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Sheffield stands against the detention and attempted deportation of members of our community.

We are appalled by the recent detention of three members of our community.

These are Sheffield people. Some have lived here for many years; some are actively engaged and

well-known in the community. They all have the right to establish a life that is free from fear and

persecution.

Sheffield is rightly proud of being a City of Sanctuary – the first in the country. But we continue to

fight against unjust national policy, which intentionally creates an atmosphere of hostility and fear.

The current government’s policies of compulsory immigration reporting, combined with the constant

threat of arbitrary detention and the inhumane prospect of deportation weighs heavily on members

of our community. These policies undermine the culture of welcome and sanctuary we seek to

sustain in the city.

It is hard to build a life when people can be here one day and gone the next. The fact that these

detentions have taken place so soon after the successful challenge to the first planned flight of the

Rwanda resettlement scheme reminds us yet again of the ongoing cruelty of the asylum system.

As this current government seeks to imprison and deport our friends and colleagues, ASSIST and City

of Sanctuary Sheffield stand alongside our communities in their struggle for safety.

We are pursuing all legal routes to secure the release of these members of our community and we

are making sure that they are regularly visited and contacted so they don’t feel alone.

We are sharing this statement with the city to make it clear that we will not stand by while members

of our community are targeted.

We need an immigration system that is based on justice, and which respects people’s liberty. We

need an immigration system that is based on cooperation, not coercion; on humanity, not fear.

Sheffield needs to stand up and say no to this shocking treatment of members of its community.
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