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Last Sunday I caught by chance 

on the radio Nina Simone’s 1967 

song of liberation.  One particular 

verse seemed so close to the 

situation of people seeking asylum.  

     I wish I could give 

     All I'm longin' to give 

     I wish I could live 

     Like I'm longin' to live 

     I wish I could do 

     All the things that I can do 

     Though I'm way overdue 

     I'd be starting anew.  

That same morning I had 

already seen the hysterical 

headlines of the right-wing 

press: ‘Seize the migrant boats in 

Calais – Fury over Dad’s Army 

response to crisis’ (Mail on Sunday) 

and the Sunday Telegraph’s claim 

that the Defence Secretary has 

offered military support ‘to try to 

stem the flow of migrants across the 

Channel’.  The reaction seemed 

totally disproportionate to the reality 

of the situation. There was no 

consideration of the possibility of 

making an asylum claim, no mention 

of our responsibilities as signatories, 

and presumably upholders, of the 

1951 Refugee Convention, no 

recognition of the way in which the 

border regime actually operates. 

The framing of the situation of 

‘migrants’ crossing the ‘English’ 

Channel (itself an interestingly 

possessive term) in terms of crisis 

and chaos, as if the country was 

facing a powerful invading force, is 

born of fear and ignorance.  Nina 

Simone once defined ‘feeling 

free’ as ‘having no fears’.  None 

of us will be free until we learn 

to overcome our fear of the 

other.  And we can only do this 

together.  

 

Tenpin Bowling 

Page 2 

 

Christmas Gathering 
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‘I wish I knew how it would feel to be free’ 
By Paul FitzPatrick 
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The DCC Trustees 
 
By Alan Robinson [Chair of 
Trustees] 
 

DCC is a registered charity. This 
means we can get public money for 
what we do, and we don’t have to 
pay tax on any surplus that we make 
– it can all go straight back into our 
funds. We are registered with the 
Charity Commission as what is 
known as a ‘charitable incorporated 
organisation’.  
 
We have to work within a 
constitution, which tells us what we 
can and can’t do, and acts as the 
written agreement between all of us 
involved with DCC. The constitution 
says what our ‘charitable objects’ 
are. These have to be approved by 
the Charity Commission as being for 
the public benefit. Our objects are:-  
 
‘to relieve the needs of people in 
Doncaster who are seeking asylum or 
who have been granted refugee 
status for the public benefit by 
providing resources and services 
which will help them to adapt within 
a new community.’ 
 
We have to work within our objects, 
but this gives us quite a wide scope 
to do what we do already and to do 
new things.  
 
All charities must have trustees. 
These are the people whose job is it 
to manage the charity and make sure 
that the money is spent on our 
charitable purposes. Our constitution 
allows us to appoint trustees as we 
need them. We have to have at least 
three, and no more than ten. At the 
moment we have seven trustees. 
They are:-  
 

 Nic Burne 

 Jan Foster 

 Ann Hindley 

 Akeela Mohammed 

 Basil Nadeem 

 Simon Phailly 

 Alan Robinson  
 
You probably know most of these 
people from Thursday afternoons, 
but the two trustees you may not 
know so well are Ann and Alan. They 
are both members of Doncaster 
Quaker Meeting, and both have long 
experience of being charity trustees. 
Our aim is to maintain a close link 
between DCC and the Quaker 
Meeting whose premises we use on a 
Thursday. Alan is Clerk of Doncaster 
Meeting, and is also a lawyer with a 
legal practice which works with many 
small charities. He set up DCC as a 
charity. Ann is a community 
development consultant, and knows 
a lot about how small groups 
operate, as well as having a good 
knowledge of local funders and what 
we can apply for in order to do our 
work. None of the trustees is paid 
anything for what they do.  
 
We meet every couple of months or 
so in order to make sure that 
everything is working well. On our 
last agenda we covered the following 
things:- 
 

 How much money we have, 
and whether our accounts 
system is working well 

 How we should make sure 
that children who come to 
Conversation Club are looked 
after and do not cause any 
problems 

 How we safeguard the 
people who come, including 
the volunteers, from any 
kind of danger or abuse 

 How our fundraising is going; 
whether there is anything 
more we should be looking 

for money to do, and where 
we might apply for it.  

 Data protection; what we do 
with all the information we 
get from the people who 
come on Thursdays, how 
long we should keep it, and 
how we make sure it is being 
kept safe.  

 The end of year accounts 
which we need to have for 
the Charity Commission – we 
are publicly accountable for 
how we spend our money.  

 What plans we need to make 
for the future.  

 
You will see that there is a lot going 
on behind the scenes to make sure 
that DCC operates effectively!  As 
trustees we are glad to do this work. 
It means we can keep things going, 
and that we have information which 
we can share with others who want 
to set up something similar.  
 
.  
 

FORTHCOMING DATES 

02 January Barn dance at St 

James’s Church 6 – 9pm 

05 January Meal at 

Stainforth Church 

08 January Swimming for 

ladies, at Edlington Baths 

09 January English classes 

at Doncaster Minster resume 

13.00. 

27 January Holocaust 

Memorial Day 
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Tenpin Bowling 
 
A group of more than 20 of us 
enjoyed an afternoon of tenpin 
bowling at the Doncaster Bowl in 
early December. 
 
For some, it was their first experience 
of this kind of bowling.  Some, even if 
novices, displayed accomplished 
skills.  
 

 
 

Some comments from those who 
took part 
 
It was amazing day and I enjoyed 
a lot as I spent lovely time with 
friends and played games. The 
place was entertainment and I 
loved to spend my spare time. I 
would like to express my 
appreciation to those who 
arranged this time for us. I look 
forward to do it again. 
 
I really enjoyed playing bowling 
with my friends in Doncaster. It’s 
fun playing, sharing experiences 
with people coming from different 
parts of the world, having different 
cultural, traditional backgrounds. 
Moreover it is new experience to 
most of us playing bowling and it 
helps a lot in making us feel 
comfortable, socialize and at 
home. At last I want to thank to all 

the participants and organizers for 
making this possible. 
 
It is nice day. I real enjoying 
playing this game. It is my first 
time to play. I just saw on TV. If 
we can come again I like that. All 
of us like one family. We have 
support each other. Thanks for all 
who help us to play this. 
 
I’m enjoyed today to play bowling. 
I have nice time with my team. I 
will like come again to bowling. I 
really enjoyed today. Thank you. 
 
Yes I’m enjoyed today because 
first time to came here this place 
and we are enjoyed with friend so 
much and we are enjoy to play a 
nice playing with friend. And I 
thank so much for the team 
Meeting House. 
 
Yes, I am enjoyed with this game. 
I am very happy. I thanks anybody 
here. 
 
It is very fantastic player. End 
today I am very happy to playing 
this game because I was saw in 
TV and today played with my 
hand – and thanks any body here. 
 
Today good with friends. I enjoy 
bowling. I am happy. 
 

 
 
I enjoyed myself, just been out 
with others is very good. 
 
First of all I would like to say 
thanks so much for this day. I 
enjoyed the day because the first 
time in my life I play this bowling. 

That why I am so happy. I enjoyed 
the day. 
 
I spent lots of funny times with my 
friends. We had a great challenge 
with them. 
 
Yes I enjoyed the day soooo 
much. Because we are all 
together playing and laughing. It’s 
really nice to do some activity. It’s 
work as a stress reliever. 
 
Yes it very enjoyed today because 
I didn’t play this game in my life – 
and meet new people here. It is 
very nice today. 
  

 
 

Christmas gathering 
 

DCC did not open officially on 
Thursday 27 December with its 
usual range of services.  Instead 
there was an informal ‘drop-in’ for 
anyone who wanted to socialise 
and enjoy some music, games 
and activities. 

 



A VIEW FROM THE EDGE DONCASTER CONVERSATION CLUB 
NEWSLETTER | Issue 50  

4 

 

 

stss 

Still an ordeal: The move-
on period for new 
refugees 

The 28-day move-on period in the UK 

is leaving refugees on the brink of 

extreme poverty. Evidence from 

people who use Red Cross services 

shows that newly recognised 

refugees are struggling after 

successfully applying for asylum. 

Many can’t move from asylum 

support to mainstream benefits and 

employment within the 28-day 

period afforded to them by the 

Home Office. 

The new Red Cross report, Still an 

ordeal: The move-on period for new 

refugees, examines the experiences 

of people who use British Red Cross 

refugee services. Their stories help 

explain why many new refugees fall 

into poverty so soon after getting a 

positive decision on their asylum 

application.  

In 2014, BRC published a report that 

showed the move-on period was an 

ordeal for new refugees. Four years 

on, despite some positive policy 

changes in the intervening years, it is 

still an ordeal. Further changes are 

now needed, including extending the 

move-on period to at least 56 days. 

Key findings 

Twenty-eight days is not enough 

time for newly recognised refugees 

to move onto mainstream benefits or 

find somewhere new to live.  All 26 

refugees who took part in our 

research faced problems and were 

left without their most basic needs 

for up to 72 days. 

Universal Credit has made it almost 

inevitable that refugees will be left 

without support. An automatic 35-

day wait to receive the first Universal 

Credit payment is completely 

incompatible with the 28 days 

afforded to newly recognised 

refugees to access Universal Credit. 

The safeguards within the Universal 

Credit system to ensure claimants 

are not left without support are 

often not accessed by refugees. They 

are often unaware that they are 

eligible or cannot receive them 

because they don’t have a bank 

account. 

Who’s affected? 

The British Red Cross supports 

around 15,000 refugees and asylum 

seekers each year who are extremely 

poor and facing destitution. One in 

five have refugee status. 

We give them help such as food 

vouchers, as they’re unable to meet 

their basic living needs. 

What needs to change? 

Since 2014, the government has 

made a number of changes to help 

refugees after they get their asylum 

decision. But our research shows that 

more needs to be done. 

All parties involved need to work 

better together to make sure that 

fewer people are left without 

support following the ‘move-on’ 

period. This includes the Home 

Office, Department for Work and 

Pensions, JobCentre Plus, refugees 

and the charities working with 

refugees during this period. 

We’ll be working with the 

government to make this happen – 

and continue to help those who have 

the right to a life here.  

 

Red Cross call to decision makers: 

Extend the move-on period to at 

least 56 days, to avoid a break in 

support.  

Provide more support to newly 

recognised refugees to help them 

navigate the move-on period and 

apply for Universal Credit.  

Ensure that newly recognised 

refugees are able to open bank 

accounts more quickly and easily.  

      Poem 

By Alfred Thananchayan 

WE ARE........ 
________________ 
 
Cats and rats are different 
Fish and crabs are different 
Lakes and rivers are different 
Mountain and hills different 
Rice and bread  
East and West is different 
Van Gogh and Picasso different 
Coconut, hazelnut different 
Rock and rap  
Black and white different 
Brown and yellow also different 
India and China 
English and French  
Siberian, Nigerian different 
Somalians different, 
Sudanians different 
Donny and Barnsley  
Bentley and Balby different 
Girls and boys are different 
Young and old mind different 
Left and right different 
From mother child is little different 
Tea and coffee is different 
Chilli and cheese..... 
He and she is different 
They, we different 
Jew and you different 
You and me much much different 
But  
I love your different. 
 

https://www.redcross.org.uk/-/media/documents/about-us/research-publications/refugee-support/move-on-period-report.pdf
https://www.redcross.org.uk/-/media/documents/about-us/research-publications/refugee-support/move-on-period-report.pdf
https://www.redcross.org.uk/-/media/documents/about-us/research-publications/refugee-support/move-on-period-report.pdf
https://www.redcross.org.uk/-/media/documents/about-us/research-publications/refugee-support/move-on-period-report.pdf
https://www.redcross.org.uk/-/media/documents/about-us/research-publications/refugee-support/move-on-period-report.pdf
https://www.redcross.org.uk/-/media/documents/about-us/research-publications/refugee-support/move-on-period-report.pdf
https://www.redcross.org.uk/get-help/get-help-as-a-refugee
https://www.redcross.org.uk/get-help/get-help-as-a-refugee
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Sri Lanka update 
 

By Alfred Thananchayan 

 

The Sri Lankan army’s pitiless 

onslaught involving artillery 

fire and aerial bombardment of 

innocent Tamil civilians and the 

gruesome execution of 

surrendered Tamil Tiger cadres, 

which began in 2009, should not 

go unpunished.  

 

 
 

When we met our local MP, Dame 

Rosie Winterton, we humbly 

requested the British 

government to apply pressure on 

the Sri Lankan government to find 

a political solution for the long 

standing Tamil question and to 

support the UN resolution to bring 

the culprits to an international war 

crimes tribunal. This is our 

emotional appeal.  We have been 

genuinely moved by the recent 

history, very similar to and yet 

very different from our own – of 

the Serbian war in Bosnia and the 

war crimes tribunal hearings.  We 

fear that Russia or China will use 

their veto at the UN to prevent 

action being taken. 

 

We ask this at a time when Sri 

Lankan rulers have encountered 

international opprobrium because 

of the undemocratic removal of 

the Prime Minister by the 

President, a situation which 

remains unresolved. 

 

We also want to make it clear that 

we are not seeking a separate 

Tamil state within Sri Lanka but 

some form of federal solution 

which recognises the aspirations 

of the Tamil people.  We do not 

represent the Tamil Tigers and we 

are well aware that the Tamil 

Tigers also committed many 

crimes against humanity in the 

course of the struggle. 

 

City of Sanctuary 
Regional Gathering 

 

DCC was represented at the City 
of Sanctuary Regional Gathering 
in Leeds on 8 December, which 
was an excellent opportunity to 
showcase some of the range of 
activities undertaken by CoS 
groups in the Yorkshire and 
Humber region, including hosting 
weekends, sanctuary suppers, 
council engagement, Poetry 
Festivals, ESOL, befriending and 
schools of sanctuary.  The 
Wakefield group have produced a 
video which we were unable to 
see on the day but it can be seen 
via this link here.   
 
There were many offers to 
support each other across the 
region, notably including 
 

 York CoS offers a "Welcome to 

York" Day out to refugees and 

asylum seekers across the region. 

DCC has already benefited from 

this 

 Mary Brandon of Asylum 

Matters is willing to do 

presentations and workshops on 

campaigning and the Lift the Ban 

coalition for groups around the 

region. There is the possibility of 

setting up a regional workshop on 

campaigning, to take place in 

Leeds in spring 2019. 

 Rose McCarthy offered the 

powerful photo exhibit created 

by Leeds CoS for use across the 

region. If you would like more 

information about that display, 

and/or the maternity stream more 

generally, please contact Rose at 

Rose.McCarthy@refugeecouncil.o

rg.uk 

 Katherine Maxwell-Rose of IMiX 

has produced a list of top ten tips 

for using social media. 

 
A few on-going national/regional 
CoS items which you/your group 
can get involved in:  

 Schools of Sanctuary. There will 

be a 3-4 hour workshop dedicated 

entirely to supporting groups with 

the SoS stream in Yorkshire to be 

held on 23 March 2019, in Leeds. 

If you are interested in attending, 

or have names of people who 

might want to attend, please get in 

touch.   

 Gardens of Sanctuary has just 

launched its new resource pack -- 

get more information here 

 Classical pianist Margaret 

Fingerhut has made more dates 

available for CoS groups wishing 

to have her come perform as part 

of a fundraising effort. For more 

information, please check here. 

 Stories of Sanctuary is a 

community songwriting project 

bringing together local residents 

and Syrian refugees living in 

County Durham through creating 

new music together. We have 

produced an album of songs, with 

singer-songwriter Sam Slatcher, 

featuring viola player Raghad 

Haddad from the National Syrian 

Orchestra, and a choir of local 

Syrian refugees. They are 

currently crowd-funding to support 

them to be able to take the tour 

across the UK.  

 
With thanks to Sara Trewhit of CoS 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tEjaH3OHKvI
mailto:Rose.McCarthy@refugeecouncil.org.uk
mailto:Rose.McCarthy@refugeecouncil.org.uk
https://cityofsanctuary.org/group-activities/gardens-of-sanctuary/
https://cityofsanctuary.org/2018/08/02/an-opportunity-for-your-city-of-sanctuary-group-to-have-a-fundraising-recital-given-by-acclaimed-pianist-margaret-fingerhut/
https://samslatcher.bandcamp.com/album/stories-of-sanctuary
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Book Review 

By Joe Forde 

 

Welcome to Sheffield: a Migration 

History 

By David Price 

Sheffield based historian, David 

Price, author of the well-received 

Sheffield Troublemakers: Rebels and 

Radicals in Sheffield History (2011), 

has recently published a study on the 

history of migration into Sheffield 

from 1500 to the present day. The 

book benefits from being well 

structured and organised in it its 

presentation of material, befitting 

the professional background of the 

author, a retired senior civil servant. 

Like Sheffield Troublemakers, it is 

written in a highly accessible style, 

with many photographs that help 

illuminate the subject area. Yet, as 

with Sheffield Troublemakers, it is 

based on meticulous historical 

research, and David displays an 

obvious empathy for― and 

understanding of― those he is 

writing about.  

David’s account covers migrants’ 

journeys to Sheffield from all over 

the world, with several chapters 

dedicated to the specific 

geographical areas from whence 

they came. He identifies the reasons 

for their migration, often rooted in 

the city’s industrial history and the 

need for immigrant workers to 

supplement indigenous ones in the 

quest for increased steel output and 

the products that came from it. He 

also covers the way migrants have 

been received into Sheffield, often 

with a warm welcome, although 

there are references to racial 

tensions that have emerged on 

occasions.  One gets to learn of 

migrants’ personal experiences, 

including accounts of refugees who 

came to Sheffield, and what they left 

behind.    

     

David also explores the psychological 

challenges some migrants have 

faced, often from having to 

overcome language and other 

cultural barriers so as to arrive at a 

point of feeling they ‘belong’. Those 

forced to leave their countries of 

origin often have to deal with the 

stress of knowing the troubles faced 

by those back home. They also have 

to endure the cultural loss of their 

children ceasing to speak their 

indigenous language.   One response 

is the sheer heroism of the Yemeni 

Sheffielders living on almost nothing 

in appalling circumstances in order to 

send remittances home.  

There are examples of how 

Sheffield’s civic organisations: its 

local council, its churches, its 

charities etc. have helped migrants 

to settle in, and how they continue 

to. Sheffield was the first City of 

Sanctuary, a movement that began in 

2005 and has since grown into a 

national organisational support 

network for migrants, that seeks to 

provide a welcome to those who are 

seeking sanctuary in Britain, as well 

as practical support and advice.  A 

proportion of the sales of David’s 

book has been earmarked for 

distribution to the City of Sanctuary, 

Sheffield.  

Overall, David’s account paints a 

positive picture of the contribution 

that migrants have made to 

Sheffield’s history, and that they 

continue to make towards building 

its future. Sheffield’s history is one 

that is filled with accounts of how its 

ethnic diversity has become 

ingrained in its political, economic, 

social and cultural identity. These 

take many forms, from working in 

their faith communities to 

participating in political parties, 

campaigns, social and political 

struggles and artistic ventures. In 

part, this accounts for the city’s 

radical, dissenting streak. Thus, 

Welcome to Sheffield occupies 

common ground with David’s earlier 

study into Sheffield Troublemakers 

and they can profitably be read 

together for this reason.   

A copy of David’s book can be 

obtained directly from the author at 

the following email address: 

davidprice2@googlemail.com  
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Football in December 

 

Undeterred by the weather 

conditions, people have continued to 

turn up to pay football on Friday 

afternoons during December, with as 

many as 14 participants. 

Thanks to Club Doncaster Foundation 

for enabling this opportunity. 

 

Brief news headlines 

     The alarming situation in Sudan 

 

People took to the streets in the town 
of Atbara in north-eastern Sudan on 
December 19 to voice their 
grievances.  Other cities witnessed 
protests in the same day 
including; Qadaref, Nuhod, and 
Portsudan. Protests extended to 
other cities in the following day; 
Dongla, Barbar, Sennar, Elobaid, 
and the capital Khartoum. The third 
day saw the spread of protests to 
almost everywhere in Sudan. 

The protesters are calling for 
freedom, peace, justice and a change 
in leadership. The government of 
President Omar Al Bashir is 
responding with live ammunition, tear 
gas and stun grenades. Protesters 
who survive the deadly clashes 
simply regroup and return to the 
streets. 

"In most of Sudan's almost 170 cities 
and big towns, someone has been 
shot. In some of them, more than 15 
people have been shot. The shooting 
is happening through unofficial types 
of militia that the regime is using," 
says Khansaa Al Kaarib, a Sudanese 
human rights lawyer and activist. 

"For 30 years, this is what the 
Sudanese people have been getting 
from Bashir: Killing, killing, killing and 
more killing. People are simply fed up 
with this and they want to change this 
regime. They want to get out of the 
perception of a people lying under an 
ICC-wanted criminal, as soon as 
possible." 

Hundreds of people were targeted 
outside a mosque in Omdurman after 
activists called for protests to take 
place after Friday prayers. 

The Sudanese authorities have also 
been accused of arresting nine 
prominent opposition activists.  At 
least 19 people have died during nine 
days of anti-government protests, the 
government says. 

But Amnesty International said it 
believed that 37 protesters had been 
shot dead. 

In a joint statement, several groups 
involved in the protests said nine 
opposition leaders had been arrested 
in Khartoum. The individuals 
reportedly include Siddiq Youssef, a 
senior leader of Sudan's Communist 
Party, and leaders from the pan-Arab 
Ba'ath and Nasserist parties. 

A spokesperson for Sudan's 
intelligence agency - the National 
Intelligence and Security Service - 
denied any knowledge of the arrests.  

Protests first erupted in Sudan on 19 
December after the government 
announced price rises for fuel and 
bread. 

The protests have escalated into 
broader calls for an end to the 29-
year rule of President Omar al-Bashir. 
Activists accuse him of mismanaging 
the economy. 

Over the past year, the cost of some 
goods has more than doubled, while 
the Sudanese pound has plunged in 
value. 

Three-quarters of Sudan's oil wealth 
has been lost after the country's 
southern half voted to secede in 
2011, leading to the formation of 
South Sudan. 

Its economy has also been strained 
by over 20 years of US sanctions, 
which were lifted in October 2017. 
The US had introduced economic 
sanctions after accusing Sudan of 
sponsoring terrorist groups. 

The al-Bashir regime has been 
accused of widespread human rights 
abuses.  

In 2009 and 2010, the International 
Criminal Court (ICC) charged him 
with several counts of genocide, war 
crimes and crimes against humanity, 
and a warrant was issued for his 
arrest. 

 

The National Congress and General 
Bashir have been in power for 30 years 
depending on the strength of their 
security services and their military 
militias to stay in power and suppress 
the opposition movement. They 
directed the budgets of health, 
education and other social services to 
be spent on what is generally called the 
sovereign and security sectors. Absurd 
expenses that consume more than two 
thirds of the public budget. This 
reluctance to direct public fund to social 
service sectors has made the economic 
crisis even worse on the poorest 
groups, which now face their fate with 
no social protection net or any services 
from the public sector. Those people 
are the ones who are taking the streets 
now, driven by their will to live. 

Multiple sources including BBC, Al 
Jazeera, Deutsche Welte, Martin Plaut 



A VIEW FROM THE EDGE DONCASTER CONVERSATION CLUB 
NEWSLETTER | Issue 50  

8 

 

 

stss 

 
 

A view from 
the edge 
Doncaster 

Conversation 
Club 
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Based at the 

 
Quaker Meeting House 

Off St James St 

 Doncaster DN1 3RH 

 To receive a copy of this newsletter by email, send a message to 
Paulfitzp@aol.com 

Please send your contributions and suggestions to the same address. 

Doncaster Conversation Club offers opportunities for local people 
and people who have sought asylum in the UK to join together to 
share friendship, while offering support and practical help.  

  

The Club seeks to create a relaxed, friendly and supportive environment,  
and works on the principles  of  

Ownership – everyone can get involved  

Impartiality – it is not affiliated to any political or religious body 
Confidentiality – what you say is private  

Respect – for each other’s differences and individuality.  

  

DCC is pleased to acknowledge the support of Doncaster Society of 
Friends (Quakers), The Red Cross, The Refugee Council, Migrant 
Help, The Foyle Foundation, DIAL Doncaster, South Yorkshire 
Community Foundation, The Doncaster Clinical Commissioning 
Group, St Leger Homes, Club Doncaster Foundation, M25, 
Riverside Housing, DARTS, CAST, Fareshare, The Ruth Hayman 
Trust and Doncaster Minster.  

 

The Doncaster Conversation Club is run entirely by volunteers with the 
support of occasional grants for specific activities, currently from the Allen 
Lane Foundation, and the Wharfedale Trust  

  

 

 

 
The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual 
contributors. 

 

Paul FitzPatrick 
Doncaster Conversation Club 
Doncaster, South Yorkshire 

Registered Charity number 1159775 
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