
 

 

 

 
  

 
 

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting Wednesday 8 June 2022. 

 

Attendees: Fran Postlethwaite, Chair; Ian Guest, Treasurer;, David Hawkins, Gina Hawkins, 
Steve Ruffle & Frank Parnham, Secretary. 

Apologies: George Arthur, Sally Philburn, Christina Grant, Florentine Bootha-King & Emma 
Tweed 

Minutes of the last Meeting: Agreed 

Matters Arising: David & Gina presented the final draft of the Useful Information for Mears 
Houses that has been agreed by all partner organisations.  Printing options and costs were 
agreed.  David to liaise with Jade Raybould of Mears as to the placing of them. 

The meeting expressed their thanks to Gina for the hard work and determination shown in 
producing a successful outcome. 

Refugee Council: 1 Allotment sessions at Burton Bank (behind school at junction of Wakefield 
Rd and Burton Rd) on Thursdays 12:30 - 14:00 with Khalid. 2 Ever longer delays in asylum 
decisions. 3 Travel documents also delayed. 4 Vast increase in foodbank referrals  

Chair’s Report: Fran gave an update of Sall’s good work in promoting the Art competition in 
more schools, centred around Refugee Week, 18th - 25th June, the deadline is Friday 1 July. 

Winning entries could be projected onto The Glasshouse.  It was suggested the Mayor may 
present prizes, at her Parlour perhaps?! The secretary was told to write. inviting her to do so 
AP 

NEU (National Education Union, Barnsley Branch are sponsoring the prizes.  The Chronicle 
has expressed interest; Sally to follow up on that. 

SoS training is on Monday 27 June, 10:30 - 12:30 by Zoom, interested parties have already 
put their names forward, others are to be invited as numbers are no longer an issue with the 
cancellation of the face-to-face event on 9 May.  The Resource Packs have arrived 

Treasurer’s Report : Ian gave an up-to-date position of the financial situation. As regards his 
work and provision of tickets etc, it has been fairly quiet as delays at the Home Office mean 



 

little movement in the area, this will, hopefully change very soon.  He confirmed we had paid 
Megam’s rail fare even though Covid had spoiled our arrangements. 

ESOL classes for Ukrainians at Barnsley College 

Secretary’s report: Frank reported on his initial investigation as regards Churches of 
Sanctuary; this is all it is at the moment as we are to concentrate on our Schools initiative.  
Possibility of starting next year in Penistone as Churches together are well organised.  

One of the hosts of a Ukrainian family had written to CoS enquiring about phone cards as 
they had been given one at the airport but needed another. CoS had responded, copying us 
in, to say that they are expecting more from Vodafone soon and for us to contact them with 
our needs. Ian Guest suggested 40 after some hurried maths, this for all the Borough! 

IT/Website Update: Steve, in tidying up some of the older materials, had come across 2 
churches who had ‘signed the Pledge’. He asked that we promote the site (get likes). 

Other Reports: Penistone have the rearranged Picnic in the Park meeting at the Tower at 
Locke Park, on Saturday 11th, where folk will be able to ascend the Tower at 11:00 before 
going on to the event in the grounds of Mr David Allen nearby. 

SUTR was the next group and Fran suggested a joint conference in the future. For some 
reason, Royston was mentioned and this triggered a positive discussion about making contact 
in order to build a similar relationship as with Penistone AP 

This widened the discussion to Royston being an important part of the ‘Bottom Trust’ bid.  
There are X schools in Royston so when frank visits them he can take some Resource  
Packs. 

MSN:  Steve gave a brief account of the meeting but, more importantly, this brought a lively 
discussion about the Multi-Agency Drop-in and the meetings held thus far.  A wide range of 
issues including an absolute ‘Howler’ from Joanna, in sending out emails with everyone’s 
addresses for the world to see, there were other matters raised, it was agreed that David and 
Gina would raise the many concerns voiced, with Joanna Sutcliffe, at an upcoming meeting. 

AOB: David spoke of plans at St Andrew’s Methodist Church, Penistone to have an Orthodox 
priest once a month for Ukrainians 

Next meeting Wednesday 5 July at WGBC, S70 5HJ starting 17:00  

 

 

 

 

 

 


