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Writers about asylum sometimes 
make use of the ideas of the Italian 
philosopher Giorgio Agamben.  He 
identified two different meanings of 
the simple word ‘life’.  It is one thing 
to be alive, it is another to be, and to 
be recognised as being, part of a 
community.  The first of these he 
described simply as ‘bare life’, and he 
distinguished this from living with 
the rights and responsibilities of 
social and political belonging.  If all a 
person has is ‘bare life’, they are 
excluded from communal, political, 
life.  They are barely a person at all.  

Asylum seekers are the clearest form 
of bare life.  Although governments 
may talk about their ‘human rights’, 
their practice has not guaranteed 
respect and justice for asylum 
seekers.   

Another example which brutally 
illustrates Agamben’s distinction is 

the difference between being 
thrown into an unmarked grave on 
death or being buried with a 
tombstone or other marker of 
presence.  The thousands who have 
died crossing the Mediterranean 
thus represent bare life in its starkest 
form.  So too do the unnamed 
victims of the Grenfell Tower fire.  
The horrific realisation that the first 
named victim of the Grenfell Tower 
fire was a Syrian refugee has 
revealed how little we value ‘bare 
life’ - though at least we can honour 
his name, Mohammed Alhaj Ali. 

As I write, much attention is being 
paid to the cladding on high-rise 
buildings.  This is important, but I 
can’t help feeling that it is also a 
distraction.  It deflects attention 
from the inequalities in our society.  
In the future, buildings may be 
better clad, but the inequalities will 
remain, and asylum seekers, migrant 

workers and people with uncertain 
immigration status will be foremost 
in the new precariat. 

 

Refugee Week at the Museum  
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Bare life 
By Paul FitzPatrick 
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We spent a morning clearing rubbish 
from the camp outside the official 
boundaries. With no drains, bins or 
toilets, the rubbish mounts up 
rapidly, all adding to negative 
feelings towards the residents. 
Volunteers clean up every few days, 
often assisted by residents, but it is 
not a good job to do if you are not 
sure of a shower later on in the day. I 
was told that the Mayor ordered a 
full clean-up of the area recently. 
This would seem reasonable, until 
you find that all tents, bedding and 
personal items were removed for the 
cleaning process, and never 
returned; official papers, lost forever. 
There are many positive stories 
about the support of the French 
police towards the camp residents to 
balance the negatives, but this is a 
situation that is not going to go 
away. Similar to our own homeless 
people when faced with homeless 
spikes, refugees cannot simply turn 
around and go home when 
conditions are made uncomfortable 
for them. For many, home no longer 
exists.  

I was happy to be able to take out a 

small group of unaccompanied 

minors; glad to be able to offer them 

a new opportunity. Then I felt my 

heart drop as I realised that, as I 

worried about my 17 year old 

daughter getting in a taxi on her own 

for a 3 mile journey, here were these 

young men, the same age as her, 

alone, but for each other and the 

amazing volunteers who support 

them, having travelled hundreds of 

miles and endured, only they knew 

what. One quickly told me of his  

 

family, one in Canada, one in 

Germany, and ‘me, here’. 

And then, on the journey home, the 

dreadful news of the fire at Grande 

Synthe. 1500 people stripped of 

everything, yet again, but equally, so 

much outpouring of love and 

generosity to bring them to safety. 

Amongst the horror and evils of the 

world, shine these ever-lasting rays 

of light. 

I was proud to be a small part of the 

support offered in Paris, alongside 

other volunteers from France, 

England and Ireland, and also 

alongside local people who give time, 

money, bread(in abundance, on a 

daily basis from a local baker) and a 

whole host of services. But, as ever, 

this is just not enough. This huge 

migration of people requires more; it 

requires a complete reassessment of 

the way our world is run, and it 

requires our governments to care. 

Perhaps I am naïve, but love really 

could conquer all if we were all in it 

together. 

I am continuing my fundraising with a 

sponsored 42 mile walk, The Lyke Wake 

Walk, this summer. Proceeds will go to 

Utopia56 Paris who are supporting those 

in need in Paris. 

http://www.utopia56.com/en  

Please share my link, or donate if you 

feel you can.   

Thank you all for your love and support.   

https://www.gofundme.com/lykewakew

alk  

 

Letter 
 
By Alfred Thananchayan 
 
World’s best 
food 
for me 
the food you cooked mom 
luxury life 
is not 
satisfying me 
I think 
I had the most luxury life 
the moments 
when I slept 
in your lap 
I can remember 
when I was 
five years old 
first day in 
school 
I started to cry 
you wiped my tears 
you tied my shoe lace 
you waited for me in school gate for 
this slow boy 
until finish his art 
when I was 18 
On that midnight you  
Waited again in road 
And  borrowed a cigarette for me  
from passer-by  
but  next day in an argument I called 
you bitch 
That day I saw your saddest face 
ever 
now I am living alone here mom 
I visited lot of 
beautiful places 
but nothing is 
making me happy 
because 
I miss you 

your loving son 
 
Alfred 

 
 
 
 

Paris – the city of love?  (Part 2) 
By Catherine Ford 

 
 

http://www.utopia56.com/en
https://www.gofundme.com/lykewakewalk
https://www.gofundme.com/lykewakewalk
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A visit to Hull – a newly 
created City of Sanctuary 

On Tuesday June 20th, World Refugee 
Day, Hull was officially declared as a 
‘City of Sanctuary’ during the UK’s 
national celebration of Refugee Week 
which was held at Hull Minster – the 
first time the event has been held 
outside of London. Speakers at the 
event included former Speaker of the 
House of Lords Baroness d’Souza and 
several refugees who have settled in 
Hull. 

Although it has taken Hull ten years to 
be officially recognised as a City of 
Sanctuary, the city has a long history 
as a place of both refuge and transit for 
displaced people. Hull’s geographic 
location on the North Sea coast and its 
significance as a major British port 
meant that it was one of the main areas 
through which Jewish refugees fleeing 
persecution in Europe passed in the 
19th and 20th centuries. Later, in 1937, 
Hull was among the cities that 
welcomed child refugees from the 
Basque country during the Spanish 
Civil War following Franco’s bombing of 
Guernica. 

A group from Doncaster went to join in 
the celebrations. 

 

 

By Vivian Ngum 

The Refugee day in Hull was 
good, introduced by one lady who 
is a refugee herself, and also the 
people of Zimbabwe presented a 
film about how some people came 
and said they are Christians but 
were killing the villagers. Some 
flee for their lives while those who 
didn't hear them coming were 
killed. These people were telling 
the story of their lives that is sad 

how some lost their parents, 
sisters, brothers, uncles and 
aunties. There was also a band 
that was singing, which the 
singers come from different parts 
of Africa. We had lunch break 
when they provided sandwiches 
of different kinds, biscuits, cakes, 
tea, coffee and juice. I enjoyed 
every moment as I met with one 
lady from the band who also 
comes from Cameroon.  And the 
city of Hull, which this year is the 
City of Culture, was also made a 
City of Sanctuary. 
 
 
 

‘Pericles – All at Sea’ 

The touring company multi story 

performed this Shakespearian 

fantasy at the Meeting House on 20 

June, during Refugee Week. 

Why was this appropriate to the 

occasion? 

A pair of story-tellers play a multitude 

of characters, evoking – in this 

ancient tale – a world in which a 

young girl is sold to a brothel; in 

which conflict and famine are 

devastating parts of Syria, Lebanon 

and Turkey; in which a fisherwoman 

finds bodies tangled in her nets; and 

in which the kindness of strangers 

saves those in peril on the 

Mediterranean Sea. 

“A lovely bit of storytelling. Who 

would have thought a 400-year-old 

story could be so relevant to today.” 

Having been abandoned by her father 

a few hours after her birth, Marina, 

now a young woman, tries to piece 

together what happened. Her father, 

Pericles, was forced to flee his 

country having provoked the anger of 

a ruler more powerful than himself. 

He won her mother’s heart in a joust. 

Her mother died on board ship giving 

birth to her. And her father, Pericles, 

is a broken man. An extraordinary 

series of coincidences sends them 

scurrying round the Mediterranean 

and brings them back together. 

 

 

Refugee Week at 
Doncaster Museum 

 
 
 
Doncaster Museum marked Refugee 
Week by providing an opportunity for 
local people to find out about life as a 
refugee or asylum seeker in 
Doncaster. 
 
The award-winning BBC 
documentary ‘Exodus: Our Journey to 
Europe’ was shown.  A Conversation 
Café enabled people to meet and 
talk. 
  
The highlights were the spotlight 
tours of the Museum conducted by a 
recent refugee from Sudan, Mazen.  
His erudite tours focussed on the 
Stone Age and then on the Romans 
in Britain. 
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By Teresa Baldwin 

This was an amazing, thought 
provoking show, set against a 
wonderful backdrop of pictures of 
‘ordinary’ women who had shared 
their stories.  Some of these women 
were asylum seekers in Doncaster.  
Everyone has a story to tell but the 
stories in this performance were the 
stories of some extra ordinary 
women, all from South Asian 
backgrounds.  It celebrated the 
strength of the women who 
attended workshops ran by Sajeela 
Kershi, writer and comedian, and 
shared their stories.  Sajeela turned 
the stories into very emotional 
monologues, delivered by celebrities, 
producing both tears and laughter.  
One of the stories was about 
domestic abuse and how the woman 
put up with it until her husband hit 
their daughter.  Another was about 
the conflict between mother and 
daughter; how the daughter had left 
home, and a long period of 
separation and silence ensued: she 
was now reading the letter from her 
mum which gave voice to her 
mother’s feelings.  The final one was 
an older lady speaking to a journalist 
about her life and culture.  The fact 
that some of these women were in 
the audience made their stories even 
more powerful, and it was a privilege 
to be a part of what could easily be a 
room in any one of our homes 
sharing our own personal stories.  

‘Here's to strong women, may we 

know them, may we be them, may 

we raise them' 

Southbank Centre’s Alchemy 

commissioned Sajeela Kershi to 

develop this new performance, 

working with participants to inspire 

its creation, in partnership with 

Alchemy national partners: Black 

Country Touring, CAST Doncaster 

and Oldham Coliseum Theatre, 

generously supported by Arts 

Council England.  It was performed 

at CAST on 3 June.            

         
TV review 

                   By Janet Erridge 

Anyone who watched the recently 
broadcast TV documentary ‘Who 
should we let in?’ presented by 
Ian Hislop, should have felt 
morally uplifted. 

In discussing such a divisive 
issue, the programme could have 
dwelt upon the more sombre 
aspects of racial hatred and 
rejection. Instead a light hearted 
approach meant that we were 
both amused and instructed. The 
witty use of graphics illustrated 
the open/closed door of policies 
over the years. We learned, for 
example, that until 1905, Britain 
had an open door attitude to all 
asylum seekers. This accounted 
for a large influx of Jews into 
London during the late 19th 
century. The paradox that settled 
immigrants often object to a new 
wave of immigration was 
highlighted. Two Asian friends, 
both retired psychiatrists, 
charmingly agreed to differ over 
their views on Brexit. The 
welcome for Belgian refugees at 
Folkestone during the First World 
War was depicted through a close 
inspection of a contemporary 
painting. (The same episode has 
recently been publicised by 
Doncaster Museum). 

 

 

Ian Hislop himself, adopting 
mischievous antics, conveyed the 
tradition of national tolerance. 
Only when he interviewed a 
female journalist, who propagated 
hatred akin to Nazism, was this 
sense of tolerant humour dimmed. 

We can take heart from such a 
positive investigation: the liberal 
views of many were represented 
here. 

 
Eid in the Park 
 

 
 
DCC were represented at 
Doncaster’s first ever ‘Eid in the 
Park’ held at Sandall Park on 1 
July. 
 
It was a well-attended family day 
out which turned into a vibrant 
multicultural celebration in the 
sunshine. 
 
DCC’s stall featured an invitation 
to record messages of welcome to 
refugees in Doncaster.  People 
could write on a ‘leaf’ which was 
then attached to a ‘tree’ which will 
form the basis for a new display.  
Good conversations ensued. 

 

Mother tongues from farther lands 
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Iftar under the stars 
  
By Faizaan Azmi 

 
Ramadan is a month in the lunar year 

where Muslims fast daily from dawn 

till dusk. It grants a sharpening of the 

spiritual senses via self discipline and 

a physical detox from food. It is also 

a time when Muslims some together, 

sharing, strengthening communities 

and giving charity. The ceremonial 

breaking of the fast when the sun 

sets is called iftar.  

We were delighted to receive an 

invite to ‘Iftar in the Park’, held at 

Squirrel Wood on the 3 June. It 

promised a great line up of events 

and activities, indoor and outdoor 

fun and of course prayer and iftar. 

Squirrel Wood is a scout campsite set 

in 70 acres of natural woodland. 

There has been a scouting presence 

there for over 70 years! It is set back 

from the village of Burghwallis, off a 

long single track road leading from 

the main village. It felt like we were 

entering a sanctuary as we walked 

into the main site, along a dirt track 

flanked by large trees. We were 

pleasantly surprised to find a hive of 

activity within this seemingly isolated 

place.  

The first thing we noticed was a large 

common area for prayer and eating, 

two activities which bring 

communities together. Following on 

from there was the main site, with 

activities everywhere you looked!  I 

personally tried my hand at archery, 

axe throwing and glass engraving. 

However there was far more than 

that on offer: bouldering, bouncy 

castles, henna tattoos, bake sale, 

calligraphy, weaselling, rifle shooting 

and much more. There was certainly 

something for everyone. Around 

each station was a buzz of 

excitement. Children eager to 

engage, and adults too, merrily 

joining in without feeling too old! 

The atmosphere was spirited yet well 

organised, the grounds being 

generous enough to comfortably 

balance all the commotion, providing 

quiet spaces for those who simply 

wanted to take in the beauty of the 

surroundings. Together, we filled the 

sweet woodland air with joy and 

laughter.  

While we were all free to engage in 

our disparate activities during the 

evening, it ended with a strong 

demonstration of solidarity, as the 

hundreds gathered at the communal 

ground for contemplation and a 

meal. This was punctuated by the 

presence of the civic mayor and a 

senior figure within the scouting 

association who shared a few words 

of positivity before we ate.  

Then followed the azaan – the call to 

prayer, followed by an almost 

instantaneous dampening of the 

hubbub. Yes, it was now time to eat, 

and the best compliment any chef 

can receive is silence – indicating the 

food is too delicious to waste 

precious time speaking! With our 

bellies full we decided to head back 

home, but the event at the woods 

continued. There was the 

opportunity to sit round a large camp 

fire with contented bellies, followed 

by the night prayer – the taraweeh. 

This communal prayer is a hallmark 

of Ramadan providing an intense 

nightly meditation on the Holy 

Qur’an. 

We were really impressed by the 

organisation of the event, the many 

activities spread over a large site all 

running seamlessly. It was great fun 

to try activities like axe throwing and 

archery – both of which were new 

experiences for me. We extend our 

hearty thanks to the organisers and 

sponsors for a wonderful family 

evening open to the entire Doncaster 

community in all its diversity.  

FORTHCOMING DATES 

04 July WW1 group 
remembering the Belgian 
refugees in Doncaster 100 years 
ago 

05 July City of Sanctuary 
National AGM in Reading  

08 July Canoeing on the canal 
in conjunction with Doncaster 
Kool Kayakers canoe club.  
Followed by barbeque at the 
home of Kevin and Sharman 
Jones in Barnby Dun. 

11 July Refugee and Migrant 
Forum, Sheffield Town Hall 2 – 
4pm 

13 July DCC invited to Jungle 
Book at CAST 5.30 

14 July Open evening in the 
new Welcome Centre 
established by City of Sanctuary 
Sheffield, in Chapel Walk. 
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Brief News Headlines 

1. Refugees Welcome Pledge 

Of the 872 candidates in the General 
Election who signed the ‘Refugees 
Welcome’ pledge, 115 have been 
elected to Parliament. 

2. Ireland 

The Irish Supreme Court has found 
that the ban on asylum seekers 
looking for work is "in principle" 
unconstitutional.  A seven-judge court 
unanimously found in favour of a 
Burmese man, who spent eight years 
in direct provision and challenged the 
legal ban preventing him from 
working.  But the court also adjourned 
the matter for six months to allow the 
legislature to consider how to address 
the situation. 

The decision could have significant 
implications for other asylum seekers. 

Mr Justice Donal O'Donnell, giving 
the court's ruling, said the State could 
legitimately have a policy of 
restricting employment of asylum 
seekers.  However, he said the 
Refugee Act did not just severely limit 
their right to work but removed it 
altogether.  He said that if there was 
no time limit for processing an 
application for asylum, that could 
amount to an absolute prohibition on 
employment, no matter how long a 
person was within the system.  Mr 
Justice O'Donnell said the point had 
been reached when it could not be 
said that the legitimate differences 
between an asylum seeker and a 
citizen could continue to justify the 
exclusion of an asylum seeker from 
the possibility of employment.  He 
said the damage to the individual's 
self-worth and sense of themselves 
was exactly the damage that the 
constitutional right to seek 
employment sought to guard against. 

The judge said the man's evidence of 
the depression, frustration and lack of 
self-belief due to not being able to 
work bore this out. The man was in 
the asylum system for eight years 
before getting refugee status. 

 

3. Watching the Mediterranean  

WatchTheMed co-founders Charles 
Heller and Lorenzo Pezzani have 
published a new report on the 
criminalization of SAR-rescue 
operations. 
> https://blamingtherescuers.org/ 
 
"Aiming to deter migrants from 
crossing the Mediterranean, the EU 
and its member states pulled back 
from rescue at sea at the end of 
2014, leading to record numbers of 
deaths.  

Non-governmental organisations 
(NGOs) were forced to deploy their 
own rescue missions in a desperate 
attempt to fill this gap and reduce 
casualties. Today, NGOs are under 
attack, wrongly accused of ‘colluding 
with smugglers’, ‘constituting a pull-
factor’ and ultimately endangering 
migrants. 

This report refutes these accusations 
through empirical analysis. It is 
written to avert a looming 
catastrophe: if NGOs are forced to 
stop or reduce their operations, many 
more lives will be lost to the 
sea." 

4. South Sudan 

As of 7 June the total number of 
South Sudanese refugees in Uganda 
is over 955,000 - 280,000 in 2017 
alone.  

Food availability and access is 
already strained, with cuts to South 
Sudanese refugee rations in May. An 
increasing influx of refugees will 
impact food security in refugee 
camps and will limit livelihoods and 
self-reliance of refugees.   

Water access is a key issue, with 
water trucking providing water for 
most South Sudanese refugees. 
Overcrowding means infrastructure is 
inadequate for the large refugee 
population.  

Health services are strained, and with 
poor infrastructure coverage, there is 
a high risk of disease outbreaks.   
  

Humanitarian response funding is 
low, limiting response capabilities. 

The map shows the location of South 
Sudanese refugees in Uganda. 

 

 

R E A L L Y E N G L I S H  -  

O N L I N E  L E A R N I N G  

RefuAid and Reallyenglish are 

pleased to offer a brilliant online 

learning programme to practice 

English skills, the programme is 

open to all students seeking 

asylum in the UK, whether it has 
been granted or not.  

 

The Reallyenglish Practical 

English course is aimed at 

building core English skills. It 

offers 350 individualised lessons, 

each an hour long, focused on 

grammar, reading and listening, 

as well as individual feedback 
and progress monitoring.   

Go to http://refuaid.org/language 

https://blamingtherescuers.org/
http://refuaid.org/language
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The role of the 
Meeting House in 
preventing isolation of 
asylum seekers and 
refugees 

By Rezgar Mozagveisi 
 

 
 

Life in exile has usually painful 

aftermath for asylum seekers and 

their families.  The experience of 

exile or forced abandonment of their 

homeland can be considered as a 

kind of perpetual lack and sorrow 

which its impacts could be remained 

on the individuals, families and 

communities sacrificed to the end of 

their lives and generation to 

generation.  For the refugee person 

or the one who forcefully abandon 

his/her homeland, abandon all those 

things which have emotional, social, 

cultural and spiritual values, and is 

rarely a kind of free choice and this 

problem makes the experience of 

exile full of damage.  Most refugees 

are faced a deep emotional lack ie 

losing all those palpable and real 

things such as personal properties 

like home, occupation, job, social 

identity, language, family members 

or other significant relations and 

losing those things which are less 

palpable and less visible and more 

subjective and internal, like losing 

confidence, trust in others, personal 

identity and sense of respect to 

oneself.  

This is a natural matter in exile, 

which individuals, refugees, lose 

those social, mental resources which 

they had in their homeland and this 

issue can lead to depression, social 

isolation and lack of confidence in 

refugees.  Another problem which 

the refugees face in exile is becoming 

far from their family and friends, and 

that may be followed by depression 

and anxiety. 

Cultural difference and being 

unfamiliar with the destination 

language is another factor of social 

isolation that the asylum seeker is 

affected by.  Unfamiliarity with the 

language of that country decreases 

the confidence of the asylum seeker.  

The next matter which the refugee is 

faced is culture shock, which could 

lead to fear and sense of losing the 

identity inside the person.  This may 

occur more in large families because 

some concerns about the children, 

such as wearing clothes, making 

friends, becoming independent etc 

increases the stress and 

psychological pressure among the 

family members. 

The Meeting House as the only 

centre which gathers the refugees 

around itself could have an 

important role in overcoming the 

isolation of the asylum seekers and 

make them familiar with the culture 

and the new cultural environment 

they live in. 

The Meeting House as charity 

foundation helps the refugees in 

resolving their problems and also 

attempts to help in case of financial 

problems and to do with their 

bureaucratic affairs.  With the 

extension of their roles and tasks, 

those centres can have more 

important and influential roles in 

overcoming isolation and raise the 

psychological health of the refugees 

by using the following approaches 

and methods: 

 The extension of the 

activities of those centres to 

most of the weekdays 

 Holding educational classes 

for learning English language 

 Holding classes about the 

customs and culture of 

England 

 Holding recreational sports 

programmes and visiting 

historical, cultural 

monuments 

 Using psychological experts 

and holding psychological 

health classes and giving the 

asylum seekers psychological 

consultations 

 

Rezgar arrived in Doncaster in May 

2017 from Iranian Kurdistan 

 

Thanks to… 

Ruth Hayman Trust 

The volunteer ESOL tutors in the 

Doncaster Conversation Club want to 

say a massive thank you to The Ruth 

Hayman Trust on behalf of our 

learners, for their ongoing financial 

support in giving grants to our 

learners.  These are enabling 

individuals to attend Doncaster 

College or other registered 

establishments to continue their 

journey into English studies. Other 

learners, more experienced in their 

English skills, are also being enabled 

to access the IELTS levels of study to 

access University.  

Their links with Doncaster 

Conversation Club are very much 

valued. 
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Based at the 

 
Quaker Meeting House 

Off St James St 

 Doncaster DN1 3RH 

 To receive a copy of this newsletter by email, send a message to 
Paulfitzp@aol.com 

Please send your contributions and suggestions to the same address. 

Doncaster Conversation Club is one of many Conversation Clubs  across 
the country which offer opportunities for local people and people who 
have come to live in the UK to join together to share friendship, while 
offering support and practical help. 

 

The Club seeks to create a relaxed, friendly and supportive environment,  
and works on the principles  of 

Ownership – everyone can get involved 

Impartiality – it is not affiliated to any political or religious body 

Confidentiality – what you say is private 

Respect – for each other’s differences and individuality. 

 

The Club is pleased to acknowledge the support of Doncaster 
Society of Friends (Quakers), The Red Cross, The Refugee Council, 
Migrant Help, The Foyle Foundation, DIAL Doncaster, The 
Doncaster Clinical Commissioning Group, St Leger Homes, Club 
Doncaster Foundation, M25, Riverside Housing, DARTS, CAST, 
Fareshare, The Ruth Hayman Trust and Doncaster Minster. 

                            
The Doncaster Conversation Club is run entirely by volunteers with the 
support of occasional grants for specific activities, currently from the Foyle 
Foundation, the Allen Lane Foundation, and the Wharfedale Trust 

 

 
The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual 
contributors. 

Paul FitzPatrick 
Doncaster Conversation Club 
Doncaster 

South Yorkshire   

Registered Charity number 1159775 
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