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STANDING ALONGSIDE REFUGEES AND ASYLUM SEEKERS IN DONCASTER  IN THIS ISSUE 

                 

 

 

Some of us who went on the trip to 

Lincoln [see pages 2-3] met Don 

Sutherland over lunch at the Meeting 

House.  He guided us on our 

afternoon explorations, undeterred 

at the age of ninety-nine by Lincoln’s 

steep roads.  His experiences as a 

conscientious objector during the 

Second World War, and his 

membership of a pacifist farming 

community in Lincolnshire, have 

recently featured in a play by Ian 

Sharp, which captures many of the 

challenges faced by conscientious 

objectors, including the accusation of 

being enemy spies.  ‘It was so 

matter-of-fact, so traditional, the 

idea that you should fight for your 

country.  You don’t think about it 

until the time comes when you have 

to register.  Nowadays, we don’t 

have to think about it.  We pay our 

taxes and someone else does our 

dirty work.’ 

He made me think.  How can we 

maintain a spirit of thinking 

differently, of thinking outside the 

box, of moving outside our culturally 

conditioned assumptions, and of 

being open to the insights of others, 

no matter what their background is? 

Such openness might encourage us 

to ask: What would it be like if…?  

What would it be like if Doncaster 

was a place of welcome for asylum 

seekers rather than a place of 

dispersal?  Or the UK?  Or Europe? 

I would gratefully receive any 

suggestions in response to these 

questions! 

   

 

A visit to Lincoln 

Pages 2-3 

 

Share the journey 

Page 5 

Being open to challenge 
By Paul FitzPatrick 
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We all met at the Quaker Meeting 

House in Doncaster and travelled by 

coach.  We reached Lincoln around 

10.45.  In Lincoln we were welcomed 

with people from Lincoln, and we 

walked with them to the Cathedral.  

When we reached the Cathedral we 

were divided into two groups, one 

for the Arabic speakers and one for 

everyone else!  

 

The leader of our group was called 

Ann, from Lincoln.  She explained 

everything to us in a good way, and 

showed up different places inside the 

Cathedral.  Some interesting things 

about the Cathedral: 

 It was built in the shape of a 

cross, and was constructed 

of stone and marble 

 Since the foundations of the 

building were on top of 

stone, that means the 

Cathedral was built on the 

rock 

 There were various styles 

used in building the 

Cathedral including the 

Romanesque 

 The shrine to Saint Hugh was 

there too 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 For 238 years, between 1311 

and 1549, it was the tallest 

building in the world, and the 

first building to hold that title 

after the Great Pyramid of 

Giza 

 On a wall inside the 

Cathedral, the saw the ‘Imp’ 

and heard the legend about 

the devil 

 

 
 

After visiting the Cathedral, we went 

to the Quaker Meeting House in 

Lincoln.  People from the Meeting 

were so lovely and welcomed us with 

warm hearts and we felt at home.  

We had lunch there, with various 

food and fruits.  We ate and drank 

and really had fun and enjoyed it. 

From there we walked in groups.  

The second place to visit was called 

the Collection.  This is the county 

museum and art gallery for 

Lincolnshire.  It is a great place to 

visit and to spend time in, and 

absolutely free.  For people who 

drive to the place there is a small car 

park nearby.  It’s a really good 

museum, the staff are friendly and 

always there so that you can ask 

anything.  

 

 

 

After the Collection, we went to visit 

Lincoln Castle, and walked inside the 

Castle grounds.  It is of Norman 

origin and a very interesting place to 

visit.  

 

I really enjoyed our visit to the 

Castle.  We saw the Castle walls 

which provided a fantastic view of 

the city.  Plenty of photos were 

taken.  This was a good chance to see 

a significant place of historic 

importance. 

From the Castle we walked to the 

shop where everyone was given a 

ticket to go and get ice cream!  

People from the ice cream shop were 

so lovely and wonderful.  We 

enjoyed that too.  Then we walked 

back through the Cathedral grounds 

to board the coach back to Doncaster 

and reached the Meeting House by 

4.30pm. 

The tour was fantastic: thanks to all 

who made it possible. 

 
The mosaic shows a Kurdish flag created 

by Divan (age 10) 

A visit to Lincoln 

By Lucy Chande 
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The visit as seen by 
our hosts 

 

By Clare Lynch 

On Saturday 22nd September 2018 
Lincoln Quakers hosted for the 
second year running a group of 39 
asylum seekers from Doncaster 
Conversation Club. Men, women and 
children from Albania, Cameroon, 
Eritrea, Ethiopia, Iraq, Iran, Kuwait, 
Libya, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Sudan, 
Syria, and Zimbabwe arrived in the 
city by coach to be met by Ann 
Roberts and David Howard from 
Lincoln Quakers before being 
escorted to Lincoln Cathedral for a 
free tour. Commissioned by William 
the Conqueror the construction of 
the Cathedral began in 1072 and was 
consecrated in 1092, and is widely 
recognised as one of Europe’s finest 
Gothic buildings. 

A stroll down Steep Hill’s old cobbled 
straight lined with medieval houses 
and independent shops brought the 
group to the 1689 Quaker Meeting 
House.  Quakers had been busy all 
morning preparing food and 
refreshments to welcome our guests. 
After lunch there was free time for 
the group to explore the city at their 
leisure including visiting The 
Collection and Usher Gallery in the 
Cultural quarter of the city, walking 
in the grounds of Lincoln Castle, and 
ending the day with a free ice-cream 
from Claire’s independent Ice Cream 
Parlour in the Bailgate (which offers 
incredible ice-cream flavours 
including licorice!) before it was time 
to hop back on the bus to return 
home. 

The visit from DCC is an enriching 
opportunity for all concerned. It is a 
welcomed opportunity for Lincoln 
Quakers to live out our faith and 
embrace our common humanity as a 

living reality. George Fox (1624-1691) 
founder of the Religious Society of 
Friends, commonly known as the 
Quakers or Friends, wrote in 1656 
while in prison for his faith: 

‘Be patterns, be examples in all 
countries, places, islands, nations, 
wherever you come, that your 
carriage and life may preach among 
all sorts of people, and to them; then 
you will come to walk cheerfully over 
the world, answering that of God in 
every one.’  

It is a message that resonates 
significantly in an era that has 
witnessed a rise in far right politics, 
intolerance and ignorance. It is 
important to treasure and remember 
our common humanity and follow 
wholeheartedly the commandment 
to ‘love thy neighbour as thyself’. 

We look forward to welcoming 
Doncaster Conversation Club again 
next year. 

 

Further comments from those who 

took part 

‘My name is Parvaneh. I’m an asylum 

seeker in Britain. I arrived in England 

7 months ago. This journey to Lincoln 

was very interesting for me. I learned 

about the Lincoln cathedral. I’ve had 

lunch in the Meeting House in 

Lincoln. The atmosphere is very 

friendly. I really appreciate it. I really 

enjoyed the day. Hope to visit this 

city in the future once more’. 

‘Just walking around with others 

makes it good to come out’. 

 

‘I enjoyed by this day because you 

take us or take me to this trips and I 

am happy here with my friend’. 

‘I enjoyed the day. I have learned 

some of the history of Lincoln. 

History of cathedral church. I enjoyed 

meeting new people. I understand 

more than I can say. The food was 

good – thank you for that’. 

‘Today I am happy. I am enjoy. I like 

church. I like walk. I eat good like 

everyone. Thanks’ 

 

Friday football 

Numbers peaked in early September 
at 25.   

And playing would be a lot more 
difficult without football boots! 

 

 
A fine display of football boots 
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English classes at 
DEMRP - free 

Doncaster Ethnic Minority Regeneration 
Partnership 

 Learning for all Centre 61 A Carr House 
Road, Doncaster DN1 2BY 

 
 

 
 

1. Mondays 10.00 a.m. – 12.30 

p.m. 

Speaking and Listening  

The Monday class pays particular 

attention to those language 

functions required for SELT at A2 & 

B1 

2. Wednesdays 10.00 a.m. – 

12.30 p.m. 

Conversational English 

The Wednesday class concentrates 

on English as it is actually spoken in 

everyday situations. 

3. Thursdays 10.30 a.m.– 12.30 

p.m. 

Basic Skills and Language 

Integration 

Reading and Writing. 

 

4. Tuesdays 11.30 a.m. – 1.30 

p.m. 

Women’s Exercise and 

Healthy Eating sessions. 

 

5. Fridays between 10.00 a.m. 

& 2.00 p.m. Assisted 

computer based studies.  

From washing up to 
Signatory - A journey of life 

By Basil Nadeem 

When we came to the UK seeking 

protection, we faced many 

challenges having different 

thoughts in mind, frightened and 

depressed. The situations and 

circumstances we have been 

through made us living a fearful 

life, struggling to express or say 

anything, no aim or goal. Every 

passing day, just thank Almighty 

that the day passed without any 

trouble and we can still breathe. 

Being in that mental state full of 

fears and uncertainty it just put the 

life on hold. When I got in touch 

with Conversation Club for some 

work, for which I didn't have any 

idea what to do. I met someone 

speaking my language, it was very 

hopeful and I was happy to speak 

to someone in my own language. 

We know little bit of English but 

the way it is spoken in the UK is 

different, mainly due to accent and 

local terms in use. It was truly a 

blessing to meet someone 

speaking my language. We talked 

a lot over a cup of tea and a bun. 

Feeling a little bit confused I 

asked him if I can also help, and 

getting a positive response, I 

joined him in kitchen and I started 

with washing up. 

 

Over a period of time this little 

regular activity of 2 - 3 hours 

every week brought a very big 

change in my life. After that I 

brought my wife to the centre and 

she is also very happy to start and 

volunteer. Volunteering has bring 

a very Big Change in my family 

life.  Since this activity was only 

once a week, we started looking 

for other opportunities.  At the 

moment we are busy almost every 

day in a week. Volunteering also 

build my confidence to such a 

level that if I had to describe it in 

most simple way, I would say that 

from washing up to submission of 

accounts to company house for 

our community library. I have 

switched many roles in this 

journey, I have been offered 

signatory roles but unfortunately 

at the moment my circumstances 

does not allow me. I am confident 

and hopeful to get there one day.  
 

FORTHCOMING DATES 

02 – 06 October Othello at 

CAST 

06 October DCC outing to 

Cusworth Hall 

11 October Asylum Seekers 

Right to Work: free 

training 6.15 Sheffield.  

Organised by SYMAAG in 

conjunction with Lift the Ban, 

a new national campaign 

which seeks to win the right 

of people seeking asylum to 

work. SYMAAG is one its 

members.  The Sanctuary 

37-39 Chapel Walk, Sheffield 

13 October 5-a-side football 

tournament in Sheffield 

17 October Central Library, 

Sheffield 6pm.  David Price 

will talk about his new book 

on the history of migration to 

Sheffield. 

20 October Shut Down 

Morton Hall Immigration 

Removal Centre (IRC) 

protest Swinderby, nr Lincoln 

LN6 9PT, 12noon-3pm 

 

 

 
 
 

https://cityofsanctuary.org/2018/09/18/lift-the-ban-local-activism-pack/
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 Share the journey 
 

Parishioners alongside Ministers 
of Doncaster Deanery with 
Refugees and their families from 
Doncaster Conversation Club, 
enjoyed a sunny afternoon for the 
“Share the Journey” Walk a Mile 
Appeal , in solidarity with 
Refugees worldwide, made by 
Pope Francis during this year.  

 

On 2/9/2018, walkers registered 
in St Peters in Chains Church, 
Doncaster. The Walk took place 
in neighbouring Elmfield Park, 
marked out with 1/2 mile and 1 
mile routes. 

 
Volunteers (from Doncaster 
Parishes) supported registration 
and First Aid (thankfully not 
needed),  walked alongside 
Refugees living locally, chatting, 
listening and supporting with 
friends and new arrivals wherever 
needed. The distances covered 
varied from 1 mile to 6 miles each 
person.  

65-70 people participated in the 
walk and shared refreshments. 
Currently we calculate that 130+ 
miles were walked together 

 
 

Brief news headlines 

1. Cameroon 

Following the deaths of at least 
400civilians over the past year in 
Cameroon’s Anglophone regions, an 
Anglophone community conference 
scheduled for 21 and 22 November 
2018 could offer a decisive 
breakthrough. To succeed, 
international powers should 
encourage buy-in from separatist and 
government leaders alike. 
International Crisis Group commends 
the initiative of four religious leaders 
(from the Catholic Church, the 
Presbyterian Church and the Central 
Mosques of Bamenda and Buea) to 
organise an Anglophone General 
Conference in Buea, a city in 
Cameroon’s Southwest region. In 
April 2018, Crisis Group proposed the 
Catholic Church as a potential 
mediator in the ongoing conflict in the 
Anglophone regions (Northwest and 
Southwest). On 25 July, Cardinal 
emeritus Christian Tumi announced 
that this conference would take place 
on 29 and 30 August 2018. The 
organisers later postponed it to 21 
and 22 November. This delay is 
welcome as it allows for better 
preparation and could help ensure 
that all parties concerned participate. 

Source: International Crisis Group, 17 
September 2018 

https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/cen
tral-africa/cameroon/      

2. ‘Flows of migrants, flows of 
money’ 

Before the EU Heads of State 
meeting in Salzburg, Jesuits in Africa 
and Europe presented them with a 
petition for justice.  They protested 
against any narrative depicting 
migrants as a threat to Europe’s 
stability and prosperity, the treatment 
of migration from Africa as a criminal 
offence ("illegal migration"). 

Rather than going tough on 
symptoms, they argued, there is need 
to deal with the underlying root 
causes for those migratory 

movements, eg illicit financial flows, 
which prevent African countries from 
developing. 

Currently there is more money 
leaving Africa in illicit financial flows 
through aggressive tax evasion and 
money laundering, than is entering 
Africa in combined developmental aid 
and foreign direct investment. If 
Europe would support African 
governments in curbing those 
outflows, African states could secure 
much more funds for investing in 
infrastructure, education, and 
healthcare. This would, in the long 
run, keep Africans in Africa and 
ultimately curb illegal migration. 

3. Liberal Democrat policies 

Following the Liberal Democrat 
Conference, the new policies in the 
Policy Paper 131 and LD4SOS 
amendment #1 as adopted as part of 
F16 mean that they do now have 
policies on Family Reunion, 
restoration of Legal Aid, the Right to 
Work, Learning English, extension of 
the SVRPS scheme, and having 60 
days grace to move out of 
accommodation when granted leave 
to remain. 

4. Refugee voice play 

How to be Lucky is a theatre 

performance with an integrated 

workshop that seeks to examine 

aspects of the modern refugee 

experience of settling in the UK and 

particularly in the Yorkshire Region. 

The Story is of Anwar, a 30 year old 

Syrian man and his wider family, as 

he recounts his and their personal 

journey from Syria to the UK via initial 

displacement in neighbouring Jordan.  

The story of Anwar is the story of 

millions of people who each year 

nationally, regionally, globally find 

themselves forced to escape from an 

unbearable situation in the place they 

have always known as home.  

Performances will take place at 

venues in Scarborough, Sheffield, 

York, Leeds, Hull and Wakefield 

between 17th and 25th October. 

https://www.journalducameroun.com/en/anglophone-general-conference-postponed/
https://www.journalducameroun.com/en/anglophone-general-conference-postponed/
https://www.journalducameroun.com/en/anglophone-general-conference-postponed/
https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/central-africa/cameroon/
https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/central-africa/cameroon/
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/libdems/pages/43501/attachments/original/1533307951/Policy_Paper_131_-_clear_print.pdf?1533307951
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Blood Battle in Southern 

Cameroons 

By Vivian Ngum 

It is shocking to know that since 

October 2017, there hasn’t been any 

rest in Southern Cameroons.  Every 

day the people sleep with fear, not 

knowing whose blood is going to be 

poured on the ground when they 

wake up. 

Every day is a blood battle, as the 

people of Southern Cameroons faces 

with the government of Cameroon La 

Republique.  Blood everywhere, 

children’s blood, adults’ blood, 

soldiers’ blood, everywhere there is 

blood. 

The world is quiet about it.  The 

United Kingdom who is our mother, 

USA, France, who are the ones 

behind all this are also quiet because 

the blood is not pouring on them.  

The people of Southern Cameroons 

are still crying to the world, the 

human rights of nations to intervene 

and grant us our freedom. 

Blood is life but now in Southern 

Cameroons blood has not meaning 

because they see it every second, 

because of everything that the 

dictator of Cameroon, Paul Biya, is 

doing, for example in bringing 

French-speaking teachers and police 

commissioners to the English-

speaking zone.  He has been the 

President of Cameroon since 6 

November 1982.  But the people of 

Ambazonia will not stop campaigning 

until our freedom comes.  

Note: Ambazonia is the territory 

formerly known as the British 

Southern Cameroons. The name is 

derived from Ambas Bay, the bay at 

the territory’s sea coast directly 

facing the Island of Bioko. 

Strategically located in the Gulf of 

Guinea at the hinge of Africa, 

Ambazonia is bordered to the east by 

French-speaking Republic of 

Cameroun, to the west and north by 

Nigeria and to the south by the sea.  

The impact of 

French policies in 

Africa 

By Vincent Arah 

French Policies in Africa, a recipe for 

Conflict and underdevelopment 

The decolonisation process in Africa 

was not always peaceful, especially 

with regards to French colonies. 

France had agreed to the 

independence of it colonies 

somewhat reluctantly, and in some 

instances, it took armed struggle for 

France to finally agree to their 

independence. This is particularly 

true of Algeria and Cameroon. When 

the prospect of independence 

became inevitable, France devised a 

means to continue to exert control 

over its former colonies after 

independence. The post-

independence relationship between 

France and its former colonies is 

considered to be similar to those 

imposed by the NAZI regime on 

France after the fall of the latter 

during the Second World War.  

To ensure France continued to exert 

control over its former colonies, have 

access to their resources, control 

their internal political structures and 

influence their external relations 

policies, a series of agreements were 

forced on former French colonies 

which formed the basis of their post-

independence relationship with 

France.   

Payment of Colonial Debt 

All newly independent States were to 

agree to pay France a colonial debt 

which was considered a 

reimbursement to France for 

expenses incurred during the colonial 

period. These expenses included 

those for infrastructure constructed 

by France during the colonial period 

and the cost incurred in the general 

administration of the colony. As 

succinctly put by one French 

authority, former colonies were 

expected to compensate France for 

the goodness of colonialism.  

Keeping National Foreign Exchange 

Reserves in France 

14 former French colonies namely - 

Benin, Burkina Faso, la Guinea 

Bissau,  Côte d’Ivoire, Mali, Republic 

of Niger,  Senegal,  Togo,  Cameroon, 

Central African Republic, Chad, The 

Republic and  Congo, Equatorial 

Guinea and Gabon were bullied into 

signing an agreement with France 

that obliged them to keep 65% of all 

their foreign exchange reserves in 

France. This means that 65% of all 

earnings from foreign trade of these 

countries were to be kept in France. 

Till now, no one understands the 

rationale of such a policy but the 

countries mentioned above have 

continued to put money into the 

French treasury. France uses this 

money belonging to African countries 

for investments with no 

accountability to the African 

countries. Whatever interest is 

generated is often given to African 

countries as development aid or 

loans that they have to pay back to 
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France. In effect money belonging to 

these African countries has been 

owned by France. It is estimated that 

money belonging to former French 

colonies in Sub-Saharan Africa in the 

keeping of France amounts to about 

500 Billion Dollars. What amount 

they can get each year is decided by 

France and it is presently at 15%. 

Former French President has stated 

‘we have to be honest and recognise 

that a great portion of the money in 

our banks comes from the 

exploitation of the African continent’. 

The Right of First Refusal 

Another controversial agreement 

African countries were forced to sign 

with France at independence was the 

right to first refusal. Under this 

agreement, France has the sole right 

of exploitation of natural resources 

belonging to its former colonies.  

Former French colonies could only 

allow any foreign power to exploit 

their natural resources or trade with 

any other power if France stated that 

it was not interested. 

Priority to French Companies in the 

award of public contracts. 

According to this agreement, the 

economic interest of France was to 

take precedence over all other 

considerations. This meant that even 

in sectors where African countries 

could perform effectively and 

efficiently, they were obliged to 

award the contract to France if the 

latter so desired. Consequently in 

countries like Côte d’ Ivoire, France 

has complete control over public 

services like water, electricity, 

transport, telephone, and sectors like 

banking, agriculture and 

construction. One can conclude that 

Ivorians are living in a country owned 

by France. 

Exclusive right to furnish military 

equipment and train military 

officers 

Right of France to intervene militarily 

in the former colonies to defend 

French economic interests. This 

explains the numerous military coups 

that have occurred in former French 

colonies as well as the intervention 

of French soldiers in countries like  

Cote d’Ivoire under the pretext that 

the then President was about to 

commit genocide. The real reason 

was that he had indicated that he will 

review these post-colonial 

agreements and made it known that 

he intended to take his country out 

of the French dominated monetary 

zone – the Franc CFA. 

Other post-colonial agreements 

French forced its former colonies to 

sign include: 

The obligation on all former French 

colonies to make French their official 

language; 

The obligation to use the Franc CFA 

(Franc des Colonies Française d’ 

Afrique – Franc of the French 

colonies of Africa) as currency; along 

with the obligation to send to France 

an annual state report on foreign 

trade and exchange reserves. 

Renounce all military agreements 

and cooperation with other countries 

unless authorised by France. 

All former colonies agreed to align 

with France in case of any 

international conflict, be it economic 

or armed, involving France. 

While English speaking countries 

have continued to make significant 

strides towards economic and 

technological development, good 

governance, human rights, political 

stability and democracy, French 

former colonies continue to 

stagnate. I guess without further 

explanation the post-colonial 

agreements outlined above explain 

why former French colonies have 

failed to develop 58 years after 

independence. How can they 

develop when their economies are 

controlled by France, France 

determines who the ruler is, their 

military is in the hand of France and 

France can kick out any leader who 

challenges these post-colonial 

agreements, their currency in 

managed by and from France who on 

many occasions have devalued the 

Franc CFA as a means of redressing 

deficits in France. 

In the context of European debates 

about immigration, it would be fair if 

participants started by challenging 

Western policies in Africa that have 

continued to hamper economic 

development, create conflict and 

resulting in conditions that force 

many young Africans to end up in the 

Mediterranean sea. To keep these 

agreements in place, France has 

instigated conflict in many if not all 

of its former colonies, propelling to 

power leaders whose sole mission is 

to defend French interests.  

 

Sharing the 
journey 
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Based at the 

 
Quaker Meeting House 

Off St James St 

 Doncaster DN1 3RH 

 To receive a copy of this newsletter by email, send a message to 
Paulfitzp@aol.com 

Please send your contributions and suggestions to the same address. 

Doncaster Conversation Club offers opportunities for local people 
and people who have sought asylum in the UK to join together to 
share friendship, while offering support and practical help.  

  

The Club seeks to create a relaxed, friendly and supportive environment,  
and works on the principles  of  

Ownership – everyone can get involved  

Impartiality – it is not affiliated to any political or religious body 
Confidentiality – what you say is private  

Respect – for each other’s differences and individuality.  

  

The Club is pleased to acknowledge the support of Doncaster 
Society of Friends (Quakers), The Red Cross, The Refugee Council, 
Migrant Help, The Foyle Foundation, DIAL Doncaster, South 
Yorkshire Community Foundation, The Doncaster Clinical 
Commissioning Group, St Leger Homes, Club Doncaster 
Foundation, M25, Riverside Housing, DARTS, CAST, Fareshare, 
The Ruth Hayman Trust and Doncaster Minster.  

 

The Doncaster Conversation Club is run entirely by volunteers with the 
support of occasional grants for specific activities, currently from the Allen 
Lane Foundation, and the Wharfedale Trust  

  

 

 

 
The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual 
contributors. 

 

Paul FitzPatrick 
Doncaster Conversation Club 
Doncaster, South Yorkshire 

Registered Charity number 1159775 

Issue 47 

04 October 2018 

 

mailto:Paulfitzp@aol.com

