
 

 

 

Barnsley Borough City of Sanctuary meeting held 6 December 2022 

Present: Fran Postlethwaite; Chair, Sally Philburn, David Hawkins, Steve Ruffle, Florentine 
Bootha-King & Frank Parnham; Secretary.  

Introductions & Apologies: Gina Hawkins, Emma Tweed,Christina Grant. 

Matters arising: The SUTR/Refugee Council/BBCoS conference on 19th November was a 
great success; discussed during the Chair’s report. 

Chair's Report:  Fran thanked Steve Ruffle for his concise though effective report of the very 
successful conference 3 weeks ago.  The attendance had been well above expectations, and, 
as the notes reflected, there was a goodly number of positive outcomes. The clear leader in 
outcomes from the feedback was that of ‘Myth-busting’.  We are to produce a factsheet 
(maybe as an App?) 

Care4Calais had been one of the contributors and it was hoped to set up a support group to 
help and support the local work (in Rotherham - see Other reports) 

Schools of Sanctuary;  Sally is looking to reschedule a meeting in the New Year in order to 
reach a wider audience; this was agreed. Noted that there was a national event on January 
24th.   

Secretary’s report: Frank spoke of the means of accessing the funds whilst Ian was on 
holiday.  It was agreed we would support ELSH with money for every student to top-up their 
phone for phoning family at Christmas etc.  Also agreed we supply one-day bus tickets to the 
Conversation Club on Wednesdays. 

We have received forms etc to enable us to bid for funds from UKSPF (UK Shared Prosperity 
Fund). There will be strict guidelines and a ‘tight’ window to distribute the money if we are 
successful. There was a detailed and lively discussion as to the bid and other agencies that 
we may involve.  It was agreed that there would be lots of opportunities to help in these 
challenging times.  

One thing that came out of the ‘Migrants Organise’ workshop was how some parts of the 
country have access to asylum seekers through Mears. This is to be explored and brought up 
at the next Migrant Support Network (January 2023) 

We need to make Barnsley a City of Sanctuary, contact the Leader of Council. 

Other reports: Penistone Refugee & Asylum Seekers support Group (RAASSG) will be 
engaging with the C4C group at the hotel at Manvers being used by Mears. Premises nearby 
will be needed as  access to the building is restricted.  

AOB: None  

Date & time of next meeting: Wednesday 1 February at Barnsley Town Hall at 5 p.m. 

 


