
City of Sanctuary Sheffield 
37-39 Chapel Walk,  

Sheffield 
S1 2PD  

 
Councillors Terry Fox and Alison Teal 
Town Hall 
Pinstone Street, 
Sheffield 
S1 2HH   

  

Dear Councillor Terry Fox and Councillor Alison Teal, 

We know that our local council shares our vision of living in a compassionate community where 

everyone has the opportunity to thrive, whoever they are. We are proud that Sheffield is a 

community of welcome, in which people treat each other with care and with dignity. We are 

proud to be working alongside our council to strive towards being a City of Sanctuary. 

This is despite the fact that for too long, the UK Government has pursued policies that hinder 

people seeking sanctuary from rebuilding their lives in safety and dignity. Ultimately, these 

policies are harmful to both people seeking sanctuary and to Sheffield. 

In Sheffield, we see every day the brutal impacts of an asylum system that is designed to 

punish, not protect. We see our friends and neighbours forced into homelessness, locked into 

poverty, and banned from working for years on end. The current policies come at great cost. 

They take their toll on the people in the asylum system; they take their toll on the people 

working to support them, including hardworking council officers; and they take their toll on 

Sheffield as a community. 

Now, far from addressing the injustices of the current system, the Government is bringing 

forward plans in its New Plan for Immigration, via the Nationality and Borders Bill, that are even 

more cruel and divisive. These proposals will make it harder for refugees to secure protection 

and harder for our community to give the welcome we know they deserve and need to flourish. 

It will increase destitution and homelessness, add to the backlog of asylum cases which leaves 

people living in limbo, and will separate families, forcing them to make dangerous journeys to 

safety.  

We are concerned that, under the New Plan for Immigration, instead of receiving protection, 

sanctuary seekers will be criminalised and turned away from safety. There will be even greater 

delays in the system, as the backlog of asylum applications and ‘inadmissible’ claims increases. 

Refugees with temporary status will be robbed of the sense of security and stability they need to 

rebuild their lives. They will be kept separated from their families, forcing their family members 

to make dangerous journeys to safety. Instead of living in our communities where they can 

participate in society, the Government plans to warehouse asylum seekers in harmful 

accommodation, leaving them isolated and unable to integrate. We are deeply concerned that 



the levels of destitution in Sheffield will increase when, under the new proposals, many more 

people in our community are placed at risk of homelessness and poverty; or could find 

themselves undocumented. Our services, our local authority, our communities will bear the 

brunt of these unworkable changes. 

We cannot accept a system that further fails people in need of our protection, flying in the face 

of our ambitions as a city to be a place of welcome. 

  

That is why we are calling on Sheffield City Council to write publicly to the Home 

Secretary Priti Patel rejecting the New Plan for Immigration and demanding a kinder, 

fairer and more effective approach to supporting people seeking sanctuary. 

  

The Government must urgently scrap these harmful proposals and invest in an asylum system 

that enables people to keep themselves safe and rebuild their lives here in the UK. People must 

be able to live in dignity while they wait, have the opportunity to work to provide for themselves 

and their family, and get the right support to build new lives within their local community. 

How we treat refugees is about who we are. We are a city that is open and progressive. Our city 

has been strengthened by those who have found sanctuary here. We are proud of our 

compassion and our culture of welcome. That is who we are. 

The New Plan for Immigration has already been condemned by hundreds of organisations, 

including the UN High Commission for Refugees and the Refugee Council. Yet, the Government 

has signalled its intention to progress with harmful legislation nonetheless. Our city, our 

communities, and those who find safety in Sheffield deserve better. 

We will stand up for our friends, neighbours and colleagues who have sought sanctuary and 

demand a compassionate asylum system that enables people to rebuild their lives and enables 

everyone in our community to thrive. 

Will you stand with us? 

Alongside publicly writing to the Home Secretary Priti Patel rejecting the New Plan for 

Immigration, we also ask that you meet with us to discuss how we can stand together 

with those seeking sanctuary in Sheffield.  

We look forward to hearing from you soon, 

Yours sincerely, 

(Imam Sheikh) Mohammad Ismail DL, Member of Executive Coordinator Group, Sheffield 

Federation of Mosques 

Blessan Babu, SPRING Front of House Welcome and Support Worker, SPRING 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/apr/30/sham-200-groups-criticise-uk-government-consultation-on-refugee-policy
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/apr/30/sham-200-groups-criticise-uk-government-consultation-on-refugee-policy
https://www.unhcr.org/uk/news/press/2021/5/6097bce14/unhcr-deeply-concerned-at-discriminatory-two-tier-uk-asylum-plans-urges.html
https://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/latest/news/thousands-of-refugees-to-be-turned-away-under-new-anti-refugee-bill/
https://www.unhcr.org/uk/news/press/2021/5/6097bce14/unhcr-deeply-concerned-at-discriminatory-two-tier-uk-asylum-plans-urges.html


Boucka Stephane Koffi, Activist, Voice for Voiceless Immigration Detainees- Yorkshire 

 

Debbie Matthews, CEO, Manor and Castle Development Trust 

Dr Mike Fitter, Order of Amida Buddha 

Emma Le Vine, Internal Coordinator, Extinction Rebellion Sheffield 

Gary Bell, Interim Chair of Trustees, South Yorkshire Refugee Law & Justice 

Graham Millar, Executive Director, ASSIST Sheffield 

Graham Wroe, Tell the Truth Sheffield 

Hayley Nelson BEM and Gill Rhodes BEM, Directors, Learn for Life Enterprise 

Kathryn Ashworth, CEO, Solace 

Manuchehr MalekDizaji, David Price and Stuart Crosthwaite, Co-chairs, South Yorkshire 

Migration and Asylum Action Group (SYMAAG) 

May Connolly, Community Manager, Heeley Trust 

Mary Brandon, Campaigns Manager- Yorkshire & Humber, Asylum Matters 

Rosie Huzzard, These Walls Must Fall Organiser, Right to Remain 

Rosie MacPherson, Stand and Be Counted Theatre 

Sam Walby, Director, Opus Independents Ltd 

 

Sital Dhillon, Director of the Helena Kennedy Centre & Head of Law and Criminology 

Department, Sheffield Hallam University 

 

Stella Burton, CEO, SAVTE 

Sue Pearson, Chief Executive Officer, Heeley City Farm 

Tom Martin, Director, City of Sanctuary Sheffield 

Tracey Nathan, Hub Manager- Sheffield, Shelter 

Annabel Park 

Catherine Gaze 

Christine Gilligan 

Councillor Alexi Dimond, Gleadless Valley Ward 



Julian R Briggs 

Karine Nohr 

Kathryn Baillie 

Mary Williams 

Maureen Lawless 

Mike Reynolds 

Mike Tomson 

Paul Carnell 

Stuart Oglethorpe 

Sylvia Harvey 

Zoe Roberts 

 

  

  

  


