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To live my life 
I risk my life. 
To live my life 
I leave life. 
To live my life 
I leave my love. 
 
I am person 
Full of love. 
I am here 
My loves are there. 
There is love. 
 
I am lie down. 
They lie me down 
Like animal. Rape. 
Cold like robot.  
No love. 
 
Men bring me 
Beat me. 
Hot water burn me. 
Scars. 
No love touch. 

 
No eating 
No drink 
No bed 
No human 
No love. 
 
I am here now. 
Safe? 
But they are there 
Still. Still 
Far away love. 
 
Here I dream fear 
Here I remember, 
Mind shackled 
Alone, different. 
No one love 
 
Here safe 
But emptiness 
But missing 
But longing 
For love 
 

 

           Day out in Bridlington 

Page 4 

 

                Ceilidh at St James 

Page 5 

Litany 
By Denise  
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Don’t let anyone tell you that the 
camp is no longer there in Calais! 
And please don’t let anyone tell you 
that, although it is still there, its 
residents have plenty; more than 
they need; so much that aid is being 
turned away. Having just returned 
from my latest visit, during which I 
scrabbled in the dwindling stores of 
sleeping bags and blankets to 
attempt to find the items needed for 
welcome packs for new arrivals, I can 
tell you, over 7000 people are still 
stuck in Calais, and it is a struggle 
every day to provide what they need. 
More men, women and children 
arrive each day and daily the 
volunteers attempt to return to 
these people their dignity by 
ensuring that all items given are of 
the best quality, and are given with 
respect and love. 

But evictions are imminent again, 

perhaps as soon as Wednesday 17th 

August. Food has been seized from 

many of the restaurants and shops 

on the camps that offered a glimmer 

of everyday life to the residents. 

Spirits are flagging. The medical 

teams tell of frequent cases of self-

harm, and those carrying out the 

most recent census of the camp 

share tales of feelings of futility; why 

ask us what we want, how many of 

us are here, and how things can be 

improved when eviction lurks around 

the corner? The volunteers know 

only too well that empty promises 

and false hope help no one. 

And yet, each day on camp and in 

the warehouse, we find ourselves 

surrounded by smiles, determination 

and resilience. Giving up is not an 

option. 

I was fortunate enough to spend 

time in one of the camp schools this 

week.  Perhaps the children are not 

all ready to learn in a way we might 

expect in a school, but they are given 

time and space to simply be children.  

To see them bouncing and giggling 

on the trampoline together gives 

hope for this generation who have 

had their childhoods snatched away. 

And then you catch a glimpse of the 

anger in the eyes that should be 

filled with mischief, or gently guide a 

child away from throwing everything 

he can lay his hands on at his friend 

for the crime of touching him at the 

wrong moment, and you know that 

this journey is only just beginning.  

The love and respect these children 

receive from the people who teach 

and care for them each day is second 

to none. It does not end in the 

classroom either. The final day that I 

helped in the school, we walked the 

children back to their homes with 

their bikes, and then helped out as 

the teacher became a food 

distributer, gas bottle deliverer, a 

worker of miracles. I took 

instructions to deliver food parcels of 

fresh fruit and vegetables to various 

caravans in the family area, and 

watched as this amazing man 

delivered in turn the things that each 

family needed, respectfully and with 

the greatest of dignity. 

I am in awe of the long term 

volunteers in Calais who, between 

them, offer daily strength and 

stability for the residents of the camp 

in catering for their physical and 

psychological needs. Through the 

work of the schools, the Women and 

Children’s centre, the mobile 

distribution teams and many more, 

residents can begin to see 

themselves again as children, women 

and men first, rather than just 

refugees.  

Please continue to help and support 

our friends. You can donate through 

me, via my paypal link – 

www.paypal.me/catherineford  or 

direct to the kitchens in Calais who 

feed about 7000 every day - 

https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraiser

s/calaiskitchens . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calais revisited 
                          By Catherine Ford 

 

By Brigitte McCready 
 

 

Sanctuary 

 

Every day I sleep, 

Every day I wake, 

I don’t know when I will be out. 

I am in limbo… 

It is not easy. 

 

You wake up, you don’t know. 

You go to sleep, you don’t know. 

 

3 years 9 months – I wait. 

No idea which day I will put my feet outside. 

It was a stress. 

No, it was much more than stress. 

Some ask: is sanctuary a prison? 

The criminal knows what day he gets out. 

I do not know. 

I make no crime. 

 

    Abdelkader Belaouni  

    in Sanctuary City by J Bagelman 

 

 

http://www.paypal.me/catherineford
https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/calaiskitchens
https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/calaiskitchens
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FORTHCOMING DATES 

03 September Right to 
Remain’s Annual Gathering in 
Manchester 

03-04 September 
DNweekeND: A town centre 
festival of arts and 
performance with fun and free 
things to do for everyone.  
Visit the Market Place, the 
Mansion House and the 
Waterdale Shopping Centre 

10 September A Welcome 
Summit organised by Citizens 
UK 11.00 - 16.00 - The Saffron 
Centre, Birmingham, B12 
OBS.  Aims - to celebrate 
what’s been achieved in the 
year since the picture of Aylan 
Kurdi; to share best practice 
from across the country, take 
stock and plan. 

14 September Insight into 
Syrian culture 9.15 – 12.15  
The Circle, Rockingham Lane, 
Sheffield, S1 4FW 

14 September Evidence 

gathering session about 
refugee experience 6-8.30pm, 
Quaker Meeting House, St 
James’ St, Sheffield S1 2EW, 
to prepare a group submission 
to the APPG on Refugees 
enquiry on the experiences of 
new refugees in the UK 

17 September DCC Walk in 
Hathersage 

17 September Refugees 
Welcome: March in London 

19 September Summit for 
Refugees and Migrants at the 
UN in New York 

21 September Tanja at CAST 
‘Tanja’ is an impassioned call 
to arms, a play and a 
campaign, blending spoken 
word, drama, dance, puppetry, 
live music, sign language and 
verbatim theatre.  It stars 
former Yarl’s Wood detainee 
Emily Ntshangase-Wood, a 
long standing volunteer with 
City of Sanctuary.  Trailer link 
https://vimeo.com/176805247 

 

28. Coming from Egypt 

 I had plenty of jobs on my country - 

Egypt. Some job in tourist hotels, 

some job in security, petrol company 

- BP.  Is like agency job. 

My family very hard - all very hard 

communication. They have rules and 

very hard. I cannot take my freedom.  

I left Egypt because I have problem 

with my family.  I cannot speak of 

this. 

I am depressed and go to doctor. 

Give me medicine. 

Very, very hard to get here. 

First time because language and 

culture, First years very hard to 

understand. Taken hard time. Now 

50% understand some culture and 

language. Before I needed someone 

to translate. 

Now I can apply job centre.  I can 

learn culture and language and need 

to talk to people. I want to learn 

rules, what is normal is strange for 

me.  Need to learn because lots of 

problem happen for people who 

come this country. 

I am on line every day to see what 

happen in the world.  I want make 

best life. It is very stress because 

things happen with refugee.  

If I can do something here good, I do. 

If I get good job, I help - not just 

people from my colour country. I 

need make like active and share in 

society, but now depression and just 

waiting. 

 

29. Coming from Eritrea 

My father job is protestant pastor. 

Six year old, my father taken. Dead. 

Eritrea. 

After, me and mother go to Ethiopia. 

We stay in Ethiopia 14 years. Mother 

no work, but wash other people’s 

clothes or no money. 

After, me no student 14 years 

because no ID. After my mother’s 

brother and me to Sudan. Mother’s 

brother forged passport for me then 

direct plane to Paris. After to Calais. 

Calais hard. Jungle. Very bad. After 

truck, maybe 20 people to England. 

My mother still in Sudan. Work in 

shop. I miss her. 

 

  

 

A moment of relaxation 

Thank you… 

to St Paul’s Church, Cantley, and to 
Gainsborough Quakers for their 
recent donations.  Any money 
received is used to support asylum 
seekers.  

 

 

Crossing Europe, reaching Doncaster 
 
 

https://vimeo.com/176805247
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A visit to Bridlington 

The wind in Bridlington was really 
strong – but at least it was warm and 
we had no hail or rain! A lot of folk 
paddled – and 3 went for total 
immersion!  The visit involved 70 
asylum seekers/refugees and 8 
volunteers – with 17 children in the 
group. We hired a coach and took a 
minibus too.  The sun would have 
been nice – and it did come out in the 
end. 

 

By Justin Mapongo 

I got to the Meeting House at 9 am.  
Most of the people where there and 
some had boarded the coach. We set 
off on our journey around 10am.  
There where loads of families from 
many different nationalities, they were 
all in high spirits but the weather tried 
to dampen their excitement.  We 
arrived at Bridlington around 11.30.  
On arrival the weather was still not 
letting off by keeping the sun behind 
the clouds, but that didn’t stop some 
of the families putting their towels 
down and setting up their picnic sites. 
Others went on their own way most 
likely to find shelter and keep out of 
the wind.  

Those who stayed on the beach bore 
the brunt of the seemingly like gale 
force winds.  Some women and all 
children went in for a little swim/dip in 
the sea and it seems as they all 
enjoyed it by the looks on their faces.  
We spent a few hours on the beach 
with families getting to know each 
other.  As we were departing the 
beach, the clouds let up and the sun 
came out with a vengeance, to reveal  

 

a beautiful harbour.  As we walked 
around the harbour we got to see 
some nice boats as the tide was out.  
It seemed as if they were all 
shipwrecked and sinking into the 
sand. While walking around, we met 
some nice people and some of them 
were very considerate.  It made me 
feel I wanted to visit every summer.  

 

 

 

‘Today’s outing was very interesting. 
We had a great time together. The 
food everytime was great. But the 
wind was little bit difficult. For another 
time if it is sunny day it will be very 
great.’  

‘Very good day. I’m very happy . 
Everything was good. I liked the smell 
of the sea. It was a bit windy and cold 
but loads of people went swimming. 
Today was great day.’ 

‘I’m very happy . It’s fantastic 
promenade. This day enjoying me 
and my daughter. Food good.’ 

‘I had a lot of fun. Me and my 
brothers made sand castles. We also 
took lots of pictures and we stood in 
the sea. We had a great time.’ 

‘Everything was really interesting. I 
spent a wonderful time with some 
people that I knew already and 
others.’ 

 

‘To walk in your shoes’ 

‘TO WALK IN YOUR SHOES’ is a 
verbatim play created by RedBobble 
Theatre Company in a new version 
written by Rebekah Harrison and 
directed by Martha Simon, and 
featuring a documentary photography 
exhibition by Rachael Munro-Fawcett. 
It was performed at St James’s 
Church Hall on August 16.  

 

The sparse set 

This is a walk which takes us 
through an album of snapshots, 
giving broad, empathic insights. 
We are submerged in the feelings, 
the losses, the terrors and 
brutalities which lead people to 
risk their lives in order to save 
them. And then onto the harsh 
realities of the asylum process- a 
continuing of uncertainty, while 
carrying the nightmares of the 
recent past through their nights 
and days.  
 
The title of the piece could have 
been ‘To Speak with your Voice or 
To Look Through Your Eyes. 
 
No matter how many stories one 
has heard, how many tears 
shared, the impact of this 
collection of snapshots, 
conversations, is huge. They 
reach our shared humanity; they 
take us to the heart of the matter. 
It is an accessible walk to a 
message which deserves- no, 
needs- to be widely heard and 
seen. It gives voice to the 
voiceless whose voices deserve 
to be heard. We share the same 
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world. Their voices are our voices. 
Our voices are their voices. 
 
Thank you, RedBobble. 
 

Dancing Day 

Thanks to Kate, Peter and Dave, the three 
musicians who gave up their time and 
used their skills as a contribution to 
helping asylum seekers and refugees. 

The ceilidh took place in St James’ Church 
Hall. 

 

Best Day Ever 

I would like to make discussion about our 
situation. We are refugees. We cross 
Mediterranean and Atlantic ocean until 
we came to this continent. 

It is hard to be asylum seeker, but people 
like you give us good, fun time to 
discover the community and traditional 
English dancing. 

We came on Monday and I think this my 
best day ever in UK because dancing and 
discovering. I laughed when I see people 
make something wrong and everybody 
laugh. Also I like the organising - the 
music and the dancing together. 

I think this dancing lead you to discover 
community from inside because life not 
just reading and writing and lecture. I like 
the differences between cultures I read a 
lot of books like the Heart of Darkness by 
Joseph Conrad. 

It was my best day. M.S. 

 

What people enjoyed about the day 

Absolutely it’s interesting days and 
enjoyable so much for this day. Thank 
you for all who arrange like this day. It’s 
emotionally feeling. Thank you. 

Wonderful event. So many happy and 
smiling faces and exercise to boo. 
Everyone had fun – a really good 
integration afternoon. 

It was something great, like 2 hours in 
another world. Enjoying and having fun. 
Thank you all that planned this event. 

I am very happy. Thanks very much. 

 

 

   

Riverside Housing 
Doncaster by Zahra Shah      

Riverside care and support operate a 
number of different schemes in 
Doncaster catering for a wide variety 
of vulnerable adults.  

The outreach team work hard to 
engage with rough sleepers. They 
offer hot drinks to those on the streets 
and build up professional relationships 
with an aim to get them off the streets 
and into more stable accommodation. 
This may be an emergency bed, 
hostel accommodation, council 
housing, other social housing or 
private rented. Outreach also run an 
advice drop in everyday 10am-11am 
at Wharf House.   

Riverside have 2 homeless hostels in 
Doncaster these are Wharf House and 
Open House Plus. Wharf House is 30 
bedroom hostel it’s a combination of 
Direct Access and Second Stage 
accommodation. Direct access 
accommodation is the main point of 
access to Wharf House and is for 
customers with higher support needs, 
this may be due to them coming off the 
streets, active drug or alcohol misuse 
problems, having no benefits in place 
or low living skills. Direct Access 
accommodation includes 3 meals a 
day and all customers are allocated a 
support worker who will help set 
realistic goals. Second stage 
accommodation is for customers who 
have low support needs. They will 
have a shared kitchen where they are 
expected to make their own meals. 
Their support worker will continue to 
work with them with a view to move 
them out into their own long term 
accommodation.  

Open House Plus consists of 26 
second stage bedrooms: it is therefore 
more ideal for customers with low 
support needs. Referrals for this 
scheme are 100% from Doncaster 
council or through Kaley Parsons.  

Once customers move out of the 
supported hostel accommodation they 
will be referred to Tenancy Support 
where a support worker will support 
them with tenancy issues such as 
understanding and paying bills and 
maintaining a tenancy.  

Riverside welcome volunteers for all of 
the above services, volunteers bring 
new ideas and perspective to the 
team. In particular Riverside are 
looking for volunteer interpreters to 
offer a complete package to those 
whose first language is not English.  
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Brief News Headlines 

1. APPG inquiry on social 

integration of refugees 
 
The All Party Parliamentary Group for 
Social Integration has launched an 
inquiry into how reform of the 
immigration system can put migrant 
integration at its heart. Written 
evidence must be submitted by 9 
September (maximum of 2,500 
words). For full details see: 
http://www.socialintegrationappg.org.uk/call
-for-evidence-100816 

 

2. APPG on Refugees has 
launched an inquiry into the 
experiences of new refugees in the 
UK.  

The inquiry will consider the 
experiences of refugees who have 
claimed asylum in the UK, as well as 
those of refugees who have arrived in 
the UK through other paths, such as 
resettlement. In particular, the inquiry 
will focus on the integration of new 
refugees, including success in finding 
employment, securing 
accommodation and, where 
appropriate, help with English 
language skills. 

 

3. Olympic success 

The refugee team at the Olympic 
opening ceremony in Rio. 

 

Feyisa Lilesa's decision to cross his 
arms in protest at the oppression of 
his Oromo people was an astonishing 
act of bravery. 

It reminded us of how the Olympics 
have previously been used to register 
resistance, including the 1968 black 
power salutes by US athletes. 

Feyisa's courage could cost him 
dearly when he goes home and we 
will all need to watch what happens. 

4. Arms sales to Saudi 

Since the Yemen conflict began, the 
UK government has approved sales 
of over £3 billion worth of weapons to 
Saudi Arabia. These UK-made arms 
have been central to the devastating 
Saudi assaults on the people 
of Yemen. 

5. Unlocking Detention 2016 

Every year for the past three years, 
Right to Remain has helped to run an 
innovative and participatory social 
media project that raises awareness 
of immigration detention in the UK – 
it’s called Unlocking Detention 
(http://unlocked.org.uk/) (or 
“Unlocked” for short). 

Unlocking Detention is a ‘virtual tour’ 
of the UK’s immigration detention 
estate – and of the impact of 
detention on communities across the 
UK. Each week, we ‘visit’ another of 
the UK’s detention centres and we 
hear from people who have been 
detained there (and who still are), 
volunteer visitors to that centre, 
NGOs and campaigners who are 
involved with challenging immigration 
detention, and the families, friends, 
neighbours and communities over 
whom detention casts its long 
shadows. The tour runs from 10 
October to 18 December 2016. 

6. Statistics on asylum 

In the second quarter of 2016, there 
were 7,810 asylum applications to the 
UK, compared with 8,228 in Q1  
 
Decisions:  
There were 6,185 initial decisions in 
Q2, of which 29% were grants of 

asylum (1,794) and 1% were grants 
of Humanitarian 
Protection/Discretionary Leave to 
Remain (49). This compares with 
6,644 initial decisions in Q1, of which 
30% were grants of asylum (1,963) 
and 1% were grants of HP/DL (52). 
 
Pending cases 
There were 20,361 cases pending 
initial decision at the end of Q2 (of 
which 6,637 were over 6 months old). 
This compares with 19,128 cases 
pending initial decision at the end of 
Q1 (of which 5,059 were over 6 
months old). 
 
Appeals 
In Q2, 3,123 appeals were received 
and 2,936 were determined, 46% 
were allowed (1,359). 
In Q1, 2,960 appeals were received 
and 1,974 were determined, 43% 
were allowed (840). 
 
Asylum Support  
At the end of Q2, 37,030 asylum 
seekers were supported (2,663 
subsistence only, 34,367 dispersed 
accommodation), compared with 
35,683 who were supported (2,748 
subsistence only, 32,935 dispersed 
acc.) in Q1.  
At the end of Q2, 2,419 were 
receiving S4 support, compared with 
2,366 at the end of Q1. 

 

 

 

http://www.socialintegrationappg.org.uk/call-for-evidence-100816
http://www.socialintegrationappg.org.uk/call-for-evidence-100816
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Doncaster Minster 
Literacy Project       
by Kath Brooks      

We are pleased to announce that the Literacy Project was 
entered in a national competition, sponsored by 
Ecclesiastical Insurance, which aims to uncover top 
community initiatives run by churches.  The competition 
was reported in the Free Press (21 July) and Ecclesiastical 
Insurance commented: 

'Doncaster Minster has put this imaginative project 
forward for our competition. It is precisely initiatives like 
these we were hoping to discover-projects that clearly 
demonstrate the value churches add to our society and 
deserve to be recognised and  supported.' 

So, we await the results in November and have our fingers 
crossed for the first prize of £10,000, but would be quite 
happy to achieve a £2,000 runners up prize! 

A fundraising event was held in May which enabled us to 
buy an excellent free standing whiteboard; two updated 
Arabic/English dictionaries and a selection of books at 
various reading levels.  

We know that we have made progress when our regular 
learners are able to be more specific in discussing their 
needs.  Unfortunately we don't have the time or human 
resources to carry out individual assessments so 
measuring progress is informal.  However, I have found 
that an hour and a half of letter formation, phonics, 
reading/ writing activities, and stories and songs works 
well.  A playscript reading of 'Jack and the Beanstalk' and 
community singing 'Yellow Submarine' and 'The 
Hippopotamus Song' have all been popular. 

We had our first steering group meeting in June and have 
made a start on formalising procedures for supporting 
both learners and volunteers.  

During August we spent time reviewing and planning for 
September.  One of the aims is to be able to offer guided 
reading/writing sessions to small groups. We hope that 
the Library Service will be attending a session to explain 
about the provision for supporting reading in the Central 
Library. 

After our break in August we look forward to welcoming 
everyone to our opening session on Wednesday 7 
September. 

 

 

A story by Dahabo Salaad 

[Dahabo has just completed Year 6 at Longtoft Primary 

School] 

Dahabo is addicted to football. She will watch every match 

in the Premier League. One day she had a call from her 

teacher asking to come to the office late at night to sort 

some problems. She couldn't watch her favourite match 

which was Liverpool vs Barcelona. But still she went to the 

office trying to help her teacher. When she came back 

home the match was already over. She didn't went to see 

the result. Luckily her brother (Abdinasir) had made a 

recording of that match. It really made her much happy. 

After that, she was hungry. She decided to go to the shop 

to buy a bread. She realised that it was very cloudy. She 

thought, “The shop is only near so I can go without the 

umbrella”. She quickly ran as possible as she could. On her 

way back it starts to rain. Now the bread is wet. She 

thought it would have been better if she had taken her 

umbrella so that the bread wouldn't got wet. She couldn't 

eat it so she bit it.  She had to go back and buy another 

bread. Now this time she had to make sure nothing will get 

wet. 
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Quaker Meeting House 
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 Doncaster DN1 3RH 

 To receive a copy of this newsletter by email, send a message to 
Paulfitzp@aol.com 

Please send your contributions and suggestions to the same address. 

Doncaster Conversation Club is part of a national structure of 
Conversation Clubs  which offer opportunities for local people and people 
who have come to live in the UK to join together to share friendship, while 
offering support and practical help. 

 

The Club seeks to create a relaxed, friendly and supportive environment,  
and works on the principles  of 

Ownership – everyone can get involved 

Impartiality – it is not affiliated to any political or religious body 

Confidentiality – what you say is private 

Respect – for each other’s differences and individuality. 

 

The Club is pleased to acknowledge the support of Doncaster 
Society of Friends (Quakers), The Red Cross, The Refugee Council, 
Migrant Help, The Foyle Foundation, DIAL Doncaster, The 
Doncaster Clinical Commissioning Group, St Leger Homes, Club 
Doncaster Foundation, M25, Riverside Housing, DARTS, CAST, 
Fareshare and Doncaster Minster. 

                            
The Doncaster Conversation Club is run entirely by volunteers with the 
support of occasional grants for specific activities, currently from the Foyle 
Foundation, the Allen Lane Foundation, and the Wharfedale Trust 

 

 
The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual 
contributors. 

Paul FitzPatrick 
Doncaster Conversation Club 
Doncaster 

South Yorkshire   

Registered Charity number 1159775 
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