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STANDING ALONGSIDE REFUGEES AND ASYLUM SEEKERS IN DONCASTER  IN THIS ISSUE 

                 

The annual celebration of Refugee 
Week  once again offers us the 
opportunity to reflect on the ways in 
which asylum seekers and refugees 
are represented, by their supporters 
as much as by those who are hostile 
to their presence.   There is always 
the danger of treating all asylum 
seekers and refugees as if ‘they’ are 
the same, and consequently denying 
their individual humanity.  The labels 
of ‘asylum seeker’ and ‘refugee’ risk 
locking a person into a fixed identity 
which defines them as different and 
even creates that difference.  There 
is more to a person who has been 
displaced than the fact of their 
displacement.   

I find I need to engage in a daily 
examination of how I talk to, and 
about, people who are seeking 
asylum, a kind of examination of 
consciousness.  When teaching 
English, it turns out to be easy to 
avoid difficult topics eg about the 

whole asylum system, just because 
they seem out of place in language 
learning.  Learning English then 
becomes just a process of passing on 
information, simply learning that 
words mean what the dictionary says 
they mean.  But this is surely far too 
simplistic: it ignores the ways in 
which the words we choose actively 
construct the world.  Calling torture 
an ‘advanced interrogation 
technique’ for example, is likely to 
change people’s attitudes towards 
the practice and make it seem not so 
bad after all.  Calling someone an 
‘asylum seeker’ emphasises their 
weakness rather than their rights, for 
to be a ‘seeker’ places one inevitably 
in a position of weakness, under the 
control of others, forced to admit 
neediness in exchange for support.   
So by approaching the teaching of 
English in this way, I risk reinforcing 
the powerlessness of the displaced 
person – which undermines the point 
of the exercise. 

 

A Visit to the Wildlife Park 
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Awaiting Refugee Week 
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Go Went Gone 
By Paul FitzPatrick 

A review of the novel by Jenny 
Erpenbeck 

Portobello Books ISBN 978 1 84627 620 0 

Go Went Gone is a wonderful novel, 

set in contemporary Germany.  It 

follows the lives of a group of African 

asylum seekers over a period of 

months.  They are introduced as 

hunger strikers in Alexanderplatz, 

seeking the right to work, and 

followed through their encounters 

with German bureaucracy till their 

presumed dispersal to other towns 

and countries – for few Germans 

really want to embrace their 

presence in all its diversity and sheer 

troublesome humanity. 

 

‘Go went gone’ symbolises not just 

the difficulties of learning the 

structure of irregular verbs in a 

strange language, but also the forced 

movements of subject peoples, 

across continents and over seas, and 

into the labyrinthine ways of the 

arbitrary and inconsistent asylum 

system through which people are 

forced again to move, mutely and 

uncomprehendingly.  

 

It is a densely layered novel.  
Alexanderplatz was named in honour 
of Alexander I, Tsar of Russia, on his 
visit to Berlin in 1805.  It was a cattle 
market in the Middle Ages, a military 
parade square until the mid 19th 
century, and one million people 
congregated there on 4 November 
1989 to demonstrate against the East 
German regime shortly before the 
fall of the Berlin Wall.  It is now a 
shiny centre of international 
capitalism.  Different forms of 
bordering and othering in Germany’s 
modern history – the reunification of 
Germany (itself a creation of 
modernity), the Second World War, 
the fall of the Wall – are woven 
through the novel.  And it’s not just 
German history, but European 
history which is placed under the 
microscope.  And the lop-sided view 
which we Europeans tend to have of 
it.  

The novel’s central character is 

Richard, a recently retired university 

professor, widowed, bookish, 

expecting a quiet life, who gradually 

learns the absurdities of the Dublin 

Regulations and the specifically 

German systems for dealing with 

asylum seekers, and who by the end 

of the novel has twelve African 

asylum seekers living in his house.   

Despite his classical learning, he 

knows virtually nothing about the 54 

countries which constitute Africa.  

For the first time in his life, the 

thought occurs to him that the 

borders drawn by Europeans, whose 

arbitrariness is made visible by the 

straight lines on maps, may have no 

relevance at all for Africans.  He has 

read Foucault and Baudrillard, Hegel 

and Nietzsche, but he doesn’t know 

what you can eat when you have no 

money to buy food. 

But classical learning also has its 

uses.   Richard knows his Tacitus, 

who from the centre of Roman 

imperialism, described the hospitality 

of the Teutons: ‘It is accounted a sin 

to turn any man away from your 

door…. No distinction is ever made 

between acquaintance and stranger 

as far as hospitality is concerned’.   

And his Herodotus, who first 

described the Garamantes, the 

ancestors of the Tuareg of Niger.  

‘The Greeks learned the art of 

steering a chariot from the men of 

this Berber people, and from the 

women, they learned poetry.  The 

ancestors of the Tuareg are said to 

have come from Syria, crossing Egypt 

to reach North Africa – which was 

known as a whole as Libya.  Owl-

eyed Athena, described by some 

scholars as a black goddess, grew up 

in the home of her foster father, 

Triton, on the banks of Lake Tritonis 

in modern Tunisia.  They spoke 

Tamasheq, as do modern Tuareg.  

Medusa, too, was once a beautiful 

Libyan Berber girl and a successful 

warrior.’  And he knows his Homer, 

who not only provides ancient 

models of wandering and hospitality, 

but whose cadences and rhythms run 

through Erpenbeck’s text and convey 

the power of oral history.  Richard’s 

learning is coming together in new 

and different ways, ways which 

challenge supposedly familiar 

borders and historiographies and the 

movements of people across the 

continents and the unexpectedly 

racist roots and assumptions of his 

own – European – civilisation.  He 

comes to realise that the original 

inhabitants of Libya weren’t bandits 

on the margins of civilisation but 

people who were technologically on 

the cutting edge of their time. 
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And Richard is prepared to take the 

risk of looking at what is in front of 

his eyes.  Starting by attending a 

meeting, he is drawn closer into the 

lives of the asylum seekers.  He has 

questions he wants to ask, and is 

moved by the stories he hears.  He 

wishes he knew what questions 

would lead to the land of beautiful 

answers.  

Without being didactic, Erpenbeck 

skilfully captures so many 

dimensions of the experiences of 

African asylum seekers in Europe:  

the forbidding of work to those who 

want to work;  their multilingual skills 

but the reluctance to teach the local 

language; the ways in which the 

Dublin regulations allow all the 

European countries without a 

Mediterranean coastline to purchase 

the right not to have to listen to the 

stories of arriving refugees; the 

impacts of uranium mining by the 

French-government-owned 

corporation Areva in Niger, where 

the cost of German electricity is 

pollution and cancer, and the 

dropping of groundwater levels all 

around the mines.  

There are so many quotable lines: 

the best solution is to read it. 

 

 

 

‘Joined by the sword’ 

– fencing at the Dome 

A women-only fencing group which 

meets regularly at The Dome was 

featured on BBC1’s The One Show on 

10 May. 

Although fencing might be 

considered a minority sport for the 

privileged, white, upper classes, it 

offers surprisingly democratic 

possibilities.   Muslim women can 

participate freely alongside non-

Muslim women, as there are no 

clothing problems and a face mask 

can be comfortably worn – which 

operates in fact as a great leveller.  

Fencing teaches agility, endurance 

and quick reactions. 

The programme included a vox pop 

recorded around Doncaster town 

centre which raised familiar themes, 

that ‘people stick to their own areas’, 

‘they don’t try to integrate’, ‘they 

keep themselves closed off’, that 

‘certain cultures want to stick to their 

own and want us to change to how 

they are’.  

In contrast, the activity provided 

some asylum seeking women with an 

opportunity to get to know other 

people and their cultures, and to 

make new friends.  As an activity, 

involvement in fencing helps to 

counteract one stereotypical view of 

Asian women as an oppressed group, 

forced to stay at home and without 

any degree of agency over their own 

lives. 

 

 

 

 

 

FORTHCOMING DATES 

13 June Dealing with stress:  
Meeting House 10.30 
 
15 June Pop-up Museum in 
the Market place, organised 
by Doncaster Museum.  
Exploring stories of migration 
into Doncaster  
 
18 June ‘One World Cup’ 5-
a-side Football tournament in 
Barnsley 
 
20 June Migration Day.  
Refugee and migration 
stories in the Museum – a 
trail with a tour guide. 
 
22 June Refutea, 12.00-
15.00, courtesy of the Real 
Junk Food Project 
 
22 June Evening event at 
the Meeting House, featuring 
the Quirky Choir and 
volunteers on Lesvos 

23 June Epworth Music 
Festival: coach trip to watch 
and even join in. 

30 June marks the 29th 
anniversary of the coup by 
which President Omar Al-
Bashir took power in Sudan. 
The campaign group Waging 
Peace wants to unite 
Sudan's people, and its 
friends, to speak out about 
the ways in which poor 
governance has blighted 
their lives and forced them 
out of a country they love.  A 
demonstration in London to 
highlight these issues. 
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A visit to the 

Yorkshire Wildlife 

Park 

Thanks to a grant from the Wharfedale 
Trust, we were able to organise a visit to 
a Doncaster attraction which is also a 
place of national and international 
importance – the Yorkshire Wildlife Park. 
 
It was an astonishing logistical exercise: 
there were 83 asylum seekers, including 
12 families and 29 children, along with 11 
UK volunteers and 15 car seats!  Packed 
lunches were made for all, by a team of 
volunteers at the Meeting House before 
we set out in relays of cars and minibus. 
 
Unfortunately, the weather was rather 
cold and damp, though it didn’t dampen 
the spirits too excessively. 
 
The countries represented were 
 

Afghanistan 1 

Albania 2 

Algeria 2 

China 7 

DRC 2 

Eritrea 5 

Ethiopia 5 

Iran 6 

Iraq 7 

Kuwait 3 

Lebanon 7 

Libya 1 

Mongolia 5 

Nigeria 3 

Pakistan 4 

Somalia 1 

Sri Lanka 2 

Sudan 18 

Syria 2 
 
 

 
 

Here are some comments by 
those who participated 
 

It has been a wonderful time 
today. I have enjoyed eating 
with my friends and seeing 
many animals for the first time 
including giraffes, polar bears, 
camels with two humps, 
wallabies, lemurs and the 
rhino. I really hope to come 
back and visit another day. 
 

 
 
I have a good journey. I saw 
many animals I don’t see 
before. I enjoy my journey. It is 
a beautiful trip and thank you 
for inviting me. I liked being 
with friends. I made new 
friends. 
 
It is a beautiful day in my life. I 
saw many animals I did not see 
before. I like giraffe, bear, 
lemur. 
 
It was a very nice place and I’m 
not see before some animal 
like lion or tiger. Is nice for me 
if I see is good for kids. Is very 
nice and the weather is wrong. 
For me is fun and I enjoy. 
 
I’m really enjoyed and I want 
say thank you so much for you 
to let me visit zoo. I hope to 
come in next time. That is 
really good and will be nice for 
me.  Thank you everybody and 

this is first time to me to see 
zoo. 
 
Thanks Meeting House for this 
chance to come out with you 
and with my friend asylum for 
to take good time. Once to 
come here is see more than 
one animals like a lion and 
camel and others. 
 
Today we visit to Wildlife Park. 
We very enjoyed and we found 
tiger and polar bear and giraffe 
and it’s amazing. Everything 
very nice just weather is not 
good. 
 

 
 
I enjoyed the journey. A nice 
walk, although it’s very cold 
and raining. The sight of all 
animals is wonderful. I thank 
you very much for this 
opportunity. 
 
I first like the giraffe. It was my 
favourite in the zoo. I like the 
rabbit too but still the best one 
is the giraffe. Thank you so 
much for all of you. (age 12y). 
 
I’m Eric’s older daughter. My 
family is so happy because I 
had see lion and tall giraffe and 
monkey. (aged 7y). 
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A day at the Rovers 3, 

A boisterous farewell 
By William Crosby 

 

After our great experiences at the 

Keepmoat previously, Doncaster 

Rovers wanted us back again and 

in even greater numbers. This 

time around we had a real journey 

over to the stadium as our fifty 

strong group met outside the 

Quaker Meeting House before 

walking over to the Keepmoat. At 

our journey’s end however, not 

only were we greeted with a nice 

little surprise, in that some of our 

members were treated to free 

shirts to wear to represent the 

team, but we also discovered a 

change in the seating 

arrangements. No longer would 

we be in the South East stand 

flanked by fellow Rovers’ 

supporters, as we now found 

ourselves in the North West 

section of the stadium up close 

and personal to the travelling 

supporters. 

 

 
Walking to the match 

 

Oh and what a group of travelling 

supporters they were. Doncaster’s 

opponents this time around were 

the champions elect Wigan 

Athletic, who were just a win away 

from guaranteeing themselves the 

title of league one champions. 

Already guaranteed a place in the 

championship, the division above 

this one, the Wigan fans were in a 

very boisterous mood and they 

certainly made the most of their 

day out. With the Rovers’ fans 

bouncing off of this the whole 

stadium was very vocal and 

cheerful throughout, creating what 

was a very thrilling and exciting 

atmosphere for the season’s final 

fixture. 

 

On the pitch Wigan’s league 

leading class showed as they 

exerted large amounts of pressure 

onto the Doncaster defence. 

Doncaster more than held their 

own however, and had a few 

chances of their own, managing to 

hold the Latics to a scoreless 

draw till halftime. Unfortunately 

this wasn’t to last, with the home 

side’s firm defence eventually 

being broken by Irish international 

star Will Grigg, of “Will Grigg’s on 

fire” fame, a song which was 

chanted up to and beyond the 

final whistle. His well taken 

breakthrough goal was enough to 

give Wigan the victory and 

ultimately the League One title.  

 

Throughout the match’s closing 

moments, numerous 

announcements were made to the 

fans pleading for them not to 

encroach onto the pitch after the 

final whistle. These would 

ultimately prove to be ineffective: 

sections of each fanbase 

streamed onto the pitch when the 

final whistle blew. Thankfully the 

members of DCC that were 

present abided by the rules and 

stayed within the stands.  

Once the stewards were able to 

clear out the pitch, the trophy 

presentation was free to proceed. 

It began with each of the Wigan 

players coming out one by one to 

receive not only their winner’s 

medal but the applause and 

admiration of their travelling 

supporters. The afternoon and 

season was brought to a close by 

the trophy presentation, a sight 

witnessed by all the DCC 

members who chose to stay and 

offer their applause to the 

champions and 

enjoy the moment, on yet another 

sunny afternoon. 

 

Many thanks to the staff at the 

Keepmoat Stadium, especially 

Nick and Scott, the DCC 

members who helped out on the 

day and to Julia and Paul for 

organising this very enjoyable 

experience for all of us. 

 
 

As seen by… 

Ali Mohammed 

 

First thing, I enjoyed it, and I want to 

say thank you very much for 

everyone! 

About the match between Wigan 

team and the Doncaster team, it was 

a really good match, but unfortunately 

my team is lost.  It’s new 

disappointment, but anyway 
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Doncaster team have good players 

but the problem in attack line, they 

don’t finishing.  This is the message 

to the manager of Doncaster team: 

he must change something! 

And last thing I need say 

congratulations to the Wigan team.  

They deserve to win because it’s a 

really good team and it has a 

wonderful audience.  

 

And by 

Erdembilej Jambaldorj 

One of my favourite sports is soccer.  
It is played by millions and millions of 
players in over all countries, making it 
the world’s most popular sport.  It 
brings out so much excitement in me 
like no other sports do. 

I think soccer is a relationship door 
between many countries that you 
never imagine. 

On a beautiful spring day, I walked to 
the Keepmoat Stadium of Doncaster 
with many young people form the 
Quaker Meeting House to see the 
soccer match between Doncaster 
Rovers and Wigan Athletic.  We 
enjoyed the fantastic game with lots 
of good singing and clapping of fans.  
The winner was Wigan Athletic, with 
Will Grigg’s 26th goal of the season. 

Also there were my kids, and they 
really enjoyed and were interested in 
the little players who were the new 
generation of Doncaster Rovers. 

This evening atmosphere of 
Keepmoat Stadium was great and 
memorable.  We took a lot of good 
energy.  Thanks to the Quaker 
Meeting House family for the pleasant 
evening. 

Matt Carr at SYMAAG AGM  

Matt Carr, a journalist and writer 

based in Derbyshire, who has written 

extensively about ‘Fortress Europe’, 

spoke passionately about this subject.  

He pointed out that while there have 

been over 30000 deaths since 2003 

among people trying to reach Europe, 

there were only 239 deaths in the 

whole history of the Berlin Wall.  This 

silence is a cause of shame, and a 

moral challenge. 

He located the policies associated with 

‘Fortress Europe’ within the context of 

deterrence – to make life as difficult as 

possible for asylum seekers, which is 

also expressed through a range of 

domestic policies – the new internal 

border of exclusion.  It involves 

surveillance, border guards and the 

externalisation of European borders. 

The deep irony of the situation is that 

these policies are presented in 

humanitarian terms rather than as 

building a fortress to keep out 

enemies.  To do so would of course 

undermine the self-image which we 

Europeans, who have actually 

promoted a unique experiment in 

borderlessness, have of ourselves as 

the upholders of peace, security and 

justice.   The problem is, of course, 

that it is borderlessness for the few, 

for the rich.  The challenge now is to 

create a world which is friendly 

towards migration, recognising the 

failure of draconian border controls. 

 

Dancing at St James’ 

Country Number 

Albania 1 

Brazil 1 

Burundi 1 

DR Congo 1 

Hong Kong 1 

India 1 

Iran 2 

Iraq 1 

Jamaica 1 

Kosovo 1 

Palestine 1 

Sri Lanka 2 

Sudan 14 

Syria 2 

UK 17 

Total 46 

 
What was enjoyable about the 

dancing? 
 
I enjoyed this event because it was 
funny the dance. It was great. I love 
every moment of it make my evening 
good. 
 
I am enjoying and like this dancing. 
Thanks everyone for your invitation. I 
hope everyone have fun. 
 
I always enjoy dancing with you. It 
was really good time with loads of 
fun. I hope to join next time soon to 
have that great laugh again. 
 
It has been a great night – music and 
teacher were clear to follow. 
Everyone was smiling and enjoying 
doing something different. Food was 
a good interesting mix too! 
 
I enjoy dance. Very good. Good 
music. Good dance. 
 
I enjoyed the evening in dancing. 
Very relaxing, funny . ……….even all 
mistakes in dancing are just funny. I 
liked very much the way we are all 
together dancing and just enjoying. 
The food also was very nice and 
diversified. 
 
I enjoyed with everything. I found 
some friend. Thank you so much. 
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It was really nice and enjoyful. I 
cannot enjoy without my daughters 
but I like it. Thanks for Conversation 
Club who arrange it.  
 
I am enjoying this so much because I 
see more people is happy and me 
also is happy. 
 
Yes we did enjoy it – Peter Barnard’s 
strong voice to direct the dancing, 
interesting food, live music, especially 
the bagpipes. It would be good to 
have more contact with Conversation 
Club members present during the 
evening. 
 
I enjoy dancing. We spent good time. 
Debut dance with group. Thank you 
for this beautiful opportunity. 
 

Brief news headlines 

1. Ruth Hayman Trust walk 

The Ruth Hayman Trust has 
supported many of our members with 
the necessary finance to attend 
Doncaster College.  Supporters of the 
Trust have been taking part in a ‘Big 
Walk’ to raise funds for the charity, 
which helps asylum seekers, 
refugees or victims of trafficking or 
modern slavery to get the education 
and training they need to start a new 
life in the UK.  Their target is £15000. 

2. Congratulations to Sanctuary 

Sheffield! 

Sanctuary Sheffield have been awarded 
nearly £50,000 from the Peoples’ 

Projects to develop their work over the 

coming year.  They hope to be able to 
offer regular English classes, and a 

range of therapeutic services for 
asylum seekers and refugees. 
 

The Sanctuary is now officially 'open'. 
The 'official' opening of a very packed 

Sanctuary was magnificently supported 

by Paul Blomfield MP, in partnership 
with volunteer Charles Odiri, to the 

accompaniment of the One World choir 
and nourished by delicious buffet from 

Open Kitchen Social Club. The event 
was well received in the media, with 

coverage on Look North, Radio 
Sheffield and the Sheffield Star. 

 

3. Refugee Week events in 
Sheffield 

There is a wide-ranging programme 
of talks, drama, music, debate, 
entertainment and sport taking place 
at various venues in Sheffield.  Check 
them out at the Migration Matters 
Festival. 

http://www.migrationmattersfestival.c
o.uk/ 

 

4. Now available – translated 

sections of the Right to Remain 

Toolkit! 

Right to Remain has teamed up with 

the brilliant Refugee Info Bus to 

translate some sections of their 

popular toolkit into six languages: 

Arabic, Farsi, Pashto, Tigrinya, 

Amharic and French. 

Available online. 

5. Floods in Somalia 

 

 Over 500,000 people have 
been affected of whom 
220,000 have 
been displaced. 

 Most people in Beledweyne 
district in Hiraan region take 
their water from open wells, 
which have been filled with 
contaminated floodwater and 
latrine overflow. 

 This has already led to a 
surge in water and vector-
borne diseases in areas 
already grappling with an 
AWD/cholera outbreak since 
December 2017. The number 
of cases of AWD/cholera is 
expected to increase through 
June. 

 The two main roads 
connecting Gedo with 

Mogadishu and Kismayo are 
inaccessible. 

 The disruptions to key trade 
routes caused by damaged 
roads are likely to result in 
increases in the price of 
essential commodities in the 
coming weeks and months. 

Source: ACAPS 

6. Crossing to Spain 

The Spanish authorities rescued over 
500 people from 15 different boats 
attempting to cross the 
Mediterranean last weekend. The 
Spanish Ombudsman recently urged 
the authorities to set up a system of 
immediate registration of asylum 
applications in Detention Centres for 
Foreigners (CIE). 
  
Access to asylum in detention is an 
area of particular concern in the light 
of rising numbers of people placed in 
detention upon arrival by sea. Those 
disembarked in Spanish ports are 
automatically detained in police 
facilities and CIE without adequate 
justification or effective access to 
legal assistance. Spain currently has 
no rules in place to instruct CIE on 
the handling of claims made in 
detention as the adoption of an 
Implementing Regulation for the 
Asylum Act has been pending since 
2009. 
  
According to official statistics, a total 
of 6,012 persons arrived on boats 
between 1 January and 15 May 2018. 
‘Government action is more urgently 
needed than ever and we need to see 
proper infrastructure for welcoming, 
registering and identifying these 
people’, said María Jesús Vega, a 
spokeswoman for UNHCR Spain. 
She pointed out almost as many 
people have died trying to cross the 
Mediterranean to Spain in the first 
five months of 2018 as in the whole of 
2017. 

Source: ECRE.  See also Alarm Phone 

 

 

http://www.migrationmattersfestival.co.uk/
http://www.migrationmattersfestival.co.uk/
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Quaker Meeting House 

Off St James St 

 Doncaster DN1 3RH 

 To receive a copy of this newsletter by email, send a message to 
Paulfitzp@aol.com 

Please send your contributions and suggestions to the same address. 

Doncaster Conversation Club offers opportunities for local people 
and people who have sought asylum in the UK to join together to 
share friendship, while offering support and practical help.  

  

The Club seeks to create a relaxed, friendly and supportive environment,  
and works on the principles  of  

Ownership – everyone can get involved  

Impartiality – it is not affiliated to any political or religious body 
Confidentiality – what you say is private  

Respect – for each other’s differences and individuality.  

  

The Club is pleased to acknowledge the support of Doncaster 
Society of Friends (Quakers), The Red Cross, The Refugee Council, 
Migrant Help, The Foyle Foundation, DIAL Doncaster, South 
Yorkshire Community Foundation, The Doncaster Clinical 
Commissioning Group, St Leger Homes, Club Doncaster 
Foundation, M25, Riverside Housing, DARTS, CAST, Fareshare, 
The Ruth Hayman Trust and Doncaster Minster.  

 

The Doncaster Conversation Club is run entirely by volunteers with the 
support of occasional grants for specific activities, currently from the Allen 
Lane Foundation, and the Wharfedale Trust  

  

 

 

 
The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual 
contributors. 

 

Paul FitzPatrick 
Doncaster Conversation Club 
Doncaster, South Yorkshire 

Registered Charity number 1159775 
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