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   About 40 people were at this event organised by the Refugee Council at the Civic in 

Barnsley. David, Gina, Ian and I all attended. After giving a national perspective, speakers 

outlined some of the work of this 5-year Lottery funded project. BMBC were thanked for 

providing some gap funding to keep the project going whilst awaiting the lottery funding. Cllr 

Jenny Platts, BMBC Cabinet Member for Adults and Communities gave a short speech. The 

Refugee Council team in Barnsley is small and relies on good partnership working to be 

effective. 

   David Hawkins spoke about the positive work of members of the Penistone Refugee 

Support Group and how important working in partnership is.  

   Though many people left at lunchtime, the workshops in the afternoon helped us look at 

some of the key issues and barriers we face and ways forward. In our workshop we mentioned 

the importance of recognising and working with the Barnsley Borough City of Sanctuary 

group. We felt GDPR was often used as an excuse to prevent access to working with asylum 

seekers. We believed positive stories were important in our communications. On a separate 

workshop, NHS colleagues spoke about some of the difficulties faced without interpreters 

being available in clinical settings 

   For me as a newbie, it was useful to meet some of the key people and organisations working 

with refugees and asylum seekers in the Borough.  I was most impressed by the 4 speakers 

who were refugees or asylum seekers and used the service themselves, one of them still 

awaiting her decision on refugee status after seven years! If anything, would have loved more 

of these first-hand accounts. Their personal stories were inspirational, many were about good 

people dealing with very difficult situations.  
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