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STANDING ALONGSIDE REFUGEES AND ASYLUM SEEKERS IN DONCASTER  IN THIS ISSUE 

                 

 

Giving a voice and supporting the needs 
of asylum seekers and refugees in 
Britain’s current toxic Brexit climate is a 
lonely business.   For this reason, we 
must ask what it is that asylum seekers 
and refugees want which Doncaster 
Conversation Club (DCC) can provide 
and other agencies cannot provide.  
Established in November 2010, DCC is a 
close knit family glued together by 
compassion, love and a unique 
willingness by a selfless team of 
volunteers to go the extra mile to make 
asylum seekers and refugees feel 
wanted and welcome as members of the 
human race.  DCC continued to touch 
the hearts and minds of hundreds of 
vulnerable asylum seekers and refugees 
by placing the needs of this client group 
at the heart of everything it does.  DCC’s 
rich traditions also recognise that there 
is no point in being complete outside but 
broken inside.  

Whilst recognised asylum seekers and 
refugees are not currently at risk from 
the new NHS Charging Regulations, 
failed asylum seekers (appeal rights 

exhausted), are at risk.  Even though 
health professionals cannot withhold 
immediately necessary and urgent 
treatment from a patient, NHS will still 
raise a charge against failed asylum 
seekers so-treated.  This is despite the 
fact that failed asylum seekers are not 
permitted to work and have no recourse 
to public funds. It can be expected that 
this matter will become a subject of 
intense campaigning and lobbying in the 
period ahead.  DCC will support such 
campaigns. We intend to preserve our 
inclusive culture and all the things that 
we do well which have led to DCC being 
recognised as an example of good 
practice.  

Building a stronger base of evidence to 
understand more about asylum seekers 
and refugees, their culture and 
behaviours as well as the impact of risks 
they face, is a growing and essential 
component of what we do.  Empowering 
our client community by giving them 
wanted information at the right time 
and place will continue to inform our 
work ethic.  It is a moral imperative. 
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Looking ahead to 2018 
      By Abraham Mdlongwa [Chair of DCC] 
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DCC – a force for 
good! 

By Abraham Mdlongwa 

2017 in retrospect. 

What a fantastic success story!!  Our 
multi-agency drop-in sessions held 
every Thursday at the Friends Meeting 
House continued to attract large 
attendance numbers, averaging 120 
each week, drawn from across the 
globe including Afghanistan, Albania, 
Democratic People’s Republic of 
Congo, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gambia, 
India, Iran, Iraq, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, 
Kuwait, Mauritius, Pakistan, Somalia, 
Syria and Zimbabwe.  After holding 
our AGM on 23 March in line with 
regulatory requirements, we 
successfully registered for The Office 
of Immigration Service Commission 
(OISC) status which allows us to 
complete applications for Travel 
Documents and to signpost clients 
lawfully to suitable immigration 
advisors.  This strengthened the work 
of our DCC trustees Jan Foster and Nic 
Burne who already hold Level 1 OISC 
qualifications, as well as volunteers 
Nell Boughey and Richard Steele who 
can support clients with their 
applications for Travel Documents. 
DCC also became a recognised 
reporting centre for hate crime.  

English classes supporting clients with 
language skills continued with a team 
of tutors overseeing the activities and 
collaborating with the Minster Literacy 
Programme, which runs English 
classes at St Georges House, as well as 
with Doncaster Central Library, which 
runs a Reading Ahead Programme for 
new arrivals into Doncaster. 

To meet the health and social care 
needs of our client community, DCC 
Volunteer and retired GP Julia Burne, 
alongside other DCC volunteers, 
continued to coordinate health walks, 
swimming sessions at the Dome and 
numerous visits to places of interest.  

Notable among the visits were to 
Bridlington seaside, Cusworth Hall, 
Conisbrough Castle, Hathersage’s St 
Michael’s Church and the Peak 
District, visits to York and to Lincoln 
including viewing the latter’s 900 year 
old iconic Cathedral, canoeing at 
Barnby Dun (which was followed by a 
superb BBQ) and a visit to Lifewise.    

Links with CAST, with Doncaster 
Museum and Doncaster Minster have 
developed this year, and there have 
been evenings of dancing at St James 
Church, worthy events which speak to 
the need for social integration and 
community cohesion.  Asylum seekers, 
refugees and local communities were 
all involved.  There was still time for 
another BBQ and social at Our Lady of 
Stainforth.  Dealing with Stress 
workshops facilitated by Improving 
Access to Psychological Therapies 
(IAPT) and British Red Cross First Aid 
course, remained firmly in DCC’s 
training calendar, as well as inputs on 
a range of issues aimed at raising 
awareness among volunteers.   
Attendance numbers at all the 
foregoing events were good, including 
participation in Refugee Week 
Celebrations, during which Rev Tom 
took about 15 asylum seekers and 
refugees to Hull to join national 
celebrations of World Refugee Day.  
Some of our clients and volunteers 
contributed to Doncaster Museum & 
Art Gallery’s exhibition Different 
Pasts, Shared Future.  Similarly 
themed workshops were hosted by 
Doncaster Museum at the Quaker 
Meeting House earlier in the year. 

It would be remiss of me not to 
mention the literary works of Alfred 
Thananchayan, a journalist originally 
from Sri Lanka who collaborated with 
another of our volunteers Denise Cann 
and Bruce Gillham to author a book 
entitled Chaos, Love and Inspiration.   
Alfred successfully launched his book 
on 26 August at the Doncaster 
Unitarian Church in Hallgate.  Finally, 
lest we forget Paul FitzPatrick the 

editor of this Newsletter.  His work, 
which depends on contributions from 
many others, continues to warrant 
peer and public recognition.  

Appreciation 

Most of the activities highlighted 
above have been made possible by the 
generous support of hosts and 
partners.  I do not take for granted the 
privilege of writing this report.  For the 
most part, I have been away from DCC 
due to my work commitments.  My 
fellow trustees Jan and Nic, who 
continue to provide strategic direction 
to the organisation, have however 
insisted I continue to play the role of 
DCC Chair.  For this and much besides, 
I am humbled. 

May I place on record my gratitude to 
all our DCC Volunteers for continuing 
to believe and to sacrifice for this 
worthy cause.  The work you do is 
priceless, and much of it hidden, from 
greeting new arrivals to tidying up.   I 
cannot thank you enough.  Every week 
the kitchen delivers an astonishing 
range of food, much of it home-
cooked.  Thank you to an energetic 
team.  Others undertake the often 
thankless task of dealing with 
government bureaucracy. Thank you 
to Jan our Lead Volunteer and DCC’s 
Secretary Nic, and to those now 
leaving us (thank you, Nell).  Happily, 
new volunteers continue to join us and 
are already making an impact. 

A big thank you too  to our 
cooperating partners including but not 
limited to G4S, Migrant Help, CAST, 
British Red Cross, Doncaster Quakers, 
Doncaster Museum, Doncaster 
Minster, Doncaster Council, Asylum 
Matters, Refugee Council, St Leger 
Homes of Doncaster, South Yorkshire 
Police and our various funders. 

We are all born naked, hungry and 
wet.  It does not need to stay that way 
though.  May I wish everyone a 
prosperous and more fulfilling New 
Year?   I thank you all. 
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People don’t 

generally want 

to talk about 

asylum seekers, refugees and migrants 

who die on the journey to their 

eventual destination; which is 

understandable. If you are a migrant, 

you need to believe that you will get 

where you are trying to get to. If you 

are an observer of this global 

phenomenon, it is likely that you will 

not want to think too long about what 

happens when things go fatally wrong. 

But I believe that in order to more fully 

understand this situation you have to 

think about them, to remember them 

and what they were searching for 

when they left home. 

I’ve found it impossible to put into 

words how I personally feel about this 

since I travelled to the Greek islands in 

2015 to work voluntarily with people 

arriving on boats from Turkey. The 

words won’t come out in the order I 

want them to. 

Thousands of people from all over the 

world have volunteered to help 

migrants from all over the world as 

they arrive in Europe. I’d say that most 

of those people will have had their 

eyes opened to the realities of what 

life is like for migrants who have 

literally walked across Europe. There 

are a smaller number of volunteers 

who have remained deeply involved in 

this work, on the ground in Greece, 

Italy, Spain, France, Serbia and every 

other country. Those volunteers in 

particular have found their entire 

world view fundamentally changed as 

a result of being involved. And then 

there are the people who have been 

dealing with the jobs which literally 

hardly anyone wants to do; spending 

time with the dead, preparing them for 

burial, trying to find out who they are, 

finding the money to get them buried, 

dealing with families who are 

searching for their missing loved ones. 

There are no optimistic photo 

opportunities, there are cultural and 

religious sensitivities which need to be 

learned and respected, there are lots 

of times when there is no good news 

to give out. Just The Searching. 

If you’re reading this as part of the 

DCC, you’ll likely already know asylum 

seekers or refugees here who have lost 

friends, family or in some cases 

multiple family members on the 

journey to Europe. They may not have 

survived crossing the desert from their 

home country, they may not have 

survived being held in detention in any 

number of countries en route, or most 

common everyone knows someone 

who drowned, either on the way from 

North Africa to Italy or from Turkey to 

Greece.   

 I am still involved in linking people up 

with aid from this country to a range of 

destinations and am fortunate to know 

all sorts of people doing positive, 

practical things to help. One of the 

organisations which I follow is United 

Rescues. They are a geographically 

disparate group of people across 

Europe who co-ordinate rescue efforts 

in the Mediterranean Sea with 

coastguards etc. They also do Missing 

Persons cases. This morning I was 

looking through their site. I saw 

mention of a lost boat load of people 

from December 2015 – the last time 

when a friend and I were last in Kos. 

We were walking 

along in Kos 

Town and we 

received a call 

from a Mercy 

Corps contact. They had been told by 

the coastguard that there was a boat 

full of people heading for the coast and 

we needed to be there on the ground 

to receive them – many children were 

in the boat. We stood waiting at the 

place we had been directed to. And we 

stood. We had binoculars and we 

scanned the horizon and scanned the 

horizon. It was a beautiful, sunny, cold 

December day. Visibility was excellent. 

We waited. We called other people 

posted at other points. The boat did 

not arrive. We organised the blankets, 

the food, the water. We waited. The 

boat never arrived.  I’ve never stopped 

wondering what happened to them. 

Were they the people in the United 

Rescues post? Surely their bodies 

would have washed up by now? I 

looked at one of the Turkish 

government sites where they post 

pictures and details of bodies which 

have washed up but are unidentified. 

Using Google Translate can be time 

consuming and frustrating but it’s very 

useful in the absence of anything else. 

Before long I’d been looking through 

the website for 2 hours and I realised 

that I was still fully engaged in The 

Searching. I doubt I’ll ever not be 

engaged in it at some level.  

https://m.facebook.com/unitedrescue

aid/?ref=content_filter 

www.unitedrescues.eu 

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/

world/europe/german-newspaper-

refugees-migrants-names-published-

died-europe-try-reach-33000-people-

a8047756.html 

The Searching 
By Louise O’Brien 

By Denise Cann and Paul FitzPatrick 
 

 

In our own words: Doncaster’s asylum 
seekers speak 

 
 

https://m.facebook.com/unitedrescueaid/?ref=content_filter
https://m.facebook.com/unitedrescueaid/?ref=content_filter
http://www.unitedrescues.eu/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/german-newspaper-refugees-migrants-names-published-died-europe-try-reach-33000-people-a8047756.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/german-newspaper-refugees-migrants-names-published-died-europe-try-reach-33000-people-a8047756.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/german-newspaper-refugees-migrants-names-published-died-europe-try-reach-33000-people-a8047756.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/german-newspaper-refugees-migrants-names-published-died-europe-try-reach-33000-people-a8047756.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/german-newspaper-refugees-migrants-names-published-died-europe-try-reach-33000-people-a8047756.html
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In the meantime I would like us all to 

remember the people who travel away 

from their families to help burying the 

dead, preparing them for burial and 

raising funds for those burials. Without 

their efforts, there would be even 

more families unable to bury their 

family members with respect. 

https://missingmigrants.iom.int/ 

 
 
Poem 
 
By Alfred Thananchayan 

Big or small 
Rich or poor 
Clean or dirty 
City or town 
I love Doncaster as it is. 

My father and mother 
Gave me a name. 
Doncaster gave the pride to that 
name. 
My poems are 
in the wall of its mall. 
Thousands 
Reading it every day.  

It's not a town of Gods 
It’s not a town of Lords 
It is a town of simple souls, 
Filled with spirit of love. 

People don't survive in Doncaster 
People live in Doncaster 
I love Doncaster. 

Ten-pin Bowling 

By Nawal Ogla 

On Tuesday 13 December, it was a 

lovely day.  We went with the group 

of the Quaker Meeting House to play 

bowling.  When we arrived at the 

bowling place, I didn’t expect it to be 

an exciting and beautiful place.  We 

needed such a trip because it 

changed our daily routine. 

When we were there we were 

several teams, and every team had a 

competition with the members of 

their group.  It was a very interesting 

and beautiful competition, and each 

winner from each group received a 

prize.   

 

It was a lovely day with friends, and 

the staff on the trip management 

were very nice with us and they had 

a good hospitality.  We would like to 

thank all who contributed to the 

arrangement and management of 

this beautiful trip. 

 

 

Come, Dine with us 

At St Paul’s Church, Cantley 

By Lilian Hollidge 

I arrived to pick up some  of DCC 

friends to share an afternoon of 

food, friendship and entertainment 

on November 25th 2017. The day was 

bitterly cold and windy as we waited 

for the convoy of cars to transport us 

to St Paul's.  

Approximately 30 party goers were 

quickly taken into the warm and 

friendly environment of the church 

hall in Cantley. There were 

decorations, including many 

international flags and bunting as 

well as tables and tables of foods and 

many friends to greet us. There were 

hot and cold foods from many 

different places and they were 

delicious, including a beautiful 

Biryani provided by Rasha. Both 

adults and children enjoyed building 

with Nic’s wooden garden games and 

welcomed each other. 

We were entertained by the Celtic 

Rose School of Irish Dance, with 

amazing dancing, much to the delight 

of a younger member of our group 

who accompanied them with her 

own dancing too. Gifts were shared 

with everyone and we joined in with 

singing with Phil who accompanied 

himself on the guitar whilst singing 

some popular songs 

Many thanks to Fr Bernard and the 

local Parish Sisters as well as the 

Justice and Peace group and friends 

of St. Paul's Church who arranged an 

amazing afternoon of friendship and 

entertainment to share with us. We 

can't wait for the next opportunity to 

get together to ‘come and dine’ with 

St. Paul's. 

https://missingmigrants.iom.int/
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A day at the Rovers  

By William Crosby 

Following the previous event at St 

Paul’s, members of DCC had won 

eight tickets to Doncaster Rovers’ 

home match on Boxing Day 

against Northampton Town. 

Attendance for this match was 

very high for the Rovers this 

season, which was definitely 

noticeable as we made our way 

around the stadium to reach our 

seats amongst a small gathering 

of Rovers supporters. Once inside 

we were greeted by the activities 

and features on display within the 

Stadium’s east stand, ahead of us 

was a small indoor penalty kick 

set up that a large group of 

children were enjoying. Along the 

wall was a timeline of the team’s 

recent history and successes, 

which we would explore during 

the break at half time.  

 

Our seats were located high up in 

the east stand, next to the 

boisterous south stand, with its 

ever present drummer who helped 

to keep the chants going 

throughout the match. The view 

from the seats was fantastic, 

allowing us a great oversight over 

the pitch and Doncaster’s warm 

up. The team would later cause a 

fair bit of confusion by wearing 

their blue away kit after I had 

explained to everybody that they 

would be wearing their traditional 

red and white.  

 

Despite this Doncaster started 

the match on top, controlling 

much of the first half but they 

initially found themselves 

unable to punch through the 

Northampton defence. After 

just over half an hour into the 

game however we got our first 

chance to really celebrate, as 

Rovers legend, James 

Coppinger, finally managed to 

poke the ball home after not the 

first, or the second, but the third 

attempt in a goalmouth scramble 

that had us all on the edges of our 

seats. A mere ten minutes later 

we were all on our feet again, 

when during a Doncaster 

breakaway one of the players was 

brought down inside the 

opposition’s penalty area, granting 

us what a DCC member 

immediately recognised and 

called for “PENALTY”. The 

Rovers made quick work of this 

and went into halftime 2-0 up. 

 

After a slow start to the second 

half, Rovers soon put the game to 

bed following yet another passage 

of play that had us all craning our 

necks trying to force the ball in, 

which after being cleared off the 

line eventually happened. From  

3-0 up Doncaster looked 

comfortable and we were all able 

to relax and soak in the jubilant 

atmosphere. As somebody who 

has watched Doncaster play 

many times before I can say that I 

have never seen people as 

engaged in the action as the 

those who represented DCC 

that day. And whilst I don’t 

understand Arabic, I am certain 

that the excited pace, and 

accompanying pointing, which 

came with every Doncaster 

attack was evident of a strong 

engagement with the day and 

of the town’s spirit that they 

represent.  

 
Thanks to John, who helped out both at the 

Stadium and with transportation, and took the 

adjacent photos. Thanks too to Lilian for 

helping out with transportation.  
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HARP Conference 

 

By all accounts, the Refugee Council’s 
Health Conference on Improving Health 
Support for Refugees and Asylum 
Seekers which was held 14 December at 
Leeds’ Thackray Medical Museum to 
mark the end of the Health for Access 
Refugees Programme (HARP), was a 
resounding success, with 108 delegates 
and excellent conference evaluation.  

A conference report will be produced in 
due course.  Here are a few key 
messages from the conference:- 

“The health and well being of vulnerable 

asylum seekers, refugees and migrant 

children, does matter.  Important that 

these communities have a voice. (see 

also HARP film  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rh7A6

a9dbjY&t=3s in which Basil, a HARP 

Volunteer is the man star) 

The adverse impact of the new NHS 

Charging Regulations introduced October 

2017 and which require ID Checks for 

secondary care and upfront charging for 

non-urgent care in hospital settings, will 

be disproportionate to failed asylum 

seekers (appeal rights exhausted and no 

recourse to public funds). Even though 

immediately necessary and urgent 

treatment cannot be withheld, the NHS 

will still raise a charge against the service 

user in this case a failed asylum seeker 

who is not permitted to work. 

Need to campaign for an explicit rights-

based approach to  healthcare and well 

being in order to ensure the system is 

robust, inclusive and protects the rights of  

vulnerable communities such as refugees 

and asylum seekers.  

HARP a great success story both in terms 

of impact and outputs achieved - over the 

3 year life of the project, 276 Volunteers 

recruited and developed vs target of 60, a 

total of 3,598 asylum seekers & refugees 

gained access to healthcare services vs 

target of 1080, and 352 health 

professionals attended health access 

awareness presentations vs target of 128 

The HARP model’s empowering impact 

goes beyond health and wellbeing.  It 

speaks to a holistic approach to problem-

solving based on understanding that 

feeling respected and treated with dignity 

is key to transforming relationships and 

communities.   

HARP is a unique asset and example of 

good practice worth of continued 

investment.  The gap plugged by HARP in 

terms of supporting asylum seekers and 

refugees to overcome barriers to health 

access, achieve better health outcomes, 

reduce inequalities to health access and 

to have a voice in planning health 

services that affect them, will not go away 

An evening at the 
Pantomime 
On Thursday evening, the 28th 

December, we arrived at The CAST 

theatre to join with other families in 

an evening of laughter and singing. A 

cold, frosty night outside but lots of 

warmth and fun inside as we 

watched, listened to and joined in 

with the songs and banter, as well as 

the ‘shouts’ of “They're behind you!” 

as the story of “Beauty and the 

Beast” unfolded in front of us.  

Not too sure how much of the 

Yorkshire banter between the actors 

was understood by some of our 

audience, but it didn't matter! The 

story unfolded quickly and with lots 

of action and singing, carrying the 

audience with it in excitement and 

expectation. 

 

 The plot involved us in the audience 

in singing and shouting out to ‘warn’ 

them about oncoming ‘danger’ from 

the ‘wolves’ and ‘the villain’ - 

Gaviscon, who ‘lost his hair’ in a very 

funny scene in the local village 

Beauty Salon and went on to ‘kill’ the 

hero – the ‘Beast’! The scenes were 

swiftly and skilfully changed to 

include us, in the audience and take 

us on an eventful and exciting 

journey to the finale where ‘the 

Beast’ transformed into a handsome 

‘Prince’ and Belle and the Beast were 

married. 

The cast of the Pantomime were very 

skilled in including us, the audience, 

in particular, the character of ‘the 

village dog’ who continuously 

“signed” the script and songs “Frere 

Jacques” to members of our 

audience with hearing difficulties. 

The smiles on the faces of children 

and adults in our party from 

Doncaster Conversation Club showed 

the pleasure we all shared. “Can we 

go again next year, please?” 

FORTHCOMING DATES 

03 January English classes 
at Doncaster Minster resume 
13.00. 

05 January Family 
swimming at the Dome 

10 January Dealing with 
stress session Meeting 
House 

20 January DCC visit to the 
Doncaster Aircraft Museum 

20 January Demonstration 
at Morton Hall 

24 January Talk / discussion 
on HIV / AIDS. Led by Sue 
Pennant, Nurse Specialist. 
Meeting House 14.00. 

27 January Holocaust 
Memorial Day 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rh7A6a9dbjY&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rh7A6a9dbjY&t=3s
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Sanctuary Everywhere 
Conference, Brussels 

by Kate McNally [Forced Migration 
Project Co-ordinator, QCEA, 
Brussels] 

On the first weekend in December, 
approximately 100 (mostly) Quakers 
from 14 countries gathered in 
Brussels for a weekend discussing 
the issues and challenges of 
Sanctuary. The conference borrowed 
the concept of Sanctuary 
Everywhere from the American 
Friends Service Committee (AFSC) 
and looked at how we can transform 
Europe into a continent of sanctuary, 
both for all the people who currently 
live here, but also for those seeking 
protection.  

It was jointly sponsored by the 
Quaker Council for European Affairs 
(QCEA) and Quaker Peace and Social 
Witness (QPSW), and had 
participation from the Quaker 
United Nations Office in Geneva 
(QUNO). It was an opportunity to 
consider the broad issues of what 
Friends can do to ensure Europe is a 
continent that values the human 
dignity of all people.  

On the Friday Dale Andrew from 
France Yearly Meeting spoke about 
the history of Friends’ refugee work 
in Europe, detailing some of the 
work with refugees  from 1914 
through 1961. Many of us know of 
the Quaker work that led to the 
Kindertransport programme in 1938, 
but not so many knew of Friends’ 
work in Spain, Palestine, Hungary, 
Yugoslavia and Algeria.  

Saturday morning saw two keynote 
addresses, looking at different facets 
of the issues facing Friends today. 
Marigold Bentley from QPSW spoke 
on “What role for Friends in building 
sanctuary everywhere?” detailing 

some of the steps that Friends can 
take to build communities and 
societies where everybody feels safe.  

The second keynote address was 
given by Heather Grabbe, Executive 
Director of the Open Society 
European Policy Institute, who spoke 
on “How to keep societies in Europe 
open? Populism, authoritarianism 
and their antidotes” She spoke about 
how to counter the shift we see 
toward closing our societies to those 
who most need us. She told us that 
politics is no longer oriented to left 
and right, but rather to above and 
below, with the ‘elite’ in need of an 
enemy to fight against.   

After lunch, a panel of presenters 
from QCEA, QPSW, and QUNO 
spoke about their work on forced 
migration at the Global, European 
and UK level.  

Afternoon workshops gave 
participants the opportunity to 
further explore topics related to 
sanctuary: 

 Making the case for 
peacebuilding 

 City of Sanctuary 

 Building a non-violent 
movement in East Africa 
(Kenya, Burundi, Rwanda) 

 Sanctuary Meetings 

 Helping LGBTQI+ people 
thrive 

 Migration and human rights 
in Europe 

 

Workshops were well attended and 
participants’ main criticism was that 
they wanted to be able to attend 
more of them.  

Saturday night brought an ‘action 
forum’, where Friends had 5 minutes 
each (precisely timed, with a gong to 
indicate that time was up) to present 
their work to the group. This was a 

fun, fast-paced time to find out 
about work that is being done 
throughout Europe and to find new 
connections with new projects.  

Sunday was naturally more 
reflective, with reflection about what 
we can take away with us and how 
we can do what love requires of us, 
followed by Meeting for Worship 
which was rich with ministry.  

One might be forgiven for thinking 
that the weekend was over at that 
point, but one would be mistaken. 
Sunday afternoon saw 50 people in 
Quaker House Brussels for a tour and 
description of the work of QCEA, 
including the quiet diplomacy that 
takes advantage of the home 
atmosphere of the house to bring 
together policy makers for private 
off-the-record discussions.  

Monday saw Quaker House again full 
for a day of training on the European 
Convention on Human Rights, the 
document which guarantees basic 
human rights to all people in the 
Council of Europe.  

Videos from the conference can be 
found at QCEA’s YouTube channel:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCqsHzl0hg9K4Fu7GTuBhSRA 

 

 

Sharing food at St Paul’s 
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 To receive a copy of this newsletter by email, send a message to 
Paulfitzp@aol.com 

Please send your contributions and suggestions to the same address. 

Doncaster Conversation Club offers opportunities for local people 
and people who have sought asylum in the UK to join together to 
share friendship, while offering support and practical help.  

  

The Club seeks to create a relaxed, friendly and supportive environment,  
and works on the principles  of  

Ownership – everyone can get involved  

Impartiality – it is not affiliated to any political or religious body 
Confidentiality – what you say is private  

Respect – for each other’s differences and individuality.  

  

The Club is pleased to acknowledge the support of Doncaster 
Society of Friends (Quakers), The Red Cross, The Refugee Council, 
Migrant Help, The Foyle Foundation, DIAL Doncaster, South 
Yorkshire Community Foundation, The Doncaster Clinical 
Commissioning Group, St Leger Homes, Club Doncaster 
Foundation, M25, Riverside Housing, DARTS, CAST, Fareshare, 
The Ruth Hayman Trust and Doncaster Minster.  

 

The Doncaster Conversation Club is run entirely by volunteers with the 
support of occasional grants for specific activities, currently from the Allen 
Lane Foundation, and the Wharfedale Trust  

  

Photo credits: QCEA, HARP and John Roe 

 

 
The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual 
contributors. 

 

Paul FitzPatrick 
Doncaster Conversation Club 
Doncaster, South Yorkshire 

Registered Charity number 1159775 

Issue 38 

04 January 2018 

 

mailto:Paulfitzp@aol.com

