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Of the 5000 people who crossed the 
English Channel in small boats 
between January and August 2020, 
98% have claimed asylum.  20% of 
these have been granted, 10% have 
been refused and the remainder 
have been directed to another 
jurisdiction.  In invoking the ‘first 
country rule’, the Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary of State for the 
Home Department, Chris Philp, told 
the Home Affairs Committee that the 
UK had seen a ‘completely 
unacceptable’ recent increase in 
illegal migration through small-boat 
crossings from France to the UK.  He 
expressed scepticism at the number 
of genuine asylum seekers, noting 
that France, where the boats were 
launched, and other EU countries 
through which the migrants had 
travelled on their way to the channel, 
were manifestly safe countries with 
fully functioning asylum systems. 

If that was gloomy enough at the 
beginning of September, the end of 

the month was no better.  First, the 
Independent reported that the Home 
Office was considering outsourcing 
asylum interviews and evidence 
gathering.  Many of the firms in the 
running for this new contract – 
including G4S, Serco, and Sopra 
Steria – have been embroiled in 
previous scandals over handling of 
immigration services.   And now it 
appears that the idea of offshoring 
asylum applications by building a 
processing centre on Ascension 
Island was seriously considered by 
the Home Office. 

In contrast to these attempts at 
reinforcing the non-entrée regime, 
we celebrate the efforts of asylum 
seekers, refugees and Doncaster 
residents to build something better, 
not only here in Doncaster but with a 
more inclusive understanding of 
human solidarity. 

 

A walk to the woods and back 

                                            Page 3 
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Practical steps to welcome 

By Paul FitzPatrick 
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The Ground Beneath 

Our Feet 

‘Still Standing on One 

Leg’ 

By Sarah Villeneau  
www.villeneau.co.uk 
https://doncastercreates.org/Birdson
g-Artist-Update-1 

 

 

Living in a political climate that 
seeks to divide us and uses asylum 
seekers as political pawns to whip up 
fear and prejudice, even in a time of 
global pandemic, now seems a time 
when the imperative to find and 
celebrate our universal humanity is 
particularly pressing. Clay is both a 
universal material - literally the 
ground beneath our feet - and a 
universal artform that expresses the 
many and various manifestations of 
our common humanity. I was 
delighted, therefore, to be awarded 
funding by Doncaster Creates and 
Doncaster Culture and Leisure Trust 
to work with asylum seekers in 
Doncaster. 
 
The hope is that, through this 
project, we will all gain a greater 
understanding of each other; the 
asylum seeker community will feel 
welcomed and engaged in the life of 
the town, and Doncaster residents 
will be more informed about the 
asylum seekers and their lives as 

fellow human beings, thereby 
fostering a greater sense of 
commonality and acceptance, giving 
insight into how we can all enrich 
each other’s lives. I also, of course, 
hope that the participants enjoy the 
opportunity to have a go at working 
with clay just for its own sake and 
that it may provide a welcome 
distraction from their daily concerns. 
 
To realise the project the 
participants have been given the 
opportunity to work in clay, at their 
own pace and in their own homes. 
Every participant household has 
been given a ‘making pack’ of tools 
and materials and basic instructions, 
plus a notebook to record their 
thoughts as they make, and to share 
something of their own cultures. The 
work will be collected when finished 
and I will make my own artistic 
response. All the work produced will 
be fired in my studio in Sheffield. 
The next stage of the project will be 
to find a venue or a way of exhibiting 
the work and telling the stories that 
have been shared. Whilst I have 
some exciting ideas about what this 
might look like, there is a fair 
amount of work to do to make it 
come to fruition. 
 

 

It has, of course, been restrictive 
working under Coronavirus 
conditions and I would have loved to 
work directly with the participants. 
But alas, at this point in time, that’s 
not possible. I did not want to tell 
people what to make, so have given 
some instructions about working 
with clay generally. This is, in a way, 
quite a tall order, but I wanted to see 
what would come out of it. Each 
piece produced will be a talking 
point. And I hope that this is just the 
beginning and that one day in the 
not too distant future face-to-face 
workshops will be possible. As it is, I 
have thoroughly enjoyed meeting 
the participants on their doorstep 
when delivering and collecting the 
packs and may well return for more 
in-depth informal interviews as the 
project progresses. 
 

 
‘We’re having so much fun!!’ 

 
If this project can play some small 
part in strengthening communities 
and fostering kindness and 
understanding that will be a step in 
the right direction. In this current 
global crisis, can any of us be secure 
of the ground beneath out feet? Or 
might we too, as one of the 
participants expressed it, be left “still 
standing on one leg”? 

http://www.villeneau.co.uk/
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A walk in the woods 

By Haider Ali 

As an Asylum Seeker in UK, it is my 
first time to go outside with a group 
of other asylum seekers from 
different nationality for walking.  

I received a WhatsApp message from 
Julia from the meeting house to 
inform me that there will be an 
outdoor activity on the weekend to 
go on a walk with other people. Next 
day, I went to the meeting point and 
met the group. There was a couple 
of guys carrying a backpack with 
some clothes, food and gloves. I got 
my gloves from them because it was 
a little windy and cold. And then we 
wait for a couple of minutes to meet 
the other members of the group and 
start walking.  

 

It was like a guided walking group by 
Julia and another nice guy called 
Mike. We walked across the Town 
fields, and they were talking to us 
about the history of the town and 
some nice information about the 
buildings, restaurants and places we 
were passing through while we are 
walking. Everyone enjoyed that 
experience, including me.  

After that we arrived at the 
Racecourse. Which is something 
amazing and beautiful. We spend 
there almost 20 minutes walking and 
talking there then we walking into 
the Sandall Beat woods. The last one 
was an amazing experience. We took 
a couple of photos there, other 
people and families were there 
enjoying their time.  

 

After that, we walked to the top of 
the pit heap at Armthorpe. The place 
was the height, and we were almost 
able to see the woods and the city 
from there. We sit there have a nice 
talk and eat the food that other 
people bring with them. Clean the 
place to make sure our picnic will be 
environment friend. Then, we went 
back by taking the same path that 
we come through.  

As a personal experience, I would 
like to express the picnic in a way 
that as much it was enjoyable and 
beautiful in that Autumn weather, It 
was also safe and followed by all the 
regulations of COVID-19 safe 
distance rules. 

 

CAST – Public Acts 

The Public Acts team have MISSED 
YOU all and we are really excited to 
let you know that James and Gitika 
will be offering some workshops and 
activities over Autumn. 

 These will enable us to re-connect, 
learn new skills, share our stories of 
‘care’ in this time and come together 
to have some fun.  

Full details will follow but we are 
intending  to offer a mixture of 
online workshops, face to face 
workshops at Cast, and for some 
of you who are unable to get out at 
the moment or access Zoom, a 
‘doorstep’ recorded chat (which may 
be aired on the radio)…..more details 
and opportunities to follow.  

If you’d like to be involved James 
is hosting two online creative catch 
up zoom workshops, and we would 
LOVE to see you there. 

These workshops will be held on 

 Monday 5th October 7-
8:30pm 

 Monday 19th October 7-
8:30pm 

Please click on the link below to 
complete the consent form 
(Parents/Guardians for those under 
18 need to complete it on behalf of 
their child), we’ll send you a full 
confirmed schedule and the zoom 
invite link nearer the time:   

Click this link to complete consent 
form   

 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=oG72kEF70EiAILmbOOSBkRPHFInVoGRKqqycqKiCjERURVM0TVVVRThVUDRWNTlBUzVERU4xOTVFUy4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=oG72kEF70EiAILmbOOSBkRPHFInVoGRKqqycqKiCjERURVM0TVVVRThVUDRWNTlBUzVERU4xOTVFUy4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=oG72kEF70EiAILmbOOSBkRPHFInVoGRKqqycqKiCjERURVM0TVVVRThVUDRWNTlBUzVERU4xOTVFUy4u
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Sudan flooding 
emergency 

By Adam Abdallah 

 

We need to reflect what we have 
learned from the UK 

Since I arrived the UK, I found out 
that the people help each other, 
share information and knowledge 
and provide humanitarian assistance 
to those in need. Accordingly, the 
Sudanese Solidarity Organisation 
seeks to promote the wellbeing of 
the Sudanese Communities and also, 
open for all other Communities in 
the UK.  It also supports Sudanese 
people outside the UK by providing 
humanitarian assistance to the needy 
and most vulnerable people, 
especially internal/external displaced 
people and the people living in 
refugees’ camps in Sudan.  

We started by addressing the needs 
of the South Sudanese refugees in 
Sudan Khartoum, people who 
suffered the hardship of life which 
stripped them from their basic needs 
as humans and made them 
vulnerable to the surrounding 
environment. Whatever we do could 
be seen as insignificant but in so 
many ways can touch many lives. Our 
actions as human beings are what 
define us. We must reflect the good 
that resides within us onto our 
community where its effect is mostly 
felt. In accordance we, the Sudanese 
solidarity organization (SSO), have a 
link with the Organization of 
Sudanese Human Rights Abroad 
(OSHRA) in Sudan, as part of our 

work scope we embarked on the 
path of making a difference and 
providing humanitarian aid to all.  

The first initiative was the 
dissemination of meals to the most 
vulnerable in the refugee’s 
community targeting 1,100 person 
and ended up delivering about 879 
meals, but we have stopped because 
we have no funds and donors to 
support us to continue. As we know 
people in areas such as Sudan are 
often especially vulnerable to 
changing threats, shocks and 
stresses, due to the instability and 
lack of government protection and 
support, as well as limited and 
unequal access to resources.  

What we are willing to do right now 

 

We have an emergency appeal to all 
to be with Sudan due to the 
devastating floods in Sudan which 
began at the beginning of August 
2020. The problem ongoing – with 
huge loss of life and devastation. 
More than 500,000 have been 
affected by floods, over 100,000 
houses have destroyed, more than 
10 of thousands have been homeless 
and isolated without food, clothes 
and medicines. We kindly requesting 
from you all in whatever way you can 
with donations of clothes, blankets, 
shoes and non-perishable foods to 
be sent to Sudan to support those 
really in need. The collecting point is 
the building next to the Doncaster 
Mosque DN1 3ST.  You can access 
the building through the main gate of 

the mosque (the building belongs to 
Doncaster mosque). Additionally, you 
can drop your donations in the 
mosque or by calling these numbers 
07458941220 or 07400038812 to 
guide you to collecting point.  We  
have extended collections till 
06/10/2020.  

The problem that we are facing 

We have collected many items right 
now as you seen in the images 
attached, but we are struggling to 
find out the cost of transport to 
Sudan.  If any organisation, local 
authority or donors can help please 
contact me on 07458941220 or email 
me on adamalbaba55@gmail.com 

In conclusion 

I would like to give thanks to Paul, 
Julia and Denise those who gave a 
quick response to our appeal by 
recorded a video to encourage 
people to be with Sudan 
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?
v=761405617990774.  

Also, thanks to administration of 
Doncaster mosque by providing us a 
building used as collecting point as 
well as thanks to the all people living 
in Doncaster for their donations. 
Furthermore, thanks to BAME for 
shared in their network. In addition 
to that, thanks to AMAZON BL2 by 
provided us empty cartons to 
package the items that we collected 
from donations and thanks to the 
Sudanese Communities in Sheffield, 
Birmingham, Rotherham and 
Barnsley.   

 

mailto:adamalbaba55@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=761405617990774
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=761405617990774
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YOU DECIDE – a true 

and recent saga 

By Nic Burne 

Refugee breaks the law, or 

the law is not flexible enough 

to cope with refugee 

situations? 

 

An asylum seeker gets leave to 

remain and as a refugee is 

housed by St Leger Homes. 

She moves into a one bedroom 

flat. 

 

She then arranges for her 

husband and three children to 

join her as is her right. 

They arrive after about three 

months of her tenancy. 

There are now 5 people living 

in a one bedroom flat. 

This breaks her tenancy 

agreement. 

 

She bids for a three bedroom 

house as she had been told to 

do.  The computer rejects her 

bid.  A St Leger tenant cannot 

rebid to move for 12 months 

after signing a contract. 

 

So the Council have the 

responsibility to house her and 

her family, she is illegal in her 

current house, she has been 

prevented from bidding by the 

terms of the system. 

 

So what is the way round this 

problem? 

It has been suggested that she 

applies through the homeless 

route – but she is not 

homeless! (You are supposed 

to turn up at the Council with all 

your possessions in a plastic 

bag and nowhere to go for the 

night.) 

Will she be rejected again by 

the computer? The homeless 

department are very helpful if 

can she get past the computer 

to a person. 

 

I suppose the long term 

concern is that her credibility 

may be seen as suspect – but 

then St Leger Homes is not the 

Home Office. 

 

Coronavirus and football 
 

 
 
 
Although indoor five-a-side football 
is now prohibited in the most recent 
Government regulations, adults can 
continue to play outdoors in groups 
of more than six, provided sessions 
are formally organised, by a 
governing body, club, business or 
qualified coach.  
 
We are fortunate to be under the 
auspices of Club Doncaster 
Foundation, who provide coaches for 
our regular training events on 
Wednesdays and Fridays.  They 
supervise the sessions 

 
Those taking part have appreciated 
the sessions, as the following 
comments reveal. 
 
I’m addict to football. Playing more 
than 10 years in Eritrea. 

Good for people like me who have 
big belly! 

A big part of my life. 

Keeps me fit. 

No matter who you are, football is 
for everyone 

Football feel happy, good and 
special. Keeps me fit and healthy 

Football is life. All people in the 
world watch it. Have a relation with 
football. 

Every children is actually like to be 
the champion. It is for them 
discipline and education.  

Football is a universal language. 

Football is everything. 

For health. 

Is form of exercise and I enjoy it. 
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 Access denied: the 

impact of the hostile 

environment 

A summary of the recent report by 
the Institute for Public Policy 
Research.  The report draws on new 
analysis of government data and 
interviews with a range of 
stakeholders, including people with 
direct experience of the hostile 
environment, charities and NGOs, 
immigration lawyers, and former 
government officials. 
 
The authors found that the 
environment “has contributed to 
forcing many people into 
destitution, has helped to foster 
racism and discrimination, and has 
erroneously affected people with the 
legal right to live and work in the 
UK”. In particular, they found that: 
 

 The enforcement of rules on 
illegal working targets 
specific ethnic groups. Home 
Office data on illegal 
working penalties reveals 
that in the last quarter of 
available data around half of 
all fines went to South Asian 
or Chinese restaurants and 
takeaways. Home Office 
officials have suggested in 
the past that they target 
such businesses because 
certain nationalities are 
believed to be removable. 

 The ‘right to rent’ scheme – 
which requires landlords to 
check the immigration status 
of prospective tenants – 
introduces new forms of 
discrimination into the 
private rental sector. A 
survey of more than 100 
landlords in 2017 found that 
around half stated that they 
were now less likely to 

consider letting to foreign 
nationals that originated 
from outside the EU. 

 Restrictions on access to 
benefits can force people 
without immigration status 
into destitution. There is 
evidence of malnutrition, 
cramped and substandard 
accommodation, and mental 
ill-health among 
undocumented migrant 
families unable to access 
public funds. 

 Charges for secondary 
healthcare can deter people 
from seeking treatment. In 
one study by Doctors of the 
World, around 20 per cent of 
service users at their clinic 
(143 people) were affected 
by charging, and of these 
one third were deterred from 
seeking timely care as a 
result. In the words of one 
participant with direct 
experience we spoke with: “I 
was afraid to go to the 
hospital because I thought if 
I keep going, there will be 
more bills, but I still needed 
care from the hospital… I 
was told debt collectors 
would come to my house.” 

 Data-sharing between the 
police and the Home Office 
can deter victims and 
witnesses of crime from 
coming forward, for fear that 
details of their immigration 
status will be passed on to 
Immigration Enforcement. A 
recent study of 50 migrant 
women survivors of 
domestic violence in London 
found that a quarter of 
respondents said that fears 
over deportation were a 
factor in deterring them 
from coming forward and 
nearly two-thirds had been 

threatened by their partner 
that they would be deported 
if they reported the abuse. 

 UK citizens and people with 
legal immigration status 
have also been subject to the 
hostile environment. 
Members of the Windrush 
generation who were settled 
in the UK before the coming 
into force of the Immigration 
Act 1971 were granted 
residency rights, but many 
had no documentation to 
prove their status. As the 
government’s hostile 
environment measures were 
rolled out, many lost their 
jobs, became homeless, and 
were barred from accessing 
free healthcare. Up to 57,000 
people from Commonwealth 
countries are potentially 
affected. There are similar 
risks for EU citizens living in 
the UK once the UK ends 
freedom of movement, 
given some EU citizens are 
likely to miss the deadline 
for confirming their status 
via the EU Settlement 
Scheme. 

 The Covid-19 pandemic has 
heightened the impacts of 
the hostile environment. In 
one reported case, a cleaner 
without immigration status 
originally from the 
Philippines contracted the 
virus and died in his home 
due to fears over coming 
forward for treatment. 
Concerns have been raised 
that NHS charges and 
restrictions on welfare could 
undermine efforts to contain 
the virus and pose a risk to 
public health. 

  
The authors continue that they 
found little evidence that the 
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“hostile environment” approach to 
immigration enforcement is working 
on its own terms, and argue that it is 
therefore not working for anyone: 
for migrants, for the Home Office, or 
for the wider public. In light of 
Wendy Williams’ Lessons Learned 
review of the Windrush scandal, the 
government is now undergoing a 
comprehensive evaluation of the 
hostile environment (or the 
‘compliant environment’, as it is now 
referred to by the Home Office). 
  
In the authors’ view, the impacts of 
the hostile environment indicate 
systemic flaws in the government’s 
approach to immigration 
enforcement. Inherent in the design 
of the hostile environment is the 
targeting of individuals on the basis 
of their lack of documentation, the 
deterring of people from accessing 
public services, and the transfer of 
responsibilities away from 
immigration officials and towards 
untrained professionals such as 
landlords. It is this policy design 
which, when implemented in 
practice, pushes people into poverty, 
facilitates discrimination against 
minority ethnic groups, erroneously 
affects those with legal status, and 
risks public health and safety. They 
emphasise that the solution 
therefore requires fundamental 
reform of current policies rather than 
simply more effective 
implementation. Their next report 
will assess the options for reform 
and put forward new proposals for 
changing the current system. 
  
 

Less reported news 
 
 1. Yorkshire Refugees 
Foodbank launched   
 
The Yorkshire Refugees 
Foodbank (YRF) is ‘A small 

charity based in Sheffield 
supporting refugees, asylum 
seekers, and vulnerable migrants, 
including those with no recourse 
to public funds’. YRF was formed 
from the support network for 
residents of Urban House IAC 
while it was open. 
 

 
 

 
YRF brings together refugee 
community organisations, 
refugee-rights and anti-racist 
groups, Care for Calais and 
individuals willing to sort, pack 
and safely deliver the huge 
amounts of donated goods. You 
can donate to YRF via 
their Facebook page. YRF also 
needs volunteers to (safely) pack 
and sort donations every 
Wednesday afternoon in Sheffield 
and help distribute to people 
seeking asylum in South 
Yorkshire, including at hotels in 
Sheffield. Contact YRF if you can 
help or if you want to refer 
somebody to us for support. 
 

 
2. Alarm Phone 
 
'We are tired of telling shipwreck 
survivors and victims of torture in 
Libya that there is nothing we can 
do for them. We are tired of 
seeing people losing their lives at 
sea, and of seeing that nobody 
cares. We are tired of spending 
hours on the phone with people in 

distress without being able to 
reassure them that rescue is 
coming, and hours trying to reach 
authorities who neglect their 
duties to rescue boats in distress. 
We are tired, but we will not give 
up.' 
 
Six shipwrecks and almost 200 
deaths off #Libya in September! 
Hundreds of people have died in 
the Central Med over just a few 
days and again European 
authorities keep silent. Those who 
survived are alive only thanks to 
the efforts of fishermen. 
 
As in August, most shipwrecks 
that happened in September were 
not recognised by any authority. 
With the exception of a few, we 
only heard of these tragic deaths 
at sea because traumatised 
survivors or brave fishermen 
reached out to Alarm Phone to 
make their voices heard. 
 
Source: Alarm Phone 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo credits 

Thanks to Sara Villeneau, Elisha 
and family, Sara and family, and 
Vivian for photographs about the 
sculpture project. 

Thanks to Julia Burne and Heider 
for photographs of the walk. 

Thanks to Adam Abdallah for 
photographs about the Sudan 
appeal. 

https://www.facebook.com/yorksrefugeesfoodbank
https://www.facebook.com/yorksrefugeesfoodbank
https://www.facebook.com/yorksrefugeesfoodbank
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Quaker Meeting House 

Off St James St 

 Doncaster DN1 3RH 

 To receive a copy of this newsletter by email, send a message to 
Paulfitzp@aol.com 

Please send your contributions and suggestions to the same address. 

Doncaster Conversation Club offers opportunities for local people 
and people who have sought asylum in the UK to join together to 
share friendship, while offering support and practical help.  

  

The Club seeks to create a relaxed, friendly and supportive environment,  
and works on the principles  of  

Ownership – everyone can get involved  

Impartiality – it is not affiliated to any political or religious body 
Confidentiality – what you say is private  

Respect – for each other’s differences and individuality.  

  

DCC is pleased to acknowledge the support of Doncaster Society of 
Friends (Quakers), The Red Cross, The Refugee Council, Migrant 
Help, DIAL Doncaster, The Doncaster Clinical Commissioning 
Group, St Leger Homes, Club Doncaster Foundation, Ongo M25 
Services, YMCA, DARTS, CAST, Fareshare, The Brelms Trust, The 
Ruth Hayman Trust and Doncaster Minster.  

 

The Doncaster Conversation Club is run entirely by volunteers with the 
support of occasional grants for specific activities, currently from the Allen 
Lane Foundation, and the Wharfedale Trust  

  

 

 

 
The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual 
contributors. 

 

Paul FitzPatrick 
Doncaster Conversation Club 
Doncaster, South Yorkshire 

Registered Charity number 1159775 
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