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As we enter another month of 
lockdown, news on the horizon 
speaks of a possible relaxing of 
restrictions in social distancing. What 
this will mean for DCC is unclear, and 
at the time of going to press, the 
government have still to announce 
their exit strategy. 

What is clear, is that across the 
country, the voluntary sector have 
come into their own. Initiatives have 
been used and gaps filled.  For DCC 
this has been the gift of 
chromebooks from Sheffield City of 
Sanctuary, to enable asylum seeking 
children to have access to 
schoolwork to enable them to 
continue with their education. This is 
a real lifeline for families.  

The voluntary sector continue to put 
pressure on the Home Office to 
provide WiFi to all asylum properties.  
This is essential for keeping in 
contact with the outside world 
including all asylum related 

appointments/deadlines. Pressure, 
too, to increase the asylum support 
rates whilst the pandemic lasts. 

On a sombre note,   No matter how 
much we want to get back to normal 
and resume activities, it is important 
to learn from history and follow the 
social distancing guidelines until it is 
deemed safe to resume where we 
left off  

During the pandemic of 1918/19, 
over 50 million people died 
worldwide and a quarter of the 
British population were affected. The 
death toll was 228,000 in Britain 
alone. 

Stay safe everyone!  We all look 
forward to meeting up again at DCC 
when this is all over! 

 

Doncaster in lockdown                                            
Page 2 

 

 

Computers for schools 
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Uncertain times 
          By Jan Foster 
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ASYLUM IN A SENTENCE (or 

two!) 

Warning – Things change daily. 
Check current situations before 
offering guidance. 

Gathered by Nic Burne 

Mostly from   
https://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/lat
est/news/changes-to-home-office-
asylum-resettlement-policy-and-
practice-in-response-to-covid-19/ 

and a Home Office circular. 

 

1. Asylum Policy and Process 

 Temporary Asylum Intake Units 
(AIU) with social distancing 
measures have been opened in 
additional locations to register new 
asylum claims and to reduce travel 
requirements.   

 Substantive interviews are still 
paused and alternative methods of 
interview are being explored as a 
matter of urgency. 

  Appeal hearings at Immigration 
Appeal Courts are still suspended 
until alternative procedures have 
been created. 

 Asylum Operations are continuing 
to make decisions where possible 
so decision letters (emails) are still 
being sent out. 

 Reporting is still suspended but 
email addresses of Reporting 
Centres have been published. 

 Decision and other letters are to be 
sent out by email on a trial basis. 

 Stateless applications up and 
running again. 

 

2. Asylum Accommodation.  

 The level of the cash allowance is 
being reviewed and coronavirus 
factors are being taken into 
consideration. 

 People with a resolved claim 
(positive or negative) will continue 
to receive support (accommodation 
and S95/S4) at least until the end of 
June when it will be reviewed. 

 Refused asylum seekers will 
continue to be supported as they 
are temporarily unable to leave the 

UK because of the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

 Newly arrived asylum seekers 
with symptoms will be housed and 
supported in hotels to complete 
their 7 days self-isolation (14 days 
for families/groups) and then 
dispersed into mainstream asylum 
accommodation.  

 Any symptomatic service user 
should self-isolate in their 
accommodation and contact their 
housing officer. Contingency 
accommodation and/or support will 
be provided to enable them to do 
so.    

 Integration Loans must be done 
on line and supporting documents 
scanned or photographed. 

 

3. Accommodation 
Procurement 

 As no service users are being 
asked to leave accommodation at 
this time an additional 4000 single 
rooms in hotels are being 
procured throughout the country.  

 Local Authorities usually have to 
agree to accept asylum seekers in 
their jurisdiction. To enable housing 
providers to get more 
accommodation this agreement is 
being paused.  

 

4. Support for Service Users 

 Migrant Help is open as usual, 24 
hours a day, on a freephone 0808 
8010. 

 Housing providers have identified 
vulnerable service users and are 
giving them additional support, 
including increased contact and 
food parcels.  

 An initiative to provide mobile 
phones to those service users who 
do not have them is being 
investigated.   

 Home Office will be 
communicating wherever 
possible by email and will not 
routinely be sending 
communications by post.   

 The client’s original signature is 
not required if requested but will be 
later. Representatives may sign on 
behalf of their clients’, provided they 

can evidence this is the client’s 
request (for example, through a 
screenshot of an SMS). 

 Electronic copies and not 
originals of documents are being 
accepted on a temporary basis. 

 Migrant Help will be supporting 
applicants to complete the ASF1 
form. (Asylum Support Form) 

 

5. Asylum Support 

 Refused Asylum Seekers - 
Anyone whose S95 support should 
be terminated because their asylum 
claim or any appeal is finally 
rejected, will be transferred on to S4 
support.   

 Successful Asylum Claims – 
Those granted refugee status may 
remain in asylum accommodation 
until June 2020 (date to be 
reviewed.)  They can move on if 
they want to. They will receive a 
letter that advises that they can still 
apply for Universal Credit and of the 
assistance available to make the 
application. (Doncaster people can 
contact Gav for help.) Asylum 
support payments will continue until 
UC or advances are received. 

 Notice to quit. If a discontinuation 
letter was received (it would have 
been issued before the changes) 
the person must contact Migrant 
Help immediately so support can be 
continued.  

 Aspen payment cards –   

 The implementation of the new 
contract to replace the ASPEN 
card has been paused. 

 Lifting the restriction of using 
ASPEN cards on the internet is 
being investigated but there are 
technical problems. 

 Making payments on a two-
weekly cycle are being 
discussed with the ASPEN card 
provider.  

 Temporary measures for 
Emergency Payments – 
Emergency cash payments (ECP) 
are being issued for 10 rather than 
5 days to ensure sufficient time to 
set up and process ASPEN support, 
or if there are errors with current 
ASPEN cards.  

 

https://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/latest/news/changes-to-home-office-asylum-resettlement-policy-and-practice-in-response-to-covid-19/
https://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/latest/news/changes-to-home-office-asylum-resettlement-policy-and-practice-in-response-to-covid-19/
https://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/latest/news/changes-to-home-office-asylum-resettlement-policy-and-practice-in-response-to-covid-19/
https://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/latest/news/changes-to-home-office-asylum-resettlement-policy-and-practice-in-response-to-covid-19/
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6. Funeral Costs 

The burial or cremation arrangements 
of any person who had recently 
arrived from abroad would depend on 
the circumstances, for example the 
wishes of their relatives or friends, or 
the relevant national embassy. 

If there are no relatives or others to 
assist, the relevant local authority 
would have a duty to ensure that the 
deceased is buried or cremated 
respectfully. 

 

DCC’s trustees and 
coronavirus 
By Alan Robinson [Chair of Trustees] 
 
As charity trustees, the seven of us 
(Nic Burne, Jan Foster, Akeela 
Mohammed, Basil Nadeem, Simon 
Phailly, Ann Hindley and myself) are 
the people responsible for the whole 
organisation – legally as well as 
practically. So it’s our job to make 
sure that the charity survives, if 
possible, and that we are acting 
legally in what we are doing during 
the pandemic.  
 
Our first duty is to the people who 
use our services, and we are 
receiving public money to help to 
meet their needs – so we will have to 
be able to show that we have used 
that public money properly. We also 
need to try to make sure that the 
people who use us – who used to 
come on a Thursday afternoon, and 
we hope will do so again in the near 
future – have their needs met, if at 
all possible.  
 
Ann has telephone conference 
facilities in her office, so we have 
been able to meet on every other 
Thursday (every Thursday, if 
necessary) by telephone, to make 
sure that everything is OK, and that 
people have what they need to do 
the job. This is separate from the “Fit 
to Fly” Zoom meeting of volunteers, 

which also happen every Thursday, 
and which are able to spend more 
time on the practicalities.  
 
The trustees have also been able to 
catch up on some of our outstanding 
work, such as finances (we need to 
consider how we will be funded in 
the future) and policies for all the 
different tasks that we do. Not very 
exciting, but necessary to keep an 
organisation such as this in a position 
where we can do the work that we 
need to do.  
 

 
 

Joint letter to the Home 
Secretary and the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer  
 
As part of the public health 

response, we urge you to 

immediately increase the support 

available to those in the asylum 

system, who are in desperate need 

of the same financial uplift in order 

to meet the essential living needs 

of themselves and their families.  

At present, people in the asylum 

system receive £37.75 if they are 

supported under section 95 of the 

Immigration and Asylum Act 1999, 

or £35.39 if they are supported under 

section 4 of the 1999 Act. This 

amounts to a little over £5 a day per 

person. Unlike people on section 95 

support, those on section 4 support 

cannot currently receive payments in 

cash. Under section 98 of the 1999 

Act people are supported in either 

full-board ‘initial accommodation’ 

with no cash support provided or in 

self-catered housing with a cash 

allowance.  

Even before the Coronavirus 

outbreak, people on asylum support 

struggled to meet their essential 

living needs on an amount of support 

far lower than mainstream benefits, 

leading to extremely difficult 

decisions on what to prioritise 

amongst essential expenditure. 

Asylum seekers, including torture 

survivors and other highly vulnerable 

people, tell us that, in the current 

context, they are finding it even 

harder to buy the items that they 

need to keep themselves and their 

families healthy and safe.  

The response to Covid-19 has meant 

that many of those already under 

financial pressure cannot now travel 

long distances and are relying 

heavily on local shops where food 

options are often more limited and 

more expensive. People receiving 

asylum support are paid weekly, 

which makes it difficult to buy 

sufficient volumes of food and other 

essentials items that would enable 

them to comply with guidance on 

social distancing. Those in receipt of 

section 4 (cashless) support 

experience even greater limitations 

as to how and where they spend 

their weekly allowance.  

Additionally, shared dispersal 

accommodation provides limited 

kitchen and freezer space for each 
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occupant, making storing essentials 

difficult.  

Asylum seekers awaiting a decision 

on their support application (those 

on section 98 support) are likely to 

be in initial accommodation now for 

far longer periods than intended, so 

it is vital that they receive additional 

financial support to meet their living 

needs.  

Many of those in receipt of asylum 

support would ordinarily use cafes to 

access free Wi-Fi as they cannot 

ordinarily afford mobile data or 

credit.  Given that many support and 

advice agencies have had to revert to 

an entirely remote service either by 

telephone or online, coupled with 

the fact that the most up to date 

information from the government is 

distributed online, the need for 

additional funds to ensure 

communication with this isolated 

population is greater than ever.  

We are asking for an immediate 

increase of £20 per week to section 

98, section 95 and section 4 

support for the next 12 months in 

the first instance, in line with the 

increase in Universal Credit. We are 

also asking that Section 4 support 

be paid in cash.  

Signed on 3 April 2020 by 

representatives of at least 60 national 

and local asylum and refugee 

campaign groups, including DCC 

 

SELF ISOLATION – 
What do you think? 
  

By Lilian Hollidge [DCC volunteer 
who has previously described her 
visits to Lesvos for us] 

 
Hi everyone, I hope this finds you 
well during this time of stress, 
fearfulness, pain and bereavement 
for loved ones, you may worry 
about or have lost through the 
Covid-19 pandemic.  
 
I am struggling a little with the self-
isolation and having more time to 
think about what is happening in 
our part of this vast world. We 
know we are not alone in this - 
many other countries and families, 
elderly people and lone children 
are caught up in it too! In my home, 
though having no young family to 
worry about, there are difficulties 
in isolating myself while not 
affecting my husband, on the front 
line, ensuring that isolated elderly 
and vulnerable customers eat a 
hot, cooked meal each day.  
 

 
 
You will all be experiencing some 
difficulties during this prolonged 
time of worry and frustration too, 
for yourselves and relatives and 
friends.  
 
Just for a moment, please, give a 
thought and prayers for the 
millions of families, men, women 

and children, as well as a multitude 
of unaccompanied children and 
elderly people too, who are 
refugees who need to constantly 
keep moving from one country to 
another to escape from bombing, 
torture, sickness, violence and 
hunger.  
 
Only a small proportion of these 
find themselves reaching the 
Aegean Island of Lesbos, where 
they will be taken to one of many 
Detention Centres to be processed.  
They will be asked - ‘Who are you?’ 
‘Where have you come from?’ 
‘Where are you heading for!’ One 
such centre is the notorious Moria 
Centre, where refugees will join 
with others, within a camp of 
20,000 people in canvas, wooden 
and plastic dwellings. 
 

 
 
In these vastly overcrowded 
dwellings and areas, how could 
anyone be expected to ‘stay safe’ 
and not become infected with the 
very same virus that threatens us 
here today, and to keep healthy 
and survive this same nightmare as 
us?  
 
In our weaknesses and strengths, Is 
there something we can do to help 
them?  
 
Thank you and Stay Safe  
Lilian 
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Good news stories 

from volunteers  

1. Clap for carers 

 
 This is Richard who many at DCC 

will know as the person who will help 

individuals apply for a Travel 

Document or help with any BRP 

queries.  As well as spending time at 

DCC I am also involved in playing my 

accordion for ceilidhs and Barn 

Dances – the same dancing as Julia 

organises for DCC at St James 

Church Hall.   

I have played the piano accordion 

since I was a teenager and my 

interest has always been to play 

traditional folk music and more 

recently I have started to learn tunes 

for Scottish Country Dancing.  The 

picture shows me playing my 

accordion in my garden at home – I 

don’t normally play music outside 

but I have been playing at 8pm on a 

Thursday evening for the ‘Clap for 

Carers’ weekly recognition for the 

work being undertaken by 

keyworkers.  The first week I played 

‘Somewhere over the Rainbow’ and 

the following week ‘We’ll Meet 

Again’ with the latest performance 

being ‘You’ll Never Walk 

Alone’.  These are all very 

appropriate songs when considering 

how lonely and isolated individuals 

can be as they struggle with life 

during the current coronavirus 

pandemic.  Just hoping to be back at 

DCC soon. 

2. Face masks 

Theresa has been busy making 

face masks - with Rasha's help, 

and soon, Zaher Bonian will join 

them. 

 

Julia writes: ‘I think masks have a 

role. I know the government 

aren't pushing their use in the UK 

- unlike in Spain and Germany 

where wearing face masks of 

some sort will be compulsory on 

public transport. However, I think 

a big factor in the UK government 

thinking is the fear that medical 

masks will be bought up by the 

UK public.  If you have 

coronavirus in the early stages, 

you may not be aware of this. 

Wearing a mask when in 

proximity to others (eg shopping) 

will stop spread of the virus at this 

early stage - though protecting 

others more than yourself. So if it 

became usual for everyone to 

wear a mask, we would all be 

better off. 

‘A mask works best if it fits snugly 

over the nose and face so that 

most air comes and goes through 

the fabric. This is best achieved 

by having some sort of wire in the 

nose area - so that this can be 

moulded to your individual shape. 

 ‘So, Theresa's masks have 2 

layers of cloth and a piece wire in 

the seam to help the mask to fit 

snugly.  

‘The elastics can be tied over the 

head and round the back of the 

neck - or made into loops for the 

ears - your choice. The ends can 

be singed to prevent fraying.’ 

3. Wedding joy 

Alison writes to share a story of 

her family’s recent joy. ‘Our 

daughter was one of the last to 

get married before the lockdown 

started.  We had to bring date 

forward to 20th March and it 

included only 9 immediate family 

members but we were so 

delighted that it could happen.  

They are now very happily 

settling into married life in 

Swansea.  I still look at the photos 

most days as it brings some joy 

and light into the present!’  
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School work and laptops 
 
During the school closures, 
schools have set homework for 
children. This is often relayed 
to parents via email – and the 
work is most effectively done 
on a computer. Many children, 
including most children in 
families who are seeking 
asylum, don’t have access to 
laptops, computers – and many 
don’t have enough money to 
fund internet access reliably via 
a phone. 
 
Many schools try to 
compensate by providing work 
in a paper format - but it’s often 
a poor substitute for doing the 
work on line and getting 
feedback and pictures. 
 
City of Sanctuary in Sheffield, 
led by Hilary Smith, took the 
imaginative step of setting out 
to provide school children with 
laptops. The Sheffield team set 
out to crowdfund the initiative.  
The money was to fund both 
the hardware – and the data 
needed to access school work.  
 
Sheffield were kind enough to 
link with Mears – the housing 
provider in this area – and 
include Doncaster, Barnsley 
and Rotherham families too. 
 
This has been a real boost for 
Doncaster families. Fourteen 
families have benefitted – 
children ranging in age from 
Primary to Secondary school 
age.  
 
The Government have spoken 
about funding a scheme for 
children who will be taking 
exams in the near future and 

do not have a laptop at home. 
However, to qualify, families 
have to have a social worker 
involved. Very few asylum 
seeking families have the 
support of a social worker – so 
will not be able to access 
laptops by this scheme. 
  
A comment from a 14 year old: 
 
‘My name is Peace and I'm 
studying at Hall Cross. During 
this lockdown I pass through 
challenges in terms of 
homework and meeting the 
deadline for submission. 
Before I use to do my 
homework on my phone, which 
made me submit my work late, 
but now that I got a laptop, I 
can submit my work on time 
every day and I'm not stressing 
anymore.' 
 

 

 

 

Thanks, Simaa 

You Clap for Me Now 

So, it’s finally happened  
That thing you were afraid of 
Something come from overseas 
And taken your jobs 
Made it unsafe to walk the streets 
Kept you trapped in your home 
Your proud nation gone. 
A dirty disease 
But not me, or me, or me or me. 
 
No, you clap for me now. 
You cheer as I toil 
Bringing food to your family 
Bringing food from your soil 
Propping up your hospitals 
Not some foreign invader 
Delivery driver, teacher, life saver 
Don’t say go home 
Don’t say not here 
You know how it feels for home to be 
a prison 
You know how it feels to live in fear 
 
So you clap for me now 
All this love you are bringing 
But don’t forget when it’s no longer 
quiet 
Don’t forget when you can no longer 
hear the birds singing 
Or see clearer waters 
That I crossed for you 
To make lives filled with peace 
And bring peace to your life too. 
Come all you Gretas, you Malalas, 
you immigrants 
See what we have learned 
It only takes the smallest thing 
To change the world. 

 

New video in the fight 
against Coronavirus: We 
are Donny! 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch

?v=83vYkKz9BgQ&feature=youtu

.be 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=83vYkKz9BgQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=83vYkKz9BgQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=83vYkKz9BgQ&feature=youtu.be
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Let us build one another 
together 
 
Collated by DC 

 

Our world is sharing an experience at 
the moment, tied by a set of 
circumstances it has not met before. 
Experience of these circumstances 
will be different and will leave 
different memories. 
 
An often used phrase of my 
grandmother's came to mind the 
other day as I gathered 
miscellaneous ingredients for ‘Fridge 
Bottom Soup', a memory of her often 
repeated words Waste not, Want 
Not. This is just one of her many 
seeds of wisdom which took root and 
has remained firmly planted through 
the years. 
 
The complete verse is; 
 
Waste not, want not, a maxim I will 
teach, 
Let your watchword be dispatched 
and practice what you preach. 
Do not let your chances, like 
sunbeams pass you by, 
For you will never miss the water 
until the well runs dry. 
 
Of course, there are many 
grandmothers. Not all will re-boil the 
hot water bottle water, but each will 
have their own wisdom, ways and 
words. Gems rooted in lived 
experience. Words that are passed 
down and appear in different ways in 
different languages.  
 
DCC has proved to be a rich source of 
such words of wisdom. Here is a 
taste of just a few to savour. 
Ingredients for food for thought. 
Enjoy!! 
 

ፍርሃት እግዚኣብሄር ንጥበብ መጀመርያኣ እዩ፡ ዓያሹ 
ንጥበብን ትምህርትን ይንዕቅዎ። 

The fear of the LORD is the beginning 
of knowledge: but fools despise 
wisdom and instruction. 

ምስ ቆልዓ አይትምከር : ምስ ከልቢ አይትተሓባእ 

Do not advise with children, Do not 

hide with a dog 🐕. 

Kurdish 
You’re a good worker but the 
earth/ground is slope, which means 
you’re not a good worker 
 
Kuwait 
 

 
 
Lingala Swahili 
The world is similar to the goat’s 
mouth. 
A promise is a debt. 
No one is a prophet at home. 
He who praises the sun, the sun 
shines on him. 
 
You must educate a child while he is 
young. 
 
The mother is she who catches the 
spear by the blade. 
One moment of silence reaps a 
thousand rewards. 
 
Carpe diem – seize the day! 
 
One hand cannot tie a bundle, we 
need 2 hands. 

 
A kind word never broke any teeth 
                                                      Irish 
 
Who does not grieve for your grief,  
do not let him see your tears 
                                            Tigre 
 
Listen to the wind that inspires, 
Listen to the silence that speaks. 
listen to the heart that knows. 
                                           El Salvador   
 

 

 

Let us build one another together 

To be continued 

This is the time to be 
slow 
by the Irish poet John Donohue (1956-
2008) 

 
This is the time to be slow, 

Lie low to the wall 
Until the bitter weather passes. 
Try, as best you can, not to let 
The wire brush of doubt 
Scrape from your heart 
All sense of yourself 
And your hesitant light. 
 
If you remain generous, 
Time will come good; 
And you will find your feet 
Again on fresh pastures of promise, 
Where the air will be kind 
And blushed with beginning. 
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Football welcomes 

The weekend of April 18/19 

should have been the 

anniversary 

Matches and events were, of 

course, cancelled.  But Doncaster 

Rovers continued to raise 

awareness through their website. 

 

 
 

Football Welcomes has been a 

life-changing project for people 

seeking asylum and refugees 

living in Doncaster. 

 

The government states that 

people seeking asylum are not 

allowed to work while they wait 

to receive their settled status, 

they are given a small allowance 

(around £30 a week) to see them 

through the waiting period – the 

waiting could be several years. 

Football is a uniquely global sport 

and as a result, people from all 

different background and cultures 

can enjoy it equally. Football 

Welcomes is about just that – 

helping people to find a hobby 

and settle in a new country and a 

new town using the power of 

football. 

 

The Club Doncaster Foundation 

have been working with 

Doncaster Conversation Club (a 

meeting house for refugees 

andpeople seeking asylum) for 

several years providing football 

session for men and women. 

Football Welcomes proved 

extremely popular and with the 

support of the football club, the 

players, and the fans, the project 

has achieved some remarkable 

things this season. 

 

Project co-ordinator Lauren 

Cuttell said: “The project started 

with just a informal kick about for 

few on the astroturf near the 

stadium. Now we have weekly 

sessions on Wednesdays and 

Fridays and the team have 

competed in tournaments 

representing Rovers up and down 

the country. 

 

“With the club, we’ve been able 

to invite the guys to Rovers 

matches and we’ve even been 

able to organise a match on the 

stadium pitch with Rovers fans 

and Fit Rovers Participants. 

“Since the funding arrived from 

Amnesty International, we’ve 

been able to do even more like 

provide bikes for them to travel 

cheaply around the town and 

enter them into a local Monday 

night football tournament.” 

Fans of both Rovers and Belles 

have taken to the project too 

donating in their hundreds to the 

boot drive – a push for second-

hand boots which could be used 

by the DDC United team – while 

the players did their part donating 

socks, boots and Ian Lawlor 

donated several pairs of 

goalkeeper gloves. 

 

Lauren added: “The donations 

from fans and players have been 

amazing – they’ve allowed us to 

bring in even more participants 

and meant that the players can 

take part in the football sessions 

safely and with the correct 

equipment. 

“It’s also much more than a pair 

of boots – the donations are just 

another way to say to these 

players ‘you are welcome’ and in 

a lot of ways that means as much 

as the boots themselves.” 

 

Another football event 

cancelled 
On Saturday 25th April DCC United 

where invited to play at the 161 Anti-

Fascist football tournament held in 

Manchester. The tournament is part 

of a 10 day festival held each year 

celebrating all things anti-fascist with 

talks, workshops, sports events and 

exhibitions culminating in a 3 day 

music festival with performers from 

all over the world playing. 

The tournament was due to welcome 

teams from all over the country to 

contest for the trophy and after the 

final game food was to be provided 

for all participants. Some bands were 

then to play to entertain everyone, 

hopefully the players would have had 

enough energy left in their legs to 

show off their dancing skills. 

The tournament is hopefully to be 

rescheduled for later in the year but 

they may have to wait until next year 

to lift the trophy as champions. 



A VIEW FROM THE EDGE DONCASTER CONVERSATION CLUB 
NEWSLETTER | Issue 65  

9 

 

 

stss 

Ramadhan, Sudan and 
coronavirus 

By Adam Abdallah 
 

Ramadan is considered by 
Muslims as one of the greatest 
months of the year in which the 
soul looks forward to gratification 
of the Greatest and Almighty God. 
It is a season of generosity, 
forgiveness, graciousness and 
emancipation from Hell. It is a 
month of faith and piety, and 
distancing from sins and devotion 
to worship (fasting, night 
worshipping, reciting the Qur’an, 
seclusion to worship) for which 
the souls are willing. It is a month 
of solidarity and consolation to 
the poor, of exchanging gifts and 
visits.  The Sudanese people have 
long been known for loving and 
celebrating the month of 
Ramadan which has a special 
taste and flavour for them, and 
they prepare themselves to 
welcome it as of Rajab, two 
months ahead of its coming. 
 
Society and religious customs in 
Sudan 
 
Manifestations of the social and 
religious celebrations in Sudan are 
varied. Villagers working in 
different Sudanese towns and 
abroad voluntarily return in great 
numbers to their villages before 
or during Ramadan. These include 
employees, workers and students, 
who participate in all sports and 
cultural activities in the village 
which turns into a bee-hive shelf 
throughout Ramadan. Young 
people prepare the clubs, ground 
and worshipping houses in the 

village, which takes a brilliant 
appearance with its sons who 
arrive from different places; the 
mosques are crowded with 
worshippers at night and are busy 
with religious programmes 
throughout the day, including 
Qur’an recitations between 
midday and afternoon prayers. 
 

 
 
There is a beautiful custom in 
Sudan during Ramadan which is 
especially important for the poor 
and needy. Of the 37.96 million 
people in Sudan, 97 per cent 
follow Islam. And during the holy 
month, people in neighbourhoods 
- men and boys only - gather in 
the streets and sit on long mats or 
put up tents of food. They wait for 
passers-by, and make sure all 
motorists and drivers stop, 
dismount and end their fast with 
the men in the tents. The tents 
can be big or small. 
 
COVID-19 affected Sudanese 
culture. 
 
Like all over the world, social 
distancing and lockdown due to 
coronavirus or COVID-19 
pandemic have affected festivities 
of the holy month of Ramadan in 
Sudan.  In normal times, Ramadan 
traditionally meant social 
gatherings, breaking the fast at 

the sunset or iftar -- breaking fast 
-- together, packed mosques for 
late-night prayers and festive 
dining till early in the morning.  
The onset of Ramadan also meant 
busy shopping as well as reading 
the Holy Qur’an in groups, and 
reviving social contacts with 
families and friends. 
 
Many Sudanese believe that they 
are witnessing an unfamiliar 
Ramadan.  The pandemic has 
negatively impacted the lifestyle 
of Sudanese during 2020 
Ramadan. The people were used 
to sit outside at the iftar time, 
with all their neighbours, 
extended family members, and 
friends together.  It used to be the 
only month that people got time 
to relax from the materialistic life 
and enjoy the spirit of Ramadan.  
 
The women used to go together 
to markets and prepare special 
Sudanese cuisine and drinks. This 
seems not to have happened this 
year because of coronavirus.  
They used to cook together 
special Sudanese traditional food 
like Aseeda and the drinks like 
Hilumore.  They are missing this 
because of the virus.  I hope 
better times comes soon during 
Ramadan.  Also, I wish to all 
people around the world back to 
their normal life. 
 
Like Muslims elsewhere, Ramadan 
is also time to contribute a part of 
wealth to charity.  The rich people 
distribute food bags and other 
materials during Ramadan.  But 
this year I don't think it going to 
happen during the virus: people 
will be afraid that the distribution 
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point may become dangerous as a 
large number of people may 
gather. 
 
However, if they cooperate with 
the organizations to donate 
online, the organizations will 
distribute it, by using their 
resources it will be better. 
 
I believe that our Sudanese 
culture and traditions would 
never change, no matter where 
we are. But we do acquire the 
best of other countries' cultures 
too. 

 
If you thought it was bad in the 
UK…brief news from across the 

world 
 

 
1. Yemen 

A unilateral two-week ceasefire, 

declared by the Saudi-led coalition, 

began at midday on 9 April. The 

ceasefire followed the heaviest week 

(2 April to 8 April) of bombing in the 

air war since July 2018, in an 

apparent response to pro-Houthi 

forces firing ballistic missiles into 

Saudi Arabia on 28 March. At least 

76 air raids with up to 254 individual 

airstrikes were recorded in the week 

prior to the start of the declared 

ceasefire. 

In the first week of the ceasefire 

(midday 9 April to  midday 16 April), 

Yemen Data Project recorded at 

least 26 air raids* with up to 106 

individual airstrikes. This 66% 

reduction in air raid numbers from 

the previous week represented a 

notable decline in bombings, 

although not to the lower levels seen 

during the undeclared de-escalation 

from the end of October 2019 up to 

mid-January 2020 when air raid 

numbers fell to less than half that 

rate, not going above 10 in a single 

week. No civilian casualties were 

recorded in airstrikes in the first 

week of the unilateral ceasefire. 

Source: Yemen Data Project 

 
2. Greece 

 
Fires in the severely overcrowded 
camp on Samos island destroyed the 
homes of hundreds of people 
following disputes between camp 
residents. The plans to evacuate 
thousands of vulnerable people from 
Moria and other island camps to the 
Greek mainland has been halted 
reportedly due to local protests and 
fears over COVID-19. Ten European 
cities have volunteered to receive 
unaccompanied children from the 
Greek island camps and the Greek 
Turkish border. 

 
Source: ECRE 

 
3. Mediterranean 

The destiny of a group of 62 people 
in distress in the Maltese Search & 
Rescue zone since 28 April remains 
unknown. In another case, Maltese 
official admits to having coordinated 
upon instructions from the office of 
the Prime Minister a push-back 
operation to Libya that involved the 
deaths of 12 people. MEPs, 

Commission and Council of Europe 
confirm that Libya is not a safe place 
for disembarkation. 
 
Alarm Phone received a distress call 
from a group of 62 people in a 
dinghy drifting in Maltese waters. A 
privately owned fishing boat, which 
controversially returned people to 
Libya earlier this month, was on its 
way to the group but reportedly 
interrupted the operation for 
unknown reasons. Alarm Phone is 
urging Italian and Maltese 
authorities to carry out a rescue 
operation but without response so 
far. They lost contact with the boat 
and are concerned that the 
passengers are left to die or are 
pushed back to Libya “by proxy”. 
Source:  ECRE and Alarm Phone 
 

4. Asylum claims proposal 
Refugee Rights Europe, a long-term 
advocate for the rights of displaced 
people in spaces of transit across 
Europe, is putting forward a new 
proposal for the UK to process 
asylum claims at its extraterritorial 
borders, with the support of a range 
of partner organisations. They are 
calling for the development of: 1) a 
mechanism for individuals to make 
an asylum claim where the UK has 
placed its border control facilities 
and wields legal powers and 2) 
measures to identify and accelerate 
transfers of particularly at-risk 
groups, in collaboration with French 
counterparts, without compromising 
access to rights and justice. 
 
This is a chance for the UK to start 
reversing the harmful and costly 
hostile environment it has helped to 
create in northern France, which has 
put people's lives at risk for many 
years and requires an urgent 
response in the current health 
emergency.  
Source: Refugee Rights Europe 
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Zimbabwe: 
‘suicidal’ to end 

lockdown 
By Cathy Buckle 
 
I am writing this letter on the 
18th April 2020, Zimbabwe’s 
40th   anniversary of Independence. At 
the time of writing, the official Covid 
19 figures in Zimbabwe are: 24 
positive/active cases and 3 fatalities. 
We are in day 20 of a 21 day 
lockdown. 
 
Our only TV broadcaster in the 
country, ZBC TV, announced at 8am 
today that they would broadcast live 
the President’s address to the nation 
on the occasion of our 
40th Independence. At 9am I tuned in 
to ZBC to see President Mnangagwa 
walking down a red carpet at State 
House to a podium. About a dozen 
people, all wearing masks, were 
seated at a suitable social distance 
apart and the President began 
speaking. At 09.25 the screen 
suddenly froze with President 
Mnangagwa silenced in mid 
sentence; a Covid 19 advert 
sponsored by Coca Cola followed and 
then a portion of a film about the 
design of the Zimbabwean flag. No 
notice or apology for the loss of the 
live video was made by ZBCTV and at 
09.31 the President’s speech 
reappeared on screen, again in mid 
sentence. It lasted one minute 
before freezing again in mid 
sentence and did not come back and 
so we were left hanging, searching 
internet sites for the remaining nine 
minutes of the speech (because you 
can say an awful lot of things in nine 
minutes). 
 
We were sure that the President 
would have said something in his 
speech about the extension or not of 

the Coronavirus lockdown, now just 
one day from ending but he did not, 
and again we are left hanging. Do 
businesses, banks, shops and 
factories re-open on Monday? Do 
people go back to work? Have we 
wasted the gains we may have made 
during the last three weeks and, 
most importantly, what’s the plan 
going forward for getting food 
urgently to the 7.7 million people 
who the WFP say are ‘food insecure.’ 
Two food insecure households that I 
contacted in the last few days both 
replied to my question about food 
aid saying they’d received absolutely 
nothing from anybody. 
 
In the last few days the warnings 
from medical professions have been 
frightening. The Secretary General of 
the Zimbabwe Professional Nurses 
Union said it would be “suicidal” to 
end the lockdown as the country was 
still “miles away from being in a solid 
position.” Health experts say that 
Zimbabwe has not met any of the 
World Health Organizations six 
general conditions that need to be 
met before a lockdown is lifted. 
 
Day after day in the past twenty days 
we have seen crowds of desperate 
people clamouring for food, clearly 
unable to stay at home because their 
families are hungry. We’ve read 
numerous reports of people being 
beaten by soldiers and police for 
violating lockdown which culminated 
in Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human 
Rights making an urgent application 
to the High Court to get the beatings 
stopped. The High Court ruled that: 
”soldiers, police and other state 
security agents should respect 
human rights, the dignity of people 
and their fundamental freedoms and 
rights while enforcing the country’s 
national coronavirus lockdown 
regulations.” NewsDay reported one 
incident in their paper to highlight 

exactly what was going on while we 
were all blindfolded because we 
were staying at home: “In one case, a 
young man who had forgotten his 
official letter was asked to lie on the 
tarmac and was assaulted on his back 
with a sjambok,[whip] and given five 
strokes which the soldier in point 
said was equivalent to the  number 
of days left before the 21-day mark 
of the lockdown.” 
 
In common with so many other 
horrific times in our country 
however, the worst has exposed the 
best: private companies and 
individuals in Zimbabwe have 
stepped forward to help get us ready 
to face Covid 19: refurbishing 
dilapidated hospital facilities, drilling 
boreholes, providing water pumps, 
solar systems, ventilators and so 
much more. We thank them all and 
we thank all our health professionals 
at the frontline. I end with a message 
of condolence to the families and 
friends of all our Zimbabwean health 
workers in the Diaspora who have 
died from Covid 19, far from home 
but in our hearts, may you go gently 
into the sunset. 
 
Until next time, thanks for reading 
this Letter From Zimbabwe, now in 
its 20th year, and my books about life 
in Zimbabwe, love cathy. 18th April 
2020. Copyright © Cathy 
Buckle.  http://cathybuckle.co.zw/  F
or information on my books 
about  Zimbabwe go 
to www.lulu.com/spotlight/CathyBuc
kle2018  For archives of Letters From 
Zimbabwe, to see pictures that 
accompany these articles and to 
subscribe/unsubscribe or to contact 
me please visit my 
website http://cathybuckle.co.zw/  

Reproduced with permission 
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Club 

Newsletter 

Based at the 

 
Quaker Meeting House 

Off St James St 

 Doncaster DN1 3RH 

 To receive a copy of this newsletter by email, send a message to 
Paulfitzp@aol.com 

Please send your contributions and suggestions to the same address. 

Doncaster Conversation Club offers opportunities for local people 
and people who have sought asylum in the UK to join together to 
share friendship, while offering support and practical help.  

  

The Club seeks to create a relaxed, friendly and supportive environment,  
and works on the principles  of  

Ownership – everyone can get involved  

Impartiality – it is not affiliated to any political or religious body 
Confidentiality – what you say is private  

Respect – for each other’s differences and individuality.  

  

DCC is pleased to acknowledge the support of Doncaster Society of 
Friends (Quakers), The Red Cross, The Refugee Council, Migrant 
Help, DIAL Doncaster, The Doncaster Clinical Commissioning 
Group, St Leger Homes, Club Doncaster Foundation, Ongo M25 
Services, YMCA, DARTS, CAST, Fareshare, The Brelms Trust, The 
Ruth Hayman Trust and Doncaster Minster.  

 

The Doncaster Conversation Club is run entirely by volunteers with the 
support of occasional grants for specific activities, currently from the Allen 
Lane Foundation, and the Wharfedale Trust  

  

Picture credits: Thea Fitzpatrick-Butler for the rainbow 
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