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STANDING ALONGSIDE REFUGEES AND ASYLUM SEEKERS IN DONCASTER  IN THIS ISSUE 

                 

 

The Home Secretary’s Introduction 

to the Government’s proposed New 

Plan for Immigration encapsulates its 

muddled view of history, its 

confusion of immigration and 

asylum, its selective use of statistics, 

its desire to associate asylum with 

illegality and criminality, and its 

contextualisation within the political 

rhetoric of Brexit and the confused 

notion of taking back control of 

borders, as if ‘Global Britain’ 

described some new-formed political 

entity.  The UK now proposes to 

follow the trend of offering 

temporary, and thus inferior and 

more precarious, protection status to 

people seeking asylum. 

She thinks that Denmark is a model 

to be emulated.  Unfortunately, it 

has become a European leader in 

policies to deter people from going 

there, from the threat to take 

jewellery from refugees, to the ‘zero 

integration’ policy, to now, as ECRE 

eloquently expresses it, ‘a plan to 

send refugees back to Syria – not 

eventually, not when it is safe, not 

once the Assad regime has fallen or 

been constrained by a “peace” 

agreement – but now. It has started 

to revoke protection status and to 

detain people in preparation for their 

return to Syria, specifically to the 

regime-controlled greater Damascus 

area which it (alone) considers to be 

safe. Hundreds of people are already 

affected and the policy is causing 

immense distress among Syrians in 

Denmark and elsewhere in Europe.’ 

Today is the closing date for 

consultation on this ‘New Plan’.  

Refugee organisations across the 

country have united in condemning 

its proposals for a two-tier system 

and the falsehoods it conveys in the 

representation of people seeking 

international protection. 
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Sovereign borders, half-truths and innuendos 

By Paul FitzPatrick 
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Club Doncaster 

Foundation joins 

organisations across the 

UK to ‘welcome 

refugees’ as part of 

Amnesty’s ‘Football 

Welcomes’ month 

 

December 2020 saw the initial 2 year 

Club Doncaster Foundation – along 

with Doncaster Rovers, Doncaster 

Rovers Belles and the Dons - 

is joining football clubs across the 

country this month to welcome refug

ees and people seeking asylum, as 

part of Amnesty International’s 

Football Welcomes campaign.    

    
Now in its fifth year, Football 
Welcomes highlights the role football 
can play in bringing people together 
and creating more welcoming 
communities for refugees and 
celebrates the contribution players 
from a refugee background make to 
the game.   
 
This year, Football Welcomes month 
coincides with the return of 
grassroots sport as lockdown rules 
ease, which provides a much-needed 
opportunity for people to reconnect 
with each other and their 
communities and to improve mental 
and physical health.  
 

"Football is a universal language and 
it’s evident in the progression that 
we see at the sessions", explained 
Foundation Health and Wellbeing 
Coordinator Lewis O'Connor.  "We’re 
proud of the work that we do at the 
Foundation that uses football to help 
unite people of all backgrounds - 
helping emphasise our ethos as being 
at the Heart of Doncaster.   
 
"We’re now able to resume these 
vital sessions following the easing of 
lockdown and are looking forward to 
using the power of football to bring 
more people together."   
 
Rovers skipper Tom Anderson added: 
“Football gives people a sense of 
community and a feeling of 
belonging whether that be from 
playing for a team or supporting 
one.  
 
“For the Foundation be able to 
provide that sense of community and 
family and create a welcoming 
community for people who have fled 
conflict and persecution is incredible. 
Football brings people together and 
this project highlights that.”  
 

 
 
To mark the month, which is 
supported by the players of People’s 
Postcode Lottery, the Foundation 
have welcomed back members of the 
DCC United (a football team made up 
of refugees and people seeking 

asylum) for their regular training 
sessions at the Club Doncaster 
Academy pitches.   
   
During April, alongside the usual 
football training, Rovers will be 
designated a home match to 
Amnesty and Football Welcomes and  
the Foundation will be hosting a 
watch along with DCC United.   
    
Naomi Westland, movement building 
manager at Amnesty International 
UK, said: “With the long-awaited 
return of outdoor activities, we 
are excited to see the commitment 
from the footballing 
community to come 
together and welcome refugees.    
    
“Clubs like Doncaster Rovers and 
community arms like Club Doncaster 
Foundation are at the heart of their 
communities and football can be 
powerful force for good, bringing 
people together and a providing a 
sense of purpose and belonging. For 
those who’ve fled conflict and 
persecution and had to leave 
everything behind, this is incredibly 
important.    
    
“It’s heartening to see football clubs 
across the country doing great work 
in their communities to show there is 
more that unites us than divides us.”  
 
 

 

 

 

https://www.amnesty.org.uk/football-welcomes-refugees
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/football-welcomes-refugees
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2020 Asylum statistics 

In view of the Government’s 

concern about the number of 

‘illegal invaders’, it is worth 

paying attention to the 

Government’s own asylum 

statistics, collated here by Nic 

Burne    

  

These tables were gleaned from ... 

    

https://www.gov.uk/government/sta

tistical-data-sets/asylum-and-

resettlement-datasets.  The 

spreadsheet involved is one of many 

and this one had 23 tabs! 

     

SUMMARY POINTS  

    

Table 1   In 2020 only 6,569 

applications were successful without 

appealing; 7,796 were refused.  

           

In 2020 these 6,569 successful 

applications gave 9,113 people 

status; 9,978 were refused.  

    

Table 3  There were 29,456 asylum 

applications (main applicants only) in 

the year ending December 2020.

     

In addition, the number of people 

participating in the Vulnerable 

Persons Resettlement Project (VPRP) 

was substantially reduced in 2020 

due to the pandemic.  

     

Two thirds of claimants wait for an 

initial decision for over 6 months.  

The statistics do not clarify how 

many of these wait for longer than 

one year.   

   

 45% of appeals are successful.   How 

much distress, unhappiness and cost 

could be saved if the Home Office 

got it right first time?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/asylum-and-resettlement-datasets
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/asylum-and-resettlement-datasets
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/asylum-and-resettlement-datasets
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The ‘New Plan’ for 

immigration 

Some points from Refugee Council 

What is the government 
proposing? 

Discriminatory two-tier system 

Refugees who travel to the UK 
via ‘irregular’ routes (like 
crossing the Channel) will have 
fewer rights and entitlements 
than those arriving via ‘regular’ 
routes (like resettlement). 

Seeking asylum is not a crime. 
The Refugee Convention is clear 
that people seeking asylum 
should not be penalised for 
entering a country through 
irregular routes. 

Limiting existing 'safe' routes 

The proposals would remove 
annual targets for the UK 
resettlement programme and 

further restrict refugee family 
reunion rights. 

The UK has a proud recent history 
of resettlement, successfully 
resettling 20,000 refugees from 
the conflict in Syria over the last 
five years. Shockingly, the new 
proposals remove a resettlement 
target, leaving the UK with no 
clear ambition on resettlement 
and effectively reducing an 
existing ‘safe’ route to the UK. 

By limiting refugee family reunion 
rights for some 
refugees, thousands of women 
and children will be left facing the 
harrowing choice of staying 
permanently separated from their 
loved ones, or embarking on 
treacherous journeys to reach 
them in the UK. 

Reception centres and 'offshore 
processing' 

The Government is proposing to 
build ‘reception centres’ to hold 
people who have made an 
asylum claim in the UK and to 

change the law to enable 
‘offshore’ processing. 

Throughout the pandemic we’ve 
been horrified by the shameful 
conditions refugees have 
experienced in barracks and hotel 
accommodation and we are 
worried that the reception 
centres look like a continuation of 
this plan. 

Offshore processing is inhumane. 
In Australia, this has had a 
devastating impact on the mental 
health of people seeking asylum, 
with very high rates of self-harm 
and suicide. 

 

Donny Doodles 

8. Abdelaziz shares his 

story during Football 

Welcomes Month 

Club Doncaster Foundation's 
Football Welcomes 
participant Abdelaziz shared his 
story with 'Goal Click' during 
Football Welcomes month.  

Football Welcomes – a project set up 
by Amnesty International - provides 
a place for refugees and people 
seeking asylum to create community 
and play football. In 2019, Amnesty 
selected five football partners to 
deliver the programme which 
included Club Doncaster.  
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Abdelaziz, from Sudan, is now 
settled in Doncaster and works 
delivering for Amazon and describes 
football sessions at the Keepmoat 
Stadium as his “happy place”.  

“Football is important to me because 
it releases me from all the stresses of 
life and work - as I work three jobs 
now,” he explained to Goal Click.  

“Football is the biggest part of my 
life. Doncaster Rovers is a good team 
and important to the local 
community.   

“It has now been long time without 
football. It’s so boring. I hope that we 
won’t be locked down again. I will be 
so happy when I play football at 
Keepmoat every week.”  

Donny Doodles 

9. The Syrian Tailors 

 
 
When it became clear for the urgent 
need for face masks and PPE 
equipment many people picked up 
their needle and thread and started 
to sew. For those who had previously 
worked as professional tailors in 
their home countries, helping out in 
this way came naturally. In Sheffield, 
Syrian tailors Youssef and Zaher 
were part of a team who made over 
50 masks for a care home and scrubs 
for key workers.  He did this for 
Doncaster too.  They also gave 
virtual workshops to teach other 
refugees how to sew masks by hand 
or with a sewing machine. The World 

JewishRelief programme STEP            
supported them with this, providing 
material for the masks as well as 
supporting Youssef and Zaher into 
work. Talking about this generous 
project, Zaher said: “It is in my 
nature to help people. When Covid-
19 hit, when I knew I could do 
something to help using my skills I 
didn’t hesitate. I try to help people. 
Even when I have problems, I like to 
help others as it raises my spirit.” 
 

 
Source: IMIX 

Less reported news 
 

1. NARIC is now ENIC 

UK ENIC is the UK National 
Information Centre for global 
qualifications and skills.  Following 
the UK’s leaving the EU, the former 
UK NARIC recognition agency 
function changed from a NARIC 
(which is an EU-only title) to an ENIC 
(the wider European title for national 
recognition agencies) in order to 
meet the UK's continuing treaty 
obligations under the Lisbon 
Recognition Convention. 
 
The UK NARIC national agency 
function naric.org.uk is now UK ENIC 
www.enic.org.uk – managed by 
Ecctis www.ecctis.com. 
 

This is important for anyone who 
wants to have their qualifications 
recognised. 
 

2. ‘I SAT WATCHING LIFE GO BY 
MY WINDOW FOR SO LONG’ 

 
This new report from the Refugee 
Council gathers the experiences of 
8,700 people seeking asylum who 
were accommodated in 90 hotels 
across the UK during the pandemic.  
 
The Refugee Council states: “people 
have routinely lacked basic essentials 
such as shoes and coats, have been 
confined to their rooms for days on 
end while waiting for their one set of 
clothing to be cleaned, and have 
been left unable to access even basic 
healthcare despite many having 
complex health needs”. According to 
the council it: “has been working 
with hundreds of people seeking 
asylum in hotels and has witnessed 
the decline in people’s mental health 
resulting from their experiences, 
leading some to self-harm and 
experience suicidal thoughts”. The 
report further points to limitation in 
access to legal assistance and health 
risks linked to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 

3. Channel crossings 
 

In the largest arrival in a single 
day in 2021 – nine small boats 
carrying 209 people crossed the 
Channel on 28 April. According to the 
Home Office another 166 people 
were prevented from crossing by 
French authorities. More than 1,850 
people have reached the UK by boat 
in 2021. 

Source: English Channel migrant crossings 
reach daily high for 2021 - BBC News 

 

https://www.worldjewishrelief.org/news/145-supporting-syrian-refugees-in-the-uk
http://www.ecctis.com/
https://ecre.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8e3ebd297b1510becc6d6d690&id=463640e987&e=8b5a352c18
https://ecre.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8e3ebd297b1510becc6d6d690&id=7ebdcd3d2d&e=8b5a352c18
https://ecre.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8e3ebd297b1510becc6d6d690&id=7ebdcd3d2d&e=8b5a352c18
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-kent-56923096
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-kent-56923096
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Meet the voice of Hidden 

Winter 

         

An exploration of a first performance 

role and the benefits of theatre for 

people seeking sanctuary.                 

By Firas Chihi 

I don't really know where to start… 

Hidden Winter was my first 

experience working in the theatre 

industry and I never expected to 

work as a performer in my life! 

I was working as a translator for SBC 

Theatre at the start of this project, 

which was something that I really 

enjoyed doing. Being a member of 

such an amazing team, creating such 

an amazing work and meeting all 

those lovely kids every Saturday was 

a real pleasure for me.  

What I loved the most about Hidden 

Winter was the fact that I could see 

the joy in each child’s face every 

week. They knew they were the 

important part of this big, fun, 

ambitious project and that made me 

feel really proud of the whole team. 

I love the idea of using art and 

theatre to make someone feel 

welcome and to make them feel part 

of something, and that someone out 

there does really care about them. 

That’s what Hidden Winter was 

about. 

We had a lot of different activities 

every week that were offered to the 

children and their families, from 

drawing ideas for characters to 

getting their grown up to tell them 

stories about what they used to do in 

winter when they were young. I think 

the workshops gave all the 

participants a special feeling and 

made as all feel connected to each 

other even in such difficult 

circumstances. 

Not being able to mix, see and meet 

other people was quite a hard thing 

for all of us this year but especially 

for those who are new to the 

country. 

So our creative team, alongside Ruby 

and Sam from The Herd, were able to 

find a different and new way to make 

our daily walks a bit more fun and to 

help children to better discover and 

to get to know their local park while 

listening to a audio story walk 

narrated by….  

ME! 

When Rosie offered me the job, I was 

a bit confused! I always thought that 

I had a terrible voice, and that I 

would never do anything like this. 

But at the same time, I wanted to 

contribute more to this project and 

to give those families, who came to 

our sessions every week, a story 

based on everything they told us 

during the workshop using their 

creative imagination. I wanted to 

keep helping them feel part of 

something important, and mostly to 

make them feel welcome. 

I was really lucky that as a first 

experience within the theatre 

industry I had the chance to work 

with the UK’s first Theatre Company 

Of Sanctuary, a company whose 

main goal is to work with and create 

opportunities for those seeking 

sanctuary in the UK to tell their 

stories in their own way, using their 

own voice. 

Now, I am a permanent member of 

the SBC team, which makes me feel 

really proud and excited to work on 

more projects in the future and to 

consider trying more things within 

theatre, because I really enjoyed my 

first experience as a performer. I 

even got to hear myself on BBC 

radio! This whole experience has 

encouraged me and given me more 

confidence in myself and made me 

believe that I’m capable of achieving 

more things within the theatre 

industry. And that is something VERY 

unexpected! 

Hidden Winter 

‘I’ve got a story to tell you. It’s a story 

that, up until now, has been hidden 

away. Nobody’s heard it. It’s a story 

that happened near to where you’re 

sitting right now. It’s a story about 

the people and places right on your 

doorstep…’ 

Join 8-year-old Hiba, a mischievous 

cat, and a trail of winter clothes to 

discover a brand new audio 

adventure that celebrates the joys 

and difficulties of making a new 

friend.   

An exciting, new story-walk 

adventure co-created with young 

sanctuary seekers in Bradford, made 

for children everywhere and their 

grownups. Pop on your headphones, 

join us for a very special stroll around 

your local park and rediscover the 

magic of your surroundings. 

With thanks to Stand and Be Counted 

Theatre, Bradford 
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Based at the 

 
Quaker Meeting House 

Off St James St 

 Doncaster DN1 3RH 

 To receive a copy of this newsletter by email, send a message to 
Paulfitzp@aol.com 

Please send your contributions and suggestions to the same address. 

Doncaster Conversation Club offers opportunities for local people 
and people who have sought asylum in the UK to join together to 
share friendship, while offering support and practical help.  

  

The Club seeks to create a relaxed, friendly and supportive environment, 
and works on the principles of  

Ownership – everyone can get involved  

Impartiality – it is not affiliated to any political or religious body 
Confidentiality – what you say is private  

Respect – for each other’s differences and individuality.  

  

DCC is pleased to acknowledge the support of Doncaster Society of 
Friends (Quakers), The Red Cross, The Refugee Council, Migrant 
Help, The Doncaster Clinical Commissioning Group, St Leger 
Homes, Club Doncaster Foundation, Ongo M25 Services, YMCA, 
DARTS, CAST, Fareshare, The Brelms Trust, The Ruth Hayman 
Trust and Doncaster Minster.  

 

The Doncaster Conversation Club is run entirely by volunteers with the 
support of occasional grants for specific activities, currently from the Allen 
Lane Foundation, and the Wharfedale Trust  

  

Picture credits: Club Doncaster Foundation, IMIX, SBC Theatre 

 

 
The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual 
contributors. 

 

Paul FitzPatrick 
Doncaster Conversation Club 
Doncaster, South Yorkshire 
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