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On 7th March, MPs voted 287–267 to 
reject the so-called ‘Dubs 
Amendment’ to the Immigration Act 
2016, disappointing many, and 
especially those unaccompanied 
child refugees who were living 
without protection in Europe and 
who might have expected to come 
to the UK.  Only 350 have been 
accepted when many understood 
that at least 3000 would be 
accepted.  The latest setback came 
via an amendment to the Children 
and Social Work Bill which sought to 
require the government to assess 
each local council’s space for 
unaccompanied minors. 

The BBC website reported this result 
under the following headline: 
'Government sees off child migrant 
challenge'.  I found this language 
quite inappropriate, so much so that 
I was moved to complain to the BBC.  
I noted that votes on amendments 

are frequently described as being 
'seen off', and that this reflects the 
adversarial style of our politics.  On 
this occasion, however, the language 
was singularly inappropriate because 
the issue was not on the face of it the 
kind of issue which would divide on 
party political lines.  The language 
demeaned the suffering of 
thousands of forced migrants.  The 
choice of language reinforced the 
narrative of the hostile environment 
and the idea that these children 
represent some kind of threat to 
Britain’s security and well-being. 

The BBC’s reply noted merely that 
the headline had been updated to 
read ‘Dubs amendment: Child 
migrant challenge defeated by MPs’.  
I am not sure that this represents 
much of an improvement. 
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Bad language, again 
By Paul FitzPatrick 
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The Quaker Council for European 

Affairs and the Quaker Asylum and 

Refugee Network (QARN) recently 

undertook a survey of the work that 

European Quakers are doing with 

refugees and asylum seekers.  One of 

the responses was from a group in 

Italy who have developed training for 

people who work with migrants 

around Europe.  Refugee volunteers 

can often develop secondary trauma 

and need help to cope with it.  Kate 

McNally (QCEA’s volunteer Forced 

Migration Project Coordinator) 

interviewed Dr Leyla Welkin on this 

issue.  Leyla is a lifelong Quaker and 

a psychologist specializing in treating 

secondary trauma. 

Kate visited DCC on 2 March 2017 

 

What is post-traumatic stress? 

 

Leyla noted that the fundamental 

issue in dealing with trauma is 

violence and a betrayal of trust. 

The violence which causes 

trauma can be sexual, political, 

social, or familial. The common 

thread is that it strips away our 

humanity. The effects on victims 

and survivors are often seen long 

after the violence stops.  

 

Violence destroys the social links 

we live by. Those links have their 

roots in our earliest experiences 

of contact with our family. We 

have a need to connect to others, 

to be a part of a community – not 

just on a social and spiritual level, 

but also on a biological, 

neurological level. Our nervous 

system develops in the context of 

being held in a family, a safe 

place where we learn to trust that 

our basic needs will be met. 

Violence breaks this trust by 

destroying the safety we find with 

others.  

 

What are some of the signs of 

secondary trauma? 

 

Helpers, those who serve 

survivors of trauma, are directly 

affected by this breach of trust, 

and find that their own trust 

mechanisms begin to break down. 

The first sign of this secondary 

trauma is sadness and 

depression. Untreated, this can 

lead to feeling isolated, and then 

to a numbing of feelings in an 

effort NOT to feel what we feel. 

Remaining on this path can lead 

eventually to addiction, where 

drugs, alcohol, sex, gambling or 

food can temporarily fill the 

longing for the comfort of 

community and the connection 

that provides.  

 

How is it treated? 

 

There are a range of practices 

which can be used to treat 

secondary trauma. The first 

requirement, however, is that it be 

acknowledged. Often those who 

suffer from it try to soldier on, 

denying that there is a problem. 

After all, others have it much 

worse. Secondary trauma thrives 

on ignoring, however. Once 

acknowledged, it is treated by re-

establishing connections with 

others, in whatever form is 

appropriate to the individual 

involved. This may involve art, 

dancing, music, walking in the 

forest, talking to others.  

 

What can I do for someone 

suffering from secondary trauma? 

 

Activities supported by a caring 

community of friends and family 

are important. People need to feel 

cared for – however that looks to 

them. “Community is where 

healing happens”, Leyla explains. 

People suffering from secondary 

trauma may have trouble re-

connecting, so it’s important for 

those who care for them to build 

networks of support. Call your 

friend; let them talk; let them sit 

without talking; offer a meal; take 

a walk together; cook together; 

sing together; find a way to share 

time in a caring and supporting 

way. Let them cry, let them talk, 

let them be silent. 

 

Blood bath 
 
By Alfred Thananchayan 
 
We bathe in blood. 
Tasted tears. 
With the oil lamp we lived in a bunker. 
For one plate rice 
with an outstretched hands 
we waited at the food bank. 
The smell of the urine at the refugee 
camp. 
Death greets in the morning and fear 
in evening. 
Caskets of the dead do come daily. 
The weeping noise is the national 
anthem. 
Devoid of hope 
we move about like corpses. 
   
  1995 Jaffna war, Sri Lanka 

      Helping the helpers: Dealing with secondary trauma 
 

 

Reprinted, with permission, from Around Europe, the newsletter of QCEA, Nov-Dec 2016 
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A visit to Caphouse 
Colliery 

 

 

By Mohiad Abdalla 

Julia and others from the 
Conversation Club organised a trip to 
the National Coal Mining Museum on 
Saturday March 11th. We all met at 
10.30 am in the Meeting House, 
many volunteers took us in their cars 
and Nic had mini bus. 
 
The journey took one hour. When we 
arrived we could see the old building 
and pit head gear. We were split into 
two groups for the underground visit. 
We got in the cage. It was very 
squashed. We went down about 145 
m. We were taken along the road and 
we were shown how coal was mined 
through the ages. The guide 
explained all things to us. 
 
It’s very dark and cool, so we all 
given a light and hat as roof very low. 
We saw how dangerous it is to work 
in the mine. We saw the real way for 
horse drawn coal tubs, we saw how 
coal was originally mined by hand 
and we also saw modern machines. It 
must have been very dirty and noisy! 
Also the museum showed the history 
of coal mining in pictures and objects 
of interest.  I was interested to see 
how miners lived a hundred years 
ago.  
 
We had a picnic lunch and then we 
walked around the site and saw pit 
baths and pit ponies and the winding 
gear steam engine. We then set off 
home. 
 
I really enjoyed the day and learned a 
lot. 

 

By Vivian Fomukong 

On our way I saw this big green 
landscape that had some sheep, 
cows and horses. When we reach the 
mine, the outside looks beautiful 
while the inside has little statues of 
the ancient miners. We were taken to 
where we kept our bags and hand 
bags, watches and phones. I 
wondering why we have to keep all 
this things behind. 
 
When they took us in and we gear up, 
wore the hats. I was still wondering 
what was going on until the 
photographer ask us to come closer 
and he showed us the well. Later the 
miner came and told us don’t be 
scared, the glass will not break. Then 
I was scared more because I didn’t 
realise I was standing on glass to 
look down the well. I walk slowly out 
from the glass then miner said it’s 
expensive and cannot break, but I 
was still scared. 
 
Going down the mine, as we entered 
the shaft to go down the cage it was a 
mystery to me. A wonderful wisdom 
for those who dug the mine and made 
it what it is today.  I learnt that coal 
has existed since 300 million years. I 
was thrilled when the miner was 
telling us the history of the miners, of 
the ancient days, how the five years 
old girl use to work 6 days a week 
and only see light once in a week. I 
begin to thank God and being grateful 
for the life I had when growing up, it 
was not the best but not in darkness 
and I didn’t work hard at the age of 
five. 

 
 
I also learnt of the different machines 
that came out to help the miner. As 
the years go by, hard labour becomes 
easier for the miners. I had the best 

time which will always be 
remembered. 
 
I am grateful for this experience, 
knowing the history of the mine alone 
is the best experience I have ever 
had, know how deep I have been 
under the ground will always remain 
with me. My grandchildren will surely 
come here someday. 
 

 

Some further comments 

It was fantastic figure for us to 
discover about how things started 
back in the history and how amazing 
men turn their ideas to astonishing 
discovery to help them self and 
invented machines and turn things 
from natural sources to interesting 
discovery that still effectively benefit 
us in the modern. For me it my best 
journey of learning and knowing and 
what I like the most about the 
knowing where coals come from and 
today I have known how and what 
great men made an awesome 
discovery. 
 
It was wonderful. I understand how 
people worked a long time ago. I 
have never been to a place like this.  
 
It was very cold underground. I liked 
going down in the lift – we went a 
long way. I liked being in a class 
(having someone explaining). 
 
I love every moment like from when 
we put on the hat, all the machines, 
also to know how people of old where 
struggling to make a living. And how 
they saw in the darkness. It is all 
interesting. Every moment was good 
to me. 
 
Today was good learning history for 
British. I’m happy today.  
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FORTHCOMING DATES 

04 – 09 April Project Refuge/e 
at the Millennium Gallery, 
Sheffield - a touring installation 
that gives a first-hand sense of 
what it is to be a Syrian 
refugee in the Middle East. 
 
06 April City of Sanctuary 
Sheffield Public Meeting at 
Victoria Hall 
 
08 April DCC outing to 
Conisbrough Castle 
 
09 April Performance: 
Migrations 2017.  A powerful 
performance showcasing 
music, dance and poetry 
created by displaced artists, 
Performance Migrations will 
take place in and around the 
Refuge/e shelter installation at 
Millennium Gallery.  1.30 – 
3.30pm 
 
13 April ‘Offside’ at CAST 

  
22 April – 7 May Doncaster 
Heritage Festival: a varied 
programme of talks and 
workshops on aspects of 
Doncaster’s history 
 
26 April 5.30pm till 7.30pm at 
Bradford Peace Museum: a 
special evening event to mark 
the end of the Kindertransport 
display. The evening will 
continue from the opening and 
will explore the story of Ursula 
Michel in more detail, including 
a talk and discussion with 
Judith Rhodes, her daughter. 
A re-showing of her film will 
also take place.  Space is 
limited so attendees must 
RSVP to 
info@peacemuseum.org.uk to 
guarantee a place.  Free, all 
welcome. 
 
02 May Reading Ahead at 
Doncaster Library 10.00 – 
12.00 

 

 

 

 

By Mazen Saad. 

In Doncaster, we are very lucky by 

DCC staff.  Every week we have a lot 

of activities running trips, sport 

activities, computing, discovering 

new skills, learning a new style of 

how people in the UK used to live. 

Last week, all refugee and asylum 

seeker are spend fun time in 

Doncaster CAST by classical music 

show on Saturday 25 March at 5pm.  

At this time we were all there and 

excited and we await the show. 

For most of us it was the first time to 

attend a show like this.  Around 5.30 

the show was started, the hall was 

crowded by many people and 

different people, English people and 

refugees and asylum seekers from 

Iran, Sudan, Ethiopia and Eritrea. 

I think activities like this help us as 

refugees and asylum seekers to start 

our new life. 

When in Rome…. 

Really thanks for DCC staff to 

arrange like this music concert 

because it give us a lot of benefit to 

discover English culture and discover 

the traditional music. 

Some further comments: 

Deborah Chadbourn, Executive 

Director for Music in the Round said: 

‘At Music in the Round we believe 

music speaks to everyone, no matter 

where they're from, and that it helps 

people connect with one another. 

When Cast told us about their Social 

Seats initiative that welcomes 

different groups to experience of the 

huge variety of shows they present, 

we were thrilled to be involved. Not 

everyone thinks that classical music is 

for them, but the success of this first 

concert in bringing 

diverse communities together to hear 

inspiring, talented musicians, shows 

that it can be. We're keen to continue 

to support this initiative, which helps 

people feel that Cast, and our 

concerts, are for everyone in 

Doncaster.’ 

CAST’s Social Seats pilot initiative 

sees the organisation bring together 

touring companies and community 

partners to create opportunities for 

some of the most economically and 

culturally deprived communities in 

Doncaster to engage with world-

class arts and culture. 

Deborah Rees, CAST’s Director said: 

‘Everyone has the right to explore, 

enjoy and express their cultural selves, 

and its up to Cast to make that 

happen – it’s a really big part of what 

we do as a charity. In fact we’re 

committed through and through to 

enriching the creative and cultural life 

of all local people. By welcoming and 

supporting those who face the biggest 

inequalities in our society, Cast can 

develop new ways of being a dynamic 

and well-loved asset of the town. I’m 

so proud that through projects like 

Social Seats we’re bringing people 

together with a kaleidoscope of 

backgrounds and circumstances to 

experience and share in something 

transformative together as a 

community.’ 

                 

Classical Music concert at CAST 

 
 

mailto:info@peacemuseum.org.uk


A VIEW FROM THE EDGE DONCASTER CONVERSATION CLUB 
NEWSLETTER | Issue 29  

5 

 

 

stss 

Poems in the 
Frenchgate  

 

 
Some of you may have noticed some 
poems going up in the Frenchgate 
Centre over the past few week, they 
are part of the Poetry Exhibition 
called 'These poets, our kin / These 
poems, our stories.' It is curated by 
Dan Ryder, a Doncaster-based poet, 
editor and social media manager at 
Doncopolitan magazine. One of the 
poets Dan is delighted to feature is 
Alfred Thananchyan, whom he met at 
the Conversation Club. 
  
A recent graduate of the Manchester 
Writing School, Dan Ryder said: “The 
Frenchgate Centre's decision to 
present an opportunity of this size to 
an emerging local creative like myself 
is really pleasing. At least 15 poets, 
who all either grew up in the borough 
of Doncaster or currently call 
Doncaster home, will feature in the 
exhibition. 
 
“The poetry scene in Doncaster is in 
excellent health due to accessible 
and engaging creative writing 
workshops, open-mic nights, and also 
the Ted Hughes Poetry Festival 
which returns to Mexborough on June 
23 to 25. Former poet laureate Ted 
Hughes spent his school years and 
formative years as a poet in 
Mexborough between 1938 and 
1951. 
 
“I feel incredibly proud and privileged 
to curate this exhibition and to 
showcase Doncaster's diverse range 
of talented poets. Giving local poets 
such a visible and public platform to 
display their work is really exciting – 
more than 17,000 people will walk 
through the space every day!” If 

anybody writes poetry and would like 
to share it with Dan, they are 
encouraged to contact him at 
danryder90@gmail.com" 
 
 
 

Haikus  
 
By Alfred Thananchayan 
 

A parrot is flying 

Toward mango tree 

Over land mines field 

 

I am waiting  

For a wave 

That forgot to come shore 

 

I am searching the traces 

In the sky  

The bird fly 

 

A sentry point 

A soldier watching through sniper 

lenses 

Squirrels mating 

 

 

 

 

 

Courses at DEMRP 

DEMRP are running a number of 
courses that are suitable for those 
who already have refugee status and 
are eligible to work. The courses are: 

       Health and Safety level 1 

       Food Hygiene level 2 

       First Aid awareness 

The courses will be subsidised for 
those who are not working, with a 
small certification fee. They will be 
held on Fridays and are online 
courses, envisioned to take 3-4 hours 
to complete. Because the course 
materials, questions and multi choice 
answers are written, candidates 
should be fairly confident English 
readers 

 

Minster English in the 
news 
Read more at: 

http://www.thestar.co.uk/news/donca

ster-asylum-seeker-project-opens-

minds-of-teachers-and-pupils-1-

8443988 

 

 

mailto:danryder90@gmail.com
http://www.thestar.co.uk/news/doncaster-asylum-seeker-project-opens-minds-of-teachers-and-pupils-1-8443988
http://www.thestar.co.uk/news/doncaster-asylum-seeker-project-opens-minds-of-teachers-and-pupils-1-8443988
http://www.thestar.co.uk/news/doncaster-asylum-seeker-project-opens-minds-of-teachers-and-pupils-1-8443988
http://www.thestar.co.uk/news/doncaster-asylum-seeker-project-opens-minds-of-teachers-and-pupils-1-8443988
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Brief News Headlines 

1. No Stranger Place is a project 
aiming to produce a broad body of 
work that portrays refugees and 
locals living together across Europe 
as equals, challenging the idea of 
refugees as 'other'. To create new 
blended family portraits, so to speak.  
 
They are keen to get a wide spread of 
participants across the UK so if you 
are one such family, and would be 
interested in taking part, please 
contact Nadine Alfa on 
nadinealfa@gmail.com 

 

2. Project Refuge/e  is a touring 
installation that gives a first-hand 
sense of what it is to be a Syrian 
refugee in the Middle East.  It will be 
in the Millennium Gallery from 4-9th 
April.  

Created by AMP Art, an 
anthropological art collective, 
refuge/e is a window into the daily life 
of more than one million people living 
in limbo in Lebanon, over half a 
million of whom are in tents, garages, 
unfinished buildings, animal stalls, or 
overcrowded apartments and in need 
of continuous support. 

3. Detention centres in Libya 

A number of recent reports have 
highlighted the appalling conditions 
experienced by people who have 

reached Libya in their search for 
asylum. 

UNICEF reported: 

"An estimated 34 detention centres 
have been identified in Libya. The 
Libyan Government Department for 
Combatting Illegal Migration runs 24 
detention centres. They hold between 
4,000 and 7,000 detainees. 

Armed groups hold migrants in an 
unknown number of unofficial 
detention centres. 

The international community, 
including UNICEF, only has access to 
fewer than half of government-run 
detention centres." 

The EU's plans are for Australian 
style offshore detention facilities in 
Libya, as a means of preventing tens 
of thousands of Africans arriving in 
Europe. 

It is a harsh reaction to a problem; 
one that puts many thousands of 
Africans in terrible jeopardy. 

UNICEF describes the conditions 
under which they are being held in 
the official centres: the centres run by 
the armed groups are even worse. 

"The majority of women in the 
detention centres also reported verbal 
and physical violence perpetrated by 
the predominantly male guards. 

Children did not receive any 
preferential treatment and were often 
placed in cells together with adult 
detainees, which increased the risk of 
abuse. 

The survey confirmed that sanitation 
conditions were substandard and the 
centres were, worryingly 
overcrowded, increasing the 
likelihood of the spread of infectious 
diseases. 

This was compounded by the fact 
that health-care services were not 
available, leaving women and girls 
unable to access feminine hygiene 
products or medicines. It was 
estimated that 20 per cent of the 
detainees were women." 

The possibilities for people seeking 
refuge in Europe seem to be 
deteriorating. The case of Syrian 
refugees trapped in Turkey or Greece 
is well known. Less attention has 
been paid to the plight of people 
fleeing Eritrea, Nigeria and other 
parts of Africa for reasons ranging 
from persecution to war. The route 
via the Canary Islands or Spain has 
closed. Israel’s fence along the Sinai 
means that almost no one gets to 
Europe that way any longer (see also 
p7). This has left Libya and, to a 
lesser extent, Egypt as the only exits. 
And even these are on the way to 
being shut. 

Britain, along with the rest of the 
European Union, is effectively 
implementing a version of the system 
pioneered by Australia, where in 2001 
refugees arriving by boat began to be 
outsourced to detention camps 
including that on the Pacific island of 
Nauru. Would-be travellers to Europe 
are increasingly being prevented from 
leaving Libya and instead becoming 
trapped in camps there. Some camps 
are controlled by Libya’s fragile 
government, others by Islamic State. 

 

Ceilidh at St James’ 
Church Hall 

Another enjoyable evening ceilidh 
was held at St James’s Church hall 
and attended by 68 people.  
Participants enjoyed a varied and 
excellent ‘bring and share’ meal.  
Thanks to the hard-working kitchen 
team, and thanks again to the 
indefatigable musicians, Peter, Kate 
and Dave. 

 

 

http://nostrangerplace.org/
mailto:nadinealfa@gmail.com
http://www.projectrefugee.co.uk/
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I was able to visit Israel recently to 
increase my understanding of the 
lives of Eritrean and Sudanese 
asylum seekers there.  According to 
the Israeli Ministry of Interior, at the 
end of March 2015 there were 
45,711 African asylum seekers in 
Israel, among them 33,506 Eritreans 
and 8,637 Sudanese.  Sudanese and 
Eritreans in Israel form part of the 
greater exodus from the Horn of 
Africa.  Across the border in Jordan, 
there are approximately 4000 
Sudanese and Somalis, over 29000 in 
Egypt and over 38000 in Ethiopia.  
These numbers are dwarfed by the 
more than 300,000 Darfuri refugees 
in Chad.  In 2014, the UK received 
1449 asylum applications from 
Sudan, and figure which more than 
doubled in 2015 to 2918.  84% of 
these applications were successful. 

 

‘Asylum seeker’ is not quite the right 

term, of course.  Most Eritreans and 

Sudanese entered Israel by crossing 

the border with Egypt, a route which 

since 2013 has been closed by the 

construction of the 152-mile long 

border fence between Israel and 

Egypt.  Not having entered through a 

regular crossing, they are known as 

‘infiltrators’.  Since 2013, Israel has 

entertained the possibility of asylum 

applications, but to date only one  

 

 

 

Sudanese and four Eritreans have 

been granted refugee status. 

It turned out while I was in Israel that 

the Israel Museum was exhibiting a 

series of photographs by Ron Amir 

entitled ‘Doing time in Holot’.  Holot 

is the detention facility in the Negev 

desert.  It is not a prison, because 

those detained within it are free to 

leave during the day.  According to 

the latest amendment to the Anti-

infiltration Law, the number of daily 

rollcalls has been decreased to one. 

Ron Amir is a socially engaged Israeli 

photographer who makes rigorous 

and uncompromising photographs of 

marginalised communities.  The 

scenes he records are inspired by the 

daily life of the community.  He 

spends a long time with the people 

he intends to photograph, getting to 

know them in their own environment 

before he takes any photographs.  He 

‘hangs out’ with the residents of 

Holot.   And so his photographs are 

not about capturing a single, 

decisive, split-second moment but 

rather longterm, collaborative, 

projects, which depend upon the 

relationships established with these 

marginalised communities and 

through which he is able to capture 

the economic, social and political 

realities of their situation. 

This ‘lingering’ and ’sojourning’ of 

the photographer matches at least to 

some extent the deferment and 

waiting which is everywhere endemic 

to the lives of those seeking asylum.  

 

In this exhibition there are no 

photographs of the detention 

facilities themselves, no fences or 

gates or containers.  Amir does not 

record the asylum seekers directly 

but rather the traces they leave, the 

marks of their presence in the 

surrounding desert.  But surely the 

exhibition’s curator is right to claim 

that the human presence in these 

‘empty’ photos is most palpable.  

Space is made into place, a place 

which belongs to someone and 

where someone belongs – 

Abdelrazik’s bench, Bisharan and 

Anwar’s tree, Ibrahim Tuayisha’s 

gym.  This place is a place of safety, it 

is a human space, a place of 

encounter with others, including the 

Bedouin who also inhabit the desert. 

Amir succeeds thereby in restoring a 

degree of agency and creativity to 

the asylum seeker.  

Sudanese asylum seekers I meet in 

Doncaster (some with relatives or 

friends in Israel) recognise the 

images immediately.  The scenes and 

customs are familiar: the desert 

landscape, the few belongings 

gathered in special places, the need 

to survive in situations of extreme 

poverty, and the delineation of a 

particular place as a mosque by the 

placement of a few stones. This 

recognition reinforced the 

authenticity of Ron Amir’s 

photography. 

‘Doing time in Holot’ 

By Paul FitzPatrick 
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Quaker Meeting House 

Off St James St 

 Doncaster DN1 3RH 

 To receive a copy of this newsletter by email, send a message to 
Paulfitzp@aol.com 

Please send your contributions and suggestions to the same address. 

Doncaster Conversation Club is one of many Conversation Clubs  across 
the country which offer opportunities for local people and people who 
have come to live in the UK to join together to share friendship, while 
offering support and practical help. 

 

The Club seeks to create a relaxed, friendly and supportive environment,  
and works on the principles  of 

Ownership – everyone can get involved 

Impartiality – it is not affiliated to any political or religious body 

Confidentiality – what you say is private 

Respect – for each other’s differences and individuality. 

 

The Club is pleased to acknowledge the support of Doncaster 
Society of Friends (Quakers), The Red Cross, The Refugee Council, 
Migrant Help, The Foyle Foundation, DIAL Doncaster, The 
Doncaster Clinical Commissioning Group, St Leger Homes, Club 
Doncaster Foundation, M25, Riverside Housing, DARTS, CAST, 
Fareshare, The Ruth Hayman Trust and Doncaster Minster. 

                            
The Doncaster Conversation Club is run entirely by volunteers with the 
support of occasional grants for specific activities, currently from the Foyle 
Foundation, the Allen Lane Foundation, and the Wharfedale Trust 

 

 
The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual 
contributors. 

Paul FitzPatrick 
Doncaster Conversation Club 
Doncaster 

South Yorkshire   

Registered Charity number 1159775 
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