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I find it difficult to begin to 
comprehend the thinking behind the 
activities of the Home Office with 
respect to people seeking 
international protection in the UK, 
especially since they are managing a 
situation of relatively low numbers.  
This year, the numbers of people 
from around the world seeking 
asylum in Britain have fallen to a 10-
year low.  Even last year, pre-Covid, 
there were only around five asylum 
applications for every 10,000 people 
living in the United Kingdom, 
compared with 14 applications per 
10,000 across the European Union as 
a whole.  Measured by asylum claim 
rates, the UK was 17th on the list of 
European countries last year. 
 
Then consider asylum support rates.  
At the start of 2020, it was £37.75 
per week, which was increased 
£39.60 to help with the issues raised 
by Covid. This increase of £1.85 
equates to the £20 increase given to 
those on Universal Credit. The 

government has now announced an 
increase in the support for asylum 
seekers to £39.63, a further increase 
of 3p.   
 
Then add the recent Home Office 
tweet, retweeted by the Home 
Secretary herself, which claimed the 
return of 14 Lithuanian ‘criminals’ 
was evidence of ‘our efforts to return 
those who arrived via illegally-
facilitated routes’ which had been 
‘frustrated by legal claims’, and of 
‘our broken asylum system’ which 
‘we're making fairer’.  Does the 
Home Office not understand that 
Lithuanians are not ‘asylum seekers’? 
 
It is indeed a hostile environment for 
those arriving in desperation in the 
UK in search of safety and peace. 
 
[With thanks to Freedom of Movement 
and Asylum Matters] 
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The mysteries of asylum policy 

By Paul FitzPatrick 
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The story of one man’s 
journey to Doncaster 

By AN as told to Julia Burne. 

He wants people to understand how 
he came to be in the UK. 

 

After a journey of 4 years, AN 
arrived in the UK in January 2020. 
He had just reached the age of 18 
years. 

He grew up in South Sudan. He 
was the eldest of four children. 
His father sometimes worked in 
the fields or went to a garage to 
work in dry season.  

When he was 14 years old 
government forces came to his 
village – they did not tell anyone 
why, but were perhaps looking for 
rebels. Both AN and his father 
were arrested. They were 
handcuffed together. AN was 
young so he was able to slip out 
of his handcuffs and ran to bushes 
nearby to watch. He saw his 
father being interrogated – and 
then he was shot in the back of 
the head from someone standing 
behind him. 

AN ran. He did not realise 
straightaway that he had himself 
been shot in the leg and had an 
open wound. He was rescued by 
an old woman who took him into 
her home, providing him with a 
safe place while his wound healed 
– she applied honey to it. 

When he was better, he found his 
way back to his village – but the 
whole village had been 
devastated. His house was burnt 

down, except for the kitchen. 
There was no sign of his family – 
he hopes they had escaped but he 
has not heard from them since 
then. 

He came across a man who had 
known his family as he ran the 
local garage. This man was from 
Darfur – and advised X to travel to 
his home village in Darfur to be 
safe.  AN went to Darfur – a long 
journey on foot. When he arrived 
there, it felt no safer than his 
home village. There were still 
signs of killing and burning. 

He walked on to Chad because he 
knew there were refugee camps 
there. In Chad, he found a job 
working in the toilets at the bus 
station. It was heavy work as all 
the water for the toilets had to be 
carried and he was there from 5 
am until 12 midnight. He was 
given food and only 5 francs a 
day. There was no time to sleep. 
He made friends who said they 
were going to the gold mining 
area in the highlands of Chad – so 
AN went with them. They had to 
sleep outdoors – the blankets 
they slept in were often frozen in 
the mornings. The area was 
lawless with no security. 

He was captured by Libyan 
smugglers – he thinks this would 
have been towards the end of 
2017. He was blindfolded and 
taken with 8-9 others to Libya. 
They were kept in a container in a 
large warehouse. There were 
many other people from African 
countries there – men and 
women. From Nigeria, Eritrea, 
Somalia. His captors tortured him, 
giving him a video of this and 

telling him that if he sent this to 
his family and they paid money, 
he would be released. He had no 
way of sending the video 
anywhere as his family had never 
had a mobile phone but he 
persuaded his captors to give him 
the video ‘in case’ he managed to 
contact his family. He still has the 
video. I felt unable to watch it as 
he described to me how he was 
suspended from meat hooks and 
still has the scars to show for it. 
Many people died – including his 
friend from South Sudan who was 
handcuffed to him at the start of 
the torture. 

He was young, so his captors 
decided to sell him – for 500 
dollars to a man called Hussein 
who had worked for Gaddafi. He 
was a ruthless man and AN had 
little to eat. He worked on 
Hussein’s poultry farm in sight of 
the sea. He had to carry heavy 
sacks of poultry food and also 
planted lemon trees – over 600 of 
them. He was locked in a hen 
house at night with a dog 
guarding the door. Each day he 
dug some soil from the bottom of 
the hen hut, putting it in his 
pockets and emptying it while he 
worked. Eventually he had a 
passage under the walls of the hut 
and squeezed out. It was 8 o’clock 
in the evening. He ran and ran 
along the beach. It was after 
midnight when he came across a 
group of Sudanese people who 
were waiting to cross the sea. He 
mingled with the group and got 
on the boat with them. 

They reached Malta. In Malta he 
tried to make contact with his 
mother via the Red Cross – but 
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with no luck. He thought he 
would stay in Malta – he had no 
intention of moving again. Then 
he was seriously assaulted twice. 
He complained to the authorities 
but, even when he showed them 
video evidence, they would not 
listen and the ‘police chased me 
away’.  

He left Malta for Italy – but the 
situation was not good. He went 
with others to Calais – but again 
he was ill treated by the police. In 
Calais he lost his phone and was 
given a new one by English 
volunteers. Throughout his 
journey, AN had just wanted to 
escape from ill treatment. He had 
not considered going to the UK – 
but now it made sense and he 
crossed the channel under a lorry. 

He looks back on his journey to 
the UK and he feels disorientated 
– here he feels safe and the 
journey seems to have been 
unbelievable – like a dream. He 
has been able to start college in 
Doncaster and wants to join in 
with any activities which are 
possible. He wants people to 
understand how he came to be 
here.  

 

Care 4 Calais 

All Nations Legal Services has a box 

accepting donations for Care 4 

Calais. They provide support for 

refugees who are stuck in France. The 

most wanted items are warm 

clothes: coats, hats, gloves, jogging 

bottoms, jumpers, t-shirts, socks, 

underwear, hiking boots. Men’s small 

and medium sizes are most wanted. 

Men’s toiletries are also needed.  

Feel free to drop off any 

contributions at the reception at:  

All Nations Legal Services,                                

50 Nether Hall Road,  

Doncaster, DN1 2PZ.  

They are open Monday- Friday 

between 10am and 5pm.  

 

Lockdown replaces Tier 3 

Doncaster, as with the rest of 
England, will now have to follow the 
National Lockdown Rules. These are 
being imposed from 12.01 am on 
Thursday November 5th and will last 
until Wednesday December 2nd. 
There will then be a review when the 
restrictions will either be slackened 
or continued.  
 
This further escalation has been 
needed because the 'Tiering' system 
did not seem to be having sufficient 
impact. 
 
The key restrictions from the new 
lockdown are similar but not 
identical to the original lockdown in 
spring.  
 
 
 
 

They include: 

 Pubs, bars and restaurants 
must close, although food 
takeaways and deliveries will 
be permitted 

 All 'non-essential' retail must 
close - but food shops 
remain open. 

 A ban on the mixing of 
households, except for 
support or childcare reasons. 
Exercising outdoors with one 
person from outside of your 
household is also permitted.  

 A restriction on travel, 
including outbound 
international travel (except 
for work). Travel within the 
UK is also discouraged.  

 Staying at home to be 
encouraged except for 
education, work (if 
impossible from home), 
medical reasons, shopping 
for good or essentials, caring 
for others or exercise. 

Unlike the first lockdown, nurseries, 
schools, colleges and universities will 
remain open.  
 
Health minister, Nadine Dorries has 
also said children under school age 
who are with their parents will not 
count towards the limit on two 
people meeting outside. 
 

 

 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/03/23/boris-johnson-announces-uk-lockdown-speech-full/
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Autumn walks 

By Julia Burne 

The COVID19 restrictions have 
meant that our usual schedule of 
DCC outings / trips and events has 
been cancelled. The last time we 
organised a full event was the 
swimming trip to the Dome during 
February half term this year which 
involved 40 DCC members. 

 Arranging anything on this scale has 
been out of the question since 
March. Even if the activity itself 
would be ‘legal’ – we still have to 
make sure the venue is accessible. 
The Peak District or the beach – or 
even canoeing on the canal at 
Barnby Dun – are ‘off limits’ because 
of transport. We kept waiting for 
‘things to get better’ – but this is 
clearly not going to happen for some 
time. 

The only option seems to be walking 
from the town centre in groups of 
six. So that is what Mike and I have 
arranged. We’ve either set off over 
the racecourse to Sandall Beat 
woods – or walked on the north bank 
of the Don, setting out from North 
Bridge. It’s been tricky to make sure 
that the walk isn’t too far as most 
people have to walk or cycle to get 
the meeting point in the first place. 

I’ve missed the buzz of being in a big 
group where people can meet others 
and feel part of the wider DCC 
community. But the photos speak 
for themselves – in spite of 
everything, it has been fun!  

 

A Sunday treat 

My name is Yogeswaran. I am an 
Asylum seeker living in the 
Doncaster with my family. We 
recently moved to Doncaster by 
the Home office. Everything is 
new for us. DCC charity 
organisation helped us the day 
from the beginning until now. 
Once we moved, we had a lot of 
issues, DCC charity support us in 
many ways. 

 Last Sunday (11/10/2020) DCC 
member Julia, she organised the 
little tour outside of the town.  I 
felt very happy to meet some new 
people and so excited to get 
chance to go out.  I and my Elder 
son Gurubharem participate in 
the tour. We met her in the 
Doncaster Railway station around 
2 pm, and we formed group of six 
people. In the group, I found my 
friend, who lived in urban house 
hostel for short time with us. I 
was so excited to seeing others as 
well. 

We started to walk from the 
Railway station towards the bus 
station, after that we walk 
towards to river don. It was a long 
walk after long time and I got 
time to relax myself, forgot about 
my pain and stress. While 
walking, Julia and David shared a 
lot of information about 
Doncaster, river Don and some 
useful information for us. My son 
enjoyed a lot; this is first time for 
him to visit country side. He spent 
most of his time with Julia and he 
was asking more informative 
questions to her and she 
answered brilliantly, takes care of 
my son very carefully. 

Everyone shared and spent good 
time to talk each other. Before 
River Don, we have seen a 
beautiful village called Newton 
village. The place it got very big 
fields. After the village, we saw 
the boat house; the people were 
riding the small boats. Finally we 
had some little break. Julia 
brought more snack for us. She 
was very kind and takes care of 
everyone. After our break we 
start to walk back to the city 
centre. 

It was a big day and big walk for 
everyone. We had a good time 
with everyone. My son 
mentioned that its adventure 
walks. Thanks to the volunteers 
for giving this great opportunity 
for us. Thanks to DCC, the charity 
organisation is doing great 
support for asylum seekers like 
me.  

Thank you. 
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WELCOME TO BRITAIN   Colin 

Yeo       ISBN: 9781785905780 

Introduced by Nic Burne 

 

What a depressing, upsetting and 

alarming book this is. It makes me 

thoroughly unproud to be British! 

If any politician says Britain is a 

welcoming country to refugees 

with a long history of easily 

integrating migrants they should 

be locked in the smallest room in 

the house with this book and not 

let out until they have read it! 

To be more positive the book is 

very well written and very 

accessible. I read it with 

increasing confidence that it was 

meticulously researched, well 

referenced and not over 

sensationalised.  The author is an 

immigration solicitor of high 

standing yet he writes well for the 

layman. Real examples are given 

to illustrate the inequities of 

Immigration Law as it has 

developed over time, examples 

that explain how injustices like the 

Windrush debacle happen 

through bad laws compounded by 

inept politicians and unexpected 

consequences. This is possibly 

the aspect of immigration law that 

I found most alarming – that it is 

not a unified policy but a mish-

mash of laws each written to close 

a loop hole but inadvertently 

opening another and penalising 

different group of people. 

The little I know of immigration 

law is based around asylum. This 

book looks at the whole range of 

immigration issues many of which 

I had never considered. Also it is 

right up to date with the issues of 

Brexit and Covid being 

referenced. 

The various topics are dealt with 

in different chapters. 

Net migration – an alarming 

analysis of how the idea of 

immigration targets which, of 

course, do not exist came into 

being by mistake, and the impact 

of them. 

Hostile environment – Even 

after ten years volunteering I did 

not realise just how hostile and far 

reaching the hostility is. All for no 

good as it has not deterred or 

reduced immigration. 

Complexity and cost – The 

unbelievably complex and hugely 

cost ineffective system is 

explained. 

Families and friends – How the 

system, almost unintentionally, 

separates families. 

Asylum – The culture of disbelief 

is discussed with little hope of 

change. 

Economic migrants – Brexit 

could end up being a bad thing for 

the labour market and there is 

little to encourage foreign 

entrepreneurs to come to Britain.  

We lose out again. 

Students – Foreign students face 

huge hurdles and can easily fall 

foul of the immigration laws. 

Surely we want talent to stay 

here! 

Deportation and Exile – A 

thoroughly miserable business. 

Immigration Detention – Totally 

unproductive. A very expensive 

way of not achieving your aims. 

Citizenship – Not what I thought 

it was! A fascinating chapter on 

what is an incredibly complex 

issue. 

Conclusion – I looked forward to 

this chapter in the hope that a 

light would be lit at the end of the 

tunnel.  The author presented 

many ideas of how the system 

could be incrementally improved 

but there is more chance of 

turning a super tanker in the 

Humber estuary than significantly 

improving Immigration Law.  

Throughout the book the author’s 

compassion and desire to help the 

underdog is clear as well as his 

determination to see through the 

immigrant to the struggling 

person. 

I would not recommend this book 

for light holiday reading but if you 

want an insight into the problems 

faced by an incomer to the UK, 

whatever colour of their skin, this 

is a very good place to start.  
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The Greater Lincolnshire 

Area of Sanctuary  

By Dave Roberts 

Several years ago many people in the 

Louth area in Lincolnshire were 

moved by the plight of the many 

refugees/asylum seekers fleeing to 

Europe. These people wanted to help 

those refugees who came to the UK 

to settle and integrate. So they 

formed an organisation known now 

as the Greater Lincolnshire Area of 

Sanctuary, GLAoS. Lincolnshire is 

very much larger than Doncaster, but 

is mainly rural farmland, and so 

sparsely populated. No refugees or 

asylum seekers had been 

accommodated locally, so the GLAoS 

members treated groups from places 

like Leeds and Leicester to days out 

in their area, and hosted individuals 

and couples on overnight stays.  

When the group’s co-ordinator 

moved to Scunthorpe (in ‘North 

Lincolnshire’), she recruited from 

there, forming effectively a new 

‘branch’. This branch initially 

organised some days out to the local 

Normanby Park for the groups 

described above. However, 

Scunthorpe had (and still has) a 

dozen Syrian refugee families and 

one Iraqi family who had come to the 

UK having been identified in refugee 

camps near Syria as particularly 

vulnerable. So we took these families 

out to Normanby Park and once to 

Cleethorpes.  

I got ‘landed’ with the job of leading 

the group at Cleethorpes. I was told 

that the families would prefer the 

more remote parts of the resort, and 

that some at least would likely have a 

fear of dogs. I led them into the 

wildest part I know of, but on 

reaching a wide track leading to a 

more frequented area, they made 

clear they wanted to go that way. 

Then I suddenly realised there were 

several people walking dogs on that 

track including a giant one over four 

feet tall coming towards us. I froze, 

but the dog and families passed each 

other quite happily!  

Several of us got into meeting with 

individual, or small groups of, 

parents with their young children at 

various groups, including one at our 

museum informally teaching English. 

We had parties for Eid and Christmas 

with a children’s entertainer that 

went well. The families have settled 

well now, and so are not so needy of 

support.  

We also have a good number of 

UASC (unaccompanied asylum 

seeking children) accommodated in 

the North Lincolnshire area. They are 

a much more disparate group, 

coming from different countries as 

individuals. Arriving as children, 

normally as teenagers, the local 

council, and other organisations such 

as the local colleges, were already 

supporting them well when we came 

on the scene.  

During lockdown we have been 

unable to offer sanctuary breaks in 

our homes, or befriending activities, 

but we have been able to offer a 

limited number of sanctuary breaks 

by using other resources. For 

example, a volunteer organised a 

caravan holiday at the seaside, for 

two families, and stayed in a 

separate caravan to offer distanced 

support. Two families have enjoyed 

sanctuary breaks at Back Dane, a 

farmhouse in the Peak District. We 

worked in partnership with the Back 

Dane Trust, they provided the 

accommodation and we funded the 

transport and food. As our 

volunteers could not be in the house 

with the family, one of our 

volunteers camped outside during 

the visit. This was very successful and 

we are organising a further break at 

half term.  

One of these families is a member of 

DCC and we hope that next year, DCC 

will be able to use this wonderful 

resource for several individuals or 

families. Some of our members have 

made videos of themselves reading 

children’s stories and put them on 

YouTube. And two areas of 

allotments have become available 

recently for our friends to develop 

with an experienced volunteer 

gardener able to support/advise. The 

local Amnesty group has taken part 

in the annual “Refugees Welcome” 

campaign to help public 

understanding and compassion. 

 
More pots 

[from the Ground beneath our feet] 

 
Thank you to Vivien Nkiru and family, 

and Sara Villeneau. 
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Less reported news 
 
 1. Kent welcomes refugees    
 
By our correspondent, John L Gibson 

The UK, although being a signatory to 
various conventions guaranteeing 
the right of sanctuary for refugees, 
has made access to those rights 
challenging in the extreme for those 
fleeing war and persecution.  
  
Under successive Conservative 
governments, the UK has created a 
hostile environment for refugees, 
with now the only way refugees can 
claim asylum being to smuggle 
themselves into the UK, often risking 
their lives to get in, whether it be in 
the back of lorries without 
ventilation or, as has become 
increasingly popular over the last 
couple of years, crossing the channel 
aboard inflatable dinghies, in the 
hope of reaching the Kent coast on 
the beaches around the port of 
Dover.  
  
The white cliffs of Dover are visible 
from the northern French town of 
Calais and are the last leg of journeys 
from war zones and areas of unrest 
in Africa, the Middle East and 
beyond. Refugees desperate to find a 
better life safe from conflict and 
despotic regimes across the globe, 
come to wealthy countries such as 
the UK in the hope of finding 
sanctuary, a welcome and hopefully 
the opportunity to work, study and 
enjoy fulfilling lives contributing to 
the countries they arrive in. 
  
Although the Conservative 
government makes life and claiming 
asylum in the UK very challenging, 
some desperate refugees do reach 
the shores of England. Under the 
Johnson government, Home 
Secretary Priti Patel has set out to 

make their arrival in the UK as 
uncomfortable as international law 
allows.  
  
Instead of dispersing refugees into 
cities where they can assimilate into 
communities, she has 
commandeered ex-military barracks 
in Folkestone and elsewhere to 
house new arrivals while they await 
decisions on their claims for asylum. 
  
In an attempt to change the 
narrative around refugees arriving in 
Kent and make them feel welcome, 
on Saturday 17th October 2020 
a bunch of us from the coastal towns 
of Margate, Broadstairs and 
Ramsgate joined between 200 and 
400 people from across East Kent 
and gathered outside the Napier 
barracks on the outskirts of 
Folkestone, holding a welcome event 
for the refugees now being held 
within the barracks.  
 

 
  
The event was a huge success, and 
passed off peacefully with those 
outside the barracks giving the 
refugees within a warm welcome, 
and the refugees singing "We love 
you" in response.  
There was a small handful of far right 
activists, just eight I counted, who 
were vastly outnumbered by both 
the local constabulary and by those 
welcoming the refugees.  
 
After the event messages of support 
and thanks were exchanged between 
those inside and those welcoming 
them outside via social media. 
Photo: John Gibson 

 

2. Black History Month in the 
Frenchgate centre 
 
 

 
 
 

Alex Watson and others have 
collected stories of people from the 
Caribbean who have made Doncaster 
their home. 
 

3. Locked into Poverty - life on 
asylum support 
 
The new report by Asylum Matters is 
available on their website. 
 
It sets out the findings of their survey 
among 184 people seeking asylum, 
and reveals that: 

 92% of respondents did not 
have enough money to buy 
all they need; 

 84% said they don’t always 
have enough money to buy 
food; 

 Just 2% of families can afford 
to buy the shoes and clothes 
they need for themselves and 
their children; 

 95% of people stated they 
could not afford to travel by 
public transport; 

 Only 1 in 10 people could 
afford data and phone credit 
they needed. 
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the edge 
Doncaster 

Conversation 
Club 

Newsletter 

Based at the 

 
Quaker Meeting House 

Off St James St 

 Doncaster DN1 3RH 

 To receive a copy of this newsletter by email, send a message to 
Paulfitzp@aol.com 

Please send your contributions and suggestions to the same address. 

Doncaster Conversation Club offers opportunities for local people 
and people who have sought asylum in the UK to join together to 
share friendship, while offering support and practical help.  

  

The Club seeks to create a relaxed, friendly and supportive environment,  
and works on the principles  of  

Ownership – everyone can get involved  

Impartiality – it is not affiliated to any political or religious body 
Confidentiality – what you say is private  

Respect – for each other’s differences and individuality.  

  

DCC is pleased to acknowledge the support of Doncaster Society of 
Friends (Quakers), The Red Cross, The Refugee Council, Migrant 
Help, DIAL Doncaster, The Doncaster Clinical Commissioning 
Group, St Leger Homes, Club Doncaster Foundation, Ongo M25 
Services, YMCA, DARTS, CAST, Fareshare, The Brelms Trust, The 
Ruth Hayman Trust and Doncaster Minster.  

 

The Doncaster Conversation Club is run entirely by volunteers with the 
support of occasional grants for specific activities, currently from the Allen 
Lane Foundation, and the Wharfedale Trust  

  

 

 

 
The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual 
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