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STANDING ALONGSIDE REFUGEES AND ASYLUM SEEKERS IN DONCASTER  IN THIS ISSUE 

                 

 

 

We have been concerned to learn 
about the distress caused to asylum 
seekers in Doncaster by reports on 
social media of plans to attack 
Muslims.  One person felt she would 
have to stay at home during the 
period of the Easter holidays from 
College.  Hence the following: 

‘We, the undersigned, wish to 
express our deep sorrow and outrage 
on hearing of the letters circulated 
by a person or persons motivated by 
hate.  

Entitled “Punish a Muslim day”, the 
letter urges an escalating series of 
“punishments”, and for a national 
day of violence, against Muslims.  

Reports by Tell MAMA UK indicate 
that letters have been received, not 
only in Sheffield, but in Bradford, 
Leicester, London and Cardiff. 

We, the undersigned, wish to offer a 
hand of friendship and solidarity to 

all Muslim communities and invite 
people of all faiths and none to stand 
with them against racism and 
hatred. 

ADVICE: if anyone receives a copy of 
this letter, they should report it to 
their local police using the non-
emergency 101 number, and contact 
Tell MAMA. In order to protect 
evidence, it is important that the 
letter and envelope are not overly-
handled.’ 

HOPE Not Hate - Sheffield, 

Sheffield & Balby Quakers, 

One Day Without Us, Tell MAMA, 

GMB - Yorkshire & North Derbyshire, 

ACORN Sheffield, Faith Matters  

Migration Matters 

 

 

Postcards from Sudan 

Page 6 

 

Visit to Brodsworth Gardens 

Page 4 

‘When elephants fight, the ground is 
disturbed’ 
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During the Advent season, donors 

from different churches in the 

Doncaster Deanery, especially St. 

Paul’s, Cantley and Our Lady’s, 

Stainforth made contributions 

towards buying sleeping bags for 

asylum seekers and refugees living in 

makeshift tents in freezing winter 

conditions at Moria Camp on Lesvos 

Island, Greece. 

The collections raised £1274.00 to 

purchase sleeping bags from 

Mountain Warehouse.  A total of 74 

sleeping bags were bought and 30 

second hand bags were also donated 

by parishioners and pupils of The 

Holy Family Catholic Primary School, 

Stainforth. 

The sleeping bags, accompanied by 

warm winter children’s coats began 

their journey in Oldham by being 

loaded onto a container with 

essential foods departing on the 13th 

February, travelling by road and by 

ferry, journeying across Europe until 

they arrived in Athens and were 

loaded onto the Mytillini Ferry en 

route to the Island of Lesvos. 

 

The hope was that the sleeping bags 

and other donations of warm 

clothing should arrive while I was 

volunteering in Sultana Women and 

 

 

 

 Children's Community Centre, 

situated close to Moria camp, and 

that they could be distributed to 

people who needed them. 

On 20th February my personal 

journeys began at 3 am as I drove to 

Manchester Airport for my flight 

leaving at 9 am. The flight was 

uneventful and I connected with the 

Athens flight from Frankfurt in the 

afternoon.  Later as we arrived in 

Athens airport, my final leg of the 

journey to Mytellini, Lesvos would 

restart at 7am in the morning!  It was 

a long, long, sleepless night but we 

finally arrived on Lesvos at 9am to try 

to catch up on some sleep in the 

beautiful Orfeas Hotel. 

My hotel was in Mytellini close to the 

Ferry Port in a very beautiful harbour 

town, combining old traditional, 

Greek architectural buildings with 

many, many shops, coffee shops and 

bars.  I slept through the remainder 

of my first day on Lesvos and met up 

with Muhammad and Shafique from 

Sultana Refugee Centre to discuss 

the practicalities of getting to the 

charity and what I would be doing to 

help.  

Day 1: After being picked up and 

taken to the Centre, based in a large 

warehouse literally across the road 

from Moria Detention Centre, I met 

some of the volunteers and we 

began to prepare the foods for 

distribution at 2pm that day and 

every day. We peeled and sliced 

potatoes, onions, carrots, garlic, 

leeks and other vegetables. 

 

 

 

 

 

There were piles and piles of 

cardboard boxes stacked in the 

warehouse filled with donations of 

clothes for men, women and children 

from different countries, all labelling 

the contents with good-will 

messages for their recipients.  Coats, 

hats, scarves, gloves, jumpers, 

trousers, shoes, wellies, blankets 

etc…., and so many more items that 

needed sorting into gift bags for the 

vulnerable women and children who 

would come to collect their food.  

 

I had an opportunity to help with 

cooking the foods in the enormous 

pans whilst stirring the onions, garlic, 

tomatoes and oil to begin the various 

recipes of hot foods, dahl, lentils, 

A journey of some sleeping bags 

By Lilian Hollidge 
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vegetable curries, all served with rice 

or pasta to help to fill hungry 

stomachs.  Most days the queues for 

food would begin early at about 

10.30-11.00 waiting until the cooking 

was completed for each of 350-500 

people to collect their own and their 

families’ portions, as well as gifts of 

clothes, ie warm hats, scarves and 

gloves that had been donated and 

packed up by the volunteers; as well 

as large bags of sets of women's or 

children's or men's warm clothes. 

The work was hard and the days 

were long, but meeting with and 

getting to know the volunteers from 

Moria Detention Camp was exciting 

and we shared lots of laughs and 

talking to each other about ourselves 

and where we came from. 

 

My visit to Mytellini, Lesvos and the 

‘Sultana Women and Children 

Community Centre’  was very 

exciting and I was privileged to meet 

and share my experiences with 

Shuky, from Africa, who called me 

”Mama” and continued to ‘look after 

me’(!) during my visit, ha! Ha!; 

Massud, accepted by Greece as a 

refugee after a long time in Moria; a 

young married couple who were 

desperately wanting to have a baby, 

with no success; two guys who have 

become friends during their time in 

Moria and in so-called “Afghan Alley” 

a Community of tents and dwellings 

that has grown outside of Moria 

camp, M and G, one a very talented 

dancer and his friend, a DJ compiling 

the music on his phone to entertain 

us as M danced. 

These were just a few of the 

fantastic, warm people I met on my 

first visit to be a volunteer on the 

Greek Island of Lesvos and I know I 

shall be returning, hopefully next 

year, I will have learned a little Arabic 

to be able to understand and to chat 

a little more to share their 

experiences with my own. 

And all because many people in 

some Doncaster parishes shared 

what little monies they had and 

contributed towards buying sleeping 

bags to send to refugees in the Greek 

Islands in a bitterly cold winter! A 

little love goes a long way!  

 

Snow in March 

At the end of February and into 
March, there were substantial falls of 
snow in Doncaster. 

 

 

FORTHCOMING DATES 

04 April Swimming at the 
Dome 

06 April Football courtesy of 
Club Doncaster Foundation  
4-5pm 

07 April The Home Front 
exhibition opens to the 
public.  Included in the 
exhibition is material about 
Conscientious Objectors and 
about Belgian refugees 
during the First World War. 

09 April Refugee Council is 
hosting an evening event on 
Community Sponsorship 
6:30-8:30 in their Leeds 
office. The event aims to 
inform interested groups 
about the community 
sponsorship programme and 
the support on offer to assist 
groups with the application 
process. At the event you will 
hear from the experience of 
community sponsors already 
supporting Syrian refugees 
in the UK and the Home 
Office representatives 
involved in this 
process.   Venue address: 
Leeds Refugee Hub, Oak 
House, Park Lane, Leeds 
LS3 1EL. 

12 April An open morning 
(10 – 12) hosted by the 
Doncaster Aspire-Igen, 35 
Market Place, Doncaster, 
DN1 1NE.  Among other 
things, they offer ESOL 
classes for students between 
16 and 19 years old. 

20 April Official opening of 
The Sanctuary, Sheffield.  
Fully booked. 

21 April Doncaster Rovers 
vs Oxford Utd at the 
Keepmoat Stadium.  Some 
tickets available. 

24 April First Aid talk by Red 
Cross 

28 April DCC outing to the 
Yorkshire Wildlife Park 
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A visit to 
Brodsworth 

A group of 32 visited the Gardens at 
Brodsworth Hall, including 6 children 
under 7 year.  The countries represented 
were China, Kuwait, Algeria, Mongolia, 
Sudan, Syria, Rwanda, Iran and 
Palestine. 
 
The day started out as damp and dark, 
but at least it was warm. By the time we 
arrived at Brodsworth the actual rain had 
stopped. The gardens were lovely in spite 
of the weather - the spring flowers were 
just coming through. The snowdrops were 
especially beautiful. John and Mazin had 
visited the gardens recently so were able 
to guide us round. 
 
Then we went back to the Meeting House 
for a meal - prepared by a student from 
the college.  So thanks to everyone 
involved - especially English Heritage 
who allowed us to visit as a 'mentored 
group', the Albert Hunt Fund for financial 
help and Tanith for the cooking. 

 

By Ghassan Grabben 

Two hours were not enough to 

explore everything in Brodsworth 

Hall and gardens, but with our 

knowledgeable guide, we were 

able to know a lot about the 

history of that fascinating place. 

5 miles north of Doncaster in 

South Yorkshire, Peter 

Thellusson, of the Swiss banking 

family, had decided to build his 

house when he settled in England.  

His great-grandson Charles Sabine 

Thellusson rebuilt it in the Italian 

style, designed by an English 

architect, Philip Wilkinson, 26 

years old.  Almost unchanged 

since it was built in the 1860s, it is 

a complete example of a Victorian 

country house, and it was taken 

over by English Heritage in 1990. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the entrance of the estate, you 

can notice statues stand on the 

right side of the road, going up to 

a green hill, on the top of it 

structure surrounded by statues of 

racing dogs, and when we arrived 

at the back of the building, you 

can see a little fountain 

surrounded by the charming 

garden with flowers everywhere, 

which had just started to bloom.  

From the middle of that garden, 

you could get the opportunity to 

take the most beautiful picture of 

the hall and the garden, where also 

you will be able to notice the T 

shape of the building.  Past the 

garden we found the cemetery of 

the family’s pets, including a 

parrot who was dead at the age of 

26 years. 

Shortly afterwards, we discovered 

other gardens which have been 

looked after very carefully.  

Quickly, we were able to get into 

the servants’ building and 

knowing wonderful details about 

their lives then.  Unfortunately, 

the Hall was closed and we 

couldn’t get into it, where I am 

sure there is a lot more to explore. 

 

My advice which I learned from 

the family story is that if you have 

a fortune, do not make an unusual 

will like what Peter Thellusson 

did, when he put his fortune in 

trust to be untouched for three 

generations… 

 

The trip was really enjoyable for 

everyone who was there.  I would 

greatly appreciate all the efforts 

which have been spent to make 

that day possible and thanks a lot 

for everyone who made the food – 

it was delicious!! 

 

 

Some further comments  
 

Today is special day with the charity 

‘Albert Hunt Trust’. On departures at 

10.30 on time. I am excited to visit 

Brodsworth Gardens because 

beautiful gardens and is place 

historic. ‘Stone Time’, Victoria time, 

his widow Sylvia employed fewer 

staff. Meal delicious and various 

fruits. Thank you. 

John Roe provided us with fine 

information about the gardens and 

aspects of the Hall. Thanks to John 

and Mazin. Beautiful walking tour 

around the gardens. Lovely to see 

spring flowers emerging. Great to sit 

down to a companionable lunch time 

meal – much enjoyed. Thanks to all 

concerned. 

From outside to the receptionist, 

basically nothing was impressed, but 

by entering the main gate to the 
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house, it was like getting in a Royal 

palace or a president house (in 

Africa). The first things which touch 

me its was seeing some flowers 

(snowdrops) at the first time seeing 

them it was beautiful, the garden it 

well designed and have good look, 

you may think you are in a cartoon, 

the years of the house, the how 

people can be rich at that point which 

make them live like they not belong to 

this world. Thanks to the team to put 

me in the people who enjoy my day.  

 

 

Looking towards Sheffield  

1. SYMAAG Conference 24 
February 

The first national conference of 
asylum tenants took place in 
Sheffield.  Its central message was 
the need for humanity and 
accountability in the asylum housing 
system. 

A report on the conference can be 
found here. 

2. Links with MPs 

It’s interesting to note that a 

representative from Paul Bloomfield 

MP’s office is now attending the 

weekly drop-in at the Victoria Hall and 

available to listen to refugee-related 

issues, for sharing with other MPs  

3. By way of contrast… 

No Doncaster MP voted in favour of 

the Second Reading of the Family 

Reunion Bill on 16 March. 

 

A visit to the 
circus 

Made possible by DIAL Doncaster – 
thanks to them. 
 

 
 
By Elisha and family 
 
“In life, it’s some time hard to make 

people happy” and it’s easy to help 

other to become sad and to feel like 

life it doesn’t make sense… but there 

is some people gifted by God, who 

can think on how help you to go out 

your uncomforted zone… 

When I look at myself and my family 

(my wife and 5 children), I mostly 

wonder what should I do to help 

them to feel how life is good and 

enjoy it in fullness, and sometime by 

looking around me and realize that I 

don’t have family, I think that it will 

be hard most of the time to be 

happy, but God is good all the time 

and He knows how to provide. 

Since December when I joined the 

DCC, I met with ladies and men with 

heart who care about people at 

least… “All are not like the one we 

saw before” – that I tell my wife. 

When we went to the Circus (my 

Family and I) on the DCC account, I 

couldn’t imagine that it was very 

good, just before we’re in, it was 

very cold outside and the kids start 

saying: Daddy “ you know its cold 

outside?” 

Daddy: Yes I know… 

The answer was simple, which 

meaning is keep quiet, but for sure I 

feel the cold. 

Once in and before the Circus 

started, sure nothing was interested, 

as long as it was a first time to be in 

the place like that one. 

Shortly the show started… from the 

beginning up to the end, I was 

looking to my children’s face and as 

well as my wife, there was an 

expression of Joy.  

After coming back home by leaving 

Nic’s car, with big excited all of us say 

thanks a lot. Before we go to bed, 

each and everyone was just saying 

how amazing the show was: do you 

see those guys with motorcycle in 

the cage? The acrobats? No?  Do you 

remember the transformer? It was 

fabulous… 

We do enjoy that day because it’s 

helped us to go out our stress 

routine and its gives us envy of going 

back one day when God will open 

doors for other good people and if 

possible to think on our family. 

I won’t finish without say thanks to: 
Ma’am Julia, Denise, Lilian and Mr. 
Nic, for their good heart of helping 
people and also from far or close 
those who participate in contributing 
the money for that day for us.  May 
God grant you more blessing. 
 

 

http://www.symaag.org.uk/2018/03/08/we-need-humanity-and-accountability-in-asylum-housing/
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Postcards from 

Sudan 

By Paul FitzPatrick 

Khartoum 

Khartoum, the capital city, though 

only since the 1830s in the period of 

the Turkiyya, when Sudan was 

nominally part of the Ottoman 

Empire.  It contains government and 

official buildings.  It’s a city of 

perhaps 6 or 7 million inhabitants, no 

one seems quite sure.   

 

From the Blue Nile 

It’s really three cities, Khartoum, 

Khartoum Bahri and Omdurman, 

each occupying a segment created by 

the confluence of the Blue and White 

Niles to form the Nile.  Initially the 

city seems chaotic, but that sense 

disappears as you get used to the 

expectations and tactics of drivers, 

(whether of motorised vehicles or 

donkey carts) and recognise which 

buildings are shops and where tea 

and coffee can be found.  It feels safe 

and welcoming to the white traveller, 

who suddenly becomes a rich 

person.  Inflation and austerity are 

very real.  One raghrif of bread costs 

1 Sudanese pound, whereas in 

December you could get two for a 

pound.  Before that, three, four or 

five.  The price of bread has doubled, 

therefore, in the last few months. 

 

Omdurman 

Omdurman means ‘mother of 

Durman’ but no-one can tell me who 

she was or who Durman was.  There 

are many versions of the tale. 

Omdurman remains associated with 

the Battle of Omdurman in 1898, one 

of the most one-sided colonial 

battles ever.  The British officers 

drank champagne on the eve of the 

battle.  Winston Churchill was a 

British officer. 

More than 10,000 Sudanese were 

killed compared with 48 

British/Egyptians. 

Hilaire Belloc wrote:  

‘Whatever happens, we have got  /  

The Maxim gun, and they have not’, 

an abiding commentary on the use of 

the latest military technology against 

the poor populations of the world. 

 

El Malik, one of Kitchener’s gunboats, 

washed up on the banks of the Nile 

The Omdurman suq is reputed to be 

the best in Sudan.  Disappointingly, 

many of the goods for sale appear to 

have been made in China or India. 

I visited a clinic.  Doctors confirmed 

the presence of malnutrition, but 

more frequently of TB. 

If the problems of overcrowding, 

access to fresh water and poor 

sanitation could be overcome, this 

would do much for public health and 

life expectancy.  The place of sugar in 

people’s diets remains a problem, 

leading to increased incidence of 

diabetes, high blood pressure and 

heart disease.  But surely the 

underlying issue is poverty.  In the 

morning, mothers feed their children 

a dish called zalabia, made up of 

flour, oil, water, yeast and sugar.  

This fills the children up so that they 

are not demanding food all day long, 

but it’s not good for their long term 

health. 

Local remedies are used too – the 

clinic carefully dries the leaves of the 

moringa plant, now hailed in the 

west as a superfood with a wide 

range of health benefits. 

Jabarona (west Omdurman) 

It felt like going to the edge of the 

world. 

Jabarona means ‘we are forced’.  It’s 

the name of a township, formerly a 

UNHCR refugee camp, where the 

entire population, as far as I can see, 

is made up of ‘internally displaced 

persons’, of whom there are said to 

be 3.1 million across Sudan.  They are 

displaced mainly from Darfur and the 

Nuba Mountains, and from South 

Sudan.  They are ‘forced’ there 

because there is nowhere else for 

them to go.  It’s on the edge of the 

desert.  
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It is one of a number of similar 

settlements in West Omdurman 

including Dar es Salaam, Al Gharia 

(Jatiss) and wad al bashir.  Some may 

have electricity, others do not. 

There’s a great need for education 

and for health services here.  

Resources are often rudimentary.  It 

was the exam season and students 

were preparing their revision. 

 

‘Chalk and talk’ is alive and well in 

Sudan. 

Brief news headlines 
 

1. Job opportunity – Leeds 

Asylum Matters are advertising for a 

Campaigns Project Manager for Yorks 

& Humber. Deadline for applications 

is 5pm on Thursday 12th April, with 

interviews the following week 

on Thursday 19th April.  The full job 

advert and application documents can 

be found here.  
2. Parliamentary briefing paper on 
asylum statistics 

Statistics on asylum seekers and 
refugees in the UK are published by 
the Home Office, while statistics on 
asylum in EU countries are published 
by Eurostat. These statistics contain 
data on the number of people 
applying for asylum and the 
outcomes of asylum applications. 

Here are the headlines: 

 Asylum seekers were around 
6.0% of immigrants to the UK 
in 2016. 

 The number of asylum 
applications to the UK 
peaked in 2002 at 84,132. 
After that, the number fell 
sharply to reach a twenty-
year low point of 17,916 in 
2010, before rising again to 
reach 32,733 in 2015. The 
number fell in 2016, to 
30,747. 

 The percentage of asylum 
applicants refused at initial 
decision reached its highest 
point at 88% in 2004. The 
percentage of applicants 
refused at initial decision fell 
to 59% in 2014 and 
increased to 66% in 2016. 

 In the period from 2004 to 
2016, around three-quarters 
of applicants refused asylum 
at initial decision lodged an 
appeal, but only around one-
quarter of those appeals 
were allowed. 

 In 2016, 37% of asylum 
applicants were nationals of 
Asian countries, 29% were 
nationals of Middle Eastern 
countries, 23% were 
nationals of African countries, 
and 7% were from Europe. 

 In 2016, there were six 
asylum applications for every 
10,000 people resident in the 
UK. Across the EU there 
were 25 asylum applications 
for every 10,000 people. The 
UK is therefore below the 
average among EU countries 
for asylum applications per 
head of population, ranking 
17th among EU countries on 
this measure. 

You can read the full report here. 

3. Harmondsworth IRC 

The latest damning inspection of 
Harmondsworth Immigration Removal 

Centre has highlighted the continuing 
detention of highly vulnerable men, 
sometimes for very long periods of 
time. The report highlights 
“considerable failings” in safety and 
respect for detainees. Inspectors 
raised concerns that vulnerable 
detainees are not being adequately 
safeguarded, with mental health 
needs remaining largely unmet in the 
prison-like conditions. Worryingly, in 
nearly all cases examined, detention 
was maintained despite clear 
evidence that detainees had been 
tortured. Nearly one third of the 
population was identified as being at 
risk under the Home Office policy, yet 
was not released. Potential trafficking 
victims were not referred to the 
appropriate channels and unable to 
receive necessary assistance, as 
many staff members were unfamiliar 
with the referral mechanism.  23 men 
had been detained for over a year 
and one man had been held for over 
4.5 years. 

Source: JRS UK 

4. Home Office letter nudges 
asylum seekers to return home 

The Home Office has begun 
encouraging asylum seekers to return 
home before officials have 
considered their cases, the Guardian 
has learned. 

The department’s move is part of the 
drive to create a “hostile” environment 
for illegal immigrants in Britain, and 
comes despite a 14% decline in the 
number of asylum claims made last 
year, to 26,350. Germany, in contrast, 
received approximately 200,000 
applications in 2017.  

Despite these low numbers, the 
Home Office is keen to encourage as 
many people as possible to return 
home. It has begun providing asylum 
seekers with contact numbers and 
information about how they can return 
home voluntarily before their cases 
have been considered. 

Source: The Guardian 2 April  

 

 

https://cityofsanctuary.org/2018/03/16/asylum-matters-is-seeking-a-campaigns-project-manager-for-yorkshire-and-humberside/
http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/SN01403/SN01403.pdf
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Quaker Meeting House 

Off St James St 

 Doncaster DN1 3RH 

 To receive a copy of this newsletter by email, send a message to 
Paulfitzp@aol.com 

Please send your contributions and suggestions to the same address. 

Doncaster Conversation Club offers opportunities for local people 
and people who have sought asylum in the UK to join together to 
share friendship, while offering support and practical help.  

  

The Club seeks to create a relaxed, friendly and supportive environment,  
and works on the principles  of  

Ownership – everyone can get involved  

Impartiality – it is not affiliated to any political or religious body 
Confidentiality – what you say is private  

Respect – for each other’s differences and individuality.  

  

The Club is pleased to acknowledge the support of Doncaster 
Society of Friends (Quakers), The Red Cross, The Refugee Council, 
Migrant Help, The Foyle Foundation, DIAL Doncaster, South 
Yorkshire Community Foundation, The Doncaster Clinical 
Commissioning Group, St Leger Homes, Club Doncaster 
Foundation, M25, Riverside Housing, DARTS, CAST, Fareshare, 
The Ruth Hayman Trust and Doncaster Minster.  

 

The Doncaster Conversation Club is run entirely by volunteers with the 
support of occasional grants for specific activities, currently from the Allen 
Lane Foundation, and the Wharfedale Trust  

  

 

 

 
The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual 
contributors. 

 

Paul FitzPatrick 
Doncaster Conversation Club 
Doncaster, South Yorkshire 

Registered Charity number 1159775 
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