
Barnsley Borough City of Sanctuary meeting held 6 April 2022

Present: Fran Postlethwaite; Chair, Ian Guest; Treasurer,, Steve Ruffle,  Alan Curtis, Sally
Philburn & Frank Parnham; Secretary.

Introductions & Apologies: David Hawkins, Gina Hawkins, George Arthur, Maryam Taher
& Florentine Bootha-King.

Fran warmly welcomed Sally Philburn.

Matters arising from the minutes of the March meeting: Picnic, see ’Other reports’.
Schools and Poster/Orientation, see ‘Chair’s report’.

Chair’s report: Schools of Sanctuary; Fran gave a report to the group of a really useful
Zoom meeting we had set up with Megan Greenwood, the National Co-ordinator for SofS.
Megan had come to our notice on a Zoom by Sara Trewhitt, concerning Ukraine and
refugees.  We now have a clear understanding of the way forward and the offer of a
face-to-face training session on Monday 9 May @ 14:00 (2pm) for 2 hours; venue to be
confirmed (it’s ELSH, S70 4NF)

Fran opened up the discussion and Sally took up the Art Competition for Schools, an area
within her many roles.  We shall approach the Cooper Gallery for a display area and for
Steve Skelley, Curator, to be one of the judges.  A detailed outline should be with schools
a.s.a.p; the theme is ‘Welcome’, in any medium for Foundation, KS1, KS2 & KS3.

Frank has ordered 50 copies of Schools of Sanctuary Resource pack

Poster/Orientation ; Fran shared details of a positive meeting some members of the team
had had with Christina (Refugee Council) and Jade Raybould (MEARS).

There were a few details that needed updating, other than that production including
lamination can start as soon as Mears have approved it

Treasurer’s report: Ian gave a financial statement. Distributed travel tickets to the
Women’s Meeting plus other outreaches   Thanked Frank for his help with a house move
from Wombwell to Worsbrough Common.  Ian noted he had paid the cost of the Newsletter,
March ‘22. This is also online. (Good read!) Ian has visited the Royston group - ‘a great
group’.  We shall look to build stronger contacts with them.

Ukrainian developments; 25 folk in Barnsley, it seems, have registered to host Ukrainian
refugees.  There are difficulties with making money available in a real way (No cash, but no
bank account, other issues)  This will be a fast changing situation and the first days will be
vital, the officers will need to make decisions before the next meeting. Ian and Steve
mentioned a well attended meeting in Penistone, good response and generosity shown.

IT report: Steve Ruffle, the recently appointed Director of our revitalised website, Facebook
and other similar media,  was thanked for the work he had done



Secretary’s report: Frank submitted a short written report

Other reports: Penistone Refugee & Asylum Seekers Support Group (PRASSG) shared the
good news that a bid for funding had been successful. This will enable them to offer practical
help in even more ways than they have been able to up to now e.g. transport.

Picnic Locke Park 23rd April, 11:00 - 14:00 has been postponed as it falls in Ramadan (We
missed that one) This works in our favour, however, as the rearranged event on Saturday 11
June will be in the garden of a nearby house with facilities.  Meet at Locke Tower.  Times to
be confirmed.

SUTR UN Day against Racism Saturday 19 March, Demonstration in London was  a real
success.

Steve shared a brief informal report of a networking event entitled ‘ Building from a United
Voice’ organised by Barnsley Refugee Advice Project (29th March).  He was particularly
struck with the contributions from refugees and seekers.

MSN: Zoom meetings have not been successful (?) First meeting, face-to-face on Friday 8
April 10:00 @ Refugee Council Office.

At the recent Barnsley Council meeting, a motion concerning Ukraine and the wider refugee
situation was passed and we are, it seems, A Town of Sanctuary

AOB: Ukraine - a vigil - St Mary’s Church, Barnsley at 18:30 Sunday 6 March.  Those of
various faiths and of none, participated in a meaningful and uniting service with a well
supported retiring offering.

Steve had brought a goodly number of handbills for ‘Another Big Conversation’ on
Saturday 7 May in St John’s Church, Penistone, commencing 09:30. This promises to be an
increasingly important event given the pace and burgeoning width of global events and their
local consequences!

Date & time of next meeting: 4 May, 2022 at 5 p.m. @Ward Green Baptist Church
Vernon Road, Worsbrough S70 5HJ  (Enquiries will be made concerning the Town Hall)


