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Representatives from the various 
‘Cities of Sanctuary’ across Yorkshire 
and Humberside met on 28 October 
for a ‘Learning and Sharing 
Together’ event.  In his address, 
Jonathan Ellis, the national vice-
chair, spoke about ‘Building a 
movement’ to focus on refugee 
rights.  He compared this with 
examples from the past such as anti-
slavery or suffragette campaigns.  
The focus on the rights of refugees 
and people seeking sanctuary 
needed now to be more prominent.  
The meeting considered the tensions 
involved between building such a 
movement (there are now more than 
100 sanctuary groups across the UK) 
and the need to bring about political 
change to improve the experiences 
of people seeking asylum. 

As part of this effort, City of 
Sanctuary now host Asylum Matters, 
an advocacy and campaigns project 

which works in partnership locally 
and nationally to improve the lives of 
refugees and people seeking asylum, 
through social and political change.  
It emerged from the work of the Still 
Human Still Here coalition and 
the Regional Asylum Activism 
Project.  The immediate issues are 
not surprising: improved decision 
making and access to good quality 
legal advice; an end to indefinite 
detention and to destitution; free 
access to healthcare and to language 
tuition.  All of these are means 
towards treating people seeking 
asylum with dignity and respect.  A 
major challenge however is to take 
this message into the wider 
community to try to change the 
terms of the debate, which might 
then create space for politicians to 
move forward on these concerns 
more creatively. 

 

 

Wakefield Initial Accommodation 

Page 3 

 

Visit to Cusworth Hall 
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Building a movement 
By Paul FitzPatrick 



A VIEW FROM THE EDGE DONCASTER CONVERSATION CLUB 
NEWSLETTER | Issue 36  

2 

 

 

stss 

Initial Accommodation Centres are 
hostels or lodgings for people who 
have asked for asylum and do not 
have funds to support themselves.  In 
2012, the Government, through the 
Home Office, awarded a 5 year 
contract to Serco and G4S to provide 
accommodation, dispersal housing 
and transportation to 
accommodation for asylum seekers.  
This contract is called the COMPASS 
– Commercial and Operating 
Managers Procuring Asylum Support 
– contract.  G4S operates the 
contract in Yorkshire, Humberside 
and the North East, and runs two 
Initial Accommodation Centres, one 
in Birmingham and one in Wakefield.  
In 2017 a two-year extension to the 
contract was approved by the Home 
Office. 

In Wakefield, the Initial 

Accommodation Centre (IAC) is 

called Urban House.  The company 

Urban Housing owns Urban House 

and is contracted by G4S to 

accommodate 300 asylum seekers.  

Asylum seekers stay at Urban House 

for about 21 days whilst the legal 

aspects of their asylum claim are 

sorted out. 

Urban Housing provides family 

rooms for families and shared rooms 

for individuals.  Men’s and women’s 

rooms are on separate corridors; 

each of the corridors has toilets and 

showers.  Urban Housing provides 

bedding, towels, basic toiletries, 

washing facilities for clothes, and all 

meals.  Meals are cooked on the 

premises by catering staff. 

At Urban House, there is a communal 

dining hall, individual social rooms 

for men and women, a family TV 

room, a classroom, a quiet room and 

a playroom.  The classroom, quiet 

room and playroom are opened on a 

sessional basis.  Outside groups run 

various social sessions at Urban 

House and there is a Volunteer 

Coordinator who programmes 

sessions. 

Whilst staying at Urban House, 

asylum seekers have access to 

Asylum Help, which has an office and 

caseworks at Urban House, and is a 

part of Migrant Help.  Migrant Help 

has the Home Office contract to 

provide information on the asylum 

process to asylum seekers.  People 

outside of the IAC can contact 

Migrant Help through a Freephone 

helpline.  The helpline offers 

information in a wide range of 

languages – however, there is often a 

long wait for calls to be dealt with. 

South West Yorkshire Trust (SWYT) 

NHS has a nurse’s office at Urban 

House, and is open Monday to Friday 

9am – 5pm.  The service includes 

nursing staff and a prescribing nurse.  

Whilst at Urban House, asylum 

seekers are offered health checks 

and basic medical needs are dealt 

with.  People are only at IAC for a 

short time and are not registered 

with a GP in Wakefield.  Once people 

are dispersed to other areas, they 

are registered with a GP; their 

medical information is sent to the 

GP, and if they need specialist 

treatment or to see a consultant, the 

GP will make arrangements.  If there 

is a medical emergency whilst people 

are at Urban House, normal 

procedures apply. 

Whilst at Urban House, asylum 

seekers do not receive cash benefits.  

When they are dispersed to 

accommodation procured by G4S, it 

is referred to as NASS (National 

Asylum Seekers Support) 

Accommodation.  When people are 

dispersed, they start to receive NASS 

benefits, which is currently £36.95 

per week, per person.  These 

benefits are to cover food, toiletries, 

clothes and basic necessities, and can 

be collected from the Post Office 

using an identity card called an 

Aspen card.  The card acts like a debit 

card.  Asylum seekers are not 

permitted to open bank accounts.  

They can only do so once they have 

‘leave to remain’ in the country – 

when they become refugees. 

The Urban Housing, Asylum Help and 

the Health staff do everything they 

can to be welcoming and supportive.  

However, though the Home Office 

offers asylum, at times state policies 

create a hostile environment for the 

asylum seeker. 

 

 

 

The visit to Cusworth by Sana age 10 

 

Initial Accommodation at Urban House, Wakefield 
By Linda Fielding, Wakefield City of Sanctuary 
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A visit to Cusworth Hall 

07 October 2017 

 

 
Cusworth Hall is a Grade I listed 
building just outside Doncaster.  It 
was built in the 18th century as a 
country house for the Wrightson 
familyand designed by George Platt 
in the Palladian style. Cusworth Hall 
is handsome, well proportioned, with 
wings consisting of a stable block and 
great kitchen. Later additions by 
James Paine (who also designed 
Doncaster’s Mansion House) include 
a chapel and library. It has decorative 
outbuildings including a Brew House, 
Stable Block and Lodge. In addition it 
has a decorative garden called Lady 
Isabella’s Garden on the west side 
adjacent to the chapel. 

 

Cusworth Hall is one of sixty country 
houses built around Doncaster for the 
gentry.  In the 18th century, Doncaster 
was a fashionable place where 
people with money liked to own 
property. 

 

 

 

Comment by Gabriel 

Today I went to one of the oldest 
buildings in the Doncaster town. It is 
called Cusworth owned by one of rich 
family during the 18th century. The 
name of the owner is William and got 
married to a wife called Isabella. They 
have got two children and the father 
has got died at the age of 84. It is 
located in a strategic location and has 
got a very flat compound with nice 
lakes to the side of that building. After 
William has passed away the grand 
children used to run the house for 
quite a long tiem but in 1952 one of 
his grandchildren sold it to Doncaster 
Council. So after 1952 the Cusworth 
building became the property of the 
Doncaster City Council. Many people 
visit to see it. 

 

 

Some further comments 

 

Today I visit the Cusworth Hall 
museum. I learn about the history of 
hall when a person who makes a 
palace to live for him and after 2-3 
century no family member lived in the 
world. All family member dies and 
now his property turn into the 
museum. I loved historic places. 

 

 

 

I’m very happy and trip I think nice 
today for me. I enjoy in the day 
because I will look for anything new 
to me so I am very happy and good 
time and good day because 
everything is good. I thank all people 
for team of meeting house. Nice day 
and good enjoy every thing is good. 

 

 

 

I enjoyed hearing the story of the 
family. It was a great story. The 
building is very beautiful. The kitchen 
was very different to other kitchens I 
have seen but I really liked it. It was 
very beautiful. The food was very 
nice. 

 

I really enjoyed in Cusworth Hall. It’s 
very interesting place and I got more 
information about this house and 
family. It’s a very big house and has a 
lot of rooms and big garden and lake. 
Thanks about bring us to this place. I 
like it too much and thanks about 
lunch. 

 

 

 

I am glad to see museum. Very 
beautiful house. 

 

The day was very beautiful. Beautiful 
landscapes and most importantly staff 
is kind and lovely. Thank you for 
today. 

 

We had a wonderful times at the 
museums. The weather was so good 
and we enjoyed by a lake at the down 
of the hill and the important thing is 
we found best knowledge about 
Doncaster history and culture. 

 

The park and grounds were lovely. 
The house was beautiful. 
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36   A man from Ethiopia  

Mine is a long story.  

In Ethiopia I am Oromo. The 

Ethiopian government does not like 

the Ethiopian people, so they are 

fighting and killing students, so we 

leave our country. 45 million in 

Ethiopia. 

Also about that, we leave and go to 

east Africa and also they have come 

in Europe to get democracy and 

freedom.   In England to ask for 

freedom. 

I was student in Ethiopia.  Was in 

high school, but because of 

government I stopped my school.  

Come from Ethiopia to Sudan to 

Libya to Italia by a boat in the 

Mediterranean. Very dangerous, 

many people died. It is very difficult. 

Last year more than 5,000 people die 

in that water. In Mediterranean boat 

8 days. No food in that boat.  Drank 

black water and salt water. After 8 

days we get help. Lifeboats take we 

to Italia.  

After that, when we enter, we get 

nothing. Sleep outside. No blanket, 

no nothing. After a few days to 

Germany and then France. We get 

train. After France we. To enter 

England. Very difficult. Some people 

seven months, one year, two years. I 

enter in lorry.  

When I cross in border, I am very 

happy to enter. Land in Dover. After 

that, police catch me and take me to 

hotel. They do me interview one 

hour after that.hotel I sit four weeks. 

Everything is good. Food and 

sleeping. 

I get out hotel. They take me now to 

Doncaster. They pay for me one 

room. Now I’m very happy to live in 

Doncaster, so I say thank you very 

much to government in England. 

There is more story, but it is difficult 

to tell in English. My family is in 

Ethiopia, have they died? There is 

still much fighting. 

 

CAST’s community 
engagement programme 

 

Nicola Doyle has been appointed the 

new ‘Audience Engagement Officer’ 

at CAST Theatre Doncaster. Nicola is 

responsible for overseeing CAST’s 

community engagement social seats 

project. Her post has been 

generously funded by the Paul 

Hamlyn Foundation, with aims to 

strengthen CAST’s relationship with 

the local community in Doncaster and 

to open up this wonderful theatre to 

people who may encounter barriers 

which would usually prevent them 

from engaging with theatrical events. 

 

 

 

A group of 28 members of the 

Conversation Club attended a 

performance of The Tempest 

presented by Bilimankhwe 

International Theatre Company who 

describe their show as ‘A gripping 

comedy of magic, love and 

redemption’.  They brought actors, 

dancers and musicians from Malawi 

to retell the tale.  

Prior to the show we met to share 

soup, tea, coffee, juice and biscuits 

and talked about the performance. 

Using pictures of the main 

characters we discussed the plot, so 

as to aid the understanding of 

participants with limited English.  

As a result, everyone appeared to be 

engaged and enjoying the comedy 

of the performance. Feedback 

included comments such as ‘It was 

fantastic (..) I could feel connected to 

it’, ‘the spirit was perfect, it didn’t 

feel like a minute and I was able to 

forget myself and the world…I loved 

it’ and ‘I would like to see more’. 

 

Nicola will continue to work in 

partnership with the Conversation 

Club to offer opportunities for 

members to visit and watch 

performances at CAST, and to gain 

important feedback about member’s 

experiences. Nicola would be happy 

to receive any feedback or questions 

you may have about CAST and can be 

contacted on 

Nicola@castindoncaster.com / 01302 

303950.  

 

 

Crossing Europe, reaching Doncaster 

 
 

mailto:Nicola@castindoncaster.com
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Africa, past and 
present: stories and 
traditions from home  

 

This exhibition was put together by 
refugees and asylum seekers from 
across Africa, who have all settled in 
Doncaster over the last few years. 
Together they selected objects from 
Doncaster Museum’s world cultures 
collections to display in this 
exhibition.  Through the objects they 
have chosen, they share stories, 
traditions and memories of home. 
The exhibition was curated by 
Abraham Mdlongwa, Omar Ali, Darjie 
Abbas, Mohamed Elamin Alsharif and 
Mazen Saad 

By Mazen Muawia Idris Saad 
 

It’s always beyond my wildest 

dreams to work in Doncaster 

Museum.  There is nothing people 

should value more than knowledge.  I 

think knowledge is the most valuable 

thing in this life, especially if that 

knowledge is dealing with our 

heritage and history.  Many people 

think that history is not important in 

this life, but I think we should study 

history to learn from past times and 

create a better future in our life. 

Last June I started work in Doncaster 

museum as a volunteer tour guide 

with Victoria and the museum staff.  

We started with a refugee week 

exhibition and talked about refugee 

life in the UK in general and in 

Doncaster.  Also we had some 

sections about previous history from 

early human life, the dinosaur age, 

the Stone Age and the Roman age.  

Really it’s very challenging because 

as a tour guide you must be 

knowledgeable and cultured, more 

than other people who are your 

audience and you can expect any 

unpredictable question from them.  

But fortunately Victoria helped me to 

deal with this situation.  Then we had 

another exhibition in August in the 

Doncaster Minster.  The heritage 

course talked about the Roman 

Empire in general and how it 

impacted British people in their life 

and about Roman buildings in 

Doncaster (outside the Minster) and 

how they came to Doncaster and 

built up a settlement in Doncaster.  

We also talked about the Victorian 

age and how British life used to be 

and the Victorian age life style.  I am 

so thankful to Victoria and Marie 

who gave me a chance to deliver my 

speech in that course in front of the 

people.  We had another section 

about British food and British cuisine 

in general. 

 

I also feel very lucky to have a chance 

to help in the last exhibition – Black 

History month – in Doncaster 

museum.  We’ve been viewing items 

from black countries. 

For me it’s a nice idea to do this 

project because I am black African.  It 

helps me to remember my life when I 

was a child and raised up in my 

country of origin.  And it helped us to 

compare our life with modern life 

between western life which is first 

world and African life which is third 

world.  I think the exhibition helped 

and supported all asylum seekers 

and refuges to start their new life 

because many people had like a 

culture shock in their life because 

there was a big gap between black 

country and history in general and 

western life. 

In conclusion, I would like to say 

thank you to Victoria of the 

community engagement office and 

Louise who introduced me to Victoria 

and all the Doncaster museum staff.  

“If you like to see [the world] better 

you don’t have to stay in one place”.  

Chinua Achebe Things Fall Apart 

Below is a Zulu shield chosen by 

Abraham Mdlongwa. 

 

‘This shield reminds me of the valiant 

wartime Zulus who fought British and 

Dutch settlers in South Africa and 

what was Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) 

in the 18th and 19th centuries. It was 

part of combat gear to protect Zulu 

warriors in battles in which 

combatants used spears as opposed 
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to guns. Ordinarily a spear could not 

pierce through the shield.  

The shield is not quite a 

contemporary artefact today, but it is 

occasionally used during traditional 

celebrations by Zulus and Ndebeles 

in cultural dances.’  

FORTHCOMING DATES 

02 November ‘Why are so 
many Iranians forced to 
become refugees?’ Speakers: 
Yassmanie Mather (Critique 
Journal), Raha Bareini 
(Amnesty International), with 
songs from Arash Sabet 
(Singer-Songwriter) 
and time for questions and 
discussion 
18.00-20.00 University of 
Sheffield, Arts Tower, Lecture 
Theatre 5 S10 2TN 
Organized by SYMAAG, 
Sheffield University Politics 
Society and Amnesty 
International. 
 
07 November Fairtrade Fair 
10.30 - 16.30 at Cantley 
Methodist Church, Highbury 
Ave, Cantley DN4 6AW 
 
18 November DCC visit to 
York, hosted by York City of 
Sanctuary, York Quakers and 
York United Reformed Church. 
 
13 – 19 November Parliament 
Week 
 
28 November ‘Women in the 
Asylum System: Bridging the 
protection Gap’  DEWA 
Conference, the Circle, 
Rockingham lane, Sheffield S1 
4FW 09.30 – 13.00 
 
28 November Sanctuary in 
Parliament IV: "Dignity not 
Destitution  
 
01 December Keeping Safe 
Community Event: Doncaster 
College Hub 9.30 – 15.00 
 
01-03 December Sanctuary 
Everywhere Conference in 
Brussels organised by QCEA 
and QPSW. 

Brief News Headlines 

1. Death at Morton Hall 

Carlinton Spencer, a detainee at 
Morton Hall, died in hospital in 
disputed circumstances, on the 2nd 
of October 2017. 

There will be a National 
Demonstration: Shut Down Morton 
Hall Immigration Detention 
Centre, Swinderby, Lincoln LN6 9PT 
on Saturday 20th January 2018. 

2. Sanctuary in Parliament  

This year's theme is "Dignity not 
Destitution: Ending poverty and 
homelessness in the asylum system". 
We will be asking MPs to support 
permission to work for asylum 
seekers and an extension to the 
move on period for refugees. This is 
an opportunity for groups to build 
relationships with their MPs, bring 
sanctuary seekers to Westminster 
and highlight the issues around 
enforced destitution in the asylum 
process. Click here to download a 
template letter of invitation for your 
MP. You can invite your MP even if 
you are not going to attend yourself. 
To book 
email bookingssip@gmail.com 

3. Afghan asylum seekers 

Amnesty International has exposed 
the UK, the rest of the EU, and 
countries including Norway, Sweden 
and Finland for failing to protect the 
rights of Afghan men, women and 
children who have come to Europe 
seeking asylum. Its damning report 
shows that the UK has routinely 
deported Afghan nationals back to a 
war-torn and devastated country 
knowing their health, safety and lives 
are at risk.  

According to the report, in 2016 the 
UK government deported 785 Afghan 
nationals to the country. They did this 
claiming that 'any province in 
Afghanistan is safe to return people 
to.'  2016 was recorded by the United 
Nations Assistance Mission in 
Afghanistan as the deadliest year on 
record for civilians, with 11,418 
people injured or killed in the ongoing 

armed conflict. And the Convention 
Against Torture expressed grave 
concerns that cruel and inhumane 
treatment was prevalent and 
operating in a climate of impunity. 

4. Displacement in Zambia 

Up to 40,000 refugees could flee 
into Zambia over the next six 
months, as the security situation is 
not expected to improve in the 
upcoming weeks in Haut-Katanga, 
DRC. Such an influx could overwhelm 
the ongoing assistance provided to 
refugees.The influx of new refugees 
into Zambia has led to people living in 
overcrowded settlements with high 
needs for shelter, healthcare, and 
WASH facilities in order to mitigate 
the risk of disease outbreaks. 
(ACAPS) 

 

5. Eritrea: protests in Asmara 

The US State Department has 
confirmed that shots have been fired 
in protests taking place in Asmara. 
 

6. Alarm Phone 8 week report 

The latest Alarm Phone ‘Mourn the 
Dead, Respect the Survivors - Create 
safe Passages!’ is available at: 
https://alarmphone.org/en/2017/11/01
/mourn-the-dead-respect-the-
survivors-create-safe-passages/   

The report reflects on the EU’s most 
recent border externalisation 
strategies and agreements, on acts of 
resistance and political campaign that 
the Alarm Phone and allies were 
involved in, on the new movements of 
‘Harragas’ from Tunisia, and on the 
developments in the Central 
Mediterranean, the Aegean Sea, the 
Western Mediterranean, and the 
Black Sea.   

mailto:bookingssip@gmail.com
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/10/european-governments-return-nearly-10000-afghans-to-risk-of-death-and-torture
https://alarmphone.org/en/2017/11/01/mourn-the-dead-respect-the-survivors-create-safe-passages/
https://alarmphone.org/en/2017/11/01/mourn-the-dead-respect-the-survivors-create-safe-passages/
https://alarmphone.org/en/2017/11/01/mourn-the-dead-respect-the-survivors-create-safe-passages/
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The Golden Knife 
 
By Alfred Thananchayan 
 
Could a golden knife 
Silver knife 
Copper knife 
Iron knife 
Be equal to a barber knife? 
 
Like an Anger knife 
Love knife 
Courage knife 
Honour knife 
Would a Barber knife commit any 
crime? 
 
Could a home knife 
Nation knife 
Village knife 
Kin knife 
Caste knife 
Religion knife 
Justice knife 
Ever be like a barber knife? 
 
Why do we need a knife? 
To cut the umbilical cord? 
Why do we need a knife? 
To cut the umbilical cord. 
 
From trees 
We descended to the land. 
We dug up earth  
To extract ore. 
We forged them on fire 
To right measure 
 
We turned them into weapons. 
We ploughed, 
Harvested 
We axed down trees 
We dug up wells 
We broke mountains 
We made our nests 
Told stories. 
 
We closed our eyes 
Evaded darkness. 
We dreamt a fable 
We murdered 
Merrily. 
 
Could a golden knife 
Silver knife 
Copper knife 
Iron knife 

Be equal to a barber knife? 
 
Like an Anger knife 

Love knife 
Courage knife 
Honour knife 
Would a Barber knife commit any 
crime? 
 
Could a home knife 
Nation knife 
Village knife 
Kin knife 
Caste knife 
Religion knife 
Justice knife 
Ever be like a barber knife? 
 
Why do we need a knife? 
To cut the umbilical cord? 
Why do we need a knife? 
To cut the umbilical cord. 
 
Lust for land 
Lust for gold 
Lust for lass 
Greedy need 
In every battlefield. 
 
We sowed seeds of suffering. 
We scaled the skies 
Touched the moon. 
We crossed the ocean 
Hoisted flags. 
 
We drilled the knowledge  
And found the roots 
We chased.  
Let death escape. 
 
But we live without love 
And exist without life. 
 
Could a golden knife 
Silver knife 
Copper knife 
Iron knife 
Be equal to a barber knife?  
 
Like an Anger knife 
Love knife 
Courage knife 
Honour knife 
Would a Barber knife commit any 
crime? 
 
 

Circumstances 

By Rupi Kaur [from The Sun and her 
Flowers] 
 

bombs brought entire cities 

down to their knees today 

refugees boarded boats knowing 

their feet may never touch land 
again 

police shot people dead for the 
colour of their skin 

last month i visited an orphanage 
of 
abandoned babies left on the 
curbside 

like waste 

later at the hospital i watched a 
mother 
lose both her child and her mind 

somewhere a lover died 

how can i refuse to believe 

my life is anything short of a 
miracle 

if amidst all this chaos 

i was given this life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Exodus 2017  

 

Boarding flimsy boats 

No waters parted for them  

But the sea’s embrace  

 

tpf 
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A view from 
the edge 
Doncaster 

Conversation 
Club Newsletter 

Based at the 

 
Quaker Meeting House 

Off St James St 

 Doncaster DN1 3RH 

 To receive a copy of this newsletter by email, send a message to 
Paulfitzp@aol.com 

Please send your contributions and suggestions to the same address. 

Doncaster Conversation Club is one of many Conversation Clubs  across 
the country which offer opportunities for local people and people who have 
come to live in the UK to join together to share friendship, while offering 
support and practical help. 

 

The Club seeks to create a relaxed, friendly and supportive environment,  
and works on the principles  of 

Ownership – everyone can get involved 

Impartiality – it is not affiliated to any political or religious body 

Confidentiality – what you say is private 

Respect – for each other’s differences and individuality. 

 

The Club is pleased to acknowledge the support of Doncaster 
Society of Friends (Quakers), The Red Cross, The Refugee Council, 
Migrant Help, The Foyle Foundation, DIAL Doncaster, South 
Yorkshire Community Foundation, The Doncaster Clinical 
Commissioning Group, St Leger Homes, Club Doncaster 
Foundation, M25, Riverside Housing, DARTS, CAST, Fareshare, 
The Ruth Hayman Trust and Doncaster Minster. 

                            
The Doncaster Conversation Club is run entirely by volunteers with the 
support of occasional grants for specific activities, currently from the Allen 
Lane Foundation, and the Wharfedale Trust 

 

 
The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual 
contributors. 

Paul FitzPatrick 
Doncaster Conversation Club 
Doncaster, South Yorkshire   

Registered Charity number 1159775 
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