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City of Sanctuary Charter 
Vision - ‘The UK will be a welcoming place of safety for all and 

proud to offer sanctuary to people fleeing violence and 
persecution’

City of Sanctuary UK >  City of Sanctuary network  > Movement
                                   



UK Network
•  115+ local City of Sanctuary  
groups across the UK 

•  These include towns, cities, 
villages, boroughs and 
communities of sanctuary

•  Streams of Sanctuary - 
Schools, Universities, 
Libraries, Theatres etc of 
Sanctuary 





Network Principles 

• Culture of welcome for all

• Relationships of friendship and solidarity

• Working in partnership

• Turning empathy into action

• Engage people seeking sanctuary in decision-making at all levels 



Our Theory of Change



Local Authority Network 
Aims 
�To support the development of a network of local 

authorities that are working towards the City of 
Sanctuary vision 

�To promote the embedding of a culture and 
practice of welcome in Local Authorities to support 
the City of Sanctuary theory of change 



Objectives

• Recognise Local Authorities which are meeting certain 
standards through the ‘Council of Sanctuary’ Award process

• Facilitate engagement and awareness with local authorities

• Support the City of Sanctuary UK staff team to develop the 
network and support groups to engage with their local 
authorities



 Objectives

• Enable and empower people seeking sanctuary to lead at all 
levels of the network

• To act as a conduit between other relevant UK and international 
networks and initiatives 

• To act as a coordinated network of local authorities that are 
demonstrating best practice and who work together to identify 
national policy issues



    Membership of the Network
T Two types of membership:-
 

•  Awarded member – Local Authority has gone through the award 
appraisal process and gained ‘Council of Sanctuary’ recognition

• Non-awarded member – Local Authority has signed up to vision 
and values of City of Sanctuary and has committed to working 
towards the award 



Membership Pledge
• We support the ‘City of Sanctuary’ vision that the UK will be a welcoming 

place of safety for all and proud to offer sanctuary to people fleeing 
violence and persecution.

• We endorse the City of Sanctuary Charter, and agree to act in 
accordance with City of Sanctuary values and apply the network 
principles within our work.

• We recognise the contribution of people seeking sanctuary. People 
seeking sanctuary  are welcomed, included and supported within our 
context. 

• We agree to work towards a City of Sanctuary Local Authority 
Award with the aim of becoming a recognised Council of Sanctuary. 

https://la.cityofsanctuary.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/166/2020/11/Council-of-Sanctuary-Award-Minimum-Criteria.FINAL_.pdf
https://la.cityofsanctuary.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/166/2020/11/Council-of-Sanctuary-Award-Minimum-Criteria.FINAL_.pdf


How will the network deliver?
Story so far …
•  Awards process and guidelines; 
•  Website  (https://la.cityofsanctuary.org/)
•  Annual Plenary meeting 

Consultation: What ideas do you have….. ?

Sharing good 
practice: Case 

Studies 
Newsletters

Thematic 
Network 
Meetings 

Peer to peer 
support 

https://la.cityofsanctuary.org/


 The Process:
•Learn
•Embed
•Share

Council of Sanctuary Award

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S-UkJQSX15g


Council of Sanctuary Award
    The procedure 
Step 1 - Pledge support 
Step 2 - Join the Local Authority Network 
Step 3 - Produce an Action Plan 
Step 4 - Apply for recognition 
Step 5 - The nomination will be appraised
Step 6 - Council of Sanctuary logo 
Step 7 - Celebration event  
Step 8 - Three year re-appraisal 



Council of Sanctuary Award criteria 

• Join the City of Sanctuary Local Authority Network 
• Pass a council motion setting out commitment to being a 
place of sanctuary

• Commit to working with the local City of Sanctuary 
• Show evidence of the work with the local City of Sanctuary 
group and receive their endorsement

• Produce a written strategy 



Thank you 
Contributing to the movement by promoting a culture of welcome

https://cityofsanctuary.org/

https://cityofsanctuary.org/

