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STANDING ALONGSIDE REFUGEES AND ASYLUM SEEKERS IN DONCASTER  IN THIS ISSUE 

                 

 

 

Taking part in activities such as the 

ones described in this newsletter – 

going swimming or bowling, or 

playing football or being welcomed 

by different community groups – has 

had the effect of reinforcing for me 

the reality of the pain, suffering and 

stress experienced by people seeking 

international protection as they 

await a decision on their case.  A 

reminder that, beyond the smiles 

and the gratitude for breaking 

routine, and the enjoyment I gain 

from these interactions, there 

remains the impossibility of 

happiness.  And nor do we pretend 

otherwise. 

I’m sorry to start the new year on a 

rather downbeat note, within a 

political context which, not to put 

too fine a point on it, does not 

promise to be a more hospitable 

one.  People continue to die as they 

attempt to cross the Mediterranean, 

semi-permanent camps in Europe are 

described by the Council of Europe’s 

Commissioner for Human Rights as 

unfit for human beings, in the UK 

there appears to be an increasing 

trend both to detain refused asylum 

seekers and undocumented migrants 

and to classify immigration-related 

offences as serious criminal offences.  

I am aware, too, of the complexity of 

political situations in, say, Kurdistan 

or Ethiopia, on the latter of which 

one person offers his perspective in 

this issue.  As we attempt to engage 

with all these situations, there is 

plenty of scope for continued 

reflection on our role at DCC. 
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Tinkering at the edges 
By Paul FitzPatrick 
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A FIRST FOR 
DONCASTER'S 

‘FOOTBALL 
WELCOMES’ 

PROJECT 

Club Doncaster Foundation and 
Leicester City in the Community 
teamed up with Amnesty 
International UK’s Football 
Welcomes community project to 
put on a football match for 
refugees and people seeking 
asylum. 

A total of 25 Football Welcomes 
participants took part, donning the 
shirts of Doncaster Rovers and 
Leicester City, before sitting 
together in the Keepmoat Stadium 
to watch Rovers take on the Foxes’ 
under-21s in the Leasing.com 
trophy. 

The Leicestershire outfit won both 
games, with the refugee team 
triumphing 3-1 against Doncaster’s 
DCC United, whilst Leicester’s 
under-21s grabbed a convincing 3-0 
win over Rovers. 

This was the first time that DCC 
United, Doncaster’s refugee 
football team, had played a 
competitive football match, and 
found themselves level at half  

 

 

 

 

 

 

time. The fairy tale result was not 
to be, as Leicester seized control of 
the game to run out comfortable 
winners. 

Health and wellbeing apprentice, 
Lewis O’Connor, who managed the 
Doncaster team, said: 

"All the players worked 
tremendously hard and proved why 
this project works.  

"We had 25 participants playing a 
game of football, representing 
their clubs and being proud whilst 
doing it. 

"Hopefully Leicester will be up for a 
rematch in the New Year; a lot of 
our participants are looking 
forward to playing again." 

Football Welcomes is a nationwide 
programme, supported by the 
People’s Postcode Lottery, 
designed to work with local 
organisations, including refugee 
groups, local charities, amateur 
football teams, fans’ groups and 
schools to bring people together. 

Alongside a focus on improving 
physical activity in the region, the 
three-year scheme will also include 
the opportunity for participants to 
take English classes, undertake 
referee or coaching training and to 
join local grassroots football clubs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Naomi Westland, Football 
Welcomes manager at Amnesty 
International UK, said: 

“The entire match has been 
brilliant to watch.  

“I was chatting to the players 
before they went on the pitch and 
they were all really excited about 
taking part. Life is pretty stressful 
for them and this opportunity 
allows each player to meet new 
people who are in similar 
situations. 

In April this year, the Foundation 

joined 177 clubs in the third annual 

Football Welcomes weekend, when 

DCC United were invited to take part 

in a football match at the Keepmoat 

Stadium. 

Club Doncaster will continue to 

support DCC United, providing them 

with facilities and training kit as part 

of the ongoing partnership.  For 

more information, contact health 

and wellbeing coordinator Lauren 

Cuttell, on 

lauren.cuttell@clubdoncasterfounda

tion.co.uk 

 

 

https://www.lcfc.com/community
https://www.doncasterroversfc.co.uk/news/2019/december/rovers-leicester-city-u21s-leasing.com-trophy/
https://www.doncasterroversfc.co.uk/news/2019/december/rovers-leicester-city-u21s-leasing.com-trophy/
https://www.doncasterroversfc.co.uk/news/2019/december/rovers-leicester-city-u21s-leasing.com-trophy/
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A Doncaster teacher 
reflects on the 
challenges for the 
future of refugee and 
migrant education 
When I first became a teacher, 16 
years ago, provision for EAL 
students was not perfect, but it did 
at least exist. Doncaster schools 
were lucky enough to have a 
thriving EMTAS service providing 
support to all EAL pupils, including 
refugees, and their support was 
also invaluable to staff. As a 
member of staff working in school, 
you often feel isolated and 
desperate in trying to help pupils to 
adjust, and EMTAS offered help in 
understanding cultural differences 
and overcoming language barriers.  
 
In any given year, I will teach 
upwards of 250 pupils so it's easy 
for pupils to fall through the gaps. 
My personal experience with 
refugee children has largely been 
indicative of this. Though clearly a 
sweeping generalisation displaced 
children are quiet. This can be 
cultural (many children I've worked 
with from the Middle East 
particularly are very respectful), it 
may be due to the language barrier 
but mainly I think it is an overload 
of new information and 
experience, and a desperation to 
go under the radar and ‘fit in.’  
 
So when EMTAS disappeared, one 
of many cuts as we all became 
academies, and LA funding was 
cut, we were all concerned about 
the impact this would have on our 
most vulnerable children. How do 
we give them a voice in an 
increasingly loud world?  
 

The other concerning issue we face 
in schools now, particularly in this 
area, is the rise of far right ideas 
and some concerns pupils and their 
parents have about immigration. 
The government has asked us to 
teach about British values to help 
with this, but this sometimes has 
the opposite effect.  
 
As a form tutor, I specifically 
remember the first day a refugee 
pupil joined my form being the 
same day we had a political debate 
in the form group. It was the run up 
to an election and as part of our 
approach to British values, we ran a 
mock election in school. This began 
with showing clips of the parties 
running in Doncaster from 
Newsround, then we discussed 
who we might vote for and why, 
and finally the pupils voted. The 
new pupil came in, we welcomed 
him, explained what we were doing 
and he sat down. The debate 
began. The first pupil to speak 
began with the phrase, ‘I'm voting 
for UKIP because my Dad says 
we're overrun with immigrants and 
that's why there's no jobs and no 
money.’ He went on to argue that 
‘they should all be sent home 
because they just claimed benefits, 
and then joined ISIS.’ He didn’t say 
that was what he thought, but you 
could feel the tension in the room. 
Any feelings I had at this point 
about the best way to handle this 
were overshadowed by a desperate 
feeling towards the new pupil. A 
refugee new to England and fleeing 
a country at war for his own safety, 
isolated and presumably terrified in 
a new place, and instead of being 
welcomed he was having to face 
this. I felt ashamed.  
 

While still processing the best way 
forward, another pupil stood up 
and began speaking. She 
explained, calmly and eloquently 
for an 11 year old, and as an 
immigrant herself, (though her 
family moved here when she was a 
baby) that it wasn't possible to 
both steal jobs and claim benefits, 
and that voting for UKIP wouldn't 
achieve what he wanted. She 
asked why her family shouldn't 
move here for a better life, that 
they were contributing to society in 
just the same way, and paying tax 
like everyone else. After her, the 
remaining form time was filled by a 
series of other pupils saying how 
welcome refugees and immigrants 
of all kinds were. I didn't need to do 
anything. I was no longer ashamed. 
The kids do it themselves and, not 
for the first or last time, I felt like I 
wasn't needed at all.  
 
Things are hard in schools right 
now and set to get harder. There is 
no money and the services we 
relied upon so much to support 
these pupils, like many others, 
have gone and are unlikely to 
return. Every day I spend at least 
one of my lessons worrying about 
an EAL pupil who needs support 
that just doesn't exist. I worry they 
don't understand, they feel 
isolated, or they're falling behind.  
Or I just don't know because as I 
mentioned before, they are quiet 
and they're getting on, keeping 
their heads down. But the kids do it 
themselves. I currently have two 
EAL students in a catch up literacy 
class who speak very little English, 
and different languages from each 
other incidentally. They use their 
phones and Google translate to 
communicate with each other and 
with me, and are both making 
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excellent progress. So, how do we 
give them a voice? We leave it to 
them. Give them time, space, 
encouragement, and they'll find it 
themselves.  Though if anyone 
wants to bring EMTAS back, that’d 
be great. 

 
 

Six months of AMIF 
By Gavin Nicholl and his team 
 

 
So at the end of November it marked 

6 months from the project starting. 

We can say it’s been a very 

productive 6 months and the number 

of people we have been seeing is 

keeping us very busy and we had to 

hit the ground running. Elliott has 

been transformed from an admin 

worker to a multi functional support 

worker to help meet the demand of 

the service. We thought we’d put 

together a little piece to show you 

what we’ve been doing.  

The Thursday afternoon sessions at 

Meeting House is where we meet 

most of the new people and we’d 

like to thank everyone there for the 

continued hard work and dedication 

to helping asylum seekers and 

refugees who would most likely 

struggle without this service. We see 

on average 15 people a week at the 

drop in and the most we’ve seen in 

one afternoon was 24! This has 

included 23 people who don’t fall 

into our remit (receiving their 

decision in the last 2 years) who we 

have provided advice and assistance 

to at their time of need. 

We have taken on 154 individual 
cases in the first 6 months, 122 male 
and 32 female and have compiled a 
little breakdown of the nationality, 

statuses and ages of the people to 
give you an idea of who we’ve been 
working with.  
 

Status granted -  

 Refugee – Leave to Remain 

132 

 Leave to Enter: 7 

 Humanitarian protection: 2 

 Leave to Remain : 7 

 Settlement : 6 

 

Nationality  Number of 
people 

Afghani  4 

Albanian 3 

Algerian 1 

Chinese 1 

Congolese 1 

Eritrean 39 

Ethiopian 2 

Indian 1 

Iranian 24 

Iraqi 8 

Kuwaiti  6 

Libyan 3 

Malawi 1 

Myanmar 1 

Nepalese 2 

Nigerian 1 

Pakistani 5 

Salvadorian 4 

Sri Lankan 1 

Sudanese 39 

Syrian 5 

Zimbabwean 1 

Zambian 1 

Total 154 

As you can see Eritrean and 

Sudanese make up over half the 

number of people we’ve seen with 

Iranian being the next most frequent. 

Within the age groups it is younger 

people who are making up the 

majority with over half falling in the 

18-29 range. 

We help people with a wide variety 

of issues but the majority of people 

have just received their decisions, so 

are finding that benefits (103 

people), bank accounts (59 people) 

and housing are the most pressing 

needs that have to be met. 

Regarding housing we have helped 

the following: 

36 moved into supported housing 

12 moved into private rented 

accommodation  

10 moved to live with friends/family 

7 moved into council 

accommodation  

7 are currently placed in temporary 

accommodation with the council 

awaiting longer term housing 

We always attend the first 2 

appointments at the job centre with 

anyone making a new claim as this 

can be quite a daunting experience 

the first time.  This helps them 

understand what is happening and 

we have built up good relationships 

with the work coaches who in turn 

have a good understanding of the 

situation new refugees are in. 

We run a CV drop in with Wiseability 

every 2 weeks which helps people 

create CVs and participate in job 

search activities, something that is 

very important for their claimant 

commitments with Universal Credit. 

We’ve assisted 20 people into 

employment in this period through 

helping create CVs, applying for jobs, 

registering with agencies etc. 

Aside from the main things we do 

listed above we’ve provided advice, 

guidance and help on all sorts of 

things including applying for driving 

licences, apply for and getting 

confirmation letters of their NI 

numbers, understanding tax and 
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pension contributions, registering 

with GPs, dentists and opticians, 

setting up utilities and furnishing 

new properties, moving peoples 

belongings into new properties, 

issues with BRPs including those that 

have lost or received incorrect ones. 

For families we’ve helped get free 

school meals, travel passes and 

nursery places and lots of other 

things, some are just one off 

requests and we’re learning new 

stuff all the time. 

In this time we’ve built up good 

working relationships with housing 

providers, the housing options team, 

Doncaster Homechoice, Job Centre, 

private landlords, Mears and various 

different departments within the 

council to name but a few. 

We had a bit of a scare a couple of 

months ago when we were told that 

if there was a no deal Brexit then our 

funding would stop immediately. 

Thankfully this didn’t happen, and 

we were able to continue providing 

this much needed service. Hopefully 

this will continue now until the end 

of December 2020 when it is due to 

end but as there is a massive need 

for the service we are hopeful 

something can be done to extend the 

project beyond this time. 

Once again thanks to everyone who’s 

supported us over the last 6 months 

and look forward to continuing 

working with you all in the future. 

 

 
 
‘It was special because we 
had fun and not fun alone 
but together’ 
 
Enjoying swimming and bowling, 
and the Stainforth meal 
 
Despite the cold weather, 42 people 
from DCC went to the Dome on the 
morning of Saturday 30 November, 
to go swimming.  The pool itself was 
surprisingly warm.  Most of the 
swimmers were in family groups - 
with 22 children ranging in age from 
1year to 14 years. Everyone had fun - 
and those not in a family group 
enjoyed helping look after the 
children. It was great to see 
everyone, children and parents, grow 
in confidence in the pool. ‘It was very 
special when they showed me how 
to swim.’  ‘It was special to have help 
of others.’ 
 
The slides and the pools were 
particularly enjoyed.  Having fun in 
the water is the first step to 
swimming independently. 
 

 

Ten days later, a group of twenty 
players went Ten-pin Bowling, 
thirteen of whom had never been to 
ten-pin before. 
There were representatives from 
Cameroon, Albania, El Salvador, 
Nigeria, Trinidad, Saudi Arabia, 
Sudan, Ethiopia and Togo.  Five 
chidren took part.  There were prizes 
for the overall winner - Zelalem for a 
score in last game of 142; for the 
most improved score; and for the 
best on the bumpers.  
 

 
 
And 43 people from an astonishing 
18 different countries were hosted 
by members of Stainforth’s Catholic 
Church for an afternoon of food and 
games. 
 

 
 

 
 
Thank you to all our hosts and all 
who enable these events. 
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The Peace-less 
People whose Prime 
Minister won the 
Nobel Peace Prize 
 
By Zelalem Meseret 
 

The main source of information 

about Ethiopia for the majority of the 

world's population is the information 

and policy of countries, news media 

and social media, as well as reports 

by international institutions.  And 

these sources of information may not 

always accurately describe the true 

state of a country. Since I have 

recently come from Ethiopia and 

have been closely watching the 

situation in the country, I try to 

explore the current reality as I 

understand it. 

 

People in different parts of the UK 

where I now live have told me how 

happy and surprised they were to 

win the Nobel Prize for Prime 

Minister of Ethiopia. For anyone who 

has been aware of the dictatorship 

and human rights violations in 

Ethiopia for the past three decades, 

it is surprising to hear that the Prime 

Minister of the country has won the 

Nobel Peace Prize. 

Over the last 30 years, the Ethiopian 

people have suffered a lot in the 

absolute dictatorship of the EPRDF. 

Citizens, beyond being subject to 

extreme poverty and persecution, 

individuals working to uphold the 

democratic rights of citizens have 

been subjected to endless violence 

by the government. People are 

considered a terrorist just because of 

their political views.  Women and 

men were raped in a prison cell, 

prisoners were chained to a room 

with a beast. 

Even if the current Nobel laureate 

Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed served as 

a senior official for a major human 

rights violator institute, National 

Intelligence and Security Services, he 

received a warm welcome by the 

people when elected as Prime 

Minister, because most people 

believed that during the popular 

uprising, he played a significant role 

in bringing about change from 

within. 

Except for the officials and 

supporters who were in power 

earlier, most of the people were 

happy with the appointment of Abiy 

Ahmed as a Prime Minister. The 

people gave the Prime Minister a 

marvellous support rally on June 23, 

2018 in the capital, Addis Ababa. 

There have been many positive steps 

taken by Abiy Ahmed since his 

appointment as Prime Minister.  

Among them was the repeal of a 

state of emergency declared by the 

State, release opposition politicians 

and journalists, solving the tension 

between Ethiopia and Eritrea. 

The PM's extensive use of media also 

enabled him to receive much support 

from the public. The Prime Minister 

has helped those institutes with only 

their strengths, with the help of 

many scholars who strive to build 

their personality, including 

thousands of paid social media users. 

Over the past two years, a lot of 

incidents have happened that have 

led to the question of the 

administration of Prime Minister 

Abiy Ahmed. Trying to go through 

the assumption that many of the 

national crises we have faced are 

transitional crises. The actions taken 

by the Prime Minister on a number 

of occasions have resulted in a 

gradual decline in public acceptance. 

The assassination of chief of staff of 

the Ethiopian National Defence 

Forces, the president of the Amhara 

region, and other top officials in the 

country on June 22 last year greatly 

disrupted the public's acceptance of 

Abiy Ahmed. Within an hour of the 

incident, the prime minister called it 

a "coup attempt" without going 

through an independent body. The 

security chief of the region, who is 

suspected to have organised the so-

called coup and was popular with the 

public, was killed days later by 

government troops. Survivors were 

also arrested, and some of them fled. 

The government has taken 

advantage of this opportunity to 

arrest Journalists, human rights 

activists, and social activists who 

have nothing to do with the matter, 

but who criticize the government, 

have been arrested and charged with 

terrorism. As a result, Dr. Abiy 

Ahmed has faced fierce opposition 

from the people of the Amhara 

region, who had been supportive. 

Over the past two years, ethnic and 

religious-based violence has been 

carried out in various Oromia areas 
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under the leadership of ODP, which 

is led by the Prime Minister. In these 

areas, the human being hangs and is 

crucified, women, including elders, 

have been raped, individuals have 

lost property they have worked for 

years. Despite all the violence against 

citizens, the leaders of the country's 

security and justice institutions have 

recently taken over the leadership of 

Dr. Abay, and he has taken no steps 

to protect the innocent. 

More than 86 people have been 

killed and dozens of churches burned 

in the Oromia region in October 

2019. In this race and religion-based 

murder, only ten people were killed 

by gunfire, and the remaining 76 

were brutally stabbed, and stoned to 

death. Even more disturbing is that 

these traumatized victims have their 

corpses tied in chains and dragged 

along the road. In the absence of the 

full body of the people who had been 

stabbed to death by the machet, 

their families were able to bury only 

a portion of them. All of these crimes 

were committed and government 

security forces cooperated with the 

killers. After the crime, senior 

government officials provided 

support and protection to those who 

committed the crime. 

The government has not been able to 

stop this atrocities against the 

citizens, the failure of the call to 

reach victims and prosecuting 

criminals has left many Ethiopians in 

despair. The prime minister took 

twelve days to condemn the 

massacre and to express his sadness. 

Twelve days!!! It is unfortunate that 

the government does not take 

responsibility for the problems and 

goes far to cover the problem. 

The awarded Nobel Prize to Prime 

Minister Abiy helps to understand 

how international institutions view 

the Ethiopian government. According 

to the committee, the main reason 

why the Nobel Prize was awarded to 

Abiy was because of their 

contribution to peace by reconciling 

the crisis between Ethiopia and 

Eritrea. In this decision of the Nobel 

Committee, there are fundamental 

questions raised by many Ethiopians. 

Firstly, is the problem between 

Ethiopia and Eritrea permanently 

resolved?  The distance that Abiy 

went to solve the problem in the first 

few months and peace and 

reconciliation of the people of both 

nations was accompanied by a strong 

desire, and was able to produce good 

results. Among these positive results 

were the withdrawal of troops on the 

border between the two countries, 

embassies reopened, roads opened, 

and flights commenced. It is a public 

secret for us Ethiopians the peace 

process of Ethiopia and Eritrea is not 

as genuine and principled as it is 

seen and heard on the outside but 

have been raised for political gain. 

Some days later, troops from the 

frontier were recaptured, and the 

roads were re-closed. 

Secondly, even if it is possible to 

bring true peace, as in Ethiopia and 

Eritrea, what does it mean for peace 

to be declared the winner of the 

Nobel Prize in a country where 

people are being killed because of 

their ethnicity, 3 million people have 

been displaced in just one year, 

hundreds of journalists, human rights 

activists and politicians are prisoners 

of conscience?  What is the meaning 

of the Nobel Peace Prize given to Abi 

Ahmed for those who have been 

displaced and fallen in the streets of 

their country, journalists and 

politicians who have been arrested 

falsely accused by anti-terrorism 

laws, for families who are killed 

because of their race and religion? 

Even though the prime minister has 

been in office for over two years, it 

has been said that the lack of law 

enforcement and human rights 

violations is a phenomenon that will 

occur during the transition. The 

killings of an informal and atrocious 

youth group, which the government 

secretly supports, threaten the very 

existence of citizens and bring a 

deadly shadow to the country. The 

number of internally displaced 

persons exacerbated by the fear of 

their own lives is reported to have 

exceeded 3 million, according to an 

internal displacement monitoring 

centre report. 

The public has learned that the 

guarantee of future survival and 

justice does not come from the 

government led by Nobel laureate 

Abiy Ahmed. Therefore, by 

establishing a committee headed by 

senior human rights activist and 

journalist Eskinder Nega, Ethiopians 

living in and out of the country have 

presented to the European Union 

and other stakeholders the dangers 

of genocide in Ethiopia. 

For most Ethiopians now, their 

concerns are not the protection of 

democracy, but the guarantee of life. 

What is the right of democracy in a 

country where death is at stake? 

Many people ask one question as the 

Prime Minister wins the Nobel Peace 

Prize: did he win the Nobel as a 

leader or did he win an Oscar as an 

actor? 
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Based at the 

 
Quaker Meeting House 

Off St James St 

 Doncaster DN1 3RH 

 To receive a copy of this newsletter by email, send a message to 
Paulfitzp@aol.com 

Please send your contributions and suggestions to the same address. 

Doncaster Conversation Club offers opportunities for local people 
and people who have sought asylum in the UK to join together to 
share friendship, while offering support and practical help.  

  

The Club seeks to create a relaxed, friendly and supportive environment,  
and works on the principles  of  

Ownership – everyone can get involved  

Impartiality – it is not affiliated to any political or religious body 
Confidentiality – what you say is private  

Respect – for each other’s differences and individuality.  

  

DCC is pleased to acknowledge the support of Doncaster Society of 
Friends (Quakers), The Red Cross, The Refugee Council, Migrant 
Help, DIAL Doncaster, The Doncaster Clinical Commissioning 
Group, St Leger Homes, Club Doncaster Foundation, Ongo M25 
Services, YMCA, DARTS, CAST, Fareshare, The Brelms Trust, The 
Ruth Hayman Trust and Doncaster Minster.  

 

The Doncaster Conversation Club is run entirely by volunteers with the 
support of occasional grants for specific activities, currently from the Allen 
Lane Foundation, and the Wharfedale Trust  

  

 

 

 
The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual 
contributors. 
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