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STANDING ALONGSIDE REFUGEES AND ASYLUM SEEKERS IN DONCASTER  IN THIS ISSUE 

                 

 

In 1998, the Labour Government 

presented a White Paper entitled 

Fairer, Faster and Firmer, subtitled ‘a 

modern approach to asylum and 

immigration’.  This modern approach 

introduced the system we all know 

and love: dispersal to relieve the 

burden on London, Section 4 and 

Section 95, the creation of asylum 

dispersal areas and eventually the 

privatised system of asylum 

accommodation.  It introduced the 

figure of the ‘bogus asylum seeker’. 

But it has not turned out to be 

modern enough – the Home 

Secretary now proposes ‘a New Plan 

for Immigration’ with three ‘firm but 

fair’ objectives: ‘to increase the 

fairness of our system to protect and 

support those in genuine need of 

asylum; to deter illegal entry into the 

UK; and to remove more easily from 

the UK those with no right to be 

here’. 

These proposals come at a time 

when new applications for asylum in 

the UK are at an historically low 

level: there were 36,041 first time 

applicants in 2020.  By contrast, 

UNHCR estimated the number of 

forcibly displaced persons worldwide 

at over 80 million. 

The proposals are positioned firmly 

within current anti-EU rhetoric about 

‘taking back control’, about ‘global 

Britain being open to the world’, and 

about ‘our proud history of 

protecting refugees’.  For the first 

time, whether you enter the UK 

legally or illegally will have an impact 

on how your asylum claim 

progresses, and on your status in the 

UK if that claim is successful. 

The Home Office have opened a six-

week consultation process on these 

proposals.  There is much to 

consider. 
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Fairer, Faster, Firmer: back to the future 

By Paul FitzPatrick 
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Doncaster AMIF End of 

Project Report 1919-20 

By Gavin Nicholls 

December 2020 saw the initial 2 year 
project come to an end, we found 
out last year that funding had been 
secured for an extra 2 years so we 
will continue providing the service 
until the end of December 2022, they 
are classing this as a new project so 
we thought we’d share with you 
some of the work we’ve achieved in 
the last 2 years. 
 
We got the ball rolling at the end of 
May 2019 and had a target to engage 
with 240 beneficiaries who had 
received a positive asylum decision 
within the last 2 years by the end of 
2020, we were well on target to hit 
this by the middle of 2020 but then 
Covid struck, everything shut down, 
people stopped getting their 
decisions and move-ons from asylum 
accommodation were suspended. By 
the end of the project we had still 
managed to engage with 280 people 
which was well above the target 
despite the several months of 
lockdown. Our busiest period was 
the quarter 4 of 2019 when we 
started working with 87 new 
beneficiaries in those 3 months 
alone. Of the 280 beneficiaries we 
engaged with 205 were individuals 
and 75 were part of a family (parents 
with children/couples). The project 
we are funded through is to provide 
support for up to 3 months to each 
beneficiary but as we’ve found it’s 
sometimes impossible to deal with 
all the issues in that period of time 
and we continue supporting people 
for as long as they need us. 
 
One of the effects of the lockdown 
and social distancing measures was 
that we lost the weekly Conversation 
Club at Meeting House, this was a 

hive of activity and an invaluable 
space for asylum seekers and 
refugees where we would hold our 
drop in session among all the other 
fantastic services that were on offer. 
On average we engaged with 
between 15-20 people each week at 
the session and this drop in is where 
we got most of our referrals from. 
We are still contacted by the 
volunteers from Conversation Club 
when people they are supporting 
receive their decisions but a lot of 
our referrals lately have been 
through word of mouth, they’ve got 
our details from friends and family 
members who’ve previously received 
our support, we believe this is 
testament to the good service we 
provide that people recommend  
us to others. 
When we first meet people we 
complete an assessment which gives 
us a bit of background information 
and looks at where they need 
support, for people who’ve just 
received their decisions and with 
that the 28 day notice to leave the 
asylum accommodation, the most 
important things are opening a bank 
account, making the relevant benefit 
claim and sourcing suitable housing. 
It’s important to remember that not 
everyone who we provide our service 
too needs help with these things 
though and although they are the 
most important we have helped with 
all matter of issues including driving 
licences, NI Numbers, school places, 
travel documents, looking for 
employment, accessing training and 
education, registering with health 
services, family reunion, issues with 
Residence Permits, to name but a 
few. 
 

DEMOGRAPHICS 
 

Here’s a look at some of the 
demographics of the people we 

have supported over the last 2 
years. 
 

 

 
 
As you can see from the figures the 
majority of people we support are 
males (77.5%) and fall within the 21-
40 year old age range (84.5%) 
particularly 21-30 which makes up 
more than half of all beneficiaries.    
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Eritrea is the country that has the 
largest number of people making up 
nearly a quarter of beneficiaries 
followed by Sudan (20%) and Iran 
(17.5%), those 3 countries make up 
over half of all beneficiaries. 

 

 
 
 

The most popular status that people 
receive is the Refugee – Leave to 
Remain which makes up over 80% of 
the statuses received. We have 
recently seen an increase in the 
number of people arriving through 
family reunion, which seems to be 
continuing. 
 
As previously mentioned making 
initial benefit claims are really 
important and we’ve assisted 219 
people to make claims, Universal 
Credit is the most popular but we’ve 
helped with Child Benefit, PIP, DLA, 
Attendance Allowance, Carers 
Allowance and even some pensions. 
Having a bank account is equally as 
important and we’ve helped 129 
people open bank accounts, we’ve 
found Nationwide and Halifax the 
easiest to open as sometimes a lack 
of suitable ID is a barrier to some 
bank accounts. 
 
A large number of people require 
support with housing and this chart 
shows a breakdown of the type of 
accommodation people have 
secured, some beneficiaries have 
moved more than once during our 
support so we have used where they 
ended up in the figures. We have 
supported 180 people to secure 
housing. We have built up good 
relationships with a number of 
supported housing providers, private 
landlords and St. Leger who manage 
the local authority accommodation 
as we ensure smooth transitions into 
the accommodation by assisting with 
setting up utilities/paying 
rent/moving their belongings in etc. 
 
One of the issues with people getting 
accommodation is these are usually 
unfurnished and grants that are 
available are usually only for 1 or 2 
items. So last year in partnership 
with the Conversation Club, we were 
very kindly offered some storage 

space and started collecting and 
storing second hand furniture, we 
take photos of each item and it is 
uploaded to a Dropbox account and 
the link is then sent out to people 
who can choose which items they 
need. We then deliver the furniture 
to their properties. We test all 
electrical items first to make sure 
they are safe and any material has to 
have the fire safety labels attached. 
We have helped 52 beneficiaries with 
furnishing their properties so far. 
 
A lot of beneficiaries once they 
receive their decision just want to 
find work as quickly as possible, we 
are aware of 79 people entering 
employment during our support, we 
are sure this would have been many 
more had it not been for the 
lockdown. Doncaster has a number 
of large warehouses and this is 
where the majority of people start 
but others have got jobs with hotels, 
cleaning companies, job centres, arts 
projects and recently we even had 1 
join our area team in the council. 
 
Despite the issues with lockdown and 

social distancing we were able to 

start seeing people face to face again 

in July using the safe spaces within 

the council which was very important 

to the people using our service. 

One of the issues with the 

Conversation club having to close its 

doors were the asylum seekers were 

unable to access the food parcels 

that they used to collect weekly. 

Since the first lockdown in March we 

have taken on delivery of these food 

parcels and have so far delivered in 

the region of 1,200 food parcels, we 

collect the food sort it out and 

distribute it on a Thursday, for the 

last few months we’ve also accessed 

items from the Hygiene Bank and so 
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cleaning products and toiletries have 

been added to the parcels. 

The new project started in January 

this year which has increased the 

length of time we can support people 

from 3 to 6 months and some new 

external partners have joined the 

project so we will be able to access 

more support for family reunion 

through Sheffield Hallam 

Universities’ family reunion clinic and 

access to IT equipment through 

Solidaritech. 

January 2021 has started very busily 
for us and we have seen a large 
increase in the number of people we 
have been seeing, we have 
welcomed a new part time member 
of staff with Claire joining the team 
and we look forward to the relaxing 
of restrictions, the Conversation Club 
reopening its doors and meeting lots 
more amazing people. 

 

 

The Young Asylum 

Guide 

Produced by Right 2 Remain 
 
Right 2 Remain have launched a 
brand new online resource that they 
have been working on during the 
difficult Covid days: the young 
asylum guide. 
 

The new website – inspired by 
our online asylum navigation board, 
launched during the first lockdown – 
is a guide to the main stages of the 
asylum process that young people 
(unaccompanied children) seeking 
asylum in the UK go through. The 
resource explains the major stages of 
the legal and support process, with 
innovative problem cards that “flip 
over” to reveal more information and 
actions people can take. 

They produced this resource in 
partnership with Gina Antchandie of 
Croydon Council, whose huge 
amount of work on this project and 
attention to detail was invaluable. 

In developing the asylum guide, they 
also had huge help from the E3 class 
of SummerMix 
2020, GMIAU and Coram’s Young 
Citizens.  

 

The website was developed by the 
brilliant Red Ink. The artwork used 
throughout the website was made 
by young people who are currently 
navigating the asylum process, in a 
workshop facilitated by the 
artist Tim Sanders. 

The guide explains the key stages of 

the UK asylum process that young 

people will go through, and does so 

in appropriate language. 

You can click on Overview for an 

understanding of the whole process 

from start to finish. You can move 

onto a specific stage by clicking on it. 

You can also go onto each stage by 

using the Stages menu (small tab on 

the left) or the arrows on each stage 

page.  Problems arising at each are 

identified along with ways of dealing 

with the problems.  

The asylum process can be very 
difficult, but there is a lot of help 
available. 

Go the People who can help page 
and turn over the cards to find out 
more. On this page, you will also find 
a card about your care plan and your 
pathway plan. It is important you 
read about those plans. 

Donny Doodles 

5. Made in Doncaster: I am 

not your subject 

In the first episode of Made in 
Britain, a video journalism project 
examining poverty, inequality and 
the challenges communities face in 
the wake of the coronavirus 
pandemic. And created in 
collaboration with local 
communities, three working-class 
women from Doncaster take us on a 
journey through 2020. With Brexit, 
deindustrialisation and the pandemic 
as the backdrop, the women fight to 
forge a new identity for themselves 
and the town. 

Produced by the Guardian. 

https://righttoremain.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9175e7ebdf93b7e5581be2c51&id=79412a359a&e=c920de135d
https://righttoremain.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9175e7ebdf93b7e5581be2c51&id=3c8ce10dcd&e=c920de135d
https://righttoremain.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9175e7ebdf93b7e5581be2c51&id=3c8ce10dcd&e=c920de135d
https://righttoremain.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9175e7ebdf93b7e5581be2c51&id=e6a0ab32ca&e=c920de135d
https://righttoremain.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9175e7ebdf93b7e5581be2c51&id=a388c384f6&e=c920de135d
https://righttoremain.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9175e7ebdf93b7e5581be2c51&id=a388c384f6&e=c920de135d
https://righttoremain.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9175e7ebdf93b7e5581be2c51&id=bdd06236db&e=c920de135d
https://righttoremain.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9175e7ebdf93b7e5581be2c51&id=270cbe7749&e=c920de135d
https://youngasylumguide.org.uk/overview/
https://youngasylumguide.org.uk/overview/
https://youngasylumguide.org.uk/people-who-can-help
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Donny Doodles 

6. The need to create a new 

normal 

By Mike Baldwin 

 

I have been a part of a project 
which aims to cheer people up 
after a very difficult year. 
 
The National Theatre has been in 
collaboration with Cast Theatre to 
create the Stories That Got Us 
Through podcast. 
 
We all shared our experiences 
that made us who we are today.  I 
shared my story of learning to 
play football in Tanzania and we 
had a young couple speak about 
their future.  Others delved into 
self-destruction, confidence and 
friendship. 
 
Listening to others stories has 
helped me and I hope that they 
will do the same for others.  I 
have not been immune to the 
effects of this year.  I have been 
sleeping less and less and have 
felt out of kilter with the human 
spirit, caused by not being able to 
see friends and family, play guitar 
or sing in my choir. 
 
The podcast project has helped 
me to see the positive. 

It’s wonderful to see the beauty in 
diversity, to see how this time has 
brought out courage and bravery 
in so many. 
 
All people have beauty inside of 
them no matter how insignificant 
they may appear. 
 
When the government 
restrictions lift, I hope to visit my 
daughter in Manchester whom I 
haven’t been able to see for many 
months.  I will also be attending 
the wedding of my son, to be held 
in a garden. 
 
I hope and beg that people will 
not just return to ‘normal’ when 
all of this is over, but rather make 
a better situation where we focus 
on being human. 
 
I hope this year has opened 
people’s eyes and made them 
more aware of the challenges of 
others.  And maybe get them to 
challenge the establishment over 
it - I don’t believe the world will 
survive if we continue the way we 
are. 
 
We need a new normal. 
 
The Stories That Got Us Through 
podcast is out now and can be 
listened to here. 
 
 

 

SYMAAG talks for change 

 

This series of talks and discussions 

brings together academic and activist 

perspectives, alongside those with 

lived experience of the issues 

involved.  They are conducted via 

zoom.   

They take place on the last Thursday 

of each month, at 7pm 

29 April: Housing 

 

Ramadhan boxes 

This April, a week before Ramadhan, 

I will inshaAllah be delivering 

Ramadhan food boxes.  They will be 

culturally and religiously appropriate.  

Food Aware will be supplying the 

food. 

If anyone would like one, or knows of 

a family that would benefit, please 

call Akeela in confidence: 

07967 707426. 

https://www.publicactsdoncaster.com/stories-to-get-us-through
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Donny Doodles 

7. Vaccinations at the Mosque 

By Simaa Jebabli 

On Friday 19 March, I was invited to 
be an Arabic interpreter at Jamia 
Masjid Sultania in Hyde Park, 
Doncaster. 
 

 
 
Upon my arrival I introduced myself 
to the people who were standing 
outside the Masjid to welcome the 
arrivals.  They were so helpful and 
welcoming.  They took me for a tour 
around the Masjid, to show me the 
place and how everything was going. 
 
I then discovered that the Masjid was 
a vaccination centre.  I was so 
pleased to see how organised and 
clean the Masjid was, and the most 
noticeable thing was that all the 
women at the place were wearing a 
head scarf (hijab), which I found a 
very respectful form of behaviour 
from them. 
 
Moreover, there were so many 
people from Doncaster Council, BBC1 
and Hallam fm to cover this event.  
During Friday prayer, the people at 
the Masjid were so generous and 
kind to offer a delicious meal to all 
staff there, with refreshments 
available round the clock. 
 
It was a great idea to turn the Masjid 
into a vaccination centre.  So many of 
the Muslim people felt encouraged 
and more safe to take the vaccine 
when they knew that the Imam of 

the Masjid took the vaccine, and they 
encouraged their families to take it 
as well. 
 
I was really fortunate and proud to 
be part of this event. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Less reported news 
 

1. Eurostat data on asylum applicants 2020 
2.  
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Book Review 

         

My Grandmother’s Hands 

Resmaa Menakem 

Penguin Books 2017, 2021 

ISBN: 978-0-141-99647-9 

By Paul FitzPatrick 

Growing up in Glasgow in the 1960s, 

I used to be very puzzled by some 

commonplace graffiti  – Remember 

1690.  How could I remember an 

event from 300 years ago?  What 

happened, and why was it so 

important, and important to 

remember?  And why was I, in 

Scotland, being asked to remember 

an event in Ireland, for I duly 

learned, of course, that the reference 

was to the Battle of the Boyne, a 

much mythologised battle between 

the forces of King William of Orange 

and James V11 of England.  

I mention this event because this 

book by Resmaa Menakem has 

helped me to make sense of 

traumatic historical memories even 

though its specific theme is the 

impact of racialised trauma, that 

associated with colonialism and 

structural racism, and how to 

understand it and go on to mend our 

hearts and bodies. 

For that is Menakem’s claim: that 

trauma always happens in the body, 

as a spontaneous mechanism to 

thwart further potential damage, and 

always too fast to involve the 

rational brain, and that we all need 

to begin with the healing of trauma 

in our bodies.  It is a book of healing, 

an invitation to each person to heal 

the racial trauma which lives in our 

bodies. 

Racialised trauma affects bodies 

living in nations which were once 

part of the British Empire, a history 

of white-body supremacy.  It affects 

those of us who are white, even if it 

affects those of us who are black 

more substantially and more 

institutionally.  In the British Isles, 

powerful white bodies oppressed 

and brutalised less powerful white 

bodies eg serfs, Puritans, factory 

workers, the Irish.  They brought that 

trauma with them to the indigenous 

ancestral lands of north America, 

directed towards each other, then to 

indigenous people and Africans, who 

arrived in America first as indentured 

servants, then as kidnapped people 

sold into enslavement.  While 

othering is an ancient human activity, 

the concept of ‘race’ was invented in 

the British colony of Virginia in the 

17th century when the phrases ‘white 

woman’ and ‘white man’ first 

appeared.  A previously meaningless 

distinction was refined and codified. 

Intergenerational trauma works at 

the individual level but also at the 

collective: we Britons have much 

work to do to deal with our 

colonialist past and the narratives of 

superiority and exceptionalism which 

still seem so potent.  We won the 

war, after all, didn’t we?  Or two 

world wars.  What impacts did these 

wars have on those who survived?  

What effects did the survivors go on 

to impose on their families and social 

structures?  The intergenerational 

transmission of trauma does not 

happen only through abusive 

relationships, but also through 

abusive systems, structures, 

institutions and cultural norms. 

Whenever one group oppresses, 

victimizes, brutalises or marginalises 

another, many of the victimised 

people may suffer trauma, and then 

pass on that trauma response to 

their children as standard operating 

procedure – intergenerational 

trauma.  When trauma is passed on 

generation after generation, notably 

in the experiences of black people in 

America (which is Menakem’s 

principal concern), it is called 

historical trauma.  And its effects 

persist in individuals, families and 

cultures as a traumatic retention 

which has lost its context over time 

but not its power. 

This is a wise, humane and 

compassionate book.  It has helped 

me to think about trauma and 

resilience in the context of our 

asylum system, but also in the 

context of that west of Scotland 

culture within which I was formed.  

But he never suggests that trauma 

can be healed through thinking 

about it.  Trauma has to be mended 

in our bodies.  He offers lots of 

activities to help readers mend their 

own trauma associated with white-

body supremacy.   

The good news is that we can heal. 
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Off St James St 

 Doncaster DN1 3RH 

 To receive a copy of this newsletter by email, send a message to 
Paulfitzp@aol.com 

Please send your contributions and suggestions to the same address. 

Doncaster Conversation Club offers opportunities for local people 
and people who have sought asylum in the UK to join together to 
share friendship, while offering support and practical help.  

  

The Club seeks to create a relaxed, friendly and supportive environment,  
and works on the principles  of  

Ownership – everyone can get involved  

Impartiality – it is not affiliated to any political or religious body 
Confidentiality – what you say is private  

Respect – for each other’s differences and individuality.  

  

DCC is pleased to acknowledge the support of Doncaster Society of 
Friends (Quakers), The Red Cross, The Refugee Council, Migrant 
Help, DIAL Doncaster, The Doncaster Clinical Commissioning 
Group, St Leger Homes, Club Doncaster Foundation, Ongo M25 
Services, YMCA, DARTS, CAST, Fareshare, The Brelms Trust, The 
Ruth Hayman Trust and Doncaster Minster.  

 

The Doncaster Conversation Club is run entirely by volunteers with the 
support of occasional grants for specific activities, currently from the Allen 
Lane Foundation, and the Wharfedale Trust  

  

Picture credits: Pedro Valdovinos and Majid Khan 

 

 
The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual 
contributors. 
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