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“So you know the world a little 
better now”  
He said when I came back.  
“Yep” I said.  
I know children who hit the deck fast 
if a balloon bursts at a party.  
I know men who flinch if they hear a 
helicopter overhead.  
Linguistic mish-mash Asalamalaikum 
Tamam Habibti.  
 
Waves roll in. “I don’t like the sea 
now though”  
And a man is sitting on a bench 
chain smoking with his wife; fragile 
and silent.  
But he’s alone; she is in his 
imagination.  
How is he so CALM in the face of this 
utter loss and devastation – I can’t 
even find the right words!  
“Alhamdulillah” he says.  
 

 
I SEE his trauma in his completely red 
eyes and twitching hands, and later a 
nurse looks afraid of him.  
He looks about to explode with 
emotions, buried inside.  
“I want to go home” he whispers, 
“But there’s nothing left”. 
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 On 4th July, Doncaster 1914-18 
hosted a visit to Doncaster Mansion 
House as part of the Welcome to 
Doncaster project. 

 

Doncaster 1914-18’s Welcome to 
Doncaster project aims to explore 
the life of Belgian refugees who 
came to Doncaster 100 years ago 
during the First World War. During 
the First World War around 160,000 
to 250,000 refugees from Belgium 
came to the U.K., and some found 
their home in Doncaster.  

The project has included a series of 
workshops at which Doncaster’s 
current refugees and asylum seekers 
find out about daily life in Doncaster 
100 years ago and create artworks 
for a 2018 exhibition at Doncaster 
Museum. The workshops also set out 
to record the contemporary 
experiences of refugees and asylum 
seekers in Doncaster today, and 
compare these to the experiences of 
1914-18. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

The final workshop of the project 
took place on 4th July at Doncaster 
Mansion House. Doncaster Mansion 
House played an important role in 
the First World War and it welcomed 
Belgian refugees when they arrived 
in Doncaster. The First World War 
refugees were taken to the Mansion 
House when they arrived to be 
greeted by the Mayor and Mayoress.  
On our visit we were taken on a tour 
of the Mansion House and found out 
about its history. Visitors were given 
the chance to follow in the footsteps 
of First World War refugees. 

The workshop also included the 
chance for refugees and asylum 
seekers to record interviews about 
their experiences of Doncaster today, 
which will feature on a film that will 
be part of the 2018 exhibition.  At 
the workshop visitors were also able 
to make greetings cards using 
printing techniques.   The greetings 
cards will feature as part of the 2018 
exhibition, alongside the artwork 
created at the other workshops. 
 
A celebration of the project will take 
place on 26th September from 1pm 
until 3pm at Doncaster Museum & 
Art Gallery.  The celebration will see 
the artworks displayed together for 
the first time, and the first screening 
of the Welcome to Doncaster film. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Volunteer Tour Guides at Doncaster 

Museum & Art Gallery 

At Doncaster Museum and Art 

Gallery’s Refugee Week event on 23rd 

June tours of the museum were 

given by Mazen from the Sudan.  The 

tours were well researched and were 

received well by the visitors who 

attended the event. Mazen has since 

gone on to assist the Museum is 

delivering workshops at the 

Doncaster Minster literacy group. 

The Museum would like to 

encourage more asylum seekers and 

refugees to join us as volunteer tour 

guides and Hands-on-History 

volunteers who encourage members 

of the public to handle real historical 

objects during their visit. The 

Museum would like to offer tours in 

English and a variety of other 

languages. 

 

Full training will be given which will 

include training in delivering tours, 

workshops on local history and 

research skills.   

To get involved contact Victoria on 

01302 737339 or 

Victoria.Ryves@doncaster.gov.uk  

In the footsteps of First World War refugees 

By Victoria Ryves, Volunteer and Community Engagement Officer 
Doncaster Heritage Services 

 

 
 

 

mailto:Victoria.Ryves@doncaster.gov.uk
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Canoeing at Barnby Dun 

For the third year running, we enjoyed 
the hospitality of Kevin and Sharman 
Jones and of the Kool Kayakers 
Canoeing Club, at Barnby Dun.  A total 
of 87 people enjoyed a BBQ in their 
garden, including 53 asylum seekers 
and refugees, 10 paddlers from KKCC, 
10 volunteers from DCC, and 10 of the 
Syrian team who managed the BBQ.  It 
was truly a team effort. 

 

 

By Mohammad Ziad 

I just heard from people about it but 

I never ever did it before, so when 

we arrived there and people started 

to enter the boat, I just had this 

feeling that maybe I would turn the 

boat over, but I was just still 

watching people.  Then I heard a 

voice saying to me to ‘go up here 

please’.  And I just hoped that it 

wasn’t speaking to me but it was!  

I went up the boat carefully and I 

made it.  I started to row.  I just was 

so happy – it was the first time for 

me.  The sun was warm.  When it 

became to water and you were in the 

boat, you will see an amazing view of 

how the sun was reflected on the 

water.  And when the big boat came 

passed, you have to be in the safety 

of the canal.  I didn’t want this 

moment to finish.  Also you could see 

how people were so happy with a big 

smile. 

When we arrived at the point where 

the canal met the river Don and 

there is water on another side higher 

up, it was so nice.  We took an 

amazing photo in these amazing 

moments. 

Then it’s done.  We get out and move 

the boat to the house, and we are 

surprised with a lot of barbeque and 

food.  The house belonged to the 

best couple – they are so kind and so 

nice.  I just was waiting to hear the 

voice say the food is ready, then here 

we are, the voice is shouting but with 

the children first!  We have to wait!  

Then our time comes and we start to 

eat.  Then we drank an amazing cup 

of tea, and then we had to go.  Really 

it was a very nice day in my life, so 

thank you to everyone who did that 

– the team of rowing, and the family 

of the house and all the volunteers 

from the Meeting House. 

Some further comments 

Different – happy, joking, relaxed day. 
The food was good. First time for me 
in canoe – was good. Enjoyed being 
with people speaking many different 
languages. 
 
I am today very happy with the 
canoeing. Nice sunshine and food is 
nice. We meet friends. We have good 
time and enjoyed the outing. Thanks 
very much to all friends who arrange 
it. 
 

 

I like so much this special day. I 
enjoyed so much the canoeing and to 
see these people who were with big 
smile all the time.  
 
Weather was good and we enjoyed 
the canoeing and the food was great. 
We enjoyed of the whole day. It is 
very nice outing. 
 
It was a very special day. We enjoyed 
with all people and thanks for all the 
staff for everything. Everything is 
better. 
 
Today is fantastic day because I 
enjoy very well. I do boating. My dad 
is well is paddling and I all enjoy very 
well. I enjoy boating is too good. And 
after boating I come one house. She 
is so good. I do barbeque. Is well is 
good food. The food are also so 
taste. Today is so good day. I always 
remember this day.  
 

 
 
Today I’m delighted for enjoyable 
because everyone enjoyed 
themselves. I’m so really, really 
happy. Than I would like to go 
everywhere on the future. Finally 
thanks so much give this opportunity. 
I saw a big bridge, small boat, big 
boat and then honest people. 
 
Today the sun was shining. My family 
enjoyed going on the canal on a 
canoe. Very nice day and good food. 
Very good people and good in the 
boat. I hope to see trip again. 
 
It was a very nice day. It was the first 
time of canoeing. I enjoyed. All the 
people were friendly especially the 
Conversation Club. I hope to visit 
more places, more journeys. A 
special thanks to the house and 
hospitality and all the guys making 
food. 
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FORTHCOMING DATES 

01 August, and each Tuesday 
during August: Sewing activity 
at the Meeting House 1-4pm 

04 August 2.00pm Swimming at 
the Dome for DCC families and 
ladies 

09 August 11.00 Dealing with 
stress (Meeting House 11.00) 

09 August 2.00pm Swimming at 
the Dome for those without 
children 

14 August Barn dance at St 
James’ Church Hall. 6.00 – 9.00pm 
 
22 August First Aid class at the 
Meeting House 
 
23 August Day trip to Bridlington, 
by coach.  Organized in 
conjunction with the Mothers’ Union 
at Doncaster Minster 
 
04 September Lifewise 

 
07 September Fun for children at 
CAST 

 
09 September Barbecue in 
Stainforth 
 
09 – 10 September 
DNweekeND: events around 
Doncaster town centre 

 

 
 

 

 

 

By Frances Brabazon 

I have volunteered at the Doncaster 

Conversation Club (DCC) for a 

number of years when I have been 

on holiday from University. As part of 

the final year of my Early Childhood 

Studies degree I had the opportunity 

to undertake a research study. I 

decided to conduct my research on 

how the DCC supports families with 

early years children (ie children up to 

the age of seven). I found that most 

of the research on community 

organisations for refugee and 

asylum-seekers is over a decade old. 

There is little recent research looking 

at how these organisations are 

currently working. My research took 

the form of a case study focusing on 

the DCC. To collect data for my 

research volunteers kindly filled in 

questionnaires. Some of the asylum-

seeker and refugee families who 

attend the DCC also kindly took part 

in interviews. I was grateful for their 

contribution to my research because 

it helped me gain a wide variety of 

views. 

My research found that the DCC 

provided a wide range of support to 

asylum-seeker and refugee families. 

Many of the families commented on 

how important the social element 

provided by the DCC is for their 

families. Meeting families in similar 

situations to them was a vital 

element of support to them. The 

families and the volunteers also 

commented on the basic needs 

support provided by the DCC for  

 

many families such as food and 

clothing. Many families saw this 

support as one of the main reasons 

to come to the DCC. Many parents of 

the families also took part in the 

English lessons run by the DCC. Some 

of the parents mentioned how they 

hoped their improving levels of 

English will help their children learn 

English. Another area of support the 

families found particularly helpful 

was receiving help in accessing other 

services such as their local GP and 

schools. DCC often signposts families 

to the correct services. The DCC also 

works with the nearby Children’s 

Centre. Most of the parents 

interviewed had been introduced to 

the Children’s Centre and found it 

useful for their family.  

From my research I found that the 

volunteers and the families attending 

the DCC often put emphasis on 

different types of support, for 

example families were likely to make 

comments about the benefit of 

practical support whereas the 

volunteers placed greater emphasis 

on the emotional support they 

provided. It is however important to 

highlight that the families put great 

value on the social connections they 

made at the centre which provided 

some level of emotional support to 

them. The families may not have 

been as explicit in mentioning the 

emotional support provided because 

of how the practical and emotional 

support blend at the centre; each 

time a family gains practical support 

they also gain personal contact and 

How does an asylum seeker and refugee drop-in 
centre support families with early years children? 
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make social connections which 

provides a level of emotional 

support. I also found that there were 

gaps in support specifically for early 

years children, it is however 

important to remember that this 

service is volunteer run. Volunteers 

cannot be expected to gain the 

qualifications necessary or spend 

time setting up this type of provision, 

a situation compounded by funding 

and space constraints.  

The Minster Literacy 
project during August 

 

The Minster Literacy Project, 
including its volunteers, will be 
taking a well-earned break during 
August!  The Literacy Project will 
return on Wednesday 6th 
September when all will be 
welcomed back with a big smile! 

  
During August we’re trialling a 
new, short project which will take 
place on Wednesday afternoons. 

It’s a collaboration between the 
Minster, DMBC History and 
Heritage and DMBC Community 
Learning. 
 
It will be led by Marie Rafeian, 
who currently teaches the 
certificated ESOL course at St 
George House via the Adult and 
Community Learning Programme 
at DMBC, with input from Victoria 
Ryves, who works on heritage 
projects for DMBC. 
  
It will be English language based 
through the medium of learning 
about local history including 
Roman history, outstanding 
Doncaster women and the Minster 
site through the ages. Victoria will 
be bringing with her some of 
Doncaster Museum’s handling 
collections relevant to each 
session so that people really get 
to see ‘old stuff’ and build their 
vocabulary. 
  
The project is for ADULTS or 
teenagers who attend our Literacy 
Project/or the Conversation Club 
at the Meeting House, not for 
smaller children and babies. If we 
have fewer than 20 in the group 
we will use the downstairs room in 
SGH and if there are more we will 
transfer over to the Minster. 
However, if others turn up who 
have just heard about the project 
in another way, we can include 
them too. The sessions and the 
refreshments will as usual be free 
to attend. 
  
The dates are as follows: 
  

         Wednesday 2nd August – 
meet in SGH at 1pm. Session on 
general Roman history with items 
from the DMBC including clothes 
and pots. Finish at about 3pm. 

         Wednesday 9th August – 
meet in SGH at 1pm. Session on 
‘what’s under your feet?’ at the 
Minster. Finish 3pm. 

         Wednesday 16th August – 
meet in SGH at 1pm. Session on 
key Doncaster Women including a 
Roman Queen and a suffragette. 
  
No group on Wednesday 23rd 
August as there is a day trip to 
Bridlington that day. 
  

         Wednesday 30th August – 
meet in SGH at 1pm. Session on 
cooking and food. 

 
 

OISC status for DCC 

By Jan Foster 

Doncaster Conversation Club is now 

registered with the Office of 

Immigration Services Commissioner.  

This means we are now regulated 

and on the National Register of OISC 

registered practices.  The Office of 

the Immigration Services 

Commissioner (OISC) regulates 

immigration advisers, ensuring they 

are fit and competent and act in the 

best interest of their clients. 

The work we are permitted to do is 

very limited, however we are able to 

signpost asylum seekers/refugees to 

the correct people who would be 

able to help.  

It enables us to complete Travel 

Documents for refugees.  There has 

been a recent change in the 

guidelines, and so we are no longer 

able to help with Indefinite Leave to 

Remain applications. 

Currently we have 3 advisers 

registered at Level 1 Asylum and 

Protection, Nic, Jan and Nell. Richard 

is currently going through the 

application process. Nic and Jan are 

hoping to take the level 2 assessment 

later in the year. 
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Brief News Headlines 

1. New NACCOM hosting toolkit 

The no accommodation 
network NACCOM has launched a 
Hosting Toolkit, a comprehensive 
resource for hosting schemes that 
accommodate destitute asylum 
seekers, refugees and other 
migrants. 

What is hosting? 

The Hosting Toolkit explains: 

Hosting is simply where someone 
offers a room in their house to 
someone in need.  There are many 
categories of migrant who can find 
themselves destitute and with no 
recourse to public funds but for the 
purposes of this guide it is assumed 
that the guest being accommodated 
is usually an asylum seeker whose 
asylum claim has been refused, and 
has no recourse to public funds, or 
else a refugee who has been granted 
status but has nowhere to live while 
waiting for benefits and offers of 
accommodation... 

Hosting schemes vary, depending on 
a number of factors. Some are run by 
fairly large charities that also have 
other types of accommodation such 
as shared houses or night shelters, 
and employ paid staff to manage the 
project. Others are smaller, stand-
alone projects which rely on 
volunteers. There is even an online 
scheme which matches hosts and 
guests. The issues encountered and 
the good practice guidance offered 
are common to most schemes. 

With the new Right to Rent 
legislation, there has been a lot of 
confusion about whether hosting of 
destitute migrants would come under 
these rules.  The Toolkit says: 

there is nothing intrinsically illegal 
about hosting, and no one who has 
hosted a refused asylum seeker 
through a NACCOM project has ever 
been prosecuted for doing so. As 
long as the home owner is not 
receiving payment for the 
accommodation, Right to Rent 
legislation does not apply. 

Things are slightly more complicated 
if the host is a tenant, as money is 
changing hands (albeit not from the 
asylum seeker!). 

Setting up a new hosting scheme 

The hosting Toolkit covers issues 
including: 

 finding hosts, 

 training and volunteer 
support/management, 

 paperwork and forms, 

 and issues that may affect 
potential hosts such as 
insurance, housing benefits 
and council tax. 

The Toolkit also includes case 
studies from hosting schemes across 
the UK. 

https://naccom.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2017/02/HostingTool
kit-FINAL-VERSION-12.07.17.pdf 

2. Amnesty Short Story 
competition 

York’s Amnesty International 
Group invite you to enter their short 
story competition on the theme of 
"Borders". 

The competition is for original, 
unpublished, fictional stories written 
in English with a maximum of 1700 
words.  The theme of "Borders" can 
be set in any place or time. 

They will short-list submissions to ten 
top entries before a final round is 
judged by Fiona Shaw, York-based 
author of four novels and the widely 
reviewed memoir Out of Me. 

The winning writer will receive 
£50.00, a signed first edition of Fiona 
Shaw's latest novel, and the story 
published on this website.  The 
winner's name, along with the names 
of two runners-up will also be 
published here. 

The closing date for entries is 10 
December, 2017 (Human Rights 
Day). 

Modernist architecture 
in Asmara & Doncaster 

By Paul FitzPatrick 
 

Asmara, the capital city of Eritrea, 

has been awarded World Heritage 

status by UNESCO for its modernist 

architecture dating from the period 

of Italian colonialism in the 1930s.  

Asmara is described as ‘an 

exceptional example of early 

modernist urbanism at the beginning 

of the 20th century and its application 

in an African context’.  

 

The Cinema Impero, Asmara 1937 

What makes it exceptional is, of 

course, is that Italian architects were 

given a free hand to design a 

modernist utopia, as if the people 

who live there did not matter.  

Although Eritrea had been an Italian 

colony since 1889, it was the period 

between Mussolini’s invasion of 

Ethiopia in 1935 and the Italian 

defeat at the battle of Keren in 1941, 

when hundreds of buildings were 

designed by Italian architects and 

constructed by forced Eritrean labour 

in various modernist styles, including 

novecento, rationalism and futurism.  

They produced an astonishing 

collection of cinemas, factories, 

shops, bars and petrol stations, as 

well as plush hotels, residences and 

government buildings with highly 

politicised monumental designs.  

Petrol stations copied aeroplanes 

and submarines, commercial 

buildings were designed as trains, 

https://naccom.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/HostingToolkit-FINAL-VERSION-12.07.17.pdf
https://naccom.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/HostingToolkit-FINAL-VERSION-12.07.17.pdf
https://naccom.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/HostingToolkit-FINAL-VERSION-12.07.17.pdf
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cavernous cinemas exhibited fine Art 

Deco interiors.  ‘Their cinemas were 

Art Deco palaces built for the 

worship of the glamorous gods of 

Hollywood, their streamlined 

apartment blocks paid tribute to the 

twin cult of speed and technological 

progress.  Fascism’s architects 

designed petrol stations that looked 

like aircraft in mid-flight and office 

blocks that resembled space rockets 

surging into orbit.  With port-hole 

windows and jutting prows, their 

factories conjured up visions of vast 

ocean liners cresting the waves, their 

shopping arcades curved around 

hillocks like locomotives shrieking 

round a turn’ (Wrong p5). 

 

 
The Fiat Tagliero Garage, Asmara 

 
Asmara’s most remarkable structure, 

the Fiat Tagliero service station, was 

a tribute to Futurism.  The 

philosopher of Futurism was the 

Italian poet Filippo Tommaso 

Marinetti, who rejected the past and 

idolised speed, technology and war.  

Fiat Tagliero embodied these 

qualities in the colonial context.  It 

was completed in 1938 as a 

monument to the aeroplane, just 

months after Italian aeroplanes used 

thousands of sulphur mustard shells 

to kill tens of thousands of Ethiopian 

civilians. These modern machines 

were even fitted with special 

vaporisers to enhance the chemicals’ 

dispersal. Protests to the League of 

Nations by Ethiopia’s Emperor Haile 

Selassie fell on deaf ears.  It was ‘the 

perfect marriage of modernity and 

war’, as Edward Denison of the 

Asmara Heritage Project put it.  The 

city’s architecture had a propaganda 

purpose as much as a practical one, 

as Mussolini sought to build an 

empire in Africa which gave material 

expression to his will to domination. 

 
Bar Zilli, Asmara 
 
Doncaster too had its own modernist 

buildings in the 1930s, though I am 

not about to suggest World Heritage 

status for Doncaster yet.   

 

Danum House, St Sepulchregate, 

1938 

The most notable example still 

standing is the former Co-operative 

Emporium and Danum House 

building, opposite the Frenchgate 

Centre, one of Doncaster’s nearly 

800 Listed Buildings.  It was built 

between 1938-40 and is still in use 

(partly at least) as a shop today, 

although not as a co-op.  The 

modernist dream took the 

streamlined form of an ocean liner, 

designed by the local architectural 

practice T H Johnson & Son.  The 

Gaumont Palace Theatre of 1934, 

now demolished, had an elegant Art 

Deco auditorium.  Other notable 

buildings include the Earl of 

Doncaster hotel, the façade of the 

Nag’s Head and the booking hall of 

the railway station (1938).  

  

Now part of the House Of Fraser, 

Baxtergate 

I do not know what impact this 

status will have on Eritrea’s standing 

in the world, and whether 

architecture has the capacity to 

effect positive change for the future.  

The Eritrean government 

representative spoke of Asmara’s 

‘exceptional testimony of the 

universal aspiration for and 

attainment of national self-

determination’.  Fascist-era buildings 

are not the most obvious candidate 

for representing ‘outstanding 

universal value’.   

 

 

Odeon Cinema, Asmara 

I acknowledge the help of many Eritreans and Doncastrians in researching this, and the writings of Michela Wrong and Edward Denison. 

http://cinematreasures.org/theaters/18617/photos
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 To receive a copy of this newsletter by email, send a message to 
Paulfitzp@aol.com 

Please send your contributions and suggestions to the same address. 

Doncaster Conversation Club is one of many Conversation Clubs  across 
the country which offer opportunities for local people and people who have 
come to live in the UK to join together to share friendship, while offering 
support and practical help. 

 

The Club seeks to create a relaxed, friendly and supportive environment,  
and works on the principles  of 

Ownership – everyone can get involved 

Impartiality – it is not affiliated to any political or religious body 

Confidentiality – what you say is private 

Respect – for each other’s differences and individuality. 

 

The Club is pleased to acknowledge the support of Doncaster 
Society of Friends (Quakers), The Red Cross, The Refugee Council, 
Migrant Help, The Foyle Foundation, DIAL Doncaster, South 
Yorkshire Community Foundation, The Doncaster Clinical 
Commissioning Group, St Leger Homes, Club Doncaster 
Foundation, M25, Riverside Housing, DARTS, CAST, Fareshare, 
The Ruth Hayman Trust and Doncaster Minster. 

                            
The Doncaster Conversation Club is run entirely by volunteers with the 
support of occasional grants for specific activities, currently from the Allen 
Lane Foundation, and the Wharfedale Trust 

 

 
The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual 
contributors. 

Paul FitzPatrick 
Doncaster Conversation Club 
Doncaster, South Yorkshire   

Registered Charity number 1159775 
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