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Part of our summer programme 
covered aspects of local history, and 
so asylum seekers in Doncaster 
learned something of the town’s 
Roman connections (see page 2).  
Doncaster (known as Danum) was a 
fort on the road which linked Lincoln 
and York, and which led on 
eventually to Hadrian’s Wall.  Near 
that wall at South Shields there is an 
inscription left by a Roman soldier in 
memory of his wife.  It reads ‘To the 
spirits of the departed (and to) 
Regina, his freedwoman and wife, a 
Catuvellaunian by tribe, aged 30, 
Barates of Palmyra (set this up)’.  It is 
written in both Latin and Palmyrene, 
Barates’ own language, for he was 
from Syria, and his wife, a freed 
slave, was an Essex girl.  How 
poignant it is, and surely not too 
fanciful, to think that in the second 
century, a Syrian soldier passed 

through Doncaster on his way to 
South Shields. 

By coincidence, concurrently with 
our programme, the Cambridge 
historian Mary Beard was being 
berated on social media for pointing 
out the self-evident truth of ethnic 
diversity in Roman Britain.  One 
feature of the Roman Empire as it 
expanded to include North Africa, 
Western Europe and the Middle East 
was its habit of extending citizenship 
to conquered people.  The emperor 
Septimius Severus came from Libya, 
spoke Punic as well as Latin and 
Greek, and ran the empire from 
York. Although he himself may have 
been part of the Roman elite, there 
is plenty of evidence that goods and 
people moved widely across the 
empire, and that diversity came here 
to stay. 

 

 

Visit to Bridlington 

Page 3 

 

Minster Summer Programme 

Page 2 

What did the Romans do for us? 
By Paul FitzPatrick 
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In August Doncaster Minster, DMBC 

Adult and Community Learning and 

Doncaster Heritage Service’s joined 

forces to deliver ‘ESOL & Heritage’ 

workshops.  These workshops, held 

at Doncaster Minster, incorporated 

English language learning with 

finding out about Doncaster’s past.  

 

The first workshop looked at 

Doncaster’s Roman past and 

included examining remains of the 

Roman wall outside the Minster.  

Together the class looked at Roman 

armour, held a Roman shield and 

handled original 2nd Century pottery.  

Mazen Saad Muawia Idris assisted 

with the session and taught the class 

about the life of a Roman soldier, 

and even included some Latin! 

 

The second workshop explored the 

history of St. George’s Church. 

During the session the class 

discovered the Norman background 

of the site and handled a Norman 

spangenhelm helmet.  The workshop 

also looked at Victorian artefacts, 

found out about the fire of 1853 and 

the rebuilding of the Church.   

 

In the third workshop we looked at 

the stories of some of Doncaster’s 

influential women.  The workshop 

looked at the lives of Cartimandua, a 

Celtic Queen, the Suffragette 

movement and the role of women 

during the First and Second World 

Wars.  During the session the 

participants were able to handle 

Celtic jewellery, First World War 

memorabilia and shared their 

experiences of women voting around 

the World. 

 

 
 

The final hands-on session was about 

cooking through time.  In the session 

we learnt the different units of 

measurement for ingredients, 

described our favourite foods and 

learnt new words about kitchen 

utensils.  The session also included 

the chance to get hands-on with 

Roman cooking utensils and try some 

Roman honey cake and stuffed 

dates.  The class was also introduced 

to Mrs. Beeton and had the chance 

to view an original Victorian ‘Book of 

Household Management’.  The class 

rounded off with guessing the use of 

various weird and wonderful 

Victorian cooking utensils.  

 

The workshops were fantastic and a 

great example of how community 

groups can work together in 

Doncaster. One workshop 

participant’s review said ‘It was 

amazing. It has given me more 

knowledge about Doncaster. I am so 

happy’.  

 

 
 

With thanks to Marie Rafeian, Kath 

Brooks, Louise O’Brien, Sue Adam, 

DMBC, the Literacy Project 

volunteers and all who contributed 

to this partnership project. 

 

 

The Minster Summer programme 
By Victoria Ryves, Volunteer and Community Engagement Officer, Doncaster Heritage Services 
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Bridlington in the rain 

 

The weather forecast had been 
getting worse as the day approached 
and sure enough – it rained.  We had 
chosen a day in August after all!  
However, most people rermained 
undeterred – just looking forward to a 
day out and the chance to relax away 
from the city. Those who were 
prepared brought umbrellas.  

 

 

 

We travelled in 2 coaches and 2 cars. 
There were 94 of us in the end – or 
95 if we count the volunteer from 
Doncaster who came by motorbike to 
join us on the beach!  There were 26 
children – ranging in age from 15 
years down to 27 days.  We played 
beach games in the rain – digging in 
the sand, making castles, paddling, 
cricket, football, a tug of war (which 
Syria won!), skipping – and a few 
brave people who swam!  Some 
people went to the Harbour Heritage 
museum and others went into the 
town. We brought a cool box of ice 
creams for everyone – including the 
bus drivers. 

Last year we faced a gale, this year 
we had  rain. What about next year? 

Funding for this event was supplied 
by the Mothers Union at Doncaster 
Minster, the Wharfedale Foundation – 
and a kind anonymous donor who 
bought a quantity of buckets, spades 
and beach toys. 

 

Zarish Nadeem writes: 

We all got together at DCC around 
9am, all asylum seekers who are 
regular visitors of DCC  Then we all 
sat in 2 coaches , and arrived at the 
Beach.The weather was very nice, 
pleasant and cloudy, we had a couple 
of showers as well but nobody 
seemed too worried about them and 
kept on enjoying the lovely afternoon. 
With the great kindness of all 
volunteers, kids have the whole 
wheel barrow full of colourful spades, 
buckets in different shapes of sea 
creatures, models to make the sand 
castles of their own.Not only kids had 
all the fun, adults enjoyed the sand 
and beach too, most of them had a 
splash in sea water including me and 
my kids. All were provided with the 
lunch packs and nice ice creams.  
The lads played football and some 
people have a walk around the town. 
All in all we all had a great day 
packed with laughter, fun and 
friendship. 

 

Some further comments 

 

 

 

Today was interesting. I have fun to 
see the sea, water and the boats. I 
have the chance to walk bare food on 
the sea shore. I did enjoy the beach 
and took some pictures at the 
museum and also walk around the 
town centre. 

The fun fair was interesting and I 
meet a lot of people. There was a lot 
of fish and chip shop. I walk around to 
see different things. It was the rain 
that make things a bit cold. I enjoyed 
myself. 
 

 
 
It’s a really beautiful day. I am new in 
Doncaster. I really enjoyed the trip. I 
felt that I was between my parents 
and my family and friends. I thank 
very much for this wonderful and I 
especially thanks the team Doncaster 
Conversation Club and all those 
responsible for this good work. 
 

 
 
I had a really good time with the team 
Conversation Club. Is my first time 
since I move in Doncaster, going out. 
Everyone was very friendly. 
Eventually the weather was raining. 
Even then I have fun and chilling out 
with some new friends around. Been 
helping with food and drinks. I enjoy 
my walk around the seaside taking 
some pictures of myself. I feel so 
happy. I was free from stress.  
 
And as one of the volunteers 
remarked, ‘It didn’t matter that it 
wasn’t sunny. Everybody was smiling! 
Lovely to see everyone together and 
laughing. Sunny holidays are over-
rated!’ 
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FORTHCOMING DATES 

04 September DCC visit to 
Lifewise, Rotherham  
 
09 September DCC Barbecue 
in Stainforth, in the grounds of 
the Catholic Church  
 
09 – 10 September 
DNweekeND: events around 
Doncaster town centre 
 
13 September Dealing with 
stress (Meeting House 10.30) 
 
14 September Health bus at 
the Conversation Club 
 
19 September SYMAAG 
Open planning meeting 6.30 
 
21 September Peace Day 
 
21 September Redbobble 
Theatre perform To Walk in 
Your Shoes at CAST 2.45 and 
7.45pm.  Based on real life 
interviews with asylum 
seekers and refugees living in 
the North of England.  
 
22 September Colour of Light 
(outside CAST) 
 
23 September DCC Day trip 
to Lincoln, hosted by Quakers 
in Lincoln 
 
26 September Doncaster 
Museum celebrates the 
Welcome to Doncaster First 
World War refugee project.  
1pm, to include the first 
screening of the film made of 
the project and the first chance 
to see all the artworks 
produced at the workshops all 
together.  There will also be an 
art activity for people to get 
involved with, facilitated by 
Mandy Keating. 
 
29 September Talk for new 
arrivals, followed by clothes 
event (free jumble sale)  
 
07 October Visit to Cusworth 
Hall 

 

By Jan Foster and Mike Fawcett  

Following growing concerns that the 

declining situation in an area of 

Doncaster was impacting on the lives 

of asylum seekers housed in the 

locality, Mike Fawcett from  G4S and 

Jan Foster from Doncaster 

Conversation Club teamed up to try 

to ease the problem. 

Numerous meetings then followed.  

Jan and Mike met with various teams 

within South Yorkshire Police, 

departments in the Local Authority, 

the Children’s Centre and the 

organiser of the Amber Project, an 

outreach service supporting men and 

women involved in sex work. 

Following on from these meetings a 

series of Awareness Raising Days 

have been planned, to be delivered 

at the Conversation Club, a weekly 

hub where most of Doncaster’s 

asylum seeking community  

regularly attend, seeking help and 

advice and social interaction. 

The first of these Awareness Raising 

Days has taken place. 

On Thursday 10th August DS Nikki 

Leach from South Yorkshire Police 

Anti-Slavery unit spoke to 

approximately 30-40 invited people 

from Doncaster Conversation Club, 

G4S, and various other organisations 

involved with the asylum 

seeking/refugee community. 

Nikki spoke at length about Human 

Trafficking and Modern Slavery. 

Modern Slavery is a growing 

problem, with asylum 

seekers/refugees being particularly 

vulnerable to be drawn into this 

growing industry.  Recently 100 

properties in the Doncaster area 

were raided on suspicion of being 

connected to Modern Slavery. 

Unscrupulous slave masters will 

befriend/groom vulnerable victims 

who are then trapped into a life of 

slavery. A typical scenario is a slave 

master telling a victim that he/she 

can move into his property as he has 

a spare room and then he will 

proceed to take control of  their life, 

including money by using his own 

bank account into which the victim 

has his/her wages or benefits paid.. 

Once trapped it is difficult to escape 

as the victim is rarely allowed 

freedom to go anywhere 

unaccompanied. 

Following this formal talk, Nikki then 

spent the afternoon in informal 

discussions with smaller groups of 

the asylum seeking community. 

Each group was broken down by 

language and had an interpreter. 

Nikki is to return at a later date to 

continue these talks with groups she 

didn’t have time to meet.. 

The first Awareness Raising Day was 

deemed a huge success and was well 

received by all who attended. 

More dates are planned on a variety 

of topics:- 

South Yorkshire Police on 

personal/property safety/security 

and anti-social behaviour 

South Yorkshire Police on drugs 

awareness and the law in the UK 

Partnering with local G4S officers 
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Changing Lives on prostitution and 

associated health and legal 

implications. 

The Children’s Centre on their work 

and what is available for pre-school 

children to help with integration 

Doncaster Council on waste 

management and recycling, 

currently a big problem within the 

HMOs.  

South Yorkshire Fire and Rescue on 

fire safety and property security. 

It is hoped that these Awareness 

Raising Days will improve the lives of 

the asylum seeking community of 

Doncaster. 

Swimming at the Dome 

 

 

A group of families and ladies 
went swimming on 4 August – 26 
adults and 11 children. There was 
a lovely atmosphere with the 
children enjoying playing in the 
water. It was great to see the 
younger children becoming more 
confident in the water – and the 
older ones also doing some 
swimming practice.  A few days 
later we returned with a group of 
men without families in the UK. 
This was a smaller group of 17. 
Everyone could swim to some 
extent - but it was a good 
opportunity for some to try out 
new ways of swimming, like trying 
breast stroke for the first time. 

Both groups enjoyed going down 
the slides and chutes. 
 
 

Dancing at St James’ 
 

 
 

Another ceilidh event took place 
on 14 August at St James’s 
Church hall. Music was once 
again provided for free by Peter, 
Kate, Dave and Kate – with a 
great variety of instruments. Peter 
and Kate called the dances – 
making it very easy for everyone 
to join in. The dances were very 
varied – circle dances, weaving in 
and out dances, dancing in a line 
going forward and backwards.  

56 people in all took part. Food 
was organised on a ‘bring and 
share’ basis – with items from 
Syria, Kurdistan, Albania, and the 
UK.  

Funding was provided by the 
Wharfedale Foundation and 
Doncaster DIAL. 

 

Doncaster’s family hubs 

The ‘go to place’ for 
children, young people and 

families 
 

By Sue Davies  
 

Your Local Family Hub 
(previously Children Centre) is a 
community based ‘One Stop 
Shop’ offering services and 
activities for all children and 
families which includes Early 
Education, Midwife appointments 
and Health Visiting support, 
childcare information, adult 
learning courses and employment 
support.  

Most activities are free and take 
place in our safe, secure, child 
friendly hubs.  

Become a member today, it’s free 
to join, just drop into your nearest 
hub, meet the team, take a look 
around and fill in our easy to 
complete membership form  

Qualified staff are always on hand 
to offer information, advice and 
guidance on all aspects of child 
development and family life.  
Family Hub staff work closely 
with midwives, health visitors, 
adult learning teachers and other 
agencies and can help you and 
your child to access the right 
support, in the right place, at the 
right time.  

There are 12 Family Hubs spread 
across Doncaster. For more detail 
of what’s on offer, where your 
nearest family hub is and how to 
contact us call into Central Family 
Hub, Welcome Way, Doncaster 
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Telephone 01302 737995 and pick 
up a timetable.  Alternatively 
check Doncaster Families 
Information Service website or 
follow your local family hub on 
Facebook.   

We look forward to welcoming 
you to our growing membership 
and seeing you and your children 
in our activities.  

Hub locations 

 

Minster Literacy 
Programme 

… begins again on Wednesday 6 
September. 

Every Wednesday at 13.00 at St 
George’s House and Doncaster 
Minster.  An opportunity for all to 
improve their written and spoken 
English. 

 

Brief News Headlines 

1. Quaker Council for European 
Affairs Report 

QCEA’s recent report “Child 
Immigration Detention in Europe” 
notes that among the many negative 
experiences suffered by detained 
migrant children is a lack of 
opportunities to receive the education 
that is necessary for healthy 
development and integration into 
society.                                                 

Under the EU’s own Reception 
Conditions Directive, access to the 
education system should be granted 
within three months of the date of 
application for international 
protection; children should get 
preparatory classes, including 
language classes to facilitate their 
participation in education. 

The Directive also provides that 
children of asylum seekers and minor 
asylum seekers should be granted 
access to the education system 
‘under similar conditions as nationals 
of the host Member State’. 

Newly arrived migrant children (and 
adults) face many obstacles in 
accessing the education opportunities 
they need. These include: 

 absence of a coordinated 
policy on reception 
education, lack of 
cooperation between multiple 
stakeholders and reluctance 
of education systems to 
adapt to changing needs; 

 shortage of funds; 

 lack of structures for 
informing refugees about 
available educational 
opportunities (and tendency 
to restrict them to vocational 
pathways); 

 lack of procedures to assess 
and build upon refugees’ 
prior education (e.g. through 
individual learning plans); 

 teachers’ lack of the 
specialised competences 
necessary to work with 
refugee students; 

 insufficient quantity and 
quality of additional support 
in schools; and 

 insufficient support in the 
acquisition of the national 
language. 

2. Remembering Nicholas Winton 

The Prime Minister recently opened a 
garden in her constituency in 
remembrance of Sir Nicholas Winton 

who played a crucial role in the 
Czech Kindertransport which saved 
669 children from the Nazis.  She told 
those present that she hoped the 
garden would be source of inspiration 
and encouragement to help others. 
 

3. Eritrea: main mine’s life halved 

 

Open pit operations at the Bisha 
polymetallic mine 150km west of 
Asmara 

The Eritrean government relies on the 
Bisha mine for income - with the 
company (Nevsun Resources) paying 
$30million in tax in the year 2015 - 
16. The company faces accusations 
in a Canadian court that it relied on 
slave labour from Eritrea's National 
Service for its development. 

Now the life of the open caste 
copper-zinc mine has just had its 
estimated life cut in half: "At Bisha, 
the company has decided it will only 
fund the capital for a four-year open-
pit, rather than the larger, eight-year 
operation, that had been envisioned 
initially." 

Significantly, the ethical problems of 
investing in Nevsun because of its 
role in Eritrea is weighing on the 
company. As one analyst put it: 
“many investors have avoided 
Nevsun and will not invest in the 
stock for ethical reasons.” 

4. Panorama Report on G4S 

Undercover filming has shown what 
immigration detainees have been 
saying for years, that G4S abuse 
refugees in detention centres. It was 
broadcast on 4 Sept on Panorama 
BBC1 at 9pm and is available on 
iPlayer.  SYMAAG’s film about G4S 
in Sheffield can be accessed via this 
link here.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b094mhsn
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b094mhsn
https://vimeo.com/201062637
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In the beginning 
Out of the political and military chaos 
and inter-ethnic violence in Sri Lanka 
in the early 20th Century there came 
… a poet. 

The very young Alfred Thananchayan 
was caught up in an epic struggle 
between communities and cultures 
existing within an authoritarian 
regime.  As a journalist and an artist, 
clever with words and images, it is 
easy to see why he was a target for 
the fearful government of the majority 
in the south of the country. Jaffna, 
where Alfred lived, was in many ways 
the epicentre of the opposition.  He 
was fortunate to escape with his life.  
His principles and values survived 
with him.  Alfred’s poetry and art are 
in part the product of his education in 
the arts and drama and his early 
career in journalism.  However, all 
this was to be subverted by his 
essential humanity, activism, 
experience and intellect. By 
undergoing the stresses involved in 
being castigated and hated by many 
people living in his own country, he 
began to see more clearly and feel 
more deeply than before.  This is 
reminiscent of the role adopted by 
any war artist. Being involved in 
achingly difficult situations over a 
period of years is like wine making for 
a poet.  The experiences crystallise 
and clarify the mind.  The results are 
not comforting for the reader, they do 
not wrap up the truth in an aesthetic 
disguise.  Rather, they approach 
directly the realities of the intolerable. 
 

Alfred’s Book 
The book was the brainchild of Alfred 
Thananchayan and Denise Cann and 
it is at the same time a therapy, an 
artistic necessity and a 
communication of the intolerable 
truths of modern conflict. 

The poems were edited and 
assembled for publication by Bruce 
Gillham.  The title of the book was 
agreed at first to be Love, Chaos and 

Inspiration, but this was later altered 
to Chaos, Love and Inspiration, 
because the chaos came first and the 
love and inspiration followed 

This had to be done sensitively as the 
work is in Alfred’s new language 
which he is avidly and currently 
engaged in learning.  As he says: ‘I 
am writing poems not because I know 
English. I am writing poems in the 
English I know. I admire beauty and 
enjoy things that do not dominate’.  At 
first the poems had no titles, but we 
agreed that the readers would need 
help in fitting the poems to the context 
– so the titles which are, after all, the 
briefest of all summaries were added.  
The addition of Alfred’s crude yet 
subtle art work creates another 
tortured dimension for his work.  This 
book is not an easy read - it is full of 
man at his worst... and at his best. 

For me the key lies in Alfred’s 
imagery.  In particular, the 
juxtaposition of military action and 
concepts alongside the relentless 
progress of nature continuing as 
normal, marks Alfred’s work. 

 

A Launch Event 
Alfred was provided with a platform 
and a place to launch and explain by 
Rev Tom McCready and his 
associated good hearted 
programmes - the Yorkshire and 

Humber Shared Future Project and 
the Common Good/Near Neighbours 
Fund, programmes specifically 
designed to increase friendship and 
interaction amongst those coming 
from different ethnic, religious and 
cultural backgrounds. 
 
At the Launch on the 26th August at 
the Unitarian Church in Hallgate, 
Alfred read his own work and 
provided a context for it; 
 

 
.   

Jalal Darvishi played some beautiful 

pieces of music on his guitar; Denise 

Cann read two of her poems; Basil  

and Zarish provided Christian psalms 

and songs and played the 

accompaniment on his spectacular 

Harmonium; Brigitte McCready read 

her poem entitled ‘The Voluntary 

Exile’ – a reflection of her own 

experience as a person from 

Germany now living in the UK; 

Mazen, from Sudan, delivered some 

spectacular ‘Raps’ in Arabic; 

Tom McCready provided an Epilogue 

for the event which was followed by a 

concluding poem For Alfred, by 

Denise, and music from Jalal.  There 

was Sri Lankan inspired shared food. 

 

 

Out of the chaos 

By Bruce Gillham 

Note: A few signed and numbered copies of the book Chaos Love and Inspiration are available at a discounted price of 

£5. When these have gone the price will be £8 Post Free.  Contact brucegillham@madasafish.com  

 

mailto:brucegillham@madasafish.com
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Based at the 

 
Quaker Meeting House 

Off St James St 

 Doncaster DN1 3RH 

 To receive a copy of this newsletter by email, send a message to 
Paulfitzp@aol.com 

Please send your contributions and suggestions to the same address. 

Doncaster Conversation Club is one of many Conversation Clubs  across 
the country which offer opportunities for local people and people who have 
come to live in the UK to join together to share friendship, while offering 
support and practical help. 

 

The Club seeks to create a relaxed, friendly and supportive environment,  
and works on the principles  of 

Ownership – everyone can get involved 

Impartiality – it is not affiliated to any political or religious body 

Confidentiality – what you say is private 

Respect – for each other’s differences and individuality. 

 

The Club is pleased to acknowledge the support of Doncaster 
Society of Friends (Quakers), The Red Cross, The Refugee Council, 
Migrant Help, The Foyle Foundation, DIAL Doncaster, South 
Yorkshire Community Foundation, The Doncaster Clinical 
Commissioning Group, St Leger Homes, Club Doncaster 
Foundation, M25, Riverside Housing, DARTS, CAST, Fareshare, 
The Ruth Hayman Trust and Doncaster Minster. 

                            
The Doncaster Conversation Club is run entirely by volunteers with the 
support of occasional grants for specific activities, currently from the Allen 
Lane Foundation, and the Wharfedale Trust 

 

 
The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual 
contributors. 

Paul FitzPatrick 
Doncaster Conversation Club 
Doncaster, South Yorkshire   

Registered Charity number 1159775 
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