and equality

• Goal 2: Pro-actively fulfilling our duty legal powers 

• Goal 4: Making equality and human rights meaningful for people 

•Goal 5: Promoting intercultural understanding and diversity

• Goal 3: Promoting an understanding of  the link between equality & human rights



Background

The main focus in 2016 will be this one day seminar in September 
with additional smaller events planned throughout the year to focus on 
highlighting and celebrating inclusion and diversity in our communities.

A review was carried 
out in 2015 and it 
was agreed that from 
2016 the Diversity 
Committee will operate 
as a subcommittee of  
the Place of  Sanctuary, 
Waterford.  

Diversity Festivals were organized by The Diversity Festival Committee, 
Waterford in 2014 and 2015. Events with keynote speakers and a range 
of  workshops, presentations & discussions, displays showcasing positive 
ongoing daily work in the area of  inclusion and diversity. Entertainment 
was provided at the opening and closing of  the festivals celebrating 
inclusion and diversity. 

The Diversity Festival Committee is a group 
of  volunteers from a range of  organisations 
and interested individuals including: 
Waterford Area Partnership Ltd, Edmund 
Rice Integration and Support Unit, Waterford 
Immigration Network, GAA, Brothers of  
Charity / Pathfinders, Waterford Library 
Service, Methodist Church, Place of  Sanctuary, 
Waterford Childcare Committee, NCCWN - 
Women’s Centre.

Let’s Celebrate! Diversity

Music workshops and stories for 
children with time to reflect how 
Waterford has been enriched by 

many different cultures, traditions 
and languages. 

Central Library, Lady Lane, 
Wednesday 28 September. 

3-5pm 
All Welcome

Further details 
sohiggins@waterfordcouncil.ie

Hosted by Europe Direct Waterford

A free fun event for all the family. 

Funding has been provided by 
Waterford City & County Council  


