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The Scottish Government has 
announced its strategy for refugee 
integration from 2018-2022.  An actual 
strategy!  Scotland can do this 
separately from the rest of Britain 
because it is included within its devolved 
responsibilities.  The strategy has been 
developed collaboratively to coordinate 
the efforts of organisations across 
Scotland involved in supporting refugees 
and asylum seekers.   

There are five principles which form the 
New Scots approach, and the key first 
principle is that refugees and asylum 
seekers should be supported to 
integrate into communities from day 
one of arrival, and not just once Leave 
To Remain has been granted.  Secondly, 
it adopts a rights-based approach: it 
aims to empower people to know about 
their rights and to understand how to 
exercise them.  In principle, the 
Government supports refugees and 
asylum seekers because it is the right 
thing to do - people should be able to 
live safely and realise their human rights.  

In addition, the strategy actively 
encourages refugees and asylum seekers 
to be involved in helping to shape the 
strategy and its delivery.  It supports 
refugees, asylum seekers and the wider 
community to be involved in building 
stronger, resilient communities so that 
all can become active citizens. 

What difference is it expected to make?  
Simply that refugees and asylum seekers 
live in safe, welcoming and cohesive 
communities and are able to build 
diverse relationships and connections; 
that they understand their rights, 
responsibilities and entitlements, and 
are able to exercise them to pursue full 
and independent lives; that refugees and 
asylum seekers are able to access well-
coordinated services, which recognise 
and meet their rights and needs; and 
that policy, strategic planning and 
legislation, which have an impact on 
refugees and asylum seekers, are 
informed by their rights, needs and 
aspirations.  It all seems fairly basic.  
Why can’t it be the same in England?  

 

Visit to XP School, Doncaster 
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Integration strategies 
      By Paul FitzPatrick 
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DCC visits XP 
School 

 

During the autumn term 2017, XP 

School invited members of DCC to 

contribute to their study of the 

theme ‘How has conflict shaped the 

modern world?’  All the student 

participants were 13-14 years old. 

As part of this enquiry, students 

visited the Armouries Museum in 

Leeds to study WW1 and to generate 

some further questions. They also 

studied The War of The Worlds by HG 

Wells which has a strong contextual 

link to the period, along with a range 

of First World War poetry. The first 

case study culminated with the 

students creating 50 Poppies made 

with their war poetry, and installing 

them in the building for 

Remembrance Day.  Through 

Science, they also interrogated the 

living conditions of WW1 soldiers in 

the trenches, by analysing text from 

soldier’s diaries, newspapers and 

watching videos.  

 

 

Students then interviewed asylum 

seekers from DCC to learn how 

conflict had affected their lives.  They 

shared and presented these stories 

during a final ‘celebration of learning’ 

event which involved parents and 

invited guests from the wider 

community, including some of the 

refugees and volunteers they had 

worked with. They also worked 

closely with a number of experts, 

including real newspaper journalists 

and the Conversation Club, to 

support the writing of their articles.  

M came from Iran: “It was the worst 

four weeks of my life” 

By Ben Wheatcroft 

‘There’s no safe way.’ These were 

the exact words M spoke gently to 

describe his terrifying journey. 

Before he set off on his journey, he 

expected the worst, death, broken 

bones, starvation, dehydration and 

the many other dangers of travelling 

and seeking asylum brings. This 

nightmare is a reality for many 

refugees that flee their countries 

every day. For M, he was put through 

twenty-eight gruelling days of 

travelling with ten hours of walking 

each day. Even though he was forced 

to travel these perilous conditions, M 

still had to pay thousands of pounds 

to the greedy traffickers who 

brought him here. Even after paying 

all of this money, he still didn’t get to 

eat for up to fourteen hours at a 

time.  

‘Freedom and equality.’ That was all 

M wanted. We take this for granted 

in our lives however M felt that he 

had to make a stand against the 

crimes of his government. His 

normal, pleasant life in Iran was torn 

apart as he was forced away from his 

family, friends and home in fear of 

his life. Normality for M is now thing 

of the past. M fought for all the right 

reasons, to make Iran a better place. 

There were gunfights between the 

government and the people which he 

witnessed with his own eyes; he saw 

as people fled in terror. M fled in fear 

of his life as well as to protect his 

family, and to not get them harmed.  

Y came from Eritrea: “You do or you 

die”                                                       

By Alisha Kaur 

Y would have never imagined that 

one day he would undertake a 

journey that world haunt him 

forever. A tormentous journey that 

would separate him from his family 

for over twenty years. That he too 

would be one of the people that 

would have to flee from his country. 

A country that was facing great 

turmoil, Eritrea, with a 

temperamental political state that 

could change overnight. That he too 

would have to flee the horror he 

called life.    

Land is the main antagonist that is 

separating countries, Ethiopia and 

Eritrea. The need to be the most 

dominant and powerful government 

is driving both of these countries to 

war. “There is no conflict among the 

people. Only love…” Innocents are 

trapped amongst hatred. The hope 

that the strength of love will 

overcome the hate is the only hope 

that kept Y alive, throughout his 

agonising journey. “Tomorrow will 

always be better than today.” Life is 

something that we all take for 

granted, but for the civilians of these 

two countries, life’s precious nature 

is all too real.  

Y is one of thousands that have been 

forced to flee his country, due to the 

civil conflict that is consuming it as 

we speak. The two East African 

countries, have been in conflict for 

over twenty years and counting, yet 

peace has not been established 

among them. Eritrea is ruled by a 



A VIEW FROM THE EDGE DONCASTER CONVERSATION CLUB 
NEWSLETTER | Issue 40  

3 

 

 

stss 

dictatorial government: “my country 

is a disaster country… no freedom… 

no free speech.” Civilians are not 

able to challenge the government 

and have to live their lives according 

to their expectations. Religion... a 

choice we make to believe in a higher 

force, a choice that cost Y three years 

in an underground prison, where he 

was tortured because he was 

Christian. During this time he fell ill 

and was admitted to hospital. It was 

from there that Y, despite being 

weak and vulnerable, risked 

everything and made the decision to 

flee. His life nothing more than a 

game of Russian roulette. “I had to 

try to save my life...the maximum 

they can do is kill… the minimum 

they do is put you in prison 

underground.” For Y, it was worth 

the risk.  

The excruciating journey consisted of 

facing the one month challenge of 

crossing the Sahara desert, with 

thirty-four other souls. They left in a 

desperate rush, without basic human 

survival material as such as water, 

resulting in his homeostasis being 

unbalanced and the lack of water 

would cause him to suffer 

dehydration.  They had no food and 

were left to face wild animals, as 

such as cheetahs and hyenas. “...we 

left with thirty four people but 

arrived in Libya just eleven.”  

M came from Libya: “In Libya, I can 

only be killed once. But here, I feel 

like I have been killed again and 

again, vein by vein” 

By Annie Daley 

M’s life in Libya was thought to be a 

wonderful one, until the protests 

erupted in his hometown.  “I knew I 

could not stay in my hometown.”  M 

took the life changing decision to 

leave his Libyan home, due to the 

ongoing and violent conflict erupting 

all around him. It originated when 

the rebel groups wanted a better and 

a more stable government rather 

than a dictatorship. This was the 

cause of the civil war.  He could 

never had imagined that he would 

have to leave his home, his country, 

his family. This was the start of the 

perilous journey towards being a 

British citizen; one which 

heartbreakingly, M has not yet 

achieved.   

 

However, because of the uprising 

resistance towards the dictatorship, 

the freedoms he’d been used to 

were called into question. When the 

war, which was ironically driven by 

the people’s desire for a better life, 

was in full flow, M feared leaving his 

home at night due to a “spider-web 

network” of crime that was thriving 

in the war-torn country. The 

government did not protect their 

people and allowed these 

horrendous circumstances to 

continue. “There is no peace to sleep 

or to walk on the streets…. All I can 

hear are the gun firings.” Innocent 

people could be plucked from the 

street at any moment and forced to 

fight, to fight their own innocent 

people.  

 

The dictatorship went back many 

years, and didn’t provide people with 

the basics of life. The people of Libya 

found it hard to find a good 

education and didn’t provide the 

country with enough food and water. 

This malnutrition made the Libyan 

people more subdued. They would 

become weak and unable to fight 

back. They were fighting for a stable 

and caring government but both 

sides of the conflict were affected in 

this relentless fight for peace. The 

real victims of the war were the 

Libyan citizens. These people only 

wanted peace to come to their 

country. However, when it did, they 

became even more at risk. The 

country became entwined in a fight 

for power. And M knew he couldn’t 

live there any longer.  

M came from Afghanistan: “I had no 

choice but to leave.”  

By Emily Greenwood 

M travelled away from Afghanistan 

for three years through many 

different countries, leaving his three 

year old son and wife behind 

because he feared for his life. This 

really shows how desperate he was 

to get away from the war because he 

“left his child”. Dozens were dying 

each day due to the crimes of Taliban 

against humanity. This left him and 

many others yearning for peace and 

safety as they ripped apart his 

country and people bit by bit. The 

Taliban wanted him gone and beat 

him until he left. His son is now 

fourteen and all he can do is pray for 

a future with them; but will that ever 

happen?  

His journey from Afghanistan to the 

UK was a very stressful, dangerous 

and tiring one. The amount of 
Thanks to all 50 students from XP 
School who participated.   There’s not 
enough space to include all names and 
contributions.  Special thanks to Claire 
Smith for facilitating the experience. 
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dangerous travelling that he had to 

endure was life threatening. He 

spent twenty-five euros on a life 

jacket and five thousand euros to get 

on a boat. As he stepped onto the 

small old boat with twenty seven 

other people including children and 

babies, everyone knew what they 

were risking, but they knew they had 

no other choice than make the 

journey. As the day turned to night, 

all that they had to follow was a tiny 

light in front of them, everything else 

meant nothing. As the cries of 

hungry babies and sighs of 

dehydrated people faded into the 

darkness the motor broke down. 

They all started to worry as the boat 

came to a stop. What were they 

going to do now? It was dark, cold 

and they were in the middle of the 

ocean. Luckily a man on the boat 

knew how to fix the motor and after 

a while managed to set them going 

again. As they arrived on the shore of 

Greece, the screams of joy and cries 

of happiness surrounded them.  He 

knew now that it was time for him to 

make the long trip up to the UK.  

M spent two months and twenty five 

days in the Calais Jungle trying to 

escape everyday under a lorry. 

Everyday he would hide under a lorry 

and wait for it to leave then would 

hope he could make it out. Everytime 

he got close to leaving, a police guard 

dog would sniff him out and the 

police would send him back and tell 

him to stay away. M tried again and 

again but had no luck, but eventually 

the dogs got used to his scent and 

didn’t find him again and he 

managed to escape under a lorry. M 

spent five hours strapped 

underneath that lorry hoping to get 

of somewhere close to the UK.  But 

after five hours of being cold, scared 

and cramped under that lorry, he 

managed to get off in a little village 

somewhere. M did not know where 

he was but all he could do was walk 

from there. 

Further comments 

By Aimee Herriot 

Imagine you are a foreigner in a 

strange land far from home. Imagine 

you are fleeing a brutal government 

responsible for the imprisonment, 

torture and death of your family and 

friends. Imagine you have lost it all 

and you have travelled thousands of 

miles and risked everything to find a 

safe place. Thinking like this, gives us 

an insight into what a refugee has to 

go through to find peace and a better 

life. It is horrific that people are 

drowning and suffocating on their 

journey to reach safety. But hearing 

M's story has made me recognise 

that for an Asylum Seeker, coming to 

England, their perilous journey has 

begins when they reach the UK 

border. 

By Paige Carter, Josh Marshall and 

Joe Nixon  

Shootings of students at the 

University of Sudan were the main 

reason why A began the perilous 

journey to England.  In fear for his 

life, fled from Sudan. He walked from 

Sudan all the way over the border to 

Egypt, before managing to secure a 

place on a boat to Italy.  He was 

forced on the plastic boat with over 

three hundred people on board so 

they travelled in really cramped 

conditions. The only engine broke 

after three hours and stranded and 

helpless, the innocent lives on board 

had to wait three days before a 

rescue ship saved them. 

When he finally concluded his 

breathtaking journey he later 

ventured to Doncaster to seek 

asylum. However, unfortunately he 

did not receive refugee status on his 

first attempt and before had to live 

on the asylum seekers wage of £36 a 

week for two years, £36 is a figure 

that many people would complain 

about. However, gracious A claims it 

is “definitely enough” to supply all 

his foods for the week as well as 

other urgent necessities. 

 

Comment from a participant 

By Zarish Nadeem 

In XP School, there are different methods 

of teaching and learning used, 

(‘expedition’ and case study method) and 

the atmosphere and environment are very 

relaxed, informal and friendly. There is no 

uniform and same classes, students 

follow the given timetable and go to 

different rooms for lessons. Arts, painting, 

creativity and music are more 

emphasised, there is a big class equipped 

with different music instruments: there are 

separate practice rooms for key board, 

drums etc.  

We attended some of the lessons and 
chatted with students about their work. 
Students gave us a tour of school and 
showed us around. We shared and 
enjoyed their dinner too which gave us 
another chance to talk to different 
students and teachers. It's my first visit to 
any school in UK, I liked it, it was a 
wonderful experience for me and other 
asylum seekers as education system, 
methods and environment are very 
different in our country. Thanks for inviting 
us, XP School.  
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Visit to Doncaster 
Museum 

By Mazen Saad 

As always, every time when I go to 
Doncaster Museum I find welcome and 
I feel it’s the best place to be. 

Last week I went to Doncaster 
Museum to do the role of tour guide 
about Romans in Doncaster.  I arrived 
at 10.30 and started to prepare with 
Victoria, the Community and 
Engagement Officer at the Museum. 

Then at 11.00 the audience came from 
the Quaker Meeting House, to have a 
tour and explore the museum.  Really 
it was nice and a great idea to have 
knowledge and old life and history in 
general, and to learn what was 
happening before in early human life 

 how they lived 

 how they worked 

 how they gave us a chance to 
live this life. 

Really it’s been a pleasure for me to do 
the tour guide role at Doncaster 
Museum and Art Gallery.  Thanks to 
everyone who helped to involve me 
into this great project.  As always, if 
you like to see it better, you don’t have 
to stay in one place.  

 

Roman soldier, smiling 

Those who took part in the visit said ‘I 
enjoyed the Museum and loved both 
the history and the Romans. I had a 
good time and learned much about the 
history of Doncaster’. 

‘I am really enjoy in Roman Empire 
which about influence in Europe 
countries’. 

‘I am enjoying today. It’s very nice day 
because I enjoy with people more. I 
talk with lot of people in museum. 
Thank you all of them’. 

Those from Syria were particularly 
pleased to see the Lister machine in 
the museum, a company with which 
they were familiar from Syria. 

 

Asylum payments 

From 5th February 2018, the weekly 
allowance for asylum seekers has 
been increased from £36.95 to 
£37.75.  According to the Home 
Office, the amount has been 
‘carefully calculated’ to ‘meet the 
essential needs of asylum seekers’. 

As a result of these changes, the 
weekly amounts allocated are as 
follows:  

Food: £23.75 ie £1 per meal   
Toiletries: £1                            
Healthcare: £0.92                    
Household cleaning products: £0.92 
Clothing: £2.80                                
Travel: £4.30                
Communications: £3 

It is difficult to see how these 
amounts allow asylum seekers to 
maintain a minimum standard of 
living, never mind live with dignity.  It 
is a below inflation rise following a 
three year freeze.  Job Seekers 
Allowance is £74 per week. 

 

Cooking aseida 

Speaking Truth to Power 

The ‘Truth to Power Café’ came to 
CAST, Doncaster, on 8 February.  It 
offers audiences and participants an 
exploration into the power of free 
speech and political activism, as 
participants have five minutes to 
speak truth to power before a live 
audience by responding to the 
question: ‘Who has power over you 
and what do you want to say to 
them?’ 

Speaking ‘truth to power’ has its 

origins in anti-war pacifism, but in 

this era of post-truth and fake-news 

is widely accepted to mean saying 

something to those in authority or 

position of trust who don’t want to 

hear it. 

People of all ages, beliefs, and 

backgrounds were invited to take 

part and share their truth to power.… 

quite simply, anything or anyone that 

holds power over you. It’s time to tell 

them the truth before it’s too late. 
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Stories without words 

On two days in February members of 
the Conversation Club were invited to 
take part in a workshop, Telling our 
stories without words, run by Gecko 
Physical Theatre Company  

Three words were chosen, around 
which the performance would be built. 
Three powerful words:  

         Home; belong; freedom 

The movement began. Communication 
without words. Frantic movement, 
‘shouting’ lostness and futility, 
difference and alienation, fear and 
frustration, prejudice….. and praise. 

Yes, there was graceful movement, 
loud whisperings of tenderness and 
touch, compassion and connection. 
Unity. 

All this in a fifteen minute 
performance, built over 2 days. 
Difficult to describe, it was, quite 
simply, WOW! 

Very well done, Salah and Ako. Very 
big thank you, Gecko and Nicola! 

 

Congratulations to the 
Minster Literacy Project 
 

Doncaster Minster Literacy Project 
to be presented with the Duke of 
York’s Community Initiative award in 
ceremony in April. 

Doncaster Minster started to run its 
English Literacy Project a little over 2 
years ago and supports migrants, 

Asylum Seekers and Refugees and 
others who would like to improve 
their English language skills. 

 

 

 

The volunteer-led project is free to 
access and is an informal learning 
environment which is able to 
respond to people with all levels of 
English. Volunteer teachers – some 
of whom are highly skilled, retired 
teachers – assist people at whichever 
level they are and other native 
English speakers can help on a one 
to one or one to two basis as well. 

The project is for adults, with 
learners attending from China, 
Thailand, Albania, Slovakia, Poland, 
Pakistan, Eritrea, Kuwait, Bahrain, 
Ethiopia, Iran, Iraq, Syria, 
Afghanistan, Sudan, Somalia, 
Ghana, the Philippines and Sri 
Lanka. 

The Duke of York’s Community 
Initiative award is given for a period 
of 5 years to projects which the 
assessors consider to be run by and 
for the community and offers the 
following benefits: 

 Royal recognition of 
excellence 

 Use of the Royal logo which 
enhances fundraising 
credibility 

 Promotion of organisational 
pride 

 Business management 
support through workshops, 
mentoring and networking 

 Access to an in-house 
funding stream 

The award ceremony is on Tuesday 
April 24th at Sheffield Cathedral, with 
the Duke of York in attendance. 

For more information about the 
project please contact  

office@doncasterminster.org.uk or 
phone 01302 323 748 or see 

www.doncasterminster.co.uk 

Twitter; @DonMinster 

https://www.facebook.com/search/t
op/?q=doncaster%20minster 

 

For more information about the 
award please go to; 

www.dukeofyorkscommunityinitiati
ve.org.uk 

 

Congratulations to 
Barnsley Trades Council 

It’s now the Barnsley Trades Council of 
Sanctuary!   

 It means that the Trades Council, 
representing trades unions in 
Barnsley, welcomes refugees and 
migrants to the town and will support 
any local efforts which help them to 
stay, or settle in our town, and 
contribute to the future of their 
communities.  

It means that it will encourage migrant 
workers and refugees to join local 
trades unions to defend their rights at 
work. It believes asylum seekers 
should be given the right to work to 
support themselves and their families. 

mailto:office@doncasterminster.org.uk
http://www.doncasterminster.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=doncaster%20minster
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=doncaster%20minster
http://www.dukeofyorkscommunityinitiative.org.uk/
http://www.dukeofyorkscommunityinitiative.org.uk/
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The situation in Sri 
Lanka 

Members of the Tamil community in 

Doncaster continue to press the 

British Government on the treatment 

of Tamil people in Sri Lanka. 

This is a copy of their letter sent to 

Dame Rosie Winterton, the MP for 

Doncaster Central. 

 

 

‘From the day of independence, 

minority communities of Sri Lanka 

have been subjected to 

discrimination and suppression by 

the majority Sinhalese government. 

In 1956 the Sinhalese language was 

given official status.  From that day, 

other minority communities became 

second class citizens.  Tamils, who 

challenged this by nonviolent means, 

were brutally attacked by armed 

police and army.  Heavily armed 

government institutions (the army, 

police, paramilitaries and intelligence 

wings), so closely attached to 

Sinhalese Buddhist chauvinist and 

hegemonic establishments, 

unleashed brutal violence on 

unarmed innocent Tamil civilians. 

In 1982, Tamil youths took arms as 

self-defence.  In 2009, the Tamil 

armed resistance was silenced by the 

Sri Lankan government in gross 

violation of international human 

rights laws.  Government, through 

Hon Rosie WInterton MP, to 

recognise Tamil aspirations for a 

federal solution.  We are trying to 

expose the hidden agenda of ethnic 

cleansing by the Sri Lankan 

government.  We politely request the 

UK Government to put pressure 

diplomatically on the Sri Lankan 

Government to release all the Tamil 

political prisoners who were held 

without charge and arrested merely 

on suspicion and to bring pressure on 

the Sri Lankan Government to accept 

an international investigation on war 

crime allegations, and thus treat 

Tamil people equal citizens alongside 

the Sinhalese majority’. 

We are Sangeevan Jeyaraja, Mukesh 

PenneerSelvam and Alfred 

Thananchayan 

Some background 

In October 2015, the UN Human 

Rights Council passed Resolution 

30/1, co-sponsored by Sri Lanka, the 

UK and other partners.  This 

recognised the importance of a 

credible accountability process for 

those most responsible for violations 

and abuses.  It also called for the 

participation of Commonwealth and 

other foreign judges, defence 

lawyers and authorised prosecutors 

and investigators in Sri Lanka’s 

judicial accountability process. 

The Government Minister for Asia 

and the Pacific, Alok Sharma MP, said 

that since then, the Sri Lankan 

Government has made some 

encouraging progress with regard to 

these commitments, including the 

return of some military-held civilian 

land, the passing of legislation to 

establish an Office of Missing 

Persons and the ratification of the 

Convention on Enforced 

Disappearances.  It is now important 

for the Government to take steps to 

put the legislation into force. 

He met with Sri Lankan Foreign 

Minister Samaraweera in Geneva last 

February and made it clear that the 

UK is committed to seeing Resolution 

30/1 implemented in full.  He raised 

the importance of further land 

releases, constitutional reform, the 

development of new counter-

terrorism legislation in line with 

international human rights 

standards, the establishment of 

credible transitional justice 

mechanisms, and making the Office 

of Missing Persons operational. 

No further reply has yet been 

received from the Foreign Secretary. 

 

 

FORTHCOMING DATES 

09 March International 

Women’s Day 

10 March DCC outing to 

countryside – a walk 

followed by a meal at the 

Meeting House 

14 March Learn relaxation 

techniques – 10.30 at 

Meeting House 

21 March Cohesion 

Sheffield Conference 

21 March Talk by TB 

specialist nurse on TB 

23 March 7pm talk for 

volunteers on the asylum 

system 
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A view from 
the edge 
Doncaster 

Conversation 
Club 

Newsletter 

Based at the 

 
Quaker Meeting House 

Off St James St 

 Doncaster DN1 3RH 

 To receive a copy of this newsletter by email, send a message to 
Paulfitzp@aol.com 

Please send your contributions and suggestions to the same address. 

Doncaster Conversation Club offers opportunities for local people 
and people who have sought asylum in the UK to join together to 
share friendship, while offering support and practical help.  

  

The Club seeks to create a relaxed, friendly and supportive environment,  
and works on the principles  of  

Ownership – everyone can get involved  

Impartiality – it is not affiliated to any political or religious body 
Confidentiality – what you say is private  

Respect – for each other’s differences and individuality.  

  

The Club is pleased to acknowledge the support of Doncaster 
Society of Friends (Quakers), The Red Cross, The Refugee Council, 
Migrant Help, The Foyle Foundation, DIAL Doncaster, South 
Yorkshire Community Foundation, The Doncaster Clinical 
Commissioning Group, St Leger Homes, Club Doncaster 
Foundation, M25, Riverside Housing, DARTS, CAST, Fareshare, 
The Ruth Hayman Trust and Doncaster Minster.  

 

The Doncaster Conversation Club is run entirely by volunteers with the 
support of occasional grants for specific activities, currently from the Allen 
Lane Foundation, and the Wharfedale Trust  

  

 

 

 
The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual 
contributors. 

 

Paul FitzPatrick 
Doncaster Conversation Club 
Doncaster, South Yorkshire 

Registered Charity number 1159775 
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