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Wherever you look, the situation for 
people seeking international 
protection is not good.  Here in the 
UK, the already barely tolerable 
experience of waiting for decisions is 
intensified by the impact of 
lockdown.  There is little movement 
within the asylum estate.  No 
additional funds are made available 
to buy the compulsory face 
coverings. The word ‘hospitality’ is 
now defined by the needs of the 
‘hospitality industry’, a multi-billion 
pound industry focused on the 
consumption of food and alcohol and 
other leisure activities.   

Britain’s alleged long history of 
hospitality for those fleeing 
persecution is not extended to those 
attempting to cross the English 
Channel on flimsy boats.  The larger 
numbers crossing the Mediterranean 
are similarly unwelcome: in 2020, so 
far, the Alarm Phone has supported 
77 boats in distress in the Central 
Mediterranean Sea, carrying about 

4,500 people.  As many have pointed 
out, the experience of hospitality is 
now divorced from that of asylum, all 
over Europe.   

The privatised company which 
manages asylum accommodation in 
our name is under scrutiny not only 
in Wakefield but in Glasgow.  Asylum 
support groups in Glasgow have 
called for an end to the warehousing 
of human beings for profit by one 
company and to the systematic 
abuse of their most basic human 
rights, which leaves people 
functionally destitute, systematically 
isolated, and fearful of being 
punished for fear of their case being 
affected if they speak out about the 
shameful conditions they are forced 
to endure. People are terrified of 
being made destitute and being 
returned to dangerous countries.  
Extra vigilance is required with 
regard to Government actions. 
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Remain vigilant! Stay alert! 

By Paul FitzPatrick 
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Let’s do it for Doncaster 

– Don’t forget your face 

coverings! 

From 24 July, we’ll all need to wear a 

face covering in a shop, even if we’re 

just nipping for some milk. We also 

need to wear them on public 

transport. 

From 8 August, this will be extended 

to include solicitors’ offices, cinemas, 

museums, barbers, churches, 

mosques, libraries and community 

centres. 

No complacency! 

 

 

 

 

 

Doncaster town 
centre update 

As from Saturday, 18 July, the 
Council is making some 
changes to the pedestrian zone 
to support businesses and trade 
in Doncaster town centre. 

You can see on the 
map at Doncaster town 
centre that the following will be 
reopened: 

 Scot Lane 

 Printing Office Street 

 Priory Place 

 part of the High Street 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The pedestrian zone will stay in 
place for our busiest streets to 
help people physically distance 
themselves from other visitors. 
The pedestrian zone was 
brought in for safety reasons 
during the coronavirus 
pandemic, but we’ve been 
constantly reviewing it 
throughout this time. 

That’s included listening to 
feedback and requests from 
businesses and other town 
centre users, looking at how 
people are using the town centre 
and monitoring and reacting to 
government guidance. Based on 
all of this, we feel the time is 
right to amend the existing 
pedestrian zone and reopen a 
number of town centre streets 
which will not impact on the 
ability for people to physical 
distance or the safety of town 
centre users. If you do visit the  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

town centre please continue to 
observe the safety guidelines in 
place to keep each other safe. 
Find out 
more: www.doncaster.gov.uk/to
wncentrechanges 

Mayor Ros Jones details her 
Restart, Recovery and 
Renewal Plan to ‘build back 
better’ 

Restart – is about getting services 

and the economy up and running 

again 

Recovery – how families and 

businesses can recover 

Renewal - outlines the actions to 

take now to improve well-being in 

the future. 

The aim is to move towards a 

cleaner, greener, more resilient, 

prosperous and inclusive borough. 

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MTcuMjQ1NDQyMjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5kb25jYXN0ZXIuZ292LnVrL3NlcnZpY2VzL2N1bHR1cmUtbGVpc3VyZS10b3VyaXNtL3ByZXBhcmluZy10aGUtdG93bi1jZW50cmUtZm9yLXdoZW4tbG9ja2Rvd24tZWFzZXMifQ.J1oHLy67Jm4VQQVuPRWMTi305e43CTBFyGYZ_BbrCB4/s/1145500722/br/81191809704-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MTcuMjQ1NDQyMjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5kb25jYXN0ZXIuZ292LnVrL3NlcnZpY2VzL2N1bHR1cmUtbGVpc3VyZS10b3VyaXNtL3ByZXBhcmluZy10aGUtdG93bi1jZW50cmUtZm9yLXdoZW4tbG9ja2Rvd24tZWFzZXMifQ.J1oHLy67Jm4VQQVuPRWMTi305e43CTBFyGYZ_BbrCB4/s/1145500722/br/81191809704-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MTcuMjQ1NDQyMjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmRvbmNhc3Rlci5nb3YudWsvdG93bmNlbnRyZWNoYW5nZXMifQ.uGSbe0sAfq8Yu08YFRNFpDkiFJawakfBSeH90l3tpuA/s/1145500722/br/81191809704-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MTcuMjQ1NDQyMjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmRvbmNhc3Rlci5nb3YudWsvdG93bmNlbnRyZWNoYW5nZXMifQ.uGSbe0sAfq8Yu08YFRNFpDkiFJawakfBSeH90l3tpuA/s/1145500722/br/81191809704-l
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Invitation to 
participate in a 
survey 
 
By Nasar Ahmed 
[Health Improvement Coordinator, 
Doncaster Council 
Working Age, Healthy Lives] 

 
Doncaster Council are reviewing how 
they communicate with people who 
belong to Black and Minority Ethnic 
groups. 
 
Doncaster Council and their partners 
want to know the best ways to 
communicate, so that they can 
provide the best information and 
advice. Please fill out the survey 
below as soon as you can. If you 
need it translating into a different 
language or would like it by email or 
on paper, 
contact  nasar.ahmed@doncaster.go
v.uk 
  
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/
DXKR3W8 
 

 
 
 

Detention matters 
 

 
 
The Home Office has announced that 
Morton Hall, at Swinderby in 
Lincolnshire, is to close as an 
Immigration Detention Centre.  It 
will, however, continue to be used as 
a prison.  Those in detention will be 
transferred to other centres. 
 
Coincidentally, in July, the Jesuit 
Refugee Service produced their 
report on the UK detention system.  
Like others before them, they found 
that detention is harmful to physical 
and mental health and causes long 
term trauma.  A culture of death and 
self-harm pervades the experience of 
being detained – self harm is 
commonplace.  Even a short period 
in detention is traumatic; long 
detention is especially damaging. 
People found it particularly stressful 
not to know their released date. 
 
The process of detention is arbitrary, 
lacks accountability, with no 
meaningful notice and no 
explanation.  Reporting to the Home 
Office is also experienced in the 
shadow of detention. The prospect 
of detention and redetention creates 
fear that shapes life long after 
release, punctuating it more sharply 
as the time to report approaches. 
 
The Government must end the use of 
detention for the purpose of 
immigration control Introduce a 
mandatory and short time limit for 
all those detained under immigration 
powers, with any decision to detain 
going before a judge. 

 

Haiku column 

By Linda Rabben 

1.  

Do I raise my voice? 

Or do I silently stand 

In futile protest? 

 

2. 

Amidst the silence 

A voice in the wilderness; 

It is my own voice. 

 

3.  

Can you forgive them? 

They wear the faces of 
beasts; 

Look under the mask. 

 

4. 

In the borderland 

We wait, in stillness and 
hope, 

For the fog to clear 

mailto:nasar.ahmed@doncaster.gov.uk
mailto:nasar.ahmed@doncaster.gov.uk
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/DXKR3W8
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/DXKR3W8
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WAKE UP 
CALL 
How government contracts 
fail people seeking asylum 
 
A report published in July 
2020 and co-ordinated by 
Asylum Matters and Refugee 
Action. 
 
The report is based on: qualitative and 
quantitative evidence submitted 
to Asylum Matters from its partners 
following a request for information 
on the impact of the contract transition 
over the period July 2019 – 
January 2020; and quantitative and 
qualitative data from Refugee 
Action’s Asylum Crisis services in 
Manchester, Bradford, Birmingham and 
London that help people seeking asylum 
access support. 

 
 

Summary 
 
Towards the end of 2019, the asylum 
accommodation and support system 
was almost fatally disrupted by the 
transition from one set of 
government contracts to another. 
 
People seeking asylum began to 
experience unacceptable and 
entirely avoidable destitution. 
There were chronic delays in 
accessing advice, chaotic moves in 
and between substandard asylum 
accommodation and inadequate 
help for people newly granted 
refugee status to move forward from 
the asylum process. 
 
The asylum support system is 
intended to offer basic but crucial 
help to people who arrive here 
fleeing war and persecution, yet it 
was these people who bore the brunt 
of the chaotic changes, and, in the 
worst cases, were left without any 
access to money or accommodation 
at all. 

 
This report brings together 
experiences shared by people with 
lived experience of the asylum 
system, and many organisations 
supporting them. 
 
It exposes a system characterised by 
substandard performance, fragility, 
an inability to withstand change and 
a tendency to lurch from crisis to 
crisis. 
 
COVID-19 has provoked 
unprecedented change in the way 
that many people in the UK and 
across the world are thinking about 
how to better configure the systems 
around us. Some measures taken by 
the Home Office in response to the 
pandemic have been welcome; while 
other aspects of the Department’s 
response have echoed the worst of 
the problems outlined in this report.  
 
During transition out of these Covid-
19 measures it is paramount that 
these positive developments are not 
lost, as well as problems addressed, 
to ensure people seeking asylum are 
not put at risk. The asylum support 
system was already in a state of 
severe fragility before the pandemic, 
and it remains in a state of severe 
fragility now. These problems are 
systemic, and only systemic action 
can address them. 
 
OUR KEY RECOMMENDATION: 
 
In order to mend the system, the 
Home Office needs to revisit the 
problems inherent in the asylum 
support and accommodation 
provision, problems which are 
explored in this report. This can only 
be achieved through an open and 
accountable performance 
management regime, designed to 
assess whether services are 
genuinely meeting the needs of  

 
people seeking asylum. It will require 
enhanced support and changed 
ways of working, and a rebalancing 
of the relationship between the 
Home Office, local authorities, 
providers, and the voluntary and 
community sector so that people are 
successfully supported to live with 
dignity whilst seeking asylum in the 
UK. 
 
The Home Office must, as a matter 
of urgency: 
Ensure Covid-19 transition measures 
prioritise the wellbeing and safety of 
people seeking asylum and are 
carried out in collaboration with all 
relevant stakeholders; 
Engage collaboratively with people 
with direct experience of the asylum 
process, and voluntary and 
community sector partners to 
improve the current system; 
Meet its own policy obligations, 
particularly ensuring that no one is 
made destitute or homeless who is 
entitled to support; 
Commit to the regular publication of 
detailed performance management 
information on both the AASC and 
AIRE contracts; 
Share transition plans for the new 
prepaid cards contract with relevant 
stakeholders, including people in the 
asylum system and the voluntary 
sector.  
 

“It exposes a system 
characterised by 
substandard performance, 
fragility, an inability to 
withstand change and a 
tendency to lurch from 
crisis to crisis.” 
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Covid-19 pandemic: 
Sudan 
A briefing from the European 
Council of Foreign Affairs, June 
2020 
 
In Sudan, as elsewhere in Africa, the 

covid-19 crisis has unfolded 

relatively slowly.  According to 

official figures, the effects of the 

virus remain modest by global 

standards. A country of 40 million 

people, Sudan has recorded 6,081 

cases and 359 deaths. Although more 

than 80 percent of confirmed cases 

are in the Khartoum area, covid-19 

has spread throughout the country. 

The disease is now spreading 

exponentially, with the official 

number of cases doubling every 13 

days and the authorities unable to 

trace the origins of most of them. 

Official figures severely 

underestimate the extent of the 

pandemic. Social-media 

announcements of deaths have 

spiked across the country.  In Al 

Fasher, the capital of North Darfur, 

around 150 elderly people have died 

in recent weeks of what the 

authorities describe as a 

“mysterious disease”, suggesting that 

many covid-19 deaths are not 

counted as such. Official figures for 

confirmed cases are also 

unreliable because the authorities 

test just a few hundred people per 

day and roughly 70 percent of these 

tests return a positive result. The 

true number of cases is probably an 

order of magnitude larger. 

The health system has quickly 

collapsed. Three decades of 

authoritarian rule, during which 

former president Omar al-Bashir 

asphyxiated public hospitals to 

benefit a thriving private sector 

controlled by his cronies, have 

decimated the health system. 

Despite government and grassroots 

efforts to spread awareness about 

the risks of the virus, social 

distancing guidelines have not caught 

on. In Khartoum, funerals have 

continued to attract crowds – as did 

public ceremonies marking Eid al-

Fitr, the end of Ramadan.  Among 

some vulnerable populations, such as 

the three million displaced people 

who live in crowded camps or the 

urban poor living in slums, social 

distancing is not an option.  

The military – a key component of 

government under a power-sharing 

agreement signed last year – has left 

civilians to fend for 

themselves. The generals have 

refused to treat covid-19 patients in 

military hospitals – the best in the 

country. Military and police 

forces have laxly enforced lockdown 

measures, contributing to the 

public lack of awareness about the 

deadly effects of the disease. But 

many soldiers and policemen 

harbour deep-seated resentment 

towards health workers, and dozens 

of doctors and nurses were assaulted 

at checkpoints, forcing the 

authorities to pass a law to protect 

them. 

The epidemic could well exacerbate 

rising social and political 

instability. Inflation is nearing 100 

percent, GDP is projected to 

contract by more than 7 percent this 

year, and there are chronic 

shortages of fuel, cooking gas, and 

bread. In this environment, 

government restrictions on the 

movement of people and goods 

could tip Sudan into severe food 

insecurity. These measures have a 

high cost for the urban poor, who 

eke out a living and cannot miss a 

day of work without going hungry. 

The restrictions also strain the food 

supply chain.  

Michelle Bachelet, the UN high 

commissioner for Human Rights, 

warned that there will be “untold 

suffering” in Sudan unless the 

country receives greater 

international assistance. 

The full Report can be read at 

https://www.ecfr.eu/article/comme

ntary_brink_of_collapse_the_corona

virus_in_sudan 

 

Doncaster town centre 

‘Brutal’ evictions in Calais 

Calais saw one of the “most brutal” 
evictions of the informal camp since 
2016  (Care4Calais). French police 
once again dismantled a make-shift 
camp in Calais. 519 people looking to 
cross from the French Port city to 
the UK were taken by bus to places 
across the country.  Police have 
taken everything from the refugees - 
tents, sleeping bags, clothes and 
food. Hundreds of people were 
shipped as far as Marseille or Spain. 
The evictions appear political, a 
flawed response to Priti  
Patel’s calls for action following 
recent attempted Channel crossings.  

Source: ECRE 17 July 2020 

https://www.ecfr.eu/article/commentary_brink_of_collapse_the_coronavirus_in_sudan
https://www.ecfr.eu/article/commentary_brink_of_collapse_the_coronavirus_in_sudan
https://www.ecfr.eu/article/commentary_brink_of_collapse_the_coronavirus_in_sudan
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Fears of genocide in 
Ethiopia 

By Zelalem Meseret 

Ethiopia is the cradle of mankind and 
ancient civilization with more than 
80 ethnic groups living in nine 
regional states and two federal city 
administrations. Nearly two-thirds of 
these 105 million people are from 
Amhara and Oromo ethnic groups. 

Armed groups fighting for power at 
various times in Ethiopia since the 
1960s have been grounded on the 
narrative of the Amhara people as 
oppressors and enemies. In fact, 
Ethiopia was a monarchy until the 
late 1960s and it is clear that the 
monarchical system was oppressive 
in nature. But the oppressors are the 
ruling class of all ethnic groups, and 
the victims of oppression are the 
subject classes of all ethnic groups. 
So the oppression in Ethiopia is class 
oppression, not ethnic oppression. 

However, these groups, which are 
struggling for power, have widely 
used the motto "We are oppressed 
by the Amhara people" to make 
followers and provoke ethnic 
resentment. Even if we look at the 
1976 manifesto prepared by Tigray 
People Liberation Front (TPLF), 
which has controlled and ruled the 
Ethiopian federal government for 
the last 27 years, labelled the 
Amhara people as number one foe of 
the people of Tigray and decided 
that the Amhara must be contained 
and eradicated. Therefore, after 
taking power in 1991, TPLF has been 
doing all evil things against the 
Amhara people, employing various 
techniques. The Amhara people 
have been nicknamed the Neftegna 
(‘rifle bearer’) by various ethnic 
based groups for their long-running 
conspiracy to defame the Amhara 
people. 

Oromo youth are known as Qeerroo. 
Along with other Ethiopians, they 
played a significant role in the 
struggle to overthrow the 
authoritarian regime led by TPLF. 
The current Prime Minister, Abiy, is 
an Oromo. Abiy came to power two 
years ago by collaborating with 
other Oromo nationalists to form a 
group called Qeerroo and form a 
chain of command to overthrow the 
government in a popular uprising. 
Most of these Qeerroo groups have 
returned to peaceful activities 
following the regime change two 
years ago. Still, a significant number 
of Qeerroo members, under the 
auspices of extremist activists and 
government officials, have inflicted 
unspeakable atrocities on Amhara 
and other non-Oromo ethnic groups, 
including vulnerable children, 
mothers and the elders. 

Abiy's rise to power as prime 
minister has left the Ethiopian 
people hopeful of building a 
democratic system, but has handed 
over control of the country's key 
areas of defence, justice, security 
and financial institutions to the 
people from Oromo ethnic group. 
Although the people of Amhara have 
been isolated from central power for 
half a century and have sacrificed 
their lives in the struggle to bring 
Abiy to power, Amhara is still 
envisioned as an enemy and its 
institutional structure remains. 
Shimels Abdisa, a former advisor to 
the prime minister and current 
president of the Oromia region, in 
his Irrecha 2019 speech said “we 
have broken the Neftegna/Amhara 
in the same place where they broke 
us.” That is what he said in front of 
tens of thousands of participants of 
the festival, and the crowd 
emphatically cheered his speech. In a 
country where such a death 
sentence is being transmitted out by 

the country's top officials, as I noted 
in an article I wrote in the Newsletter 
61, the concern of Ethiopians were 
not protection of democratic rights 
but the guarantee of life. 

This group, the Qeerroo, has 
repeatedly carried out racially 
motivated killings of non-Oromo 
people in the Oromia region. The 
most notable of these genocides 
were attacked on September 2018, 
October 2019 , and July 2020.  In my 
previous article, I stated that 
Ethiopians have set up a committee 
to stop these genocides orchestrated 
by government officials and put 
forward to the European Union (EU). 
Where do you think they are now? 
Prison! The government of Abiy 
Ahmed has imprisoned the chairman 
of the committee, Eskinder Nega, 
known to many Ethiopians as ‘iron 
man’, in a dark prison on charges of 
'insulting Qeerroo'. 

On June 30, following the 
assassination of Oromo singer 
Hachalu Hundessa  by unknown 
individuals, a propaganda campaign 
was launched claiming that the killer 
was from the Amhara ethnic group. 
The Qeerroos, who were preparing 
machetes to kill ethnic Amhara, 
responded with machetes and arson 
against those whom they perceive as 
Amharas. But this did not happen 
without the help of those in power. 

These planned and racially 
motivated attacks  took place in 
about 40 woreda (districts) of 
Oromia and lasted for three 
consecutive days. In this attack more 
than 239 non Oromo most of them 
Amhara ethnic group were killed.  In 
some places the attack is said to 
have focused not only on ethnicity, 
but also on religion. In addition, 
moderate Oromo ethnic groups 
supporting these targeted minority 
ethnic groups were also harmed. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oqvhg2owoTw
2.%09https:/borkena.com/2018/09/16/oromo-ethno-nationalists-massacred-at-least-60-ethiopians/
3.%09https:/www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/11/ethiopia-abiy-protests-death-toll-rises-86-191104085436065.html
4.%09https:/www.nytimes.com/2020/06/30/world/africa/ethiopia-hachalu-hundessa-dead.html
5.%09https:/www.economist.com/middle-east-and-africa/2020/07/05/a-musicians-murder-sparks-mayhem-in-ethiopia
6.%09https:/borkena.com/2020/07/08/ethiopia-death-toll-of-ethnic-non-oromo-in-the-region-reached-239/
7.%09http:/www.spc.rs/eng/genocide_orthodox_christians_and_minorities_ethiopia
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This is very similar to what 
Interahamwe did during the 
Rwandan genocide. Many describe 
the incident as similar to the 
Rwandan genocide. The Washington 
Post quoting local sources reported 
that, in what appeared to be a tactic 
drawn from the playbook of the 
Rwandan genocide, “in Shashamane 
town some people were going home 
to home checking identity cards and 
targeting Amhara residents. Recent 
violence in Ethiopia's Oromia region 
shows hallmark signs of ethnic 
cleansing, according to the Minority 
Rights Group. This organisation 
described the tactics used in the 
attack as "federal and local 
government security forces turned a 
blind eye" and "regional forces were 
attacking the victims when they 
tried to defend themselves". It is 
believed by some senior government 
officials that government security 
forces provided the weapons to the 
attackers. Eyewitness accounts and 
victim family testimonies are too 
gruesome to hear.  I found the most 
devastating story of a woman who 
lost her 22-year-old son in one of the 
reports about the massacre.   

This poor woman, who says that ‘my 
son was my eyesight’, tells her story. 
“My son was out and about with his 
friends. He usually comes home at 
midnight but on Tuesday night, he 
failed to show up after midnight. I 
thought he was safe with friends, but 
deep in my heart I knew I wasn’t going 
to see my son again,” said his 
devastated 46 year old mother. Mid 
morning on Tuesday, her son’s body 
was found badly disfigured and 
dumped in a ditch in the other side of 
the city from their residence. “My son 
had never had any argument with 
anyone” his mother said, “He was a 
joyful, kind soul.” She moved to the 
city with her son in 1998 from north 
Shewa, in Amhara regional state, 

after her husband died of illness and 
she lost her belongings in family tussle 
that followed. “All I wanted to do was 
take my son and leave everything 
behind and that was what I did 22 
years ago. I raised my son alone; he 
was my eyesight.” She asked both her 
name and her son’s name not to be 
mentioned for fear that she will be 
retaliated for speaking about his 
death. A double agony. 

''...... but deep in my heart, I knew I 
wasn’t going to see my son again.''       
I cried for days thinking of this 
woman. Some kind of special 
attachment between parent and 
child whispered that she had lost her 
child. The inability to do anything for 
my dying people, the mother who 
lost her child, by the political 
gambling of dictators and power-
hungry people hurt me; it bled my 
heart. In this woman I see my 
mother. In this woman's tears, I saw 
my country, Ethiopia, weeping 
bitterly. How to estimate the depth 
of this woman's soul fracture? How 
can the wound be healed? What kind 
of compensation and support would 
allow her to live as a human being 
again? And the killer group 
sentenced her to hold all this grief 
without telling anyone. They told her 
that if she did, they would attack her 
again. The government led by Nobel 
winning prime minister, neither 
saved her son from death, nor 
helped her to mourn and talk about 
her son's death. The Abiy 
government has once again killed 
those innocent people by portraying 
the innocent victims of the genocide 
as "victims of the conflict." 

Genocide is defined as the deliberate 
and systematic destruction of a 
racial, religious, political, or ethnic 
group. In our country, many people 
have been murdered because of 
their ethnicity, religion or both. This 
is the truth! Hiding and concealing 

this is inhumane; it is, after all, a 
crime. Instead of prosecuting the 
perpetrators, financial and logistical 
support, and irresponsible 
government officials, Abiy Ahmed's 
government arrested prominent 
human right activists and opposition 
figures, such as Eskinder Nega and 
Engineer Yilkal who had told the 
international community that the 
genocide was imminent. 

To conclude, let me summarise why I 
blame the Abiy's government for this 
genocide.  He was unable to protect 
the safety of citizens, which is 
elementary duty of the government. 
He did not neutralize this informal 
group, the Qeerroo, from the 
beginning, especially after taking 
control of the government. Abiy's 
government has ignored calls made 
by various human rights institutions 
to investigate the genocide 
committed over the past two years. 
He used this incident to arrest the 
opposition and the victims who had 
nothing to do with the case. And he 
called the genocide a "conflict". 

Don't be surprised because of Abiy's 
Nobel Peace Prize winning. Even 
Adolf Hitler, the genocidal 
mastermind, was once nominated 
for the Nobel Prize in 1939. 

 

A demonstration outside Downing Street 
on 27 July 2020 

NB There are 13 hyperlinks within this article to provide supporting evidence. 

 

8.%09https:/www.washingtonpost.com/world/africa/ethiopias-week-of-unrest-sees-239-dead-3500-arrested/2020/07/08/8eb30952-c100-11ea-8908-68a2b9eae9e0_story.html?fbclid=IwAR2-c6O6V-FROP59790F1HXOESjeFWB92l-YMXBOo3vVDSdGpOGMP5xY2xw
9.%09https:/minorityrights.org/2020/07/22/ethnic-cleansing-oromia/
9.%09https:/minorityrights.org/2020/07/22/ethnic-cleansing-oromia/
10.%09https:/mg.co.za/africa/2020-07-14-my-son-died-the-worst-kind-of-death-horrific-details-of-violent-unrest-in-ethiopia/?utm_term=Autofeed&utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Twitter#Echobox=1594741774
11.%09https:/addisstandard.com/in-depth-analysis-spate-of-targeted-attacks-excessive-use-of-force-by-security-in-oromia-leave-death-trails-destruction/
https://twitter.com/eskinder_nega/status/1219709509905670144?s=19
12.%09https:/www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/01/ethiopia-justice-needed-deadly-october-violence
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 To receive a copy of this newsletter by email, send a message to 
Paulfitzp@aol.com 

Please send your contributions and suggestions to the same address. 

Doncaster Conversation Club offers opportunities for local people 
and people who have sought asylum in the UK to join together to 
share friendship, while offering support and practical help.  

  

The Club seeks to create a relaxed, friendly and supportive environment,  
and works on the principles  of  

Ownership – everyone can get involved  

Impartiality – it is not affiliated to any political or religious body 
Confidentiality – what you say is private  

Respect – for each other’s differences and individuality.  

  

DCC is pleased to acknowledge the support of Doncaster Society of 
Friends (Quakers), The Red Cross, The Refugee Council, Migrant 
Help, DIAL Doncaster, The Doncaster Clinical Commissioning 
Group, St Leger Homes, Club Doncaster Foundation, Ongo M25 
Services, YMCA, DARTS, CAST, Fareshare, The Brelms Trust, The 
Ruth Hayman Trust and Doncaster Minster.  

 

The Doncaster Conversation Club is run entirely by volunteers with the 
support of occasional grants for specific activities, currently from the Allen 
Lane Foundation, and the Wharfedale Trust  

  

 

 

 
The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual 
contributors. 
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