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What can we hope for in the asylum 

and befriending world?  As I write, 

the UK Home Secretary, to rapturous 

applause from her supporters, 

announced the ‘dividends’ of Brexit 

in ending free movement, delivering 

‘our’ new points-based immigration 

system, and welcoming people based 

on the skills they have to offer and 

not on the colour of their passports.  

She claimed that the majority of 

people entering the UK on flimsy 

cross-Channel boats are economic 

migrants and that there was no 

reason why any asylum seeker 

should come to the United Kingdom 

directly from France. 

Rather similarly, following a meeting 

in Malaga, the southern EU member 

states of Cyprus, Spain, Italy, Malta 

and Greece called for a ‘prevention 

strategy as the most important 

priority in the fight against irregular 

migration and human trafficking’ 

and said that ‘arrivals, whether they 

include people who really need 

international protection or not, 

prompt increased secondary 

movements, an overload of systems 

of asylum, reception and return, and 

above all, a dramatic loss of human 

lives.’ The five States reiterated ‘the 

need for common European 

participation in returns, and an active 

role of the EU’s organisations in the 

external dimension’. 

We feel the effects of these 

geopolitical currents in Doncaster, as 

the articles in this Newsletter attest.  

For myself, it is meeting the people 

who have made the crossings 

referred to above, and finding 

human beings in all their multi-

dimensional complexity, who are 

interested in justice and football, 

Arabic and English, food and 

meaningful existence, which 

encourages me to hope for a better 

world. 
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The Magic of Wild Heather 

By Mike Baldwin 

Community  Theatre  -  Doncaster 
Cast.  

Since 2019 The National Theatre has 
been running a Public Acts project 
working collaboratively and 
creatively with community groups 
around the country. 

Doncaster Cast, as a Theatre of 
Sanctuary, has been working with 
DCC on Thursday afternoons, pre-
pandemic creating “The Doncastrian 
Chalk Circle”, at it has become 
known.  

Workshops explored the joys and 
sorrows, celebrations and challenges 
of the human condition under the 
courageous leadership of Nic from 
Cast and James Blakey the 
production director.  

Unfortunately, just as real bonds and 
connections were being forged the 
pandemic hit and the production had 
to be postponed. 

However, regular “Acts of Joy”, 
zoom meetings continued, and 
moving, sincere creativity continued, 
resulting in “Stories to Get Us 
Through”.  Relationships and respect 
grew amongst the six organisations 
that took part:  DCC, Cast Young 
Company, b:friend, Edlington 
Community Organisation, Darts and 
Right Up Our Street.   

We also took part in a National 
Theatre Musical “We begin Again” 
reflecting on the Pandemic, what we 
had learnt and positively moving 
forward.  

We had training workshops in 
writing, listening, poetry, 
performance but mostly the need 
and importance of celebrating 

ourselves, each other and the joy of 
theatrical collaboration.  

I personally was constantly moved 
and amazed by the tremendous 
stories of challenge and courage 
expressed with great power and 
sensitivity. “It was the stories that 
saved us!” 

In July this year, we were at last able 
to meet together at Cast and start 
the creation of “The Magic of Wild 
Heather” joined by a wonderful 
writer, Jasmin Mandi-Ghomi  who 
turned our tentative workshops into 
an inspirational story of despair, 
hope and  courage. The re-birth of a 
lost community who learnt and then 
celebrated the magic of love and 
kindness, of sacrifice and generosity. 

When Heather was born people 
quickly became suspicious of the 
positive effect she had on the village 
and as these suspicions grew and the 
truth became distorted.  Heather left 
as a demoralised but brave teenager.  

On her adventures she met many 
“magical” people who shared their 
visions and stories, so when she 
realised her village was in desperate 
need, Heather immediately 
returned. 

Heather lovingly and courageously 
brought the villages together 
helping them to understand the 
magic of love, care and respect for all 
peoples deep within the hearts of all 
its members.  “It was the Stories 
that Saved Us!” 

James was a brilliant director who 
brought together a motley crew of 
beautiful individuals to create with 
Yasmin the writer, a remarkable and 
deeply moving piece of collaborative 
theatre.  The audience were an 
integral part of the performances 
and all shared in a celebratory feast 
at the end of each performance.  

I had the privilege of drumming for a 
song performed by Pablo singing 
about the power of a smile in 
Spanish.  

Also accompanying Samani in a 
rhythmic and engaging love song 
from South Sudan. 

Bipolar Abdul was our compère drag 
extraordinaire, Luke Robson as 
Alukasam the Magician doing 
amazing things with liquid metal 
rings, and August Charles from 
Zambia accompanied by Tom 
Woodhouse on guitar, singing 
beautifully jazzy, bluesy, melting 
songs which had us all up dancing.  

The cast ranged from 13 to 70+ and it 
was with respect, awe and wonder 
that I observed and experienced a 
supportive coming together of a very 
diverse group, who became one with 
sincere respect and love for all 
members.  Members who quietly 
sought out all opportunities to lift 
each other up which encouraged a 
positive spiral effect which was truly 
amazing and for me deeply 
humbling.  

Roll on the next mini production at 
Christmas.  I would passionately 
encourage anyone interested in 
taking part to contact me 0744 354 
2031, or mtb.frogst@talktalk.net 
and I’ll share the details.  

1st workshop  at Cast  Thursday 21st 
October  5.00  -  700pm 

 

 

mailto:mtb.frogst@talktalk.net
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A short break at Glenthorne 

By Negin Veisipoor 

 

 

Well 

I'm Negin  

I'm 19 and I'm an asylum seeker living 
in the UK with my family for about 2 
years. 

I haven't gone on any holiday here till 
last week. 

My family and I used to go on holiday 
too many times in our country but it 
was a long time ago. 

I'm writing this text just because I 
thought couldn't stay quiet without 
saying anything. 

I need to say that how grateful and 
thankful I am. 

After a long time, I went on a short 
holiday with my beloved family. 

We needed this... 

Before I got there, I could not even 
imagine what a fantastic place I'm 
going to. 

Honestly although I did not spend a 
long time there but we really enjoyed 
it and everything was perfect. 

We went to Windemere Glenthorne's 
guest house. 

Oh, God! 

What a lovely place! 

If you want me to express the place 
with just three words, I would say 
Calm, ethereal and verdant. 

 

There was a perfect meal too. 

 

Breakfast and dinner which was really 
healthy and delicious and also they 
gave us some bags that contained 
food as a snack for the rest of the day. 

I don't even know who actually did all 
those things to us which was so 
worthy and lovely for us. 

All I can say is a big thank you in this 
text on behalf of my family. 

I think the best way to repay you is 
that I do the same thing as you did to 
us to someone else on day to spread 
the love which is the main thing. 

 

 

A big thank you to the Glenthorne 
community from all of DCC for 
making all the arrangements and 
for being so flexible. 

Glenthorne is a long established 
guest house and meeting place in 
Grasmere, which aims to meet the 
differing needs of all guests in a 
peaceful atmosphere with Quaker 
values and ethos. 

The Welcome Project provides 
respite holidays for asylum 
seekers, refugees and their 
families, arranged in cooperation 
with asylum seeker support 
groups in the north of England. 

 

 

 
Glenthorne 
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Reopening the Meeting 
House 

 
Since the start of the pandemic in 
March 2020, the Meeting House has 
been closed and DCC has been 
effectively homeless. 
 
The constant question is – when can 
we re-open?  And in what form? – 
for other significant changes have 
taken place during this period, most 
notably the ‘dispersal’ of people 
seeking asylum away from the town 
centre to outlying parts of Doncaster, 
from Askern in the north to 
Mexborough in the west and to 
Stainforth in the east.  This has made 
our town-centre location less 
valuable for those living in these 
areas: the cost of a bus ticket would 
use up a person’s whole daily 
allowance. 
 
In response, we are experimenting 
with a range of alternative 
provisions: 

- The Stainforth Support 
Group will now meet on a 
Wednesday afternoon in the 
Church Hall, East Lane 

- DCC will open at St James’ 
Church Hall on Wednesdays 
at 2pm as a place for all to 
meet and talk 

- The Meeting House will be 
open on Thursday 
afternoons on an 
appointments-only basis to 
address practical problems 

 

 

The local context: 

‘Doncaster Delivering 

Together’ 

On the 23rd September 2021, 
Doncaster's new Borough Strategy 
'Doncaster Delivering Together' was 
agreed by full Council. 

According to the Council, this new 
strategy sets out the goals and 
priorities for the next 10 years, 
building on the success of Doncaster 
Growing Together and marks a 
significant change of gear in the 
collective effort to improve the 
wellbeing of everyone in the Borough 
and ensure that we leave a better 
place for future generations.  

The partnership strategy proposes 
new ways of working which respond 
to local needs and opportunities, 
seek to reduce inequalities and 
improve the wellbeing of people and 
place. To deliver this longer-term 
vision, eight cross-cutting priorities – 
the Great 8 – will drive the delivery 
of the work. 

The six well-being goals that set out 
the vision for the Borough’s future 
are: 

▪ Greener and Cleaner 
Doncaster 

▪ Skilled and Creative 
Doncaster 

▪ Prosperous and Connected 
Doncaster 

▪ Safe and Resilient Doncaster 

▪ Healthy and Compassionate 
Doncaster 

▪ Fair and Inclusive Doncaster 

And here are the eight cross-cutting 
priorities that will help deliver these 
goals: 

1. Tackling climate change 
2. Developing the skills to 

thrive in life & work  
3. Making Doncaster the best 

place to do business & create 
good jobs  

4. Building opportunities for 
healthier, happier & longer 
lives for all 

5. Creating safer, stronger, 
greener & cleaner 
communities where 
everyone belongs 

6. Nurturing a child & family-
friendly borough 

7. Building transport & digital 
connections fit for the future 

8. Promoting the borough & its 
cultural, sporting & heritage 
opportunities 

Each of these goals and priorities are 
relevant to the lives of people in 
Doncaster who are seeking asylum or 
who are refugees, yet nowhere are 
they explicitly mentioned.  Equally, 
these are people who could 
contribute to each of these priorities 
and goals, given the opportunity. 

The national context 

Asylum seekers and recent refugees 

per 100,000 of the population: 

[Guardian analysis based on Home 

Office data.  The data covers people 

living under one of the government’s 

asylum or resettlement schemes as 

of end of June 2021] 

UK total 69 

Scotland 64 

Northern Ireland 43 

Wales  77 

England: North-east 173 

North-west 123 

Yorkshire and Humber 109 

https://www.teamdoncaster.org.uk/doncaster-delivering-together
https://www.doncaster.gov.uk/services/the-council-democracy/doncaster-growing-together
https://www.doncaster.gov.uk/services/the-council-democracy/doncaster-growing-together
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East Midlands 49 

West Midlands 99 

East 18 

London 93 

South West 18 

South East 11 

 

New analysis by the Guardian shows 
that: 

• Victoria Atkins, the minister 
responsible for the Afghan 
resettlement scheme, has 
urged all councils to do their 
bit, yet her own local 
authority, East Lindsey 
district council in 
Lincolnshire, has supported 
only one asylum seeker since 
2016 and six Syrian refugees 
in January to March of 2020. 
Conversely, Middlesbrough, 
which has a similar 
population, is home to 550 
asylum seekers – the highest 
proportion of any local 
authority in England. 

• The three local authorities 
that have wards in Priti 
Patel’s parliamentary seat in 
Essex have not housed any 
Syrian refugees this year and 
had never supported more 
than 10 asylum seekers at 
any one time until this year 
(13 in April to June this year), 
while Rochdale was 
supporting 734 asylum 
seekers in the same period. 

• All but two cabinet ministers 
represent areas with a 
below-average number of 
refugees and asylum seekers, 
according to the latest 
government data. 

 

Withdrawals – 

Afghanistan and Darfur 

 
While much attention has been 
focussed on the withdrawal of 
western troops from Afghanistan, 
less attention has been paid to the 
withdrawal of UNAMID troops in 
Darfur. 
 
On 22 December 2020, the UN 
Security Council unanimously 
adopted Resolution 2559 (2020) to 
end the UNAMID mandate on 31 
December 2020, with full withdrawal 
to be completed by 30 June 2021. 
 
Richard Cockett, a trustee of Waging 
Peace, wrote of the withdrawal from 
Darfur: 
 
‘The United Nations and African 
Mission in Darfur, or UNAMID as it 
was much better known, was once 
the UN’s largest peacekeeping force 
in the world, boasting up to 24,000 
or so blue berets, both soldiers and 
police personnel, at the height of its 
powers. 
 
To many optimistic Darfuris, 
UNAMID promised a swift end to a 
conflict that had raged in the region 
since 2003 when armed groups had 
finally rebelled against decades of 
government oppression and 
marginalisation, provoking the 
government-backed Janjaweed 
militias into exacting a terrible, 
genocidal revenge.  
 
The sheer number of UN troops at 
the El Fasher base was certainly 
impressive, and as a visiting 
journalist I was taken out on patrols 
as the Rwandans, in particular, 
showed off all their hardware; 
armoured cars, night-vision goggles, 
bullet-proof vests and more. 

  
But even then, all was not quite as it 
seemed. My patrols were supposed 
to be demonstrations of strength and 
resolve, to reassure and protect local 
people, but the armoured cars never 
strayed too far from the base itself; 
as it turned out this was what the 
Rwandans and others were mainly 
concerned to protect rather than the 
refugees. 
 
It was not a happy omen; as the 
years went by UNAMID slipped from 
being merely ineffective to 
apparently colluding with the 
authorities to cover up instances of 
violence in the region. 
 
My friend Aicha El-Basri, well-known 
to Waging Peace, the then 
spokesperson for UNAMID, was 
forced to turn whistle-blower to 
expose such collusion. 
 
The Sudanese government always 
hated UNAMID and did the least 
possible to assist it. This was a major 
contribution to its relative failure. 
 
Even the new post-Bashir 
government wanted it out, and now 
they have succeeded. But for all its 
failings, UNAMID was the 
international community’s eyes and 
ears on the ground, a source of 
(imperfect) reporting.  
 
I fear Darfur will now just slip further 
from view, and the plight of the 
refugees certainly won’t improve. I 
don’t know what will happen to the 
bases; at least, unlike in Afghanistan, 
the successors of the Janjaweed 
won’t be getting to keep any brand 
new Black Hawk helicopters.’ 
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What's Next for These Walls Must 
Fall in South Yorkshire? 

By Rosie Huzzard [Organiser, 

These Walls Must Fall, South 

Yorkshire] 

Our local work in South Yorkshire is 
driven by a steering group of people 
with direct experience of detention. 
They call themselves Voice for 
Voiceless Immigration Detainees 
Yorkshire (VVIDY) and meet every 
two weeks. They are 
representatives of several groups 
including SYMAAG, ASSIST, 
Football Unites, Racism Divides, 
and Voices Ambassadors. 

Their focus right now is to expand 
the local TWMF network, raise 
awareness about detention, 
reporting, and other related issues 
far and wide through speaking 
opportunities. If your 
group/organisation would like a 
guest speaker at your meeting or 
event, they'd love to come and 
meet you! 

We are also hoping to recruit more 
members to the VVIDY group from 
our network, which would give 
access to free training and 
development opportunities for 
campaigners. If you or someone 
you know is interested, just reply to 
this and let us know! 

The rest of These Walls Must Fall is 
a network of groups and individuals 
who support our campaign and 
work on detention, everyone from 
activist groups like SYMAAG, 
charities like ASSIST and City of 
Sanctuary, to sports teams! The 
campaign needs both allies, and 

people with first hand experience, 
and that means you! 

Different parts of the campaign are 
involved in different ways and we 
can talk to you about that when we 
meet you. Supporting These Walls 
Must Fall can involve putting on 
awareness raising events, sharing 
our newsletters on your fundraising 
for our local group to continue their 
outreach, hosting us for meetings, 
or organising targeted action on 
politicians and decision makers. 

VVIDY and myself are currently 
planning the next These Walls Must 
Fall South Yorkshire organising 
meeting where we'll be reporting on 
the meeting with the Home Office 
and planning the next steps of the 
strategy. We would really like it if 
you would join us! We may not be 
able to invite everyone who 
supports the campaign along to this 
due to Covid safety, so if you or 
your group would like to be kept in 
the loop, please reply to this 
email:rosie@righttoremain.org.uk 

Less reported News 

Mediterranean crossings 

Within just a few hours on the night of 
27 September, 800 people landed on 
Lampedusa in several boats. In the 
biggest single arrival in years, 686 
people from Syria, Bangladesh, 
Morocco and Egypt arrived from 
Libya crammed into a 15-metre-
long fishing vessel. Another 117 
people arrived onboard five additional 
vessels later in the night. All new 
arrivals in Lampedusa are taken to a 
temporary reception centre with a 
capacity for 250 people: with the 
latest arrivals, the facility is 
now severely overcrowded and 
holding more than 1,000 
people. Announcing the end of its 
intervention in the Lampedusa 
hotspot, Médecins Sans 
Frontières (MSF) states: “A structural 
plan for the reception of migrants and 
refugees is more than ever needed. 
The emergency approach that is still 
used does not ensure a dignified 

welcome nor does it respond to the 
health needs of people, especially of 
the vulnerables”. 
 
On 26 September, 204 
survivors onboard a fishing boat 
disembarked in the port of Messina 
after being intercepted by the Italian 
Coast Guard off the Ionian coast of 
Calabria. Due to a fire on the fishing 
boat, the people were transferred to 
four navy vessels.  
 
60 people rescued on 20 
September by MSF’s Geo Barents 
vessel were finally 
granted permission to disembark in 
Sicily after seven requests to 
authorities in Malta and Italy. 
As of late September, Italy has 
seen more than 44,000 people 
disembark: this is nearly double the 
number during the same period of 
2020 when the COVID pandemic 
peaked and more than six times the 
number of arrivals as of late 
September of 2019. The vast 
majority, or more than 36,000, have 
arrived in Sicily. The International 
Organization for Migration (IOM) has 
registered 1,115 people as dead or 
missing on the central Mediterranean 
route as of 25 September. 
Source: ECRE 
 

 

The London Arms Fair 

By Alan Robinson [Chair of 

Trustees DCC] 

Every two years there is a major 
international Arms Fair in London. 
Governments from around the world 
are invited to send representatives 
to buy arms made in the UK. The 
argument from the government is 
that this helps British manufacturing 
and British jobs. The opposite 
argument, of course, is that this is 
equipment which kills and injures 
people, and is therefore a trade in 
death. This is known as DSEI, or 
Defence and Security Equipment 
International, and takes place at the 
ExCel Centre in London’s Docklands. 
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1,700+ arms companies planned to 
be there this year, marketing their 
lethal wares to an expected 36,000+ 
attendees from around the world. 
This year they were joined by 
companies selling surveillance 
equipment, drones and other tools 
of repression to police and state 
agencies.  

 

On the last two occasions, Doncaster 
Quakers, in company with others 
from across the country, have gone 
to London to make a protest at this 
lethal trade. This year many people 
were unable to attend, so Alan and 
Ann went to represent Doncaster 
and to join the protest.  

In previous years we have met to sit 
in front of lorries bringing equipment 
into the ExCel Centre. This time it 
was rather different. Instead of 
meeting during the preparation 
week, we met after the exhibition 
was open, at the West Gate, and our 
aim this time was to make our 
presence felt and to (hopefully) 
engage with people going in to the 
exhibition – since the road was 
blockaded, they had to walk from 
their taxis, trailing their wheeled 
suitcases.  

We met on Monday evening for a 
planned vigil which we had arranged 
to carry out inside the centre. There 
were probably about 250-300 of us. 
The centre would only admit 100, so 
those inside formed a half-circle 
against the fence, and those outside 
did the same, so as to be a single 
circle.  After several short speakers,   
we settled into a silence which was 

very powerful, despite the wind 
blowing most of the candles out.  

On Tuesday morning it was pouring 
with rain. Following a Quaker 
Meeting for Worship nearby, we 
moved to the gate, which had 
already been blockaded by 
protestors. We then spent much of 
the day in front of the gate, where a 
number of people had laid down in 
the road. Two women lay there all 
day, in the wet, though well 
supported. There was singing and 
there were speakers, of whom 
Vivienne Westwood was the one 
which attracted the most attention – 
very good, but so were others, who 
attracted less attention as part of the 
limited press coverage. There were 
messages of support, especially from 
people in Yemen, saying how 
grateful they were for our continued 
support, and that they were glad 
they had not been forgotten. At 2 
p.m. there was another Meeting for 
Worship. Just before the end we 
were interrupted further by the 
arrival of a very noisy Dalek (“I am a 
legitimate arms dealer. Let me 
through. I have a ticket.”), which is 
an excellent tactic but could have 
waited until we had finished.  

Just down the road I saw the only 
arrest all day – this of a young man in 
a big vehicle who got into an 
argument with blockaders who were 
sitting in the road. He tried to drive 
round the blockade on the pavement 
where I was (doing some damage to 
his car in the process) and continued 
to shout at the particular protester 
who had angered him (who was 
himself, unfortunately, drunk). 
Eventually he jumped from the car 
and made for the protester – he got 
about three paces before five police 
officers jumped on him, pushed him 
up against a tree, and handcuffed 
him. Eventually they let him go, but 
his car effectively blocked the 

alternative route along the 
pavement – it’s an ill wind.  

A lot of abuse was hurled at people 
going in and out, which I felt was not 
exactly helpful. Others who took 
leaflets and engaged with the public, 
I think, gained more from those 
encounters. Not everyone was on 
our side, of course, such as a man 
sitting in a stationary car who was 
rumoured to be the head of security, 
and who said they had a living to 
earn, and suggested to some of us 
(including two GPs, a solicitor, and a 
professional researcher and 
consultant) that we should get a job 
– not in so many words, I have to say! 
The police were relaxed all day, and 
there was no confrontation that I 
saw. Someone suggested that they 
didn’t want wet protesters in their 
vans.  

 

Did we achieve anything? Hard to 
say – there is clearly growing 
opposition to the arms sales industry 
(see Sadiq Khan’s comments 
reported in the Friend) and it is a 
growing movement, even though 
there were fewer people than in 
previous years. And we are able to 
tell our friends in other countries, 
where these weapons are put into 
use, that not everybody in the UK 
supports this trade, and some of us 
are trying to stop it. It is as usual 
about striking a balance between 
spectacle and speaking to 
individuals. We got very wet, but I’m 
glad I went.  
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 To receive a copy of this newsletter by email, send a message to 
Paulfitzp@aol.com 

Please send your contributions and suggestions to the same address. 

Doncaster Conversation Club offers opportunities for local people 
and people who have sought asylum in the UK to join together to 
share friendship, while offering support and practical help.  

  

The Club seeks to create a relaxed, friendly and supportive environment,  
and works on the principles  of  

Ownership – everyone can get involved  

Impartiality – it is not affiliated to any political or religious body 
Confidentiality – what you say is private  

Respect – for each other’s differences and individuality.  

  

DCC is pleased to acknowledge the support of Doncaster Society of 
Friends (Quakers), The Red Cross, The Refugee Council, Migrant 
Help, The Doncaster Clinical Commissioning Group, St Leger 
Homes, Club Doncaster Foundation, Ongo M25 Services, YMCA, 
DARTS, CAST, Fareshare, The Brelms Trust, The Ruth Hayman 
Trust and Doncaster Minster.  

 

The Doncaster Conversation Club is run entirely by volunteers with the 
support of occasional grants for specific activities, currently from the Allen 
Lane Foundation, and the Wharfedale Trust  

  

 

 

 
The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual 
contributors. 
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