
Kilrane NS

Schools of Sanctuary



Making Our Pledge
The first thing we did, as a school, was make our pledge that we would work together to become a school of sanctuary. 

We learned what it meant to be a School of Sanctuary. Every pupil and staff member signed the pledge. The school 

Principal signed the pledge to show the support of the process from the top of the management of the school also.



Forming Our Committee
Each class voted on a representative to join the Schools of Sanctuary Committee. This committee meets regularly to 

make plans which are then passed on to their classes to be implemented.



Learning Activities

• The School of Sanctuary website provided us with many videos of case 

studies and examples of families around the world who became asylum 

seekers or refugees. These age-appropriate videos helped the children 

understand why we want to become a School of Sanctuary.



We are constantly 
learning!

• Walking around the halls of 
Kilrane NS it is clear to see 
that the learning did not stop 
there. We have learned about 
many different countries and 
regions of the world and 
embraced festivals from 
various locations around the 
world.



New Globes
A set of globes were purchased so each class had a globe to allow them to learn about the locations of the many 

countries represented by the children and staff of our school. 



Celebrating Chinese New Year
The children in our school learned all about Chinese New Year. 

Some classes carried out art work to celebrate the Year of the Tiger.



European Week

•European week is another great opportunity in 

our school for the children to learn about 

different cultures. We were delighted to see the 

return of the celebrations this year after a two-

year absence due to Covid.



Down Syndrome

Awareness Day

•Another big day in our calendar is Down 

Syndrome Awareness day. The pupils of 

Kilrane show that everyone is unique in 

their own way by wearing odd socks! Here 

is a link to a video that was created and 

shared on our school Facebook 

page https://www.facebook.com/watch/?

v=535666401248397

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=535666401248397


Autism Awareness Day

•Autism Awareness Day was another super celebration in the 

school. The children dress up in blue to help promote awareness of 

Autism. We are very proud in Kilrane to have three ASD classes. 

Here is a link to a video we created and shared to our school 

Facebook 

page https://www.facebook.com/1539665549643314/videos/5217

47946009950

https://www.facebook.com/1539665549643314/videos/521747946009950


School Action Plan

The committee brainstormed an action plan and the teachers worked together to put the plan together as 

part of the School's Development Plan. This plan was not only about becoming a recognised School of 

Sanctuary, but about developing a sustainable culture of welcome in the school going forward. The message 

was clear from the committee: This is only the beginning.



Poster Competition
The committee decided to run a School of Sanctuary poster competition to help raise awareness of the initiative. Every child entered a 

poster which showed what they thought it meant to be a School of Sanctuary. Prizes were given to a child from each class and the

posters were displayed around the school. This was one of our first big action initiatives after the children had begun to learn about 

what it means to be a School of Sanctuary.



Whole School Art Project – Accept Me As I Am
We carried out an art project which included hand prints from every child in the school, from junior infants up to 6th class. Each class 

was designated a colour for their hand prints and the committee worked hard to put the prints together. Every new-comer to the school 

gets to add their hand-print to the wall as a symbolic gesture that they are welcome and an important part of the community.



‘Live Together, Learn Together.’
The committee carried out a survey on where all pupils and staff of the school were born. They displayed the results at the entry to our 

school. In September 2021 we had a total of 16 nationalities in our school. As of May 2022 we now have 19 nationalities in our school!



A Special Visit
The Schools of Sanctuary committee was delighted to welcome Tiffy Allen (National Coordinator) to our school. We shared pictures on 

the school Facebook page to share the news with the parents and community. The Facebook page is a great way of highlighting the 

activities carried out by the school to help to support and include everyone. Now that our portfolio is completed we will be also adding 

it to our school website.



Zoom Calls
The committee were delighted to be invited to join some Zoom calls where they learned much more about Schools of Sanctuary and the 

different journeys children all around the world make before they arrive in our schools. The teachers also took part in numerous Zoom 

calls involving many other schools. These meetings were a great way of sharing ideas, resources, ideas and achievements and were of 

huge benefit to us.



Welcome Packs
The committee had the idea of creating welcome packs for each class so that if a new child was to start, they would be given a welcome 

pack on their first day. Contents of the packs include a map of the school, pictures of their teacher and principal and even some 

stationary. Each class worked together to create their own welcome packs. 



Meeting Our Twinning Partner 
We organized a Zoom call with our designated twinning partner school, Killowen Primary School. In this meeting we shared ideas and 

discussed what we have done so far. We received many ideas and sample resources which we were able to put to use in our own school.



Direct Provision Centre

• We are very lucky to have a Direct Provision Centre less than a kilometre from our school. This centre opened in 

2020 and several children who are staying in the centre attend our school. The school has also employed numerous 

other occupants of the direct provision accommodation during this time. Abdul, who is employed as a cleaner in 

our school is from Afghanistan and his flag is proudly represented on our nationalities board.



Ukrainian Base Class (March 
2022)

• Our school has welcomed in new pupils from 

Ukraine. As there are quite a few we decided to 

set up a base classroom which the pupils can go 

to and from during the day. This is helping with 

the transition to their new school. 



Welcoming Our New Pupils

• The teachers and pupils put up some new displays to help our new pupils 

with some important everyday words and there were welcome displays put 

up also. Recently, each class in the school received an Alexa device. One of 

the main uses for these devices in our school is to translate languages for 

children whose first language may not be English.



Welcoming Committee

We formed a Welcoming Committee made up of children from the classes of the new pupils. They 

wait at the entrance to the school each morning to welcome their new friends in and bring them to 

their class.


