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The vast majority of asylum seekers 
in the UK are not permitted to work.  
Instead of working, they receive 
welfare support from the Home 
Office, currently £37.85 per week.  
This level of support is judged by the 
Home Office to be sufficient to cover 
all their essential living needs.  Yet 
many asylum seekers live in poverty.  

This has led to ‘gap filling’ by civil 
society organisations: recent 
research by Lucy Mayblin and Poppy 
James identified a total of 142 
‘Refugee Third Sector Organisations’ 
focussed on alleviating poverty and 
destitution among asylum seekers, 
refused asylum seekers or refugees 
in England and Wales.   In 1990, 
there were just seven.  This suggests 
increased demand for their services, 
despite the decrease in asylum 
applications after 2005.  As the 
researchers point out, ‘asylum 
seekers and refugees should not 
have been placing such demand on 

the third sector since their support 
levels were said by the Home Office 
to be sufficient’. 

If the state did provide all the 
essential living needs of asylum 
seekers, there would be no social 
welfare role for organisations like 
DCC, yet more, not fewer, such 
organisations are coming into 
existence.  This increase correlates 
not with the numbers of asylum 
applications but with an ever more 
restrictive approach to the economic 
rights and entitlements of forced 
migrants in the UK.   

Providing for the essential living 
needs of asylum seekers is not a 
popular public provision, and creates 
a strong incentive for the 
government to fail in its duties 
towards them.  A presumption of 
welcome would create a very 
different situation for those seeking 
asylum. 

 

 

Outing to Cusworth 

Page 2 

 

Othello at CAST 

Page 3 

 

Voluntary organisations fill the gap 
By Paul FitzPatrick 
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Lift the Ban: Why People 
Seeking Asylum Should 
Have the Right to Work 

 

 
 

. Key Messages 

 

● People seeking asylum in the UK are 
effectively banned from working, 
which means they are forced onto 
asylum support whilst they wait for a 
decision on their asylum claim. 
● This forced inactivity is at odds with 
Government policy aimed at moving 
people away from welfare dependency 
and into work, increases the difficulty 
of integration for those who are 
eventually permitted to stay, and 
places an entirely unnecessary cost on 
the public purse. 
●The ban wastes the talents of those 
thousands who are unable to work, 
prevents them from living in dignity 
and being able to support themselves 
and their families, and doubles the risk 
of them experiencing a major mental 
health problem. 
● The Lift the Ban coalition is calling 
for the right to work for people seeking 
asylum, and their adult dependants, 
unconstrained by the Shortage 
Occupation List, after six months of 
having lodged an asylum claim or 
further submission. 
● A reform of the current policy would 
benefit around 11,000 people whose 
cases have been pending for more 
than six months and would offer them 

the opportunity to provide for 
themselves and their families. 
 

What’s the current situation? 
 
● People seeking asylum in the UK are 
effectively prohibited from working. 
They can only apply for permission to 
work if they have been waiting for a 
decision for over 12 months and only 
for jobs that are on the Government’s 
highly restrictive Shortage Occupation 
List. 
●The Home Office does not record 
how many people are granted 
permission to work nor how many of 
those people subsequently find a job. 
However, as organisations that work 
with people seeking asylum, we know 
that such cases are extremely rare. 
 

The Right to Work in the UK: a 
policy and legislation timeline 
● Up until 2002, people seeking asylum 
could apply for permission to work if 
they had been waiting for six months 
or more for an initial decision on their 
asylum claim. In July 2002, this 
provision was withdrawn except in 
‘exceptional cases’. 
● In February 2005, a new immigration 
rule was introduced to comply with the 
2003 European 
Directive on Reception Conditions for 
asylum seekers, which the government 
had opted into. This rule allowed 
people seeking asylum to apply for 
permission to work in the UK if they 
had been waiting for over 12 months 
for an initial decision on their asylum 
claim. 
● In 2010, the right to work after 12 
months was extended to those who 
have made further submissions on 
their claim; at the same time, however, 
the right to work was restricted to jobs 
on the shortage occupation list. 
 

What is the Lift the Ban campaign 
proposing? 
● The right to work should be granted 
to people seeking asylum, and their 
adult dependants, unconstrained by 

the Shortage Occupation List after six 
months of having lodged an asylum 
claim or further submission. 
● This change would represent a 
return to how the UK approached this 
issue under previous Conservative and 
Labour governments. Prior to 2002 
people seeking asylum could work if 
they had been waiting for more than 
six months for a decision. 

 
What are the arguments for 
reform? 
● It would support integration. For 
those who are eventually given 
refugee status, avoiding an extended 
period outside of work is key to 
ensuring their long-term integration 
into UK society and encouraging them 
to be self-sufficient. Early access to 
employment increases the chances of 
smooth economic and social 
integration by allowing refugees to 
improve their English, acquire new 
skills and make new friends and social 
contacts in the wider community. A 
recent study from Germany found that 
the longer the employment ban, the 
worse the subsequent employment 
trajectories of refugees. 
● It provides a route out of poverty. 
People seeking asylum are given just 
£5.39 per day to meet all their 
essential living costs, including food, 
clothing, toiletries and transport and 
often the cost of their asylum 
application. Forcing people to live in 
poverty for months, or even years at a 
time, while they seek safety from 
persecution, is inhumane and has a 
detrimental impact on their physical 
and mental health. Enabling people to 
work provides them with the human 
dignity of being able to provide for 
themselves and their families, if they 
are able. 
● The current system is wasteful. 94% 
of people seeking asylum want to 
work. 74% had secondary-level 
education and 37% had a degree 
(compared with 42% of the UK 
population). 
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● It would save money for the 
Government and provide an economic 
boost. People seeking asylum who are 
able to work would not need to be 
supported for extended periods and 
could contribute to the economy 
through increased tax revenues. We 
estimate that the net gain to the 
UK economy from this change could be 
£42.4 million. 
● The public support change. A recent 
study by British Future found that 71% 
of the public supports the right to work 
after 6 months. Notably there are large 
majorities in favour both among 
people who voted to leave the EU and 
those who voted to remain. 
● It would bring the UK into line with 
policy in all other comparable 
countries. The restrictive approach 
that the UK takes on right to work 
makes it an international outlier. In all 
comparable countries, people are 
given an opportunity to support 
themselves at an earlier stage and with 
fewer restrictions. For example, the 
USA, Spain and the Netherlands all 
allow work after 6 months, Germany 
and Switzerland after 3 months - and 
Canada allows work from day 1 and 
places a great emphasis on helping 
people support themselves. 
 
 
Lift the Ban is a coalition of more 
than 100 refugee organisations, trade 
unions, faith groups, businesses and 
others who are campaigning to win 
the right to work for people seeking 
asylum. 
Our new policy report: Lift the Ban: 
Why people seeking asylum should 
have the right to work 
Website www.lifttheban.co.uk 
Email: lifttheban@asylummatters.org 
 
 

 
 

 

Theatre visits in 
October 

 
1. Where we began 

 
Where would you go if every citizen was 
ordered to return to their place of birth? 
The SBC Theatre Company brought us 
'Where we Began'.  
 
Perhaps your parents were abroad on 
holiday and you arrived early. 
Perhaps they moved when you were a 
child. 
Where were you educated? 
What is your language? Is it spoken in the 
country of your birth? 
 
So many questions. These and others 
were explored through the performance of 
a series of 'pictures' illustrating the impact 
on individuals, family and community. We 
met five individuals, each with their own 
story, their own language, each with their 
own pain, each uprooted from home, 
career, education, culture and all that is 
safe and familiar. 
 
This was a simple vehicle making a 
complex, profound and powerful 
statement (which is reflected in the lived 
experience of many we meet). 
 

2. Othello 

 

 
 
The recent Othello production at 
CAST concentrated more than most 
on the outsider trying to fit in; Othello 
wore an ostentatious cross (from 
which he would draw a hidden dagger 
to kill himself at the end of the play), 
but in his pocket he kept his prayer 
beads.  
 
The play began with his secret 
marriage to Desdemona, but with the 
lovers declaring their vows in Arabic. 
This was a startling interpretation, but 

brought keenly into focus the 
troubling context of the 1604 play: 
European anxiety regarding the 
outposts of Christianity and the ever 
present threat from the 
"Mahomedan". What has changed? 
 
In addition to watching the play, 
members of DCC took part in 
workshops which explored some of 
its themes. These delivered a strong 
experience of equality, as we all 
shared experiences of love, jealousy, 
community and intimidation. 
 
The English Touring Theatre thanked 
CAST for DCC’s involvement - it was 
so brilliant to have a venue really 
engage with the project and it’s a total 
testament to your commitment to 
audience development and engaging 
with people in different ways. 
 

3. The Last Seam 
 

The play marks the closure of Hatfield 
Colliery in 2015, one of England’s last 
deep seam mines, in existence since 
September 1916.  The final closure 
came at two hours’ notice, with the 
loss of 430 jobs.  It is reckoned that 
20 years of coal was left 
underground.  The anger associated 
with the miners’ strike remains raw. 

It was written by Garry Lyons, who 
spent two years tramping the villages 
of Stainforth and Dunscroft, talking to 
ex-miners, their families and 
members of the community.  He has 
created a piece of verbatim theatre, 
the events recorded virtually word for 
word as told by those involved in the 
pit. 

The show was a fantastic opportunity 
to know the history of the area, 
bringing together economics, politics 
and local society. 

It emphasised the values practised in 
a traditional mining village, the care 
for the community, but without 
idealising the reality or domestic 
violence and mental health issues. 
The play addressed national issues 
but told them locally. 
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A special weekend 
 
By Ahmad, Borhan, Hibo, Kwestan, Marzia, 
Micheline, Mazra, Mohammed, Paul, 
Rebwar, Rose, Shano, Shatw, Vivian 

 

We travelled as a group to the 

Quaker-run Guesthouse at Grasmere 

in the Lake District for a weekend 

break sponsored by Glenthorne’s 

Welcome Project, which opens its 

doors to asylum seekers at regular 

times during the year.  Despite the 

long journey (made more difficult by 

frequent roadworks and other 

obstructions), and the constant 

drizzle, it became a very special 

weekend.  The weather did not 

prevent us from walking. 

For us all, the boat trip on Lake 

Windermere was a highlight.  A 

beautiful ship by the lakeside on 

Windermere, and an enjoyable sail 

from Ambleside to Bowness, 

stopping at Brockhole on the return 

journey.  It felt like you were starting 

a new life on the boat.  The views 

around the lake, and the green hills 

surrounding the towns, were 

beautiful, even when the mist came 

down.  The beautiful village of 

Bowness, with the houses made of 

stone.  We were greeted by very 

friendly swans! 

The autumnal colours of the trees 

everywhere, and the vegetation, 

including the bracken in the fields 

and the leaves blown by the wind.  

The height of the trees, different 

from Doncaster.  The trees, holly 

with its prickly leaves and bright red 

berries, the plants in the garden at 

Brockhole and especially at Rydal 

Hall in the quiet garden, including its 

sculpture trail. 

Another highlight was the lovely 

waterfall, with its specially built 

viewing room ‘The Grot’ constructed 

in 1668, visited by Wordsworth 

among others, and now a grade II 

listed building.  The Grot provides a 

window to frame and enjoy the 

lower Rydal Beck waterfall.  It 

became popular with the Picturesque 

Movement, an example of a wild and 

rugged scene to inspire dramatic 

landscape painting.  The waters 

among the green hills were calm and 

beautiful.  The total effect was 

calming, so that when we feel 

stressed and down and helpless, we 

could close our eyes and put 

ourselves in a green, waterfall place.  

It took away stress and loneliness 

and made us feel like a different 

person, forgetting the anxieties of 

daily life. 

 

In the same grounds there is the 

oldest sweet chestnut tree in the 

Lake District, more than 400 years 

old.  We joined hands in a circle 

around it.  We saw a red squirrel. 

On Sunday morning, instead of 

walking in the heavy rain, we stayed 

in the village.  We visited 

Wordsworth’s grave, Dove Cottage 

and the Wordsworth Museum.  

While living there from 1799 to 1808, 

Wordsworth composed the most 

famous and best-loved of his poems, 

and his sister Dorothy wrote her 

fascinating Grasmere journal.  The 

tour of the house offered something 

to everyone – the family rooms, the 

darkness, the 250 year old bed, the 

absence of running water, the 

kitchen, the cold.  We found it 

interesting to see how people live in 

the past and their culture, which 

helped to give us a better 

understanding of life today, and also 

to understand how life in the country 

is different from life in the towns. 

We thank Glenthorne for your 

hospitality, the good organisation 

and the knowledgeable guide.  The 

beds were comfortable, the rooms 

tidy, the food delicious, the 

breakfasts substantial, the villages 

peaceful.  People looked after us.  

They rang a bell for quiet before the 

evening meal.  We remembered the 

lives left behind, so much given up.  

The spirit of the house provided a 

contrast to a world which often 

seems bad and without hope, which 

encourages suspicion towards other 

people and takes away trust.  Here it 

was the opposite.  The smile of 

people and their welcome gives you 

hope, for you are not being treated 

as a statistic.  They want to help you 

and to know you as a person, apart 

from your case.  That is respect.       
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A visit to Cusworth Hall 

37 of us braved the chill to visit Cusworth 

Hall and grounds, and received an 

informative guided tour. 

Afghanistan 4 

Albania 1 

Angola 1 

Cameroon 1 

China 2 

Eritrea 3 

Ethiopia 1 

Iran 1 

Jamaica 1 

Kuwait 1 

Libya 1 

Morocco 1 

Saudi 1 

Somalia 1 

Sudan 6 

Syria 1 

Tunisia 1 

UK 8 

Zimbabwe 1 

    

Total 37 

Children 4 
  

 

 

By Tesfasellasie 

I enjoyed it because I saw the passing 

of history. Even this was because 

civilisation is derived from the 

history. I saw more things and 

learned how England is developed. 

I saw how people would dig for coal, 

and we saw traditions of the land 

and Doncaster. I love it.  The walking 

outside is good because I saw the 

river, and the rich people, they 

owned it all. 

 

Some other comments 

I enjoyed today because I met new 

people and I understand information 

about the house. Not like last time I 

did not understand. The lunch was 

delicious. 

Very interesting day. I like to walk 

around the lake and very things 

inside the window, listen to the stories 

about the things. 

Today was really beautiful day. We 

have seen lots of historic museum. It 

is essential to get knowledge about 

the town and the place what we saw 

today. I really appreciate all the 

volunteers helps us to visit and 

guides us about the museum. 

The trip today good. I learn a lot 

about Cusworth history. It was lovely 

day. The weather was not that great 

but we all enjoy yourself after 

showing around and having lunch 

together and chat.  

Today was really beautiful day. We 

have seen lots of historic museum. It 

is essential to get knowledge about 

the town or the place what we see 

today. I really appreciate all the 

volunteers helps us to visit of guides 

us about the museum. 

I really appreciate the plan you are 

managed for us as asylum seekers 

and refugees. People who arranged 

today’s plan are very kind and helpful. 

We got familiar with British culture in 

18th century, it was interesting. The 

tour leader gave enough and useful 

information about the history of the 

beautiful castle. 

I really enjoyed this place because 

the place is very good and I like the 

garden lake. I enjoyed with my 

children. I like the kitchen of this 

house. Is very old and I like old 

things. 

I really enjoyed this place because 

this place is very beautiful. I really 

loved how they showed us everything 

and about their past. How they live, 

how they ate. I liked the kitchen and 

the view from windows was fabulous. 

I would love to come here again. 

Yes. I really enjoyed my day. It was 

really lovely to see how the 

Doncaster people lives before and 

the walk in the garden and the view of 

the lake was really refreshing. Thank 

you very much for the lovely day out. 

 

FORTHCOMING DATES 

03 November Q-CAT 

Conference on the Abolition 

of Torture.  Friends’ House, 

London 10.30 – 16.30 

09 November ‘And the Beat 

Goes On’ – a play about 300 

years of nonviolent direct 

action.  Meeting House 

7.15pm 

12 November Sanctuary in 

Parliament event in the Atlee 

Suite, Portcullis House.  

14 November Can’t sleep, 

Bad dreams 

16 November Opening 

event for the Museum of the 

Moon: DN Light Night 

21 November Museum of 

the Moon Music Night: Under 

the same sky 

24 November DCC outing to 

York 

01 December World AIDS 

day 
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The Moon is coming 

to Doncaster! 

The Museum of the Moon is a new 

touring artwork by UK artist Luke 

Jerram. It will be installed in 

Doncaster Minster from 16 – 24 

November. 

The opening night – Friday 16 

November - will be a special 

occasion.  The Minster and its 

grounds will come alive with 

interactive light installations and 

performance.  This event is free, but 

tickets must be booked for a specific 

half an hour slot during the evening.  

This is DN Light Night.  There will be 

delicious international street food at 

pop-up stalls. 

 

The installation is a fusion of lunar 

imagery, moonlight and surround 

sound composition created by the 

award winning composer Dan Jones. 

Each venue also programmes their 

own series lunar inspired events 

beneath the moon.  Measuring seven 

metres in diameter, the moon 

features 120dpi detailed NASA 

imagery of the lunar surface. At an 

approximate scale of 1:500,000, each 

centimetre of the internally lit 

spherical sculpture represents 5km 

of the moon’s surface. 

Over its lifetime, the Museum of the 

Moon will be presented in a number 

of different ways both indoors and 

outdoors, so altering the experience 

and interpretation of the artwork. As 

it travels from place to place, it will 

gather new musical compositions 

and an ongoing collection of personal 

responses, stories and mythologies, 

as well as highlighting the latest 

moon science. 

Luke Jerram’s multidisciplinary 

practice involves the creation of 

sculptures, installations and live arts 

projects. Living in the UK but working 

internationally for 19 years, Jerram 

has created a number of 

extraordinary art projects which have 

excited and inspired people around 

the globe. Jerram has a set of 

different narratives that make up his 

practice which are developing in 

parallel with one another. He is 

known worldwide for his large scale 

public artworks. 

Other important events during the 

week include the Film Night on 

Saturday 17th, and the Music Night 

on Wednesday 21st.  

 

The Film Night involves showings of 

E.T. the Extraterrestrial, at 4.00pm, 

Steven Speilberg's classic movie 

following a gentle alien that crash 

lands on earth and is discovered and 

befriended by a young boy named 

Elliott; and Close Encounters of the 

Third Kind, at 7.30pm, the classic Sci-

fi about a power repairman searching 

for explanations after an encounter 

with an otherworldly spacecraft. 

On the Music night, a range of 

Doncaster choirs will come together 

to celebrate music, the moon and 

the international themes that bring 

us together as people.  It will feature 

key speakers alongside The Bentley 

Community Choir, Doncaster Minster 

Choir, Doncaster Minster Community 

Choir, Sharon Richard's Singing 

School, The South Yorkshire Police 

Male Voice Choir and the Quirky 

Choir, including a specially created 

group drawing singers from 

Doncaster's Conversation Club 

working with musicians Janet Wood 

and Lucky Moyo on a new piece. 

With upwards of 160 diverse voices 

joining together in the stunning 

Doncaster Minster and underneath 

the Museum of the Moon artwork 

which will be hanging in the minster 

that night, this is an event not to be 

missed. 

Mayor visits DCC 

The civic mayor, Cllr Majid Khan visited 

DCC on 25 October and spoke to 

members.  He was able to draw upon his 

immigrant background to relate to the 

experiences of people seeking asylum. 
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Football in Sheffield  

 

Some final instructions from the coach 

Our friends at Learn for Life, 

Sheffield, invited DCC United to join 

in a 5-a-side football tournament in 

Saturday 13 October. 

The event took place at the Umix 

Centre in Sheffield, which is also the 

home of FURD, Football Unites, 

Racism Divides. 

The first match produced a 

resounding victory, which seemed to 

demonstrate the value of the recent 

training!   The second match, despite 

much pressing, resulted in a slightly 

disappointing draw. 

This meant a penalty shoot-out for a 

place in the final, the conduct of 

which led to a certain amount of 

dispute, and we were eliminated. 

We enjoyed a generous lunch, the 

hospitality of our hosts, and the very 

welcome opportunity for people to 

meet up with others, now resident in 

different parts of the country, with 

whom they had shared different 

stages of their journey and had not 

seen since Calais or Italy. 

 

 

Brief news headlines 

1. Displacement in Ethiopia 

ACAPS has just published a new report 
on displacement in Benishangul-Gumuz 
and Oromia regions, Ethiopia. 

 Over 100,000 people have 
been displaced in 
Benishangul Gumuz (mainly in 
Kamashi Zone) and Oromia 
regions (mainly East Wollega 
and West Wollega zones) to 
flee ethnic violence.  

 There are indications that 
displacement continues to 
increase but the numbers 
remain unclear.  

 Urgent humanitarian needs are 
reported, including food, 
shelter, NFI and health. 

 With ongoing insecurity, 
access constraints are likely 
to prevent humanitarian actors 
from reaching some of the 
affected population as roads 
are blocked by rival groups. 

Source: ACAPS 

2. Home Office to Investigate Abuse 
of Immigrants in Asylum Detention 

The UK Home Office has agreed to 
carry out an independent inquiry into 
the mistreatment and alleged abuse of 
detainees held in its network of 10 
immigration removal centres (IRCs), 
following the threat of legal action. The 
inquiry will investigate accusations of 
both verbal and physical abuse in order 
to decide whether conduct was in 
breach of the detainees’ right ‘not to be 
tortured or treated in an inhumane or 
degrading way’. 

The Home Office has confirmed that 
the Prisons and Probation Ombudsman 
will investigate the reported abuse 
which was exposed by a whistle-blower 
in a Panorama undercover investigation 
in September 2017. The footage from 
the documentary Undercover: Britain’s 
Immigration Secrets brought to light 
threats, racist abuse, and physical 
attacks perpetrated against detainees, 
including the covered- up strangling of 
a man, by the centre’s G4S officers. 

Former and current detainees have 
reported being poorly treated; one said 
she felt like ‘an animal being taken to 
the slaughterhouse’. 

Source: ECRE 19 October 2018 

3. Use of chemical weapons in 
Syria 

A joint investigation by BBC 
Panorama and BBC Arabic shows for 
the first time the extent to which 
chemical weapons have been crucial 
to the war-winning strategy of 
President Bashar Al-Assad. 

It concluded that ‘there is enough 
evidence to be confident that at least 
106 chemical attacks have taken 
place in Syria since September 2013, 
when [President Assad] signed the 
international Chemical Weapons 
Convention (CWC) and agreed to 
destroy the country's chemical 
weapons stockpile'. 

 

Source: BBC 15 October 2018 

4. Remember the Uighurs 
 
What the Chinese government 

describe as ‘re-education’ centres 

hold a ‘low’ estimate of 500,000 and a 

staggering high estimate of up to 3 

million Uyghurs and other ethnic 

minorities. The vast majority of those 

detained have never been tried and 

committed no crime. 

Despite a growing wave of media 

attention and piling evidence, no 

country has taken action against 

China for these camps, nor for its 

blatant attempts to destroy the 

Muslim Uighur culture. 
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Quaker Meeting House 

Off St James St 

 Doncaster DN1 3RH 

 To receive a copy of this newsletter by email, send a message to 
Paulfitzp@aol.com 

Please send your contributions and suggestions to the same address. 

Doncaster Conversation Club offers opportunities for local people 
and people who have sought asylum in the UK to join together to 
share friendship, while offering support and practical help.  

  

The Club seeks to create a relaxed, friendly and supportive environment,  
and works on the principles  of  

Ownership – everyone can get involved  

Impartiality – it is not affiliated to any political or religious body 
Confidentiality – what you say is private  

Respect – for each other’s differences and individuality.  

  

The Club is pleased to acknowledge the support of Doncaster 
Society of Friends (Quakers), The Red Cross, The Refugee Council, 
Migrant Help, The Foyle Foundation, DIAL Doncaster, South 
Yorkshire Community Foundation, The Doncaster Clinical 
Commissioning Group, St Leger Homes, Club Doncaster 
Foundation, M25, Riverside Housing, DARTS, CAST, Fareshare, 
The Ruth Hayman Trust and Doncaster Minster.  

 

The Doncaster Conversation Club is run entirely by volunteers with the 
support of occasional grants for specific activities, currently from the Allen 
Lane Foundation, and the Wharfedale Trust  

  

 

 

 
The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual 
contributors. 

 

Paul FitzPatrick 
Doncaster Conversation Club 
Doncaster, South Yorkshire 

Registered Charity number 1159775 
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