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The Refugee Council is a 
national, independent charity that works 
across the country to support refugees 
and asylum seekers. The Refugee 
Council leads The Barnsley Refugee 
Advice Project. The project provides a 
drop-in Advice Service, ESOL classes 
and a Conversation Club. 

The Refugee Council in Barnsley has 
moved to a new venue at:                         
23 Queens Road S71 1AN  This is 
close to Barnsley Metrodome and is a 5 
minute walk from the back of Barnsley 
train station. This new venue offers an    
opportunity for new services and 
activities to be developed.  

The Refugee Council staff team and volunteers look forward to 
welcoming you to their new venue. Contact: 
sarah.sonne@refugeecouncil.gov.uk. Tel. 07391-014070 

NEWSLETTER 
City of Sanctuary                                                                                 
City of Sanctuary is a national organisation that supports groups 
throughout the UK to make their cities, towns, schools and 
organisations places of welcome and hospitality for people seeking 
safety from persecution and war. 

Since the launch of the Barnsley Borough City of Sanctuary by the 
Church Poverty Action in 2015 Barnsley Borough City of Sanctuary 
worked in partnership with the Local Authority and voluntary and 
community groups to create a culture of welcome and inclusion for 
asylum seekers and refugees living in Barnsley

	

Penistone Asylum Seeker & Refugee support group                                                                     
Penistone has a rich history of supporting refugees and displaced people, 
from Belgians in the First World War to Polish Jews in World War two. 
In 2017 a new group formed in Penistone to continue this tradition of 
supporting refugees and asylum seekers living in Barnsley. The group is 
supported by Penistone Churches together and the Penistone Town 
Council. Volunteers organise appeals for winter coats, children's clothes 
and toys, bedding and towels and donations of toiletries for hygiene 
packs for people who find themselves destitute. Volunteers organised 
visits to the Yorkshire Sculpture Park and Wigfield Farm and Penistone 
Town Council has supported refugee families to visit and have fun at the  
cinema.

Who is who 

Refugee 

A refugee is a person who owing to fear 
of persecution for reasons of race, 
religion, nationality, membership of a 
particular social group or political 
opinion is seeking a place of safety 
outside their country of origin.


In the Uk, a person is officially 
recognised as a refugee when they have 
their claim for asylum accepted by the 
government.


Asylum Seeker 

An asylum seeker is person who has left 
their country of origin and formally 
applied for asylum in another country in 
another country but whose application 
has not yet been concluded.


A refused asylum seeks a person whose 
application has been unsuccessful and 
who has no other claim for protection 
awaiting a decision 


Economic migrant 

An economic migrant is someone  who 
has moved to another country to work. 


Refugees are not economic migrants.

A walk in the Yorkshire Sculpture Park
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Hate Crime 


Hate and harassment incidents are 
when you or another person is hurt , 
threatened or abused because of 
who you are . It is important to South 
Yorkshire Police that Barnsley 
residents know they can report any 
incidence of hate crime.For more 
information contact Jane Wynne -  
Hate Crime coordinator 
Jane.Wynne@southyorks.pnn.police.
uk

Useful Information  

Barnsley Citizens Advice Service -36, Wellington Street  
(03444111444)


The Red Cross  - The Friends meeting House - (0114 2427385)


Providers of ESOL and Conversation English 

Conversation Club  - Central library: Wellington Street S70 1AW: for 
more information contact Anna Butler


Beginners ESOL and Conversation Club 23 Queens Road - contact 
Refugee Council 07391014070  sarah.sonne@refugeecouncil.gov.uk


Barnsley Community Adult Learning Services - Wellington House 
2nd.floor (01226 775270)


Barnsley Further Education College - Church Street (01226 216216)


Rotherham Further Education College ( 01709 722777)


The Northern College Wentworth Castle (01226 776000)


ELSH Centre: Education Learning Support Hub -  a community project 
that offers ESOL, English Conversation, Maths, IT and Media Studies 
205 Sheffield Road S70 4ED (01226 643249)


Barnsley Museum Learning Lab -Town Hall (07968869732)


Voluntary Action Barnsley - rachel.neale@barnsley.org.uk( 901226 
812183)


Volunteer Centre - the centre helps to find a volunteering opportunity 
that is right or you. (Asylum Seekers can gain experience through 
volunteering)


Monthly Music Sessions at the Civic Hall (01226 327000)


Football Training - Barnsley Football Club, Oakwell Grove (01226 
643249) - ask for Hannah Phillips


Hope House Community Cafe - 2 Blucher Street (01226211011) 


Health Integration Team (01226 774411)


Public Health Nursing Service (01226 731686)


For lots of useful information - Livewellbarnsley.co.uk


Men’s Group meets at Hope House cafe every Wednesday afternoon 
1.00pm and offers an interesting programme of talks and activities 

Women’s Group meets at Hope House cafe every Wednesday 
morning, between 10.00 and 12.00. It offers a variety of activities 
including knitting, crochet and crafts for the women to enjoy and 
support, advice and information about living in Barnsley. A Health 
Visitor advises on health matters for women and children. The group 
also provides a safe space for women to talk to one another and to the 
volunteers creating the opportunity to practice speaking English. 
Children are welcome to attend as the women’s group provides a wide 
range of interactive toys for children of all ages. There is a clothing 
store and a food bank. The group is run by volunteers from the 
Penistone Asylum seeker and Refugee support group and The 
Refugee Council. 

Lift the Ban Campaign 

Individuals who are seeking asylum in the 
UK are only able to apply for the right to 
work after they have been waiting for a 
decision on their asylum claim for over a 
year.  

The few that are granted permission to 
work are rarely able to do so in practice 
due to their employment being restricted to 
the narrow list of highly-skilled professions 
which are included on the Government’s 
Shortage Occupations List.  

The Lift the Ban coalition is made up of 
over 80 non-for profit organisation who are 
calling for the UK Government to give 
people seeking asylum and their adult 
dependants the right to work. This includes 
being unconstrained by the Shortage 
Occupations List and being able to have 
the right to work after they have waited for 
six months for a decision on their initial 
asylum claim or further submission.  

Such a scheme would help to integrate 
people into their new communities, make 
the most of their potential, would allow 
asylum seekers to live in dignity and would 
improve their metal health. 

For more information about the scheme - 
www.lifttheban.co,uk. 

‘Tarn’ Speak (Town Speak)


Tara - Goodbye


How do - Friendly Greeting


Pal - Close friend


Duck - friendly word used when don’t 
know someone’s name
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