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STANDING ALONGSIDE REFUGEES AND ASYLUM SEEKERS IN DONCASTER  IN THIS ISSUE 

 

                                        Lest we forget 

    By Paul FitzPatrick

In this, as in many previous editions 

of our newsletter, we publish 

accounts of visits to local places of 

interest.  People seeking asylum 

state that these visits are happy 

occasions when the stresses of daily 

life and the burdens of their case are 

laid aside for a while at least.  And 

there is no reason to suppose that 

these are not genuine responses. 

But neither must be forget the reality 

of these burdens.  On the day of our 

trip to Lincoln, really distressing news 

had just arrived both from Syria (the 

Russian bombing of the village of 

Kafar Sijna) and from Darfur.  Human 

Rights Watch reported that Sudan’s 

security forces opened fire on 

protesters in Kalma refugee camp, 

the largest in South Darfur, killing at 

least 5 and wounding more than 20. 

The residents were protesting 

against a planned visit by President 

al-Bashir, holding signs saying he 

should not set foot in Kalma camp 

and instead be sent to the 

International Criminal Court to face 

charges for war crimes, crimes 

against humanity, and genocide. 

The Sudanese government’s use of 

force in response was, according to 

witnesses, grossly disproportionate. 

Security forces, including the 

notorious Rapid Support Forces 

responsible for war crimes in Darfur, 

fired live ammunition at protesters 

to disperse them.  Already in the first 

half of 2017 according to the UN, 

8,000 individuals were displaced in 

Darfur.  Between 28 May and 15 

June 2017, a number of attacks 

against civilians and civilian property 

by the RSF among others, left 17 

dead, 30 seriously injured and 17 

abducted.  On our bus to Lincoln, 

there were people who grew up in 

Kafar Sijna and in Kalma camp, and 

whose families still live there. 

 

Visit to Lincoln              Page 2 

 

Stainforth barbeque 

Page 4 
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A special thanks to the Quaker 
Meeting in Lincoln who hosted 48 of 
us from Doncaster who travelled by 
coach and car to enjoy a tour of the 
Cathedral and an exploration of the 
town. 

By Haythan Suliman Saleh and many 
others 

The date 23rd September, I went to 
Lincoln with my friends and many 
team of family of the Meeting House.  
The day I enjoyed at England, the day 
I remember, I and my friends, we 
enjoyed very much.  The team from 
Meeting House so very kind with us 
and all the people who stayed on the 
journey.  It is very happy on the day, 
and we ate nice food and drank 
anything at Lincoln. 

 
At 2pm we went around the village 
and we ate ice cream, and we 
enjoyed these too.  I remember this 
day, it is a very nice day in my life 
and I thank very much all the people 
of the team at the Meeting House 
and all the people who helped us on 
the long journey and we stayed 
together on this day. 
 
At 4pm we came back to Doncaster.  
I went to my friend’s house for him 
and we talked together about the 
long journey.  We stayed together 
with all the women and families and 
all the Meeting House team.  It was a 
very nice day. 
 
I enjoyed being with the group in the 
cathedral. Nice place. Everything 
different from Iraq. We saw the 
carving of the imp. Old buildings very 
nice. I like the patterns in the 
cathedral and the architecture. I 

enjoyed the food in the Meeting 
House and the coffee.  
 
Today I enjoyed when I was in the 
church. It remind me when I was 
young. We learn about Jesus, when 
he was born. And the church was so 
big, have got more information 
about Lincoln Cathedral and we were 
told how they build the church and  
I want to see where the devil was. I 
enjoyed as well. 
 
Today was interesting as I saw the 
cathedral for the first time and also 
learn that it has existed for this long. 
I was happy with the story Margaret 
told us about the cathedral and all 
the bible stories remind me of my 
childhood bible stories. It was  
nice standing in the tallest house in 
the UK which is also the cathedral. 
 
Today’s vacation is a very wonderful 
trip. I have seen a very historical 
places which I have seen in my life. 
Especially the Lincoln cathedral is 
one of the most ancient cathedral 
which I have seen in terms of the size 
and the art of building. It had taken 
200 years to complete the building. 
So it took like two generations to be 
completed. We have given a good 
information of the cathedral by those 
who serve there. Later on we also 
have invited to eat our lunch in the 
Meeting House. We really have 
enjoyed our lunch with a variety of 
fruits and sandwiches. I would like to 
come back to see more things about 
Lincoln. 
 
I enjoyed the cathedral and how it 
was built. It is very old with lovely 
stained glass windows. I enjoyed the 
drive from Doncaster and the 
countryside. 

Today I visit the cathedral church in 
Lincoln which is 900 years old. It is 
amazing for me because I love 
historic places and historic things. I 
learned about the church and its 
history. I am so happy. I enjoyed the 
food at the Meeting House. All 
volunteers are nice. One thing is bad 
it is now I start headache. I thank my 
group who work in Meeting House 
who arrange this visit. 
 
Today is very good day. Thanks for 
all. The Lincoln cathedral very 
beautiful and I was impressed by the 
beautiful architecture. 
 
It was amazing. I met the Friends on 
Saturday from refugee in the Quaker 
centre. We don’t have much time to 
chat cos it’s busy for everyone. I 
LOVED Lincoln. It is beautiful village 
with full of history and heritage. The 
cathedral surprised and amazed me. 
Is a beautiful history about Jesus 
Christ and Mother Mary. I took lot 
photos for memory and post in my 
Facebook to show my friends in 
Brazil where I come from. 
 

 
 
 
 

Visiting Lincoln 
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Stainforth barbeque 

On Saturday 9 September, the parish 
of Our Lady at Stainforth hosted a 
wonderful barbeque and social event 
for a party of 70 people from Doncaster 
Conversation Club, asylum seekers 
and volunteers included.  It was a 
wonderful communal event. 

Here is a breakdown by country of 
origin. 

Albania 9 

Algeria 2 

Burundi 1 

Gambia 2 

India 4 

Iran 11 

Iraq 9 

Kuwait 5 

Pakistan 5 

Stateless 1 

Sudan 10 

Syria 3 

UK 8 

    

Total 70 

  

People arrived by minibus, by a fleet of 
seven cars, and by bus.  Special 
thanks to those who came early to help 
set up and who stayed behind to clear 
up. 

So many contributed to the success of 
the event.  In addition to those who 
prepared and cooked the food, and 
who continued to serve it, there were 
the Irish dancers, dancing from Iran 
and Kurdistan, singing from Pakistan 
and Sudan, and Doncaster’s very own 
Quirky Choir.  Stainforth’s Deputy 
Mayor was present, with lots of people 
from the church. 

 

 

     By Shukree Jumaa 

I was so happy to have gone to the 
barbeque.  We went in the car driven 
by Nic in the morning.  We got there 
at eleven and came back at 3.30.  We 
very much enjoyed all the different 
people, singing and dancing, all from 
different countries – India, Sudan and 
Iran, and British 
 
The food was delicious, burgers, fish 
and vegetables, but not sweetcorn – I 
don’t like.   
 
It was a great day, enjoyed being with 
other people from different countries 
and playing games.  The day ended 
about four o’clock.  I want to thank all 
the people involved. 
 
 

 
Some of the Stainforth volunteers 
 

Some further comments 

 
Very nice day. Good food. Laughing 
faces. Welcoming, nice fun. First time 
watched Irish dance – is really nice. 
It’s a different experience. All the 
peoples are nice and kind manner. 
Thank you for whose arrange the 
event. Good planned. 
 
We enjoy really so much because 
have womens, children and men. We 
make new friends. It was a beautiful 
day because we eat delicious food 
and people from different country 
singing and dancing. It was really 
enjoyment. I wish we coming again. 
 
We enjoy really so much because 
here comes a lot of people and make 
friends. We eat very delicious food. 
We singing and dancing. It was really 
funny. Today was a beautiful day for 

me and my son. I wish we coming 
again here. 
 
 

 

 
And from Stainforth: 

Really interesting for me to speak to 
some of the asylum seekers and 
learn about their experiences here – 
particularly the long time waiting to 
hear from the Home Office.  

What a fantastic event! I am almost 
filling up as I write this because it is 
such a beautiful thing to see such a 
‘melting pot’ of different people 
brought together, eating, chatting and 
enjoying life together. Fabulous! Well 
done to all who organised and 
served. God bless you all. 

 

 

      ‘I am happy today’ by Marzia (age 12) 
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By Jude Holland [Project Manager, 

Doncaster 1914-18] 

 

On Tuesday 26th September, 
Doncaster 1914-18 and Doncaster 
Heritage Services welcomed refugees 
and asylum seekers to Doncaster 
Museum for a celebration event to 
view the artwork and film they 
created as part of Doncaster 1914-
18’s Welcome to Doncaster Project.  
They were joined by representatives 
from the Conversation Club, 
Doncaster Minster, Doncaster 
Central Learning Centre, the 
Northern Refugee Council and and 
the Civic Mayor and Mayoress of 
Doncaster.  

The event marked the end of a six-

month project where 20 men and 

women from countries including 

Syria, Palestine, Eritrea and Somalia 

have being exploring life as a refugee 

or asylum seeker, now and a century 

ago, when Doncaster welcomed 

Belgian refugees during the First 

World War.  

Britain welcomed 250,000 Belgian 

refugees between 1914-1918, and 

many made their home in Doncaster, 

being welcomed by local people and 

finding new homes and families in 

the town. Participants took part in 3 

workshops, exploring this history,  

 

creating their own artworks in 

response to events, and participating 

in a film made by local filmmaker 

Wayne Sables.  

Some of the artwork produced 

Zead Midane, one of the participants 

in the Project, spoke about exploring 

the lives of Doncaster refugees a 

century ago:  “It’s been very useful to 

look at the life they led, and 

hopefully I can learn something to 

help me in my new life here, so I can 

be a productive individual in a 

society.” 

Cllr Nigel Ball, Cabinet Member for 

Public Health, Leisure and Culture, 

said: “Thank you to all those who 

have contributed to this fascinating 

and thought-provoking project and 

for sharing their stories and 

experiences of arriving in Doncaster. 

Doncaster has always had a 

reputation as a town that welcomes 

people who are seeking refuge due 

to war and famine in their own 

countries and hopefully long shall it 

remain so. These people, many of 

whom settle here and contribute to 

the rich and diverse culture of our  

 

town, need to be remembered, as do 

their experiences. 

The artworks and film will be shown 

in Doncaster 1914-18’s ‘Keep the 

Home Fires burning’ exhibition, 

exploring life in Doncaster’s Home 

Front during the First World War, 

which will open at Doncaster 

Museum and Art Gallery in April 

2018. 

 

Some of those who attended the 
barbeque 

 

Inside Lincoln Cathedral 

Celebrating Doncaster’s history of welcoming 
refugees 
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A visit to Lifewise 

 

 
A total of 40 people from DCC 
attended the Lifewise Centre in 
Hellaby at the beginning of 
September, for a day full of 
workshops and information, designed 
to educate them about their rights 
and responsibilities while living in 
Doncaster as well as providing them 
with any practical help and support 
they may need.  Lifewise is a project 
of South Yorkshire Police, designed 
to educate visitors about safety and 
citizenship. 
 
Superintendent Simon Verrall, who 
opened this year’s event and met the 
group, said: “Asylum seekers will 
have arrived in the country with very 
varied expectations of the police.  
Equally, their view of what is 
expected from the public by the police 
will be different too. This event gave 
us an opportunity to allay any 
concerns they may have and to have 
an open discussion to ensure that this 
potentially vulnerable group of people 
can be safe and feel safe while 
staying in South Yorkshire.”  
 
Joined by a number of other 
agencies, including South Yorkshire 
Fire and Rescue, the M25 Housing 
Project, Job Centre and Apna Haq, a 
number of workshops and scenarios 
were hosted throughout the day to 
promote personal safety and explain 
how people can help to keep 
themselves safe.  
 
Janice Foster, from the Doncaster 
Conversation Club, who helped to 
organise the event said: 

“Understanding our laws, culture and 
customs will help them to integrate 
and rebuild their lives. This is a two-
way process as we also need to 
understand their cultures and 
customs too. It’s about uniting not 
dividing.” 
 
Alison Phelan, project officer in South 
Yorkshire Police’s community safety 
department, said: “The event was a 
huge success and everyone really 
seemed to enjoy the day. We had 
some positive feedback, with people 
saying they now knew what to do to 
keep safe and knew where to go and 
who to speak to, should they need 
help or advice.” 
  
 

 

Art out of the Bloodlands: A 
Century of Polish artists in 
Britain (Ben Uri Gallery) 

The painting below, Refugees (c. 1941) 
by the Polish-Jewish émigré Josef 
Herman, symbolizes not only the plight of 

Jewish refugees during the Second World 
War, but the wider displacement of 
peoples uprooted and forced into exile as 
a consequence of war.  

 

 

FORTHCOMING DATES 

07 October DCC outing to 
Cusworth Hall 
 
07 October ‘A Big 
Conversation about Asylum 
Seekers and Refugees’, St 
John’s Church, Penistone, 
with Linda McAvan MEP and 
others, including DCC 
 
07 October 7pm at Doncaster 
Meeting House: Torture: what 
can be done to prevent it?  
The workshop will be led by 
Jane Laxton from Quaker 
Concern for the Abolition of 
Torture.  
 
16 October Launch of the 
Sheffield Cohesion Hub in the 
Winter Gardens from 1.30pm  
 
18 October Open Day at 
Doncaster College from 4pm 
 
20 October Doncaster 
Meeting House: performance 
of The Bundle (See page 7) 
 
23 October Sheffield Meeting 
House 7.30pm The Balfour 
Declaration – a Jewish 
perspective 
The Palestinian Solidarity 
Campaign is partnering with 
Kairos Sheffield to welcome 
Robert Cohen, rabbi, blogger 
and dissident, to talk about the 
impact of the Balfour 
Declaration. 
 
25 October ASSIST AGM The 
Sanctuary, Chapel Walk, 
Sheffield 6.30pm 
 
28 October Regional City of 
Sanctuary meeting in 
Wakefield: Learning and 
Sharing Together 
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Brief News Headlines 

1. Freedom from Torture  

… are calling for Parliament to 
investigate how the Home Office 
handles evidence of torture and 
ensure survivors are protected. 

 

https://action.freedomfromtorture.org/
help-ensure-torture-survivors-are-
protected?utm_source=fftfb&utm_ca
mpaign=050917 

2. G4S profits 

On 13 September, the Guardian 
reported that the security firm G4S 
appears to have been making more 
profit than its contract allows from the 
immigration removal centres (IRCs) it 
runs for the government, according to 
an internal document seen by the 
Guardian. 

According to an outline of G4S’s 
financial performance at the two IRCs 
it ran in 2016, the company’s margin 
on its trading profit at Brook House 
was 20.7%. At Tinsley House, its 
other IRC, the margin was 41.5%, 
though that figure may be distorted by 
the fact that Tinsley House was 
closed for part of the year.  

The exact profit margin G4S is 
contractually allowed to make is not 
published by the Home Office or the 
company, but under the original 
contract, drawn up in 2009 and also 
seen by the Guardian, the agreed 
initial limit to the profit margin was 
6.8%.  

G4S won the initial contract on the 
basis that it would look to make 
savings and any excess profit would 
be returned to the Home Office. A 
more recent email suggests the 
expected margin now is just over 5%.  

G4S said the margins on its trading 
profits did not factor in centralised 
costs such as payroll, but declined to 
reveal the final extent of its profit 
margin, citing concerns over 
competition. A spokesperson also 
declined to comment on why the 
margins appeared so large. 

3. EDM 269: Parliamentarians 
reporting constituents to Home 
Office 

The following motion was tabled on 5 
September:  

That this House is concerned by 
recent Freedom of Information 
reports revealing that on 482 
occasions between 2014 and 2016 
hon. Members of the House have 
been informing the Home Office of 
undocumented migrants; believes 
that to inform on a constituent would 
be a fundamental betrayal of trust, 
acting against the interests of those it 
is an hon. Member’s duty to 
represent, as well as a failure of 
confidentiality and a potential breach 
of the Data Protection Act 1998; is 
further concerned by the Home Office 
response that hon. Members would 
only be identified as an MP if they 
declared themselves on the form, 
which allows someone to remain 
anonymous; further believes that the 
risk that this is but the tip of iceberg; 
and notes that this information comes 
amid a year and a decade when the 
Home Office has been increasingly 
hostile to those who have chosen to 
make the UK their home. 

4. EDM 257: On the Panorama 
programme ‘Britain’s Immigration 
Secrets’ 

The following motion was tabled on 
26 September: 

That this House is shocked and 
disturbed by the BBC Panorama 
documentary Britain’s Immigration 
Secrets exposing the abuse suffered 
in Brooke House, the immigration 
detention centre managed by G4S; 
commends the efforts of reporter 
Callum Tulley for his bravery in 
reporting on this matter despite the 
personal risk; considers that there 
must be segregation between asylum 

seekers and criminals who have been 
released from prison; and calls on the 
Government to introduce separate 
wings of detention centres in order to 
protect refugees and asylum seekers. 

5. BBC World Service 

The BBC World Service is currently 
launching in 12 new languages - 
Afaan Oromo, Amharic, Gujarati, 
Igbo, Korean, Marathi, Pidgin, 
Punjabi, Serbian, Telugu, Tigrinya 
and Yoruba. 

6. APPG on Migration and so-
called ‘low-skilled work’ 

The APPG on Migration has 
recommended the government take a 
“new approach” to so-called ‘low-
skilled work’ after a landmark report 
found that many roles with British 
SMEs and the public sector, 
particularly in the care sector, will be 
hard to fill after EU freedom of 
movement ends in the UK. 

The report, Brexit: beyond the highly 
skilled – the needs of other economic 
stakeholders, examines the impact 
that ending freedom of movement 
between the UK and the EU will have 
on small and medium sized 
businesses (SMEs) and the public 
sector in the UK. 

Classifying roles as ‘low-skilled’ 
makes it almost impossible for 
business and the public sector to 
recruit overseas workers under the 
existing points based system (PBS). 
The inquiry found that the label of 
‘low-skilled’ also creates a negative 
image of the jobs among British 
workers, discouraging them from 
applying.  

  

https://action.freedomfromtorture.org/help-ensure-torture-survivors-are-protected?utm_source=fftfb&utm_campaign=050917
https://action.freedomfromtorture.org/help-ensure-torture-survivors-are-protected?utm_source=fftfb&utm_campaign=050917
https://action.freedomfromtorture.org/help-ensure-torture-survivors-are-protected?utm_source=fftfb&utm_campaign=050917
https://action.freedomfromtorture.org/help-ensure-torture-survivors-are-protected?utm_source=fftfb&utm_campaign=050917
http://appgmigration.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/APPG-on-Migration-Brexit_Beyond-the-highly-skilled-report-Sept-2017.pdf
http://appgmigration.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/APPG-on-Migration-Brexit_Beyond-the-highly-skilled-report-Sept-2017.pdf
http://appgmigration.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/APPG-on-Migration-Brexit_Beyond-the-highly-skilled-report-Sept-2017.pdf
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 Family reunions

     By Becky Lehane [British Red Cross, International Family Tracing Service] 
 

The British Red Cross continues to work with people in different places to try to help to restore contact with 
missing family members.  DCC participates in this scheme. 
 
Last month we had 4 successful cases in Yorkshire.  One example is below: 
We were able to reunite two brothers through our “Trace the Face” online tracing tool: 
https://familylinks.icrc.org/europe/en/Pages/Home.aspx 
 
The brothers had been separated for over 9 years and were the only living family members in their family due to 
the conflict in their country of origin. Using Trace The Face the younger brother thought he recognised his brother 
and he was right.  It turned out the brother was also in the UK and after some security checks we supported a 
very emotional phone call between them.   The older brother got straight in his car to West Yorkshire (with food) 
to meet his little brother. Both have had a hard journey and we are now hopeful that this contact will lead to a 
better and less lonely life for both of them.  They are already planning to live with each other. 
 
 

The Bundle 

 
 

 

https://familylinks.icrc.org/europe/en/Pages/Home.aspx
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 To receive a copy of this newsletter by email, send a message to 
Paulfitzp@aol.com 

Please send your contributions and suggestions to the same address. 

Doncaster Conversation Club is one of many Conversation Clubs  across 
the country which offer opportunities for local people and people who have 
come to live in the UK to join together to share friendship, while offering 
support and practical help. 

 

The Club seeks to create a relaxed, friendly and supportive environment,  
and works on the principles  of 

Ownership – everyone can get involved 

Impartiality – it is not affiliated to any political or religious body 

Confidentiality – what you say is private 

Respect – for each other’s differences and individuality. 

 

The Club is pleased to acknowledge the support of Doncaster 
Society of Friends (Quakers), The Red Cross, The Refugee Council, 
Migrant Help, The Foyle Foundation, DIAL Doncaster, South 
Yorkshire Community Foundation, The Doncaster Clinical 
Commissioning Group, St Leger Homes, Club Doncaster 
Foundation, M25, Riverside Housing, DARTS, CAST, Fareshare, 
The Ruth Hayman Trust and Doncaster Minster. 

                            
The Doncaster Conversation Club is run entirely by volunteers with the 
support of occasional grants for specific activities, currently from the Allen 
Lane Foundation, and the Wharfedale Trust 

 

 
The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual 
contributors. 

Paul FitzPatrick 
Doncaster Conversation Club 
Doncaster, South Yorkshire   

Registered Charity number 1159775 
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