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STANDING ALONGSIDE REFUGEES AND ASYLUM SEEKERS IN DONCASTER  IN THIS ISSUE 

Five years of the Newsletter 

By Alan Robinson [Chair of DCC Trustees] 

In a trustees’ meeting recently, asked 

to state what DCC’s vision was, we 

concluded that we want DCC to 

disappear. None of us expects for a 

moment that that is going to happen; 

but it does emphasise that we are 

here because we are needed to 

respond to a need, and that there 

are other ways of responding to that.  

Our country and our government 

could welcome all asylum seekers, 

for a start. We could ensure that 

asylum claims are processed quickly 

and fairly; that claimants are 

provided with suitable 

accommodation for themselves and 

their families; that they are able to 

make the best use of their talents 

and abilities; that they have enough 

in the way of income and material 

assets; and that they are able to gain 

access to proper NHS health care, 

free at the point of use.  

It won’t happen, I’m afraid. How 

much of the discussion you have 

heard during the current election 

campaign has drawn attention to this 

as a problem, or offered solutions? 

We can, I regret to say, expect only 

more of the same – probably worse.  

I’m afraid that in five years, I or my 

successor will echo these sentiments.  

So the challenge that faces DCC 

during its next five years is going to 

be to adapt, and to respond both to 

individuals and to changes as they 

occur. We hope to do so with love, 

and with a continuing belief in 

justice. I cling to the words of Martin 

Luther King, adapting the words of 

the prophet Amos: 

 "We will not be satisfied until justice 

rolls down like waters and 

righteousness like a mighty stream." 

 

 

CAST: a theatre of sanctuary          
Page 2 

 

A visit to Sandall Beat Woods 

Page 3 
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They say a week in 
politics is a long 

time 
By Jan Foster [DCC Treasurer] 

 

 
 

I have been asked to write a report 

on the last five years at Doncaster 

Conversation Club, on the 

anniversary of the first publication of 

*A view from the edge*. 

In 2014 we had an average weekly 

footfall of 91. 2019 has seen that 

increase to 135. 

In 2014 we still had the Refugee 

Council and the Red Cross providing 

outreach asylum advice and 

casework. Due to funding issues both 

these organisations no longer attend 

our weekly drop-in, and 

consequently, Nic Burne and myself 

have undertaken many courses, 

attended numerous 

information/training sessions in 

order to keep our service users 

informed and in receipt of everything 

they are entitled to. Although we are 

not permitted to give immigration 

advice, it is imperative to know about 

the immigration system in order to 

sign-post effectively.  Not an easy 

task, when during Theresa May’s 

stint as Home Secretary, she 

presided over 7 Immigration Bills, 

and 45,000 changes to Immigration 

Rules! DCC is now registered with the 

Office of the Immigration Services 

Commission (OISC) to be able to 

provide asylum and protection 

advice. 

And, since January 2015, DCC has 

been a Charitable Incorporated 

Organisation. 

There have been numerous changes 

over the years, most recently the 

new Advice, Issue, Reporting and 

Eligibility (AIRE) contract awarded to 

Migrant Help and Asylum 

Accommodation and Support 

Services Contract (AASC) awarded to 

the Mears group. The first is a 10 

year contract to provide help and 

advice, the second, also for 10 years, 

to cover all issues involving 

accommodation. Both these 

contracts have got off to a bad start. 

The biggest problem by far has been 

the introduction of a single 

telephone number as first point of 

contact, for any asylum issue, but 

also including reporting of any 

accommodation issues too! It has 

been impossible for service users to 

get through, and consequently 

urgent repairs are just not being 

logged, ASPEN card issues are going 

unreported, meaning service users 

are left destitute, and vital time is 

being lost in application deadlines. 

We had an excellent working 

relationship with the G4S housing 

team, and we are forming bonds 

with the Mears group. Currently they 

are attending DCC weekly to enable 

service users to air their views and 

report any issues. (We have given up 

on the phone line, however.) 

At the time of writing, reports on 

various forums still talk about 2-3 

hour queues on the one number 

advice line. It is just not fit for 

purpose! 

We have been fortunate to maintain 

a steady band of volunteers who give 

dedicated service. Without them DCC 

would NOT exist. 

Unfortunately, in the 5 years since 

the 1st newsletter, there has been no 

change in the Home Office.  On 

10/10/2013, the then home 

secretary, Theresa May, defended 

plans to create a "hostile 

environment".  

The wording may have subsequently 

changed to a ‘compliant 

environment’, but there has been no 

relaxing of their hard-line attitudes. 

We approach the impending General 

Election with a heavy heart. Should 

the Conservatives retain power, then 

in all likelihood, Priti Patel will 

remain Home Secretary. By all 

accounts, and judging on recent 

language, she is an even more 

hardliner than May. 

I wonder what the next 5 years will 
bring! 
 

I remember 
By Simaa Jebabli 

 
1) reading my first story about a 
horse called the talking horse Falda 
2) going to the men’s coffee shop 
with my father 
3) I remember my father when he 
used to take me to the shop and ask 
me to choose what I wanted to buy, 
and when he drove he asked me to 
show him the way 
4) I remember that every time my 
father takes us out to eat, I order the 
same dish, spaghetti 
5) I always wanted to be an 
ophthalmologist to treat my 
mother’s eye. 
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The Health Department 

 

By Julia Burne [DCC Volunteer] 
 

I arrived at DCC 6 years ago. For the 

first few weeks I just observed and 

drank coffee. Then Jan, who is ‘in 

charge’ told me that because of my 

background in the NHS, I’d be 

‘dealing with all health related issues’ 

from now on.  At first this seemed 

quite easy. I have recollections of 

sitting on the steps outside the 

meeting house in the sunshine 

chatting to people and occasionally 

phoning a GP surgery to make an 

appointment for someone. 

 

Slowly the number of health issues 

seemed to expand and I was 

‘promoted’ -  first into a corner of the 

office, then ‘stepped up’ to my very 

own table at the end of the corridor 

(next to the loos) – before final 

promotion to a ‘health room’ (albeit 

shared with Richard and his travel 

document desk and Denise with her 

massage corner). 

I now work with a lovely group of 

Health Volunteers – asylum seekers 

or refugees who have some training 

in health issues and are willing to put 

time in to help their peers. This 

commitment from them can involve 

a significant amount of time and 

effort – especially if the asylum 

seeker concerned has limited English 

and a significant medical issue. 

  

The Health Volunteers now greet all 

new arrivals at DCC. DCC needs to 

record basic details from all new 

arrivals to keep track of what advice 

we have given. Taking data can be 

worrying for someone who is new. 

The best person to take the 

information and at the same time to 

reassure the new arrival that we are 

not the Home Office in disguise, is 

often a fellow asylum seeker. This 

meeting is a good opportunity to 

check that everyone is registering 

with a GP and has an HC2 form 

(Certificate entitling someone to 

Help with Health Costs). The Health 

Volunteer can offer support with 

these issues if needed.  

 

As a GP, I had had no dealings at all 

with HC2 certificates. I feel now, if in 

the chair of Mastermind, I would 

choose this as my special topic. I 

would answer questions on who can 

have an HC2; why an HC2 might not 

have arrived; how to claim costs back 

from the NHS using an HC2; how to 

overturn an NHS fine when the 

system has not found your HC2 on 

the computer. 

 

More distressing are the occasions 

when someone is destitute and has 

no right to free hospital care. The 

NHS regulations of October 2017 

continued to allow GP appointments 

and treatment to be free for 

everyone. However, fuelled by a fear 

of ‘health tourism’, it was decided 

that hospital care, including 

maternity care, would not be free. 

The ‘undocumented migrant’ may be 

unable to pay – but an unpaid fine 

can have an adverse effect on future 

applications for Leave to Remain. 

There is no longer any mechanism 

for hospitals to waive fees of 

thousands of pounds for someone 

who is clearly never going to have 

the money to pay. 

 

Other issues which we try to tackle 

for the individual asylum seeker 

include difficulties in accessing 

interpreters for appointments; 

difficulty in getting to appointments; 

difficulty in navigating the NHS 

generally. 

I find myself a member of a couple of 

regular meetings in Doncaster where 

Health Issues are discussed – I am a 

Health Ambassador for Doncaster 

Care Commissioning Group and also 

attend the Doncaster Minority 

Partnership meetings under the 

auspices of Public Health Doncaster. I 

try to raise the health issues facing 

asylum seekers – and migrants in 

general – at these meetings. 

 

Doncaster CCG have been very 

helpful. We now have a Health 

Inclusion Clinic with a real GP (not 

just a retired one) running at the 

same time as DCC. The Children’s 

Centre at the back of the Meeting 

House have provided a room for this. 

The clinic provides an opportunity for 

screening for health problems – 

including mental health issues - for 

all new arrivals. It also provides 

another way to access a GP for 

someone with an urgent problem or 

someone who is having difficulty for 

whatever reason in making an 

effective GP appointment. 

 

We continue to have a visit from the 

Health Bus on alternate months to 

provide screening for infectious 

illnesses. This screening includes 
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checking for TB or HIV which may 

have been contracted in someone’s 

home country or while making the 

journey to the UK. 

 

It is understood that most of asylum 

seekers have to withstand enormous 

amounts of stress. Some people are 

more able to cope with this than 

others. Even as a refugee, there are 

stresses and sadness – adjusting to a 

new culture is not easy. So, under 

the umbrella of ‘Health Room’ 

activities, we also arrange regular 

outings and a relaxation class. This 

provides the opportunity to interact 

with others, escape from Doncaster 

town centre – and alleviate stress in 

other ways.  

 

I feel DCC as a whole has responded 

and expanded to try to meet the 

needs that people present to us. I am 

pleased to be part of the Doncaster 

team of volunteers – and to be 

working with volunteers from among 

DCC members too. I feel all of us are 

‘punching above our weight’ – and I 

have moved a long way from my 

simple ‘consultations on the Meeting 

House steps’. 

 

Alfie May becomes 
Football Ambassador 
 

Doncaster Rovers striker Alfie May, in 
a bid to have a greater impact in the 
community of Doncaster, has been 
announced as Club Doncaster 
Foundation's Football Welcomes 
Ambassador for 2019/20.  
 
The Kent-born footballer, who signed 
for Doncaster Rovers in 2017, has 
quickly become a fans’ favourite at 
the Keepmoat Stadium, and has now 
joined Amnesty UK’s Football 

Welcomes project to help create 
more welcoming communities 
through the power of football. 
 
Already attending two of the Friday 
football sessions, the 26-year-old 
handed out Rovers socks to the 
refugees, many who come to 
sessions without any socks, let alone 
football socks. May also gifted 50 
free tickets for Rovers' match against 
Burton Albion, courtesy of the 
Foundation.  
 
May said: “I’m really looking forward 
to my new role with everyone at 
Amnesty UK and DCC United. 
Football Welcomes is a really 
important project and I’m proud to 
be the ambassador for it. 
“The club and the Foundation have 
put in a lot of work of the past 18 
months to help ensure that people 
seeking asylum in Doncaster feel 
welcome at the football club and in 
the town. I’m really looking forward 
to getting involved throughout the 
season.” 

 
 
The Foundation, alongside the 
football club, have been invited by 
Amnesty UK to deliver the Football 
Welcomes Community Project, which 
uses the power of football to create 
more welcoming communities for 
refugees across the UK. 
 
As part of his role as an ambassador, 
May will be working closely with 
Doncaster Conversation Club United 
(DCC United), offering his support 
and time to help refugees feel 
welcome in Doncaster. 

Over the past 18 months, the 
Foundation’s health and wellbeing 
team have given people seeking 
asylum the opportunity to take part 
in sport throughout Doncaster. 
This includes invitations to 
matchdays, football sessions at Club 
Doncaster Academy on a Friday 
afternoon, and opportunities to play 
on the Keepmoat Stadium turf 
alongside Rovers supporters and Fit 
Rovers members. 
 
The Foundation is one of five football 
club foundations and county FAs 
across the UK taking part in the 
project, which is supported by 
players of the People’s Postcode 
Lottery. 
 
As well as the mental and physical 
health benefits playing recreational 
football can bring, there will be 
opportunities for participants to 
attend English classes, volunteer, 
undertake refereeing or coaching 
training or join local grassroots sides, 
among other activities, including the 
potential to obtain FA coaching 
badges with the Foundation.  In April 
this year, the Foundation joined 177 
clubs in the third annual Football 
Welcomes weekend, when DCC 
United were invited to take part in a 
football match at the Keepmoat 
Stadium. 
 
Alongside Alfie May, Club Doncaster 
will continue to support DCC United, 
providing them with facilities and 
training kit as part of the ongoing 
partnership. 
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The view from 

America 
By Linda Rabben [University of 

Maryland] 
 

In recent years I’ve had the pleasure 
of visiting people and groups that 
help migrants in Doncaster, 
Wakefield, Sheffield, London, 
Canterbury and other British cities. It 
has been inspiring to witness their 
good deeds and the resourcefulness 
and courage of the migrants 
themselves, as shown in ‘A View 
from the Edge.’  

On other trips I found similar 
activities going on in the 
Netherlands, France and Ireland. And 
for many years I’ve been observing, 
writing about and participating in the 
sanctuary movement in the USA, 
where hundreds of thousands of 
people are giving various kinds of 
help to asylum seekers, refugees and 
undocumented migrants. 

What do all these initiatives have in 
common? 

They are grassroots movements, 
operating on the local, regional and 
national level. That means that 
ordinary people carry out sanctuary 
activities on their own initiative. They 
are loosely organized and often 
autonomous. For example, in France, 
where migrants are vilified and there 
is little or no positive political 
discourse about them, a thousand 
community groups are helping 
migrants on the quiet.  

On a 2017 trip to France I met or 
heard about people who were giving 
migrants shelter in their homes, in 
churches and on farms, sometimes in 
violation of the law. Several were 
prosecuted and convicted but given 
suspended sentences. Many of the 
more-organized groups are trying to 

create welcoming communities in 
villages, towns and cities across 
France. They help migrants find 
housing, jobs, language instruction, 
healthcare, legal representation and 
social-welfare benefits. Cities of 
sanctuary in the UK and other 
European countries participate in 
similar local efforts. 

Volunteers also cross borders to 
offer assistance to recently arrived 
migrants who are trapped in 
inhospitable situations. I’ve met 
people from various countries who 
have gone to Greece to help asylum 
seekers. British and Dutch friends of 
mine regularly deliver humanitarian 
supplies to migrants camping in the 
woods of Northwest France. One 
friend filled a van with loo paper and 
drove three hours from Holland to 
France to deliver this essential supply 
to migrants. 

In 2017 she took me to Calais, to 
meet migrants who had lived in the 
“Jungle” camp, which the authorities 
had destroyed a year before. We also 
met migrants who had recently 
arrived from Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan 
and other countries. They were living 
in the woods outside Dunkirk, where 
they had no sanitary facilities. Many 
dreamt of crossing the Channel to 
Britain, which they believed would 
offer hospitality. 

The police regularly raided the 
campsite and seized the migrants’ 
tents, sleeping bags, blankets and 
other possessions. They were 
sleeping on the ground without 
shelter or winter clothing. Volunteers 
distributed food and set up a 
portable generator so the migrants 
could charge their mobile phones. A 
nearby warehouse stocked donated 
clothing and other items for them. 

In the USA I give individual assistance 
to asylum seekers and refugees, 

participate in local groups that help 
migrants, lobby my elected 
representatives to pass laws that will 
benefit them, write articles and 
books about migration issues and 
give talks on sanctuary and asylum to 
diverse groups, from high school 
students to residents of retirement 
communities. The national sanctuary 
movement of which I’m part includes 
members of more than a thousand 
religious congregations, student 
organizations, advocacy groups and 
lawyers’ organizations. 

I take heart from the fact that 
despite the systematic hostility of 
governments, millions of people of 
good will are helping migrants 
around the world. Although the legal 
institution of asylum is under threat 
from government attacks, I believe 
that sanctuary - the open-armed 
offer of refuge from one stranger to 
another - will always be with us. No 
matter what our differences may be, 
we human beings are all in this 
together. 
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Minding the gaps 

By Nick Downing  
 

It’s 1963, and I’m puzzled to 
overhear my father, who works at 
Askern Colliery, talking about a 
fellow miner who is ‘Polish’ and 
whose daughter is in my class. I’m 
eight years old and I don’t think I’ve 
yet come across anyone who isn’t 
from Yorkshire, never mind from 
outside Britain. Our horizons are 
narrow and our world is small. 
Foreignness is something to be 
talked about in hushed tones; but, 
for me, finding out that my 
schoolfriend is from a country I’ve 
never heard of isn’t threatening, but 
exciting.  
 
In the immediate post-war years 
Yorkshire became a major centre of 
Polish resettlement. There was work 
in textile mills, steelworks, and in the 
coal mines. The 1947 Polish 
Resettlement Act was considered at 
the time to be an act of great 
statesmanship that changed people’s 
attitudes and offered a model of 
providing adequate resources and 
responding positively to the needs of 
those seeking refuge. A strong Polish 
community developed in Doncaster.  
 
Nevertheless, the experience of that 
first generation of displaced Poles 
was hard, and, as my friend and I 
grew into our teens, I began to 
realise that although both her 
parents had suffered greatly during 
the war, neither of them ever told 
their stories. As immigrants, my 
friend explained, they were typically 
frightened of showing who they were 
and always wanted to ‘blend in’. This 
put her under terrible pressure. Even 
her name had been anglicised.  At 
school she was one person, but at 
home she was another. She felt that 
she could never be both. 

 
Working in the field of mental health, 
I’ve come to appreciate how 
problems experienced by refugees 
are most often linked to persecution, 
trauma, cultural difference, and 
occupational and social degradation. 
What’s harder to recognise, more 
subtle, and more challenging to 
respond to, is how feeling obliged to 
hide who you are and feeling the 
pressure to conform eats away at the 
sense of self; and how the unspoken, 
unspeakable, traumas of one 
generation are passed down to the 
next, whose task it becomes to 
grapple with them. 
 
The world has changed almost 
beyond recognition since 1947, and 
the scale and the extent of migration 
have expanded hugely, but the key 
causes, of war, forced displacement, 
and destitution, which brought my 
friend’s parents to Doncaster, remain 
the same. And so too – in spite, over 
decades, of a myriad of social 
policies, of opportunistic rhetoric 
from governments, of debate 
amongst ideologues and academics 
in the direction, on the one hand, of 
multiculturalism or, on the other, of 
assimilation (as if these two were 
mutually exclusive) – does the 
experience: it is unavoidably one of 
chaos and loneliness, and also 
potentially one of shame, because it 
can still be made to feel like 
something that cannot be spoken 
about. 
 
I now live in the south of England, 
although I visit Doncaster regularly. 
When I do, I’m always struck by the 
warmth and openness of my home 
town, and by how different in some 
ways it is to where I live. Travelling 
around the country I’ve become 
aware that certain (poorer) areas of 
this country have for years been 
taking in asylum seekers while others 

(richer) have not. Currently, more 
than half of asylum seekers and 
resettled refugees are 
accommodated by just 6% of 
UK councils, all of which have below 
average household incomes.  So, 
here’s yet another secret: there’s a 
country where people struggle but 
where there’s also diversity and 
generosity; and there’s another 
country where people look away, 
that sees only itself and is, in my 
view, poorer and less healthy for it.  
 
Silence and invisibility divide and 
damage, creating splits within 
ourselves, our families, our 
communities, our nations. These 
inequalities have been socially 
constructed: they can – they must – 
be resisted. I’m proud of Doncaster, 
and of South Yorkshire, of its long 
history of welcoming people fleeing 
poverty and persecution; and, in 
particular, I’m proud of DCC, where a 
space is being created for people 
from all over the world to talk to 
each other, to speak out, and to 
translate themselves and their 
cultures across the boundaries and 
the borders that seek to drive us 
apart. 

 
Doncaster’s Light Night 

 

Numbers 
By Rania Alalaw 

 
1  He opens the hands 
2  She is dancing the play 
3  She has a baby 
4  He is an old man and            
holds a stick 
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Children at DCC 

 
By Yvonne Hedley [DCC 

Volunteer] 
 

I am sometimes asked ‘what are the 
children like who attend Doncaster 
Conversation Club?’ 

We have children with a variety of 
different ages and needs who visit on 
a Thursday. They come with Mum or 
Dad or both. Sometimes there are 
babies who stay either in their 
pushchairs or on Mum’s knee. 
Sometimes there are toddlers who 
just like to be close to Mum and/or 
Dad while looking on and watching 
the older children before they feel 
brave enough to leave their parents 
side and play.  

There are pre-school children who 
have been attending for a while and 
they run in and find their favourite 
activity, and sometimes there are 
older children who have not yet been 
allocated a school place.  In the 
school holidays there are older 
brothers and sisters who come along 
and completely change the 
dynamics of the group, organising 
and bossing the younger ones but 
still enjoying the opportunity to play. 

Space is limited and so there are no 
large toys and equipment but both 
boys and girls enjoy playing with the 
wooden garage and cars, and 
imaginary cups of tea/ coffee are 
made and drunk using the tea set, 
and food is cooked and eaten using 
the small pots and pans.  A favourite 
activity is the doctor’s set: a few 
bandages, some cotton wool and a 
toy stethoscope provide the basis for 
some great imaginary play.  
Sometimes parents and volunteers 
join in and allow themselves to be 
‘injected’, ‘bandaged’ and ‘cured’! 

The Dressing up clothes are popular 
with boys and girls and the children 
put on outfits and take on roles 
becoming a princess, fireman, nurse, 
or superhero.  There are dolls, dolls 
clothes, blankets and a makeshift 
dolls cot, and ‘babies’ are kissed, 
cuddled, fed, sung to and put to bed. 

Although there is no outside play 
space, occasionally on a warm day 
we go into the garden and a few pots 
of bubbles provide great fun. The 
look of joy on small faces when they 
finally get to gently blow and 
produce a bubble is amazing. 

Sometimes the children just want to 
sit and chat and sometimes when 
they have had enough of play they 
wander off to sit with the wonderful 
Sue who reads to them and supports 
and encourages them with drawing 
and colouring (not to mention the 
treats!) 

Play gives children the opportunity to 
act out and to be in control and in 
charge of their world. Through play 
they can make decisions about what 
is happening and how they want 
things to be. It can be a way of 
dealing with what is happening in the 
world around you. Very young 
children can be egocentric and 
unable to imagine a life beyond 
themselves. I have been asked 
‘Where is your bed?’ by a little one 
who is convinced that I live in the 
Meeting House! 

So when I am asked ‘what are the 
children like who attend Doncaster 
Conversation Club?’, I answer ‘just 
like most children everywhere.’ 

 

 
 
 

The Bikery at HMP 
Hatfield Lakes 

 
By Julie Childs [HMP Hatfield 

Lakes] 

 

The Bikery workshop was set up 
approx. 4 years ago with the help of 
The Margaret Carey foundation who 
donated a large selection of tools.  
We get the bikes from various 
sources including Margaret Carey 
Foundation, local waste tips, police 
and donations.  These bikes are then 
stripped down and cleaned and 
rebuilt replacing gear and brake 
cables and other parts where 
required.  We then donate them to 
local charities and some are also sold 
at the Thyme Served farm shop 
which is located at HMP Hatfield.  
This workshop enables prisoners to 
get involved in stripping bikes down 
and rebuilding them which they 
enjoy and also knowing that they are 
not only helping with the 
environment of reducing the waste 
they are also helping so many people 
in the community by giving them a 
bike which makes such a big 
difference to their lives.  

The bikes are warmly appreciated.  
‘This bicycle very good. I do 
everything: shopping, school, every 
day I go.’  ‘Good. College. Church. 
Good, good cycle’.  ‘Easy to use. 
Environment friendly and good for 
school. Fast.’  ‘The bike is good 
because I go college and shop. It is 
long way and it takes one hour by 
foot but 15 minutes on bike.’ 

http://place.in/
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A volunteer’s view 

By John Rouse [DCC volunteer] 

Two years ago, in December 2017, 
I turned up at the Friends’ 
Meeting House to find out what 
went on at Doncaster 
Conversation Club. I knew Nic 
from the dances we went to once 
a month on the Isle of Axholme, 
and he had collected some 
furniture from my mum’s house 
when we were clearing it. 
 
First impressions were of 
organised chaos. People arrived, 
signed in, and were allocated 
tickets for whoever they wanted 
to see.  The hub of activities was 
the office where a host of 
different issues were sorted by 
Nic and Jan.  In the large room a 
group of people sat round a 
couple of tables learning 
conversational English.  A smaller 
group were learning English 
pronunciation.  Children were 
playing on the floor, and Lilian 
was filling in forms for people 
wanting to go to college. 
 
In another room health workers 
dealt with medical issues – 
finding a doctor or a dentist, and 
arranging hospital appointments. 
In a corner, Richard worked on 
travel documents. 
 
The kitchen was busy preparing 
hot food, and endless cups of tea 
and coffee, and the air was full of 
chatter in many different 
languages. Sue and Janet helped 
the younger children to read. 
 

I talked to people from many 
countries, some with horrific tales 
to tell of their journey to reach 
our shores. I helped find forms 
and documents on the 
computers, fill them out and send 
them off.  Even for a native 
English speaker some of the 
government’s processes are 
convoluted and arcane: I’d hate to 
be completing them in a 
language I barely understood. 
 
Since that first visit, I’ve returned 
almost every week. I look after 
the computers, ensuring that 
people’s personal details are not 
there for everyone to see, and 
that the clutter which inevitably 
remains after many people have 
been browsing the web is 
removed. 
 
I’ve been on trips with our service 
users, to the Peak District, to 
York, to Cusworth Hall and to 
Lifewise, the scenario-based 
safety centre. I always find out 
interesting things about the 
people I travel with, and realise 
how difficult it can be explaining 
things we take for granted to 
those who have not encountered 
them before. 

 

Hate crime 

By Lizzy Mills [Inclusion & 

Community Engagement Manager, 

CPS Yorkshire and Humberside] 

On Thursday 17 October, during 
National Hate Crime Awareness 
Week, Alison Atkinson from 
South Yorkshire Police and Lizzy 
Mills from the Crown Prosecution 
Service visited the Conversation 
Club to talk with people about 
hate crime and what is being 
done about it.  

Hate Crime is any criminal 
offence which is perceived by the 
victim or any other person, to be 
motivated by hostility or 
prejudice based on a person's 
race, religion, sexual orientation, 
transgender identity or disability 
(actual or presumed). Hate Crime 
Awareness Week brings people 
together to stand with and 
support those affected by hate 
crime.  

Alison and Lizzy were pleased to 
hear than many people at the 
Conversation Club have found 
Doncaster to be a friendly and 
welcoming place but some have 
experienced hate crime, mainly of 
a racial nature. This is beginning 
to have an impact on younger 
generations as children are 
experiencing hostility too.  

Last year (2018-19), South 
Yorkshire Police investigated 
2,617 hate crimes and a further 
353 hate incidents (in which no 
crime had been committed). In 
the same period, the Crown 
Prosecution Service prosecuted 
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232 people for hate crimes in 
South Yorkshire. 197 of those 
people were convicted giving a 
conviction rate of 85%, which is 
just above the national average.  

Anyone who has experienced a 
hate crime is encouraged to 
report it at the Conversation Club 
or to the police either in person or 
by calling 101 (or 999 in an 
emergency). Alison is also a 
regular at the Conversation Club 
and is happy for people to tell her 
about anything they have 
experienced. 

A visit to Sandall Beat 

Woods 

33 members of DCC took part in 

an outing to Sandall Beat woods 

followed by a meal at the 

Meeting House. Sandall Beat 

woods are close to the centre of 

Doncaster - but once in the 

woods, it feels as if you are out in 

the countryside. 

 

The woods were planted in the 

years 1810 - 1812 to provide wood 

for ships during the Napoleonic 

wars - but now are a nature 

reserve. The land was drained 

before the trees were planted - 

and the drainage channels are still 

working well. Although this has 

been the wettest autumn in 

years, and other parts of 

Doncaster are sadly under 

water, the paths in the woods 

were passable and beautiful - 

with a coating of yellow, brown 

and orange leaves.  

We climbed to the top of 

Armthorpe pit heap - now 

landscaped - and with a lovely 

view over Doncaster. We could 

see the flats behind the Meeting 

House. We walked for about 2 

hours - and when we arrived back 

at the Meeting House the 'home 

team' had provided a lovely 

welcome. Two big tables were set 

out with cutlery and plates - with 

flower arrangements in the 

centre of each table. We had 

Syrian soup, flat bread, Albanian 

pancakes, Eritrean injera with 

chicken sauce, hummus, salad 

and fruit. In spite of all the 

concern about the weather, we 

had a wonderful day. 

Ethiopia 2 

Eritrea 2 

Sudan 3 

Somalia 1 

El Salvador 5 

Kuwait 1 

Tunisia 1 

Iraq 6 

Libya 1 

Albania 3 

Uk  8 

 33 

 

It was a nice day. It was a nice jungle. 

We were happy because we walked 

and it was really good for your body. 

We always liked going to the woods 

and we would like going to the 

countryside.  We were tired and 

exhausted and we were hungry. But 

when we came back we had a nice 

meal and everything was perfect. I 

hope we could come back again 

soon. Thank you so much. 

 

I’m very glad to visit this place 

because I enjoy to visit any place that 

I had never seen before. I would like 

to thank all these people who help 

me to visit this place.  

 

Was good. New friends. It was very 

wonderful and more than I expected! 

I get a chance to meet new people 

and to have friends. The view was 

good. I see the other side of 

Doncaster. 

 

I am enjoy with meal in meeting 

house and walk in Sandall Beat. I am 

happy with meal special Ethiopian 

food. I have eaten injera and enjoy 

with it.   
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CAST – a theatre of 

sanctuary 

By Nicola Doyle [Community 

Producer CAST] 

On 28 November 2019, CAST was 
officially recognised as a Theatre 
of Sanctuary, for performing 
welcome through its social seats 
programme and its commitment 
to inclusivity. 
This award recognises that Cast is 
a safe space for sanctuary seekers 
and our previous and ongoing 
commitment and work 
supporting people seeking 
asylum and refugees. We are 
delighted to be the first theatre in 
South Yorkshire to be awarded 
‘Theatre of Sanctuary’ status and 
join the ranks of Leeds Playhouse, 
The Young Vic and Wakefield 
Theatre Royal amongst others. 
 

 
 
Since opening in 2013, Cast has 
had a track record for inclusion, 
fairness, openness and 
community belonging, But with 
all that said, we knew there were 
multiple barriers that prevent 
people from having an equal 
opportunity of access to the arts 
and since 2013 we've worked 
every day to address that. 
  

In 2016 a handful of colleagues 
decided that we needed to have a 
more strategic way of 
understanding and meeting the 
needs of our most vulnerable 
local people, and with the 
generous help of The Paul 
Hamlyn Foundation we were able 
to create Social Seats, and 
worked together with some of 
our most vulnerable (and most 
exciting, loving, beautiful, 
inspirational) local people to learn 
from them and change the way 
we do things.  
 
So it's fair to say that what 
started as a gathering of the 
willing, has become a movement 
of the people.  
  
By opening up, and letting the 
people change us, your theatre 
has been transformed.  
  
Part of this programme were a 
very special group of people - the 
men, women, children, 
volunteers and friends of 
Doncaster Conversation Club, 
Doncaster Minster Literacy 
Project and the Refugee Council.  
  
Since welcoming our sanctuary 
seekers as equals and partners to 
share in our spaces some amazing 
things have happened.  We've 
watched performances together, 
written poetry together, spoken 
Truth to the Power together, 
written plays together, pretended 
to be trees doing physical theatre 
together and now we're working 
with the National Theatre to 
perform in a production on our 
stage - together with over 100 
other local participants.  

Over the next few years we will 
redouble our efforts to not only 
be inclusive of our sanctuary 
seeker community but benefit 
from their world views, work 
alongside them as advocates, 
welcome their children to play 
with our own and develop artists 
from refugee and asylum seeker 
backgrounds. 
  
We will develop a volunteering 
programme, the first of its kind 
for Cast, which will see sanctuary 
seekers join alongside their fellow 
Doncastrians in flagship creative 
opportunities.  
  
We are committed to tackling 
hate, racism and divisions in our 
communities. We will work with 
our partners DN4ALL to raise 
awareness in the wider 
communities around tolerance 
through projects of unity.  
 

 

 

Preparing for Public Acts 

FORTHCOMING DATES 

07 December Open Day at St 

John’s Church, Balby 10.00 – 
14.00 
 
27 December The quartet of 

musicians from AVID (Awaken 
Village Interest in Dance) have 
again offered to lay on a ceilidh 
/ barn dance for DCC at St 
James' Church Hall.  6-9pm 
 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Community/DN4all-1809295895772392/
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Zaytuna, a delicious 

treasure 

By Denise Cann [DCC volunteer] 

What comes to mind when you 
think of Doncaster? The Meeting 
House, of course!    Racing? The 
demise of the pits? Railways? 
Look a bit further… 

 
When you visit Doncaster’s newly 
refurbished Wool Market, you’ll 
find Zaytuna. There you’ll be 
greeted with freshly cooked, 
vegan, Syrian food with its 
colours, tastes and textures of 
somewhere far away. It has been 
a long journey. 

 
The story started in Syria when 
Thabet, a well-qualified heating 
and air-conditioning engineer, 
was forced to leave his home and 
family. He crossed several 
countries before arriving in the 
UK in 2013. Eventually things 
progressed and his family was 
able to join him in 2015. 

 
Thabet wanted to work, needed 
to work. He volunteered with St. 
Ledger Homes plying his trade. 
There was an attempt to build a 
business recycling washing 
machines and fridges and a year 
at Amazon.  

 
Then, encouraged by the sheer 
pleasure expressed by guests 
when meeting the food on 
Thabet and Rania’s welcoming 
table, the catering began. Firstly, 
catering for various voluntary 
organisations, including a 
barbecue for over 100 people, an 
open event at Doncaster Minster 

and more. Seeing the responses 
to these, friends encouraged 
them to take the next step. 

 
There was thorough preparation 
before embarking on the voyage 
to the Wool Market, including  
Health and Safety and  Food 
hygiene qualifications. Rania’s 
previous retail experience has 
also helped, but ‘we continue to 
learn the rules and feel our way’. 

 
It’s so important that people who 
make the UK their home having 
claimed asylum have 
opportunities to build new lives 
for themselves and their families 
and that means finding work and 
being able to participate fully in 
society. They in turn will be able 
to offer opportunities to others 
and so the positive effects are 
passed on. Rania and Thabet, in 
what they have achieved, take us 
beyond the label of Refugee to 
meet real people, with real skills. 
People with commitment, 
determination and vision. 
 
SO! Next time you visit ‘Donny’, 
you won’t have to dig for 
treasure. Eat a Zaytuna falafel or 
enjoy the taste of the hummus 
and remember all the hidden 
ingredients. They will taste more 
amazing and more delicious. 
 

 

This expanded 

anniversary edition 

Special thanks to all our contributors.   

We have invited contributions to 

reflect different aspects of the work 

of DCC and our various links with the 

wider community of Doncaster and 

with friends and supporters in 

different parts of the world. 

Brief news headlines 

1. AIRE Service: Call for Action to 
Address Asylum Support Contract 
Failings 

Asylum Matters has come together 

with more than 100 local and 

national organisations operating 

around the UK to support people in 

the asylum system to draw attention 

to the failings in the new Home 

Office contract for asylum support. 

The new service, delivered by 

Migrant Help, is intended to provide 

advice and guidance to service users 

on the asylum process. However, it 

has resulted in drastically increased 

waiting times for asylum support 

applicants, leaving many destitute 

and forced to rely on local charities 

to meet their basic living needs. 

 2. New Parliamentary Report on the 

safety of asylum seekers 

The report, compiled by the Foreign 
Affairs Select Committee, says that 
“A policy that focuses exclusively on 
closing borders will drive migrants to 
take more dangerous routes, and 
push them into the hands of criminal 
groups.” It comes in the wake of the 
tragic deaths of 39 people whose 
bodies were found in a lorry 
container in Essex last month.  
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A view from 
the edge 
Doncaster 

Conversation 
Club 

Newsletter 

Based at the 

 
Quaker Meeting House 

Off St James St 

 Doncaster DN1 3RH 

 To receive a copy of this newsletter by email, send a message to 
Paulfitzp@aol.com 

Please send your contributions and suggestions to the same address. 

Doncaster Conversation Club offers opportunities for local people 
and people who have sought asylum in the UK to join together to 
share friendship, while offering support and practical help.  

  

The Club seeks to create a relaxed, friendly and supportive environment,  
and works on the principles  of  

Ownership – everyone can get involved  

Impartiality – it is not affiliated to any political or religious body 
Confidentiality – what you say is private  

Respect – for each other’s differences and individuality.  

  

DCC is pleased to acknowledge the support of Doncaster Society of 
Friends (Quakers), The Red Cross, The Refugee Council, Migrant 
Help, DIAL Doncaster, The Doncaster Clinical Commissioning 
Group, IAPT, St Leger Homes, Club Doncaster Foundation, Ongo, 
YMCA, DARTS, CAST, DEMRP, Changing Lives, The Health Bus, 
Fareshare, The Brelms Trust, The Ruth Hayman Trust, Doncaster 
Minster, Doncaster Central Library, Doncaster Museum, 
Doncaster Prison Bikes project and Doncaster College. 

 

The Doncaster Conversation Club is run entirely by volunteers with the 
support of occasional grants for specific activities. 

  

 

 

 
The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual 
contributors. 

 

Paul FitzPatrick 
Doncaster Conversation Club 
Doncaster, South Yorkshire 

Registered Charity number 1159775 
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