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As you probably already know, we 
have found it necessary to close the 
Thursday afternoon session at the 
Quaker Meeting House because of 
the present government–imposed 
restrictions, but also with an eye to 
the safety both of our volunteers and 
of those who use us. 

As things stand at the moment, we 
will be reviewing this position on 23rd 
April. We have to be realistic and say 
that we (well, I, at any rate) can’t see 
any possibility of our just reopening 
then. We have to await 
developments and try to respond as 
soon as we can.  

In the meantime we are trying to 
ensure that those people in the most 
difficulty have access to some kind of 
service. There is a concerted effort 
across Doncaster, of which we are a 
part, to ensure that those who need 
food are not left without. As a 
general rule, we will not be providing 
food ourselves, but putting those in 

need in touch with the food 
providers if necessary.  Because the 
Meeting House is closed, we are not 
able to store food, and it would be 
impossible to store it at someone’s 
house in case they become self-
isolating. All food shortages should 
be reported to Migrant Help (0808 
8010 503). 

Those with other problems, including 
self-isolation, are advised to ring 
Migrant Help. Those with more 
general health problems should ring 
111. This isn’t a perfect solution, but 
it is better than nothing at all. Mears 
are putting plans in place but at the 
time of writing we don’t know what 
they are.  

We as trustees had a telephone 
meeting on Thursday, and are 
continuing to meet weekly by 
telephone as far as we can. We will 
try to keep everyone posted. 
Meanwhile, stay at home as far as 
possible, and stay safe!  

 

DCC and coronavirus    

                                         Pages 1- 3 
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DCC and coronavirus 

- 2 

By Julia Burne 
 
Suddenly we all seem to be in a 

different world. Many of our 

previous ways of getting through 

the day have changed. This is 

true for everyone – and this 

includes asylum seekers and 

refugees. 

 

Two weeks ago there seem to be 

so many unanswered questions 

about how asylum seekers and 

refugees will manage from day to 

day during this health crisis: 

Asylum seekers are given £35-37 

every Monday – this does not 

allow for food to be put aside for 

future contingencies. 

 

How can we help to spread 

reliable information to everyone – 

overcoming barriers of language 

and literacy? 

 

How does a family of asylum 

seekers self-isolate but still get 

supplies? They are often not well 

known in their localities and 

sometimes not accepted by 

neighbours? 

 

If someone in a House of Multiple 

Occupancy (HMO) actually gets 

symptoms of coronavirus, how do 

they convey this to others in the 

house and how can others be 

protected from them? 

 

Will the person with coronavirus in 

a house be supported by others – 

or will the others scapegoat this 

one person? 

What about those who are Appeal 

Rights Exhausted and with no 

support other than that from 

others in the same position as 

themselves? 

 

How can we as DCC volunteers 

(some of us near or over the three 

score and ten mark) protect both 

ourselves and others? In ‘helping’ 

are we spreading the virus? 

 

How to protect mental health of 

those already stressed by the 

asylum process? 

 

Hopefully, Asylum seekers will 

come through OK even if they 

catch Coronavirus (young people 

generally fight the infection better 

than those of us who are older). 

But what do we do if someone 

dies? 

 

Some answers are becoming 

clearer. This is in large part 

helped by the local networking to 

which DCC has contributed – and 

helped to promote - over the last 

few years. Our links with the 

Council, Migrant Help and the 

Housing Providers are now 

showing their worth.  It is good to 

know that these official bodies are 

organising to assess asylum 

seekers who are self-isolating – 

and to control the situation. Our 

role at DCC will be to make sure 

that asylum seekers in difficulty 

are linked to these organisations. 

We do not have to provide 

everything ourselves – the 

problem is far too big.  

 

Also, the links which our ‘office’ 

has to other charities through 

ASAN (Asylum Support Advice 

Network) emails means that we 

have up to date advice on what 

the Home Office is doing eg 

stopping all asylum interviews for 

the time being.  We have also set 

up an email group for all DCC 

volunteers – to encourage 

everyone to remain part of the 

DCC community, to answer 

questions and yes, to share 

humorous snippets.  

 

Our Health Volunteers are part of 

the Asylum seeking / Refugee 

community – and able to direct 

fellow asylum seekers to advice 

from DCC and other 

organisations. The Health 

Volunteers will probably be the 

first to know of difficulties which 

others are experiencing – and can 

also communicate to those with 

limited English effectively (Google 

translate has a lot of limitations!). I 

have also been heartened by the 

offers of help from asylum 

seekers and refugees as a whole 

– not just Health Volunteers. 

People want to be involved - they 

want to help others. I just wish I 

could tell the Home Office that 

these are people who should be 

granted Leave to Remain for 

showing this altruism. The UK 

needs such people!  

 

 

 

 



A VIEW FROM THE EDGE DONCASTER CONVERSATION CLUB 
NEWSLETTER | Issue 64 

3 

 

 

stss 

DCC and coronavirus 

- 3 

By Jan Foster 
 

As I write this, it is a 
Thursday, and I am at home! 
For the first time in several 
years I am not at DCC. I was 
not at the Meeting House 
yesterday setting up for our 
session and packing food 
parcels. It is such a strange 
feeling.  

However, just because we 
are not physically in the 
building doesn’t mean that 
we are closed. Our original 
hope to reopen on 23rd April 
was very optimistic and will 
not happen.  

We are all still extremely 
busy working from home. E-
mails are coming in at an 
alarming rate, it feels like the 
Home Office are updating by 
the hour. A lot of pressure is 
being put on the Home 
Office (and others) by 
various voluntary sector 
groups throughout the 
country. It is working, we are 
seeing changes. 

Due to the social distancing 
measures, all movement 
within the asylum estate has 
ceased, and as we 
understand, any 

discontinuation of support 
letters (either positive or 
negative) are currently 
suspended. Also, all Local 
Authorities have been 
ordered to provide 
accommodation for all the 
homeless during this crisis. 
This includes the many 
homeless failed asylum 
seekers out there. 

Many believe that when this 
crisis is over, there will be a 
huge shake-up in the asylum 
system. Maybe this is the 
light at the end of the 
tunnel? 

We are working closely with 
DMBC in maintaining 
distribution of food parcels 
to our most needy, and with 
the Mears housing team. 

We continue to receive calls 
from our asylum seekers and 
provide help or signposting 
wherever possible. 

Please all keep safe, feel free 
to contact with any queries, 

and WE WILL BE BACK 😊 

 

 

 

 

 

Conversations from 

Calais 

Conversations From Calais aims to re-

humanise those affected by the 

refugee crisis by using public space to 

share conversations volunteers have 

had with migrants met in Calais. It is 

a way of bearing witness for the 

thousands of displaced people stuck 

in Calais and trying to reach the UK, 

whose voices are so often silenced or 

ignored. This ever-growing collection 

of conversations focuses on capturing 

the diversity of experiences and 

avoids creating new stereotypes of 

refugees as villains, heroic figures or 

hopeless victims. By pasting these 

posters on walls all around the world, 

we are taking over public space, 

commemorating these voices and 

inspiring social change. 

You were sitting with a friend 
and I asked you how you were 
doing.  You stared at me.  Your 
friend translated my question 
and you just kept staring at me in 
silent.  I said that I knew and that 
I was sorry.  I had never realised 
what an ignorant question how 
are you could be. 
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Asylum in a sentence 
 

Summarised by Nic Burne 

 
Warning – Things change daily. 

Check current situations before 

offering guidance to service users. 

Mostly from   

https://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/lat

est/news/changes-to-home-office-

asylum-resettlement-policy-and-

practice-in-response-to-covid-19/ 

 

 Asylum Screening Unit (ASU) 

is closed for interviews for new 

arrivals until a remote interview 

system can be developed. 

 

 Reporting to Sheffield has been 

temporarily suspended for those 

asylum seekers that are required to 

do so.  

 

 Substantive asylum interviews 

are on hold until a new system can be 

developed. 

 

 Asylum support – 

accommodation– will continue till at 

least the end of June, ie no one will 

be asked to move on. 

 

 Anyone receiving or with a 

discontinuation of support letter 

should ring Migrant Help. 

 

 Asylum support – financial – 

will continue till at least the end of 

June but there has been no indication 

yet that the no cash restriction has 

been removed from Section 4 ASPEN 

cards. 

 

 In court Asylum Appeals and 

Judicial Reviews will cease until at 

least the end of April. Decisions made 

“on the papers” will proceed and 

eventually video hearings. 

 

 Further Submissions Unit in 

Liverpool is closed and the need to 

attend in person is cancelled but 

submissions can be sent by post or 

email. 

 

 Assisted Voluntary Returns 

(AVR) are paused but requests can 

be registered and interim support 

offered. 

 

 Many in detention are being 

released as detention is for 

administrative convenience before 

deportation and there can be no 

deportations at the moment. 

 

 Stateless Applications are on 

hold. 

 

 Resettlement is on hold as 

there is little international travel. 

 

 Welfare benefits and claim 

procedures have been temporarily 

changed. 

 

 Tenancy regulations have 

been changed to defer evictions. 

 

 NHS.  People with illnesses 

which make them particularly 

vulnerable can register ( 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus-

extremely-vulnerable) and receive 

extra help. 

 

 Local Authorities are asked to 

house and feed all rough sleepers, 

even if they have no recourse to 

public funds. 

 

 Solicitors, if they are working, 

are doing so remotely and most can 

still be contacted by phone or email. 

 

 A very limited number of 

emergency food parcels may be 

available on a Thursday but these are 

only issued by referral each week to 

DCC or the Doncaster Safer 

Communities team. 

 

 All issues of hardship due to the 

virus (self-isolating, etc) should be 

reported to Migrant Help 0808 801 

0503. 

 

 Health problems ring 111. Do 

not visit your surgery. 

 

 Health costs. As yet here has 

been no withdrawal of the 

requirement for the NHS to charge 

NRPF people for secondary medical 

care. 

 

 Term time free school 

meals for qualifying children are in 

the process of being arranged either 

by a voucher or by collection/delivery 

from the school. 

Schools can now provide every 

eligible child with a weekly shopping 

voucher worth £15 to spend at 

supermarkets including 

Sainsbury’s, Tesco, Asda, Morrisons, 

Waitrose and M&S, with the 

Department working to get more 

shops to join the scheme as soon as 

possible. 

 

 Information in different 

languages  

https://www.doctorsoftheworld.org.uk/

coronavirus-information/# 

 

Be careful. I have yet to see 

confirmation that information 

collected by the NHS and Local 

Authorities will not be used later to 

trace people who have no recourse to 

public funds (NRPF).  

 

The HOSTILE ENVIRONMENT is 

thawing. Let us hope and pray it is 

the start global migrant warming! 

 

 

On a lighter note… 

 

https://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/latest/news/changes-to-home-office-asylum-resettlement-policy-and-practice-in-response-to-covid-19/
https://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/latest/news/changes-to-home-office-asylum-resettlement-policy-and-practice-in-response-to-covid-19/
https://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/latest/news/changes-to-home-office-asylum-resettlement-policy-and-practice-in-response-to-covid-19/
https://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/latest/news/changes-to-home-office-asylum-resettlement-policy-and-practice-in-response-to-covid-19/
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus-extremely-vulnerable
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus-extremely-vulnerable
https://www.doctorsoftheworld.org.uk/coronavirus-information/
https://www.doctorsoftheworld.org.uk/coronavirus-information/
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Migrant Information Hub 

 

The Migrant Information Hub 

aims to offer useful information 

and resources to help migrants, 

and those supporting them, to stay 

safe, connected and informed, and 

to reduce the harmful impacts of 

coronavirus on our region and on 

people’s lives.  

The Hub is made and managed by 

Migration Yorkshire. We work 

with national government, local 

government, and others to ensure 

that Yorkshire and Humber can 

deal with, and benefit from, 

migration.  

The hub is organised into these 

main sections; 

 National Guidance: information 

on current guidance from all 

government departments, and the 

World Health Organisation. 

Health information about 

coronavirus and staying safe in 

different languages. 

 News and updates: news about 

coronavirus specifically relevant 

to migrants and about new tools 

and resources available. 

 Local services and support  

 Specific migrant issues: 

Information and tools for people 

with different experiences of 

migration, such as asylum 

seekers, refugees, EU migrants … 

 Multilingual resources: 

resources on various topics in 

community languages. 

 How to help migrants (coming 

soon) information and tools to 

help organisations, professionals, 

and neighbours supporting 

migrants through the disruption, 

impact and challenges of 

coronavirus. 

 Migrant sector support (coming 

soon) tools to help professionals 

and organisations across the 

sector to adapt, and stay resilient, 

and understand and respond to 

emerging needs. 

We will expand the hub to ensure 

people with different needs, and 

people in different roles, can 

access the national, regional and 

local information they need as 

easily as possible. This will 

include adding resources in 

different languages and 

addressing issues that different 

migrants and migrant supporting 

groups and organisations are 

facing as a result of coronavirus. 

 
 

Translations available 
Key Covid 19 messages 

translated: English, አማርኛ / 

Amharic, Arabic – اللغة العربية, 

Bosnian Bosanski, Français/ 

french,  ( ١٩ڤایرۆسی کرۆنا)کۆڤيد

 kurdish / ڕێنمایی کوردی سۆرانی

soraniI, LIETUVIŲ kalba/ 

Lithuanian, Jezyk Polski / 

Polish, Español/ Spanish, 

Tigrinya, Italiano Italian , Farsi 

Urdu 简体/اردو ,Tigrinya ,فارسی

中文/Mandarin 

 
Roses and Noses 

When they gave out brains, 
I thought they said trains. 
I missed mine. 
 
When they gave out looks, 
I thought they said books. 
I didn’t want one. 
 
When they gave out chins, 
I thought they said bins. 
I asked for a big one. 
 
When they gave out heads,  
I thought they said beds. 
I asked for a soft one. 
 
When they gave out noses, 
I thought they said roses, 
I asked for a red one, 
 
IT PAYS TO LISTEN! 

 

https://www.migrationyorkshire.org.uk/
https://www.migrantinfohub.co.uk/multilingual-resources
https://www.migrantinfohub.co.uk/multilingual-resources
https://www.migrantinfohub.co.uk/multilingual-resources
https://www.migrantinfohub.co.uk/multilingual-resources
https://www.migrantinfohub.co.uk/multilingual-resources
https://www.migrantinfohub.co.uk/multilingual-resources
https://www.migrantinfohub.co.uk/multilingual-resources
https://www.migrantinfohub.co.uk/multilingual-resources
https://www.migrantinfohub.co.uk/multilingual-resources
https://www.migrantinfohub.co.uk/multilingual-resources
https://www.migrantinfohub.co.uk/multilingual-resources
https://www.migrantinfohub.co.uk/multilingual-resources
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Book reviews 
 

Trafficked  by Sophie Hayes 
 
Reviewed by Jan Foster 
 
This is a true story of trafficking. 
Through my voluntary work, I have 
come across many cases of 
trafficking over the years. I’ve heard 
it all before, poor girl (or even boy) is 
lured away from home, with the 
prospect of riches/a good life/ good 
job, frequently by a family member 
or boyfriend. Instead of an 
improvement in their lives they are 
thrown into the  dirty underworld. 
This book is a real eye-opener. The 
author is not from the depth of a 
third world country. She is a white 
middle class 24 year old from Leeds! 
She went to Italy for a weekend to 
catch up with her best friend, an 
Albanian, who she had met in Leeds 
and had become her confidante. 
They spoke regularly on the phone 
each week. After an idyllic weekend 
together, she prepared for her flight 
back to the UK. That is when her 
world turned upside-down.  
This is not an easy read. It is 
disturbing. But it is one of those 
books that grips you. You don’t want 
to turn the page, but you just have to 
know………… 
 
 

Gabriela, Clove and 
Cinnamon  by Jorge Amado. 
 
Reviewed by John Rouse 
 
Gabriela is a migrant who travels 
from the drought-stricken backlands 
to Ilhéus, in the cacao region of 
Bahia, Brazil. The colonels rule the 
roost, but change is coming and the 
incomers are bringing new ideas, and 
crop production and the economy 
are booming. The story is about the 

conflict between outmoded customs 
and the need for progress. Told with 
humour and wry observation of the 
many characters, it is as relevant 
now as it was when it was written 
nearly a century ago. 
 

Conversations from 

Calais 

You were helping me pick 
up litter and asked what 
I was going to do this 
weekend. I said I would be 
working in the warehouse, 
sorting out donations. You 
looked worried and said I 
must be tired from all this 
work. I smiled because 
you were worried about 
me, when you were the 
one living in a tent under 
the rain for months. 

 
 

Some positive 

developments 

1.  Local Authorities have been 
authorised to provide 
accommodation for all homeless 
people during the pandemic. No 
questions asked about status - 
everyone should have a room in 
which to stay to keep themselves 
and others safe. Just hope this bit of 
legislation will continue after the 
pandemic! One DCC member who 
was on the street has been housed in 
a (basic) hotel from last Friday. 
 

2.  All 'discontinuations' are on hold 
for 3 months. This means that even if 
someone has reached the end of 
their asylum process and been 
refused at each turn, they cannot be 

asked to leave the property. 
Otherwise they too could be street 
homeless. Again, this will affect 
some DCC members and perhaps 
give a little bit of respite. 
 
3. António Guterres, Secretary-
General of the UN, called for a global 
ceasefire in light of the coronavirus, 
saying: The fury of the virus 
illustrates the folly of war. The 
threats we face as a planet, health 
pandemics and climate change 
among them, demand a coordinated 
international response with no room 
for continuing to waste resources on 
armed conflict. 
 

Morton Hall 
 

 
 
This was the view outside Morton 
Hall Immigration Detention 
Centre on Saturday 14th March, 
the date of a scheduled 
demonstration against 
Government policy on asylum 
detention. 
 
Because of the Covid-19 
outbreak, the demonstration was 
cancelled.  It is since reported, 
after legal action by Detention 
Action and demands from people 
detained in detention centres, 
350 people were released last 
week, including "a large number" 
from Morton Hall. 
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Doncaster Council 
Launches Doncaster 
Community Hub 
Doncaster Council has launched a 
Community Hub in response to 
the COVID-19 crisis, to ensure 
the most vulnerable people 
across the borough will be 
supported during the coming 
weeks. 

 

Doncaster Community Hub, is a 
partnership between 
Doncaster Council, Doncaster 
Culture and Leisure Trust (DCLT), 
Age UK and other voluntary, 
community and faith organisations 
across the Borough. 

Mayor Ros Jones said: “We have 
been planning for Coronavirus over 
the past month, In the last week 
we’ve been working closely with 
partners to pull together this 
Community Hub resource to help 
people in our communities. 

“The Coronavirus ( COVID-19) 
pandemic has changed the way we 
go about our day to day lives and 
while we are all learning to adjust to 
these changes, for many people it 
will bring a great deal of uncertainty. 

“Doncaster Community Hub will 
provide various levels of help and 
support for people who might not 
have access to support from other 
avenues. Phone, email and online 
support will be provided as well as on 

the ground teams who will be able to 
deliver food, pick up prescriptions 
and help with a variety of other 
tasks. 

“I am extremely grateful and moved, 
but not surprised that partners and 
volunteers are seeking to help our 
most vulnerable families and 
residents at what are unprecedented 
times.” 

Doncaster Community Hub will 
provide: 

 A Helpline available 7 days a week 
from 8.00am to 8.00pm – anyone 
can ring this if they are vulnerable 
and have no other support or if they 
know of someone who needs help 

 An email service to access and 
request support offering online 
signposting for people 

 An online chat service that will be 
operational daily from 8.00am to 
8.00pm and will be able to signpost 
people to the support  they need 

 Practical support such as urgent food 
supplies, shopping, collection of 
medication and checking up on 
vulnerable people  

 Signposting and connecting people 
to others in their local community 
and ideas for ways to keep well 
during this difficult time such as 
exercising at home, keeping 
connected; to friends and family or 
just finding someone to talk to    

 A place for those who want to 
volunteer and help to co-ordinate 
this with existing voluntary and 
community organisations 

This service will prioritise those 
people who have no one else to help 
and who are the most vulnerable, for 
example over age 70, have an 
underlying health condition, families 
struggling to cope and those people 

who have received a letter from NHS 
England stating they are in a priority 
group. 

The Mayor added: “We know that 
the next few weeks will be difficult 
for everyone and we will be working 
hard to make sure that we can help 
to ensure that everyone knows 
where to access the support 
available to them, we are all in this 
together, I ask for people to be kind 
and be patient through this difficult 
time.” 

To access help and support from 
Doncaster Community Hub call 
01302 430300, 
email enquiries@dncommunityhub.
org.uk online chat 

www.dncommunityhub.org.uk 

 

 
Conversations from 

Calais 

You asked me where I was 
from and if my parents 
were there. I answered 
yes. You asked me why 
white people always 
wanted to move away from 
their parents, when all you 
wanted, was to be near 
yours. I didn’t know what 
to say. 
 
 

mailto:enquiries@dncommunityhub.org.uk
mailto:enquiries@dncommunityhub.org.uk
http://www.dncommunityhub.org.uk/
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A blessed generation 
 
By Nic Burne 
 

I am a 49er. Not a 1849er 

American gold rush 49er 

though my kids say I behave 

that old when they want to be 

rude to me! I am a 1949er – 

post war baby boomer. 

And how lucky I am! 

 

My parents were both in the 

forces during the war, my 

father surviving years in the 

Burmese jungle fighting the 

Japanese. Both had barely 

believable stories to tell of 

great bravery, crass stupidity, 

gross incompetence, heroism 

and suffering, long periods of 

boredom and short periods of 

sheer terror and many amusing 

incidents in between. 

 

My father gave up the best part 

of his young adulthood fighting 

for my freedom. To get my 

excitement in life I climb 

mountains or take on the 

challenge of harder rivers in my 

kayak. He did not need such 

diversions; his action was life 

or death, kill or be killed. I am 

indeed grateful that I have 

control over my destiny. 

 

I am part of a blessed 

generation. We have enjoyed 

growth and prosperity. We 

have benefited from free 

education including grants for 

university. We have been 

looked after by a free health 

service. We have had our 

backs covered by a universal 

benefits scheme. We have 

pensions the like of which the 

next generation will never see. 

 

We have benefited from the 

advance in technology, better 

transport links, wider horizons, 

personal transport for many, 

international food stuffs and 

advances in IT unimaginable 

fifty years ago.  

 

All the gain with no pain – we 

leave that for generations to 

come. Clearing up the plastic 

mess, decarbonising transport, 

trying to improve the air we 

breathe, sorting out the toxic 

waste and hoping to reduce the 

human impact on the climate. 

Trying to rein back the less 

attractive parts of the internet 

and trying to come terms with 

the consequences of being a 

global society. 

 

And most of all we have 

enjoyed peace – or have we? I 

Goggled UK conflict zones 

since 1950 and was alarmed to 

see number of the campaigns 

we have been mixed up in. 

Some I did not even know 

about. Then it dawned on me 

how many of these conflict 

zones are represented at the 

DCC. For better or for worse 

we have been involved in a 

struggle that has caused these 

people to lose faith in the 

security of their own country 

and flee from their homeland. 

Where do they flee to? Many 

have little idea of world 

geography and so their 

destination is the place that 

they know most about – the 

UK. Sometimes to me it feels 

like payback time. We have 

taken so much from the world 

to make Britain Great. I think 

the least we can do is to 

welcome the few dispossessed 

from countries we looted. 

 

This beastly virus is the biggest 

challenge my generation has 

had to deal with. I am sure 

most of us are finding these 

current times difficult being for 

the most part confined to 

barracks. Yet we have a roof 

over our heads, glass in the 

windows, water in the pipes, 

gas, electricity and heating. 

Many who we host at the DCC 

have lived through several 

winters in bombed out homes 

with no services, have huddled 

in overcrowded cellars to avoid 

bombing, have existed in tent 

cities of the refugee camps, 

have survived with scant food, 

health care and education. One 

week of lock down and I am 

fed up; many have endured a 

lifetime. Our inconvenience is 

nothing to what they have 

suffered. 

 

When you are feeling low and 

the isolation and lack of activity 

is getting you down take a 

moment to reflect on what we 

have and how lucky we are 

that we do not have to face the 

traumas of many in this 

troubled world. My generation 

is indeed very blessed but the 

next one is not far behind. 
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Living in lockdown 
 
By Catherine Hollinghurst [DCC’s 
youngest volunteer, aged 19] 
 

Mother Nature is resetting, and 

she has given us time as 

compensation, however it is 

extremely challenging (impossible 

perhaps) to fully appreciate the 

gift of time. Especially when it is 

forced upon us against our will 

and in such extreme 

circumstances. It is our duty to 

draw conclusions on how best to 

spend our time. If that means 

taking a full day to get dressed, 

then so be it. If that means 

getting up early, doing a workout, 

studying, cooking, then so be it. If 

that means spending the day 

watching TV and then going to 

watch the sunset with your one 

permitted exercise, then so be it. 

Admittedly, I have had days that 

mirror each of these. I don’t 

regret any of them, because on 

those days I was following what 

my body and mind were telling 

me I was capable of in that 

moment. 

 

I have decided to use my time on 

this day to find out how other 

people are feeling about their 

newfound normality. The people I 

chose to ask all live in the UK, 

none of them are considered ‘key 

workers’, and are being asked to 

remain in self-isolation. I 

understand that this piece does 

not apply to everyone, and that 

there will be differences in 

opinion.  

The first question I asked was 

‘what scares you most about 

coronavirus?’  The response to 

this was more varied than I 

initially expected. In fact, all 

responses differed with the 

exception of one word that 

cropped up twice – ‘invisibility’. 

Perhaps it is the unknown aspect 

which brings on anxiety the most. 

This could be shown from a 

response that said that they were 

concerned about ‘being on 

lockdown for ages’. The truth is 

that people do not know what to 

expect. Lives have been 

completely changed and there 

appears to be no definite time 

limit to when things will return to 

normal.  Other responses 

included people being concerned 

about how deadly the virus is, and 

the fact there is ‘no cure’. Again, 

perhaps this could show that it is 

uncertainty and unknown that so 

many fear.  

My own response to the question 

would be similar to another I 

received, which is that the virus is 

‘bringing out the worst in people’. 

Having worked in retail during 

part of the lockdown, I have seen 

how people lash out through fear, 

misunderstanding, or maybe 

badly processed emotional 

response to the change, and how 

they demonstrate such as anger.  

It is my observation that the thing 

that scares people most about the 

virus is its unprecedented nature. 

People have no previous 

experience of it and things they 

considered to be certainties have 

been taken from them. 

Unfamiliarity scares a lot of 

people, and rightly so. The most 

important thing to remember is 

that most people feel the same 

way, and on a planet of 7.5 billion 

people, there will always be 

someone who can understand 

how you’re feeling and will be 

willing to listen to you. No fear 

during this time is invalid.  

Secondly, I asked ‘what’s your 

favourite thing about lockdown?’  

My aim in asking this was to make 

people think about any positives 

they feel have come out of the 

situation. One response was 

amusing, ‘it’s a good excuse to 

stay inside’. I am sure we have all 

thought that at least once. The 

other responses can be divided 

into two categories: those who 

value most their friends and 

family staying in touch with them 

and offering ‘togetherness’, and 

those who are grateful for the 

extra time they have to ‘clear the 

mind’, or ‘do things that can’t 

normally be done’. This brings me 
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to my response. My favourite 

thing about being in lockdown is 

being able to witness people who 

have had so much stress, and so 

many responsibilities for such a 

long time finally have the chance 

to slow down, and have time to 

think about what is important to 

them. I have seen so much 

community spirit in the past 

week, from the NHS 

#clapforcarers, to the fact that 

405,724 people signed up to 

volunteer for the NHS within the 

first day of the plea for help, to 

the 80,000 people who got 

involved in the virtual pub quiz on 

Thursday.  

Finally, I asked people ‘what’s the 

first thing you’ll do when things 

return to normality?’  Almost 

unanimously, people responded 

with the fact that they will be 

going to see their friends/family. I 

think this is a beautiful example of 

the human spirit, and the 

connection that we have with 

each other. It shows me that 

people are designed to be 

together, and thrive in company. 

The one exception I received to 

the question was that the person 

will ‘try to benefit from every 

single day’. The fact that this 

person has learnt so much from 

being in isolation is wonderful. It 

makes me so happy that someone 

could experience such a great 

self-reflection; it shows a great 

strength of character. I think we 

could all learn from this 

individual’s response.  

I consider my third question to be 

invalid. I don’t believe that things 

will return to how they were 

before. I think that people will 

always have the memory of this 

time, and will use it to have a 

greater understanding of what it 

means to be grateful. Having said 

that, I am excited about being 

able to go for a drive, or a walk, 

do anything, with my best friend. I 

can honestly say that the hardest 

part of being in isolation is not 

being able to see him; the phrase 

‘absence makes the heart grow 

fonder’ springs to mind.   

In a time where people are having 

to change, take the opportunity 

to think about which parts of the 

change are positive. Remember 

every day that we are one day 

closer to being able to do the 

things that we had taken for 

granted and think about how 

much more enjoyable they will 

seem. There will be hardship and 

pain, but through it all I think it 

important to remember that we 

can never truly appreciate 

something until it has gone, and 

then when we get it back, even 

the tiny details will bring great 

joy.   

 

116 123 – Samaritans (free call) 

https://www.mind.org.uk/informatio

n-support/  

 

 

 

Say their names 
Waging Peace is a charity which 

focuses on a single country, 

namely Sudan, and on the 

Sudanese diaspora within the UK. 

 

As also reported in the national 

news, two of the first three 

doctors in the UK to die of 

Covid19 were Sudanese British. 

 

Dr Adil El Tayar died in London. 

He was an organ transplant 

surgeon who graduated from the 

University of Khartoum in 1982.  

He moved to the UK in 1996 and 

studied at the University of West 

London and worked at St 

George’s Hospital, Tooting.  

 

Dr Amjed Salah el Hourani was 

the second Sudanese consultant 

to die in Britain from COVID-19. 

He worked as an ENT doctor in 

Leicester.  

 

Waging Peace point out that their 

service also speaks to the selfless 

contributions of the Sudanese 

community in the UK, so it’s 

important we SAY THEIR NAMES 

to acknowledge that migrants to 

Britain impact our lives in brilliant 

and meaningful ways.  Amongst 

these are the 1000s of Sudanese-

British medical professionals who 

are part of the Sudanese 

Doctors’ Union in the UK. 

 

 

https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/
https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/
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On naming new 

diseases 

In 2015, the World Health 

Organisation published guidelines 

for the best practice in naming 

new human infectious diseases. 

Names could include generic 

descriptive terms (clinical 

symptoms, physiological 

processes, and anatomical or 

pathological references/systems 

affected) and causal pathogen 

and associated descriptors (such 

as ‘coronavirus’). 

They were very clear about terms 

to be avoided.  These included: 

Geographic locations eg cities, 

countries, regions or continents 

(such as Middle East Respiratory 

Syndrome, Spanish Flu, Rift Valley 

fever, Lyme disease, Crimean 

Congo hemorrhagic fever or 

Japanese encephalitis); 

People’s names (for example 

Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease, Chagas 

disease); 

Species/class of animal or food 

(for example swine flu, bird flu, 

monkey pox, equine encephalitis, 

paralytic shellfish poisoning); 

Cultural, population, industry or 

occupational references, (for 

example legionnaires, miners, 

butchers, cooks, nurses); or 

Terms that incite undue fear. 

Another reminder, if one were 

needed, of the importance of the 

language we use. 

Brief news headlines 

 

1. Sudan 

The prices of vitamin C-rich fruits and 
face masks in Khartoum have risen 
significantly since the spread of the 
coronavirus (Covid-19) in Sudan.  A 
dozen guavas or oranges were sold 
for SD£ 130-140 instead of SD£ 100 
00 (= £1.40).  The price of a face 
mask jumped from SDG 3 to SDG 
50.  There are insufficient supplies 
of medical disinfectants and 
sterilisation materials available in 
pharmacies.     

 
On Saturday, the Sudanese 
government announced the closure of 
universities, schools, and 
kindergartens for one month. The 
main streets, bus stations, and 
markets of were quite empty on 
Sunday. 

17 March 2020 

2. Eritrea 

Canadian Supreme Court rules that 
Nevsun can be sued in Canada. 

 

Nevsun Resources, the Canadian 
mining giant that stands accused of 
benefiting from forced labour in 
Eritrea, can be sued in Canada for its 
human rights abuses, the country’s 
Supreme Court ruled last week. 

The ruling allows the advancement of 
a lawsuit filed against Nevsun by 
three Eritrean forced labour survivors, 
which the firm had appealed against 
two years ago on the basis that the 
allegations did not fall under local 
jurisdiction. 

The plaintiffs claim that they were 
subjected to violent and inhumane 

treatment while forced to construct 
the Bisha mine, which Nevsun 
operates in western Eritrea to source 
gold, copper, and zinc. 

Source: The Guardian 4 March 2020 
and Freedom United 

 

3. UK 

Record number of UK asylum 
seekers waiting over six months for 
decision 

The number of asylum seekers in the 
UK waiting over six months for their 
claim to be processed soared by 76 
percent last year, new figures have 
revealed. 

A record 29,918 waited more than 
half a year for a decision on their 
claim in 2019, compared to 16,555 in 
2018. 

Long waiting times are now the norm 
in the UK, with over half of claimants 
now waiting longer than six months. 

Source: The Independent 4 March 
2020 

Conversations from 

Calais 

You had taught yourself how to 
speak nine new languages from 
the day you left your home, so 
you could speak with the people 
of every country you crossed. I 
said I didn’t know anyone who 
could speak this many languages. 
You replied that it was useless 
anyway, because no one ever 
wanted to speak to you, let alone 
look at you. 

The posters have been pasted up all 

around the world, in more than 60 

cities in 5 continents – see map p1. 
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A view from 
the edge 
Doncaster 

Conversation 
Club 

Newsletter 

Based at the 

 
Quaker Meeting House 

Off St James St 

 Doncaster DN1 3RH 

 To receive a copy of this newsletter by email, send a message to 
Paulfitzp@aol.com 

Please send your contributions and suggestions to the same address. 

Doncaster Conversation Club offers opportunities for local people 
and people who have sought asylum in the UK to join together to 
share friendship, while offering support and practical help.  

  

The Club seeks to create a relaxed, friendly and supportive environment,  
and works on the principles  of  

Ownership – everyone can get involved  

Impartiality – it is not affiliated to any political or religious body 
Confidentiality – what you say is private  

Respect – for each other’s differences and individuality.  

  

DCC is pleased to acknowledge the support of Doncaster Society of 
Friends (Quakers), The Red Cross, The Refugee Council, Migrant 
Help, DIAL Doncaster, The Doncaster Clinical Commissioning 
Group, St Leger Homes, Club Doncaster Foundation, Ongo M25 
Services, YMCA, DARTS, CAST, Fareshare, The Brelms Trust, The 
Ruth Hayman Trust and Doncaster Minster.  

 

The Doncaster Conversation Club is run entirely by volunteers with the 
support of occasional grants for specific activities, currently from the Allen 
Lane Foundation, and the Wharfedale Trust  
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