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For the purpose of this campaign we

hope the readers will find useful knowing

about a number of relevant initiatives are

already taking place in the borough. We

want to recognise the importance of

these and welcome the opportunity to

work more closely with these groups in

order to make Lewisham a true Borough

of Sanctuary.

Syrian Vulnerable Person's Resettlement Scheme (SVPR) and Vulnerable Children’s
Resettlement Scheme

Lewisham Refugee Welcome (LRW)

Lift the Ban

Remove embedded Home Office staff from Council offices

South London Citizens (Citizens UK)



The online survey was answered by 20 people. And there

were more than 30 individuals taking part in community-

run listening exercises held from April-June 2019.

Listening exercises allowed participants to share their

thoughts and opinions on what a Borough of Sanctuary

could and should look like.

Here we present a summary of the issues which came up

during the consultation.

1. Accessing employment and work experience

You usually can’t volunteer unless you’re referred to it. If
you walk in somewhere, they won’t let you volunteer even though you’re not being
paid. They should be more open to people who just walk in

Even when you have status, places discriminate and they don’t think you can do
the work. Businesses should be more accepting and understanding

2. Access to healthcare

Sometimes when you go to the hospital or the doctors, they report you to Home Office
and the police come looking for you soon My friend who
had liver cancer couldn’t get her treatment on time because of her status. When she
got the treatment, they asked her to pay. They still send letters to her children and
husband to pay for the bill

3. Bank Accounts



4. Discrimination

You’re
always asked for your status, it prevents you from accessing the services you need. This
happens when we go to the doctors, ask for help for housing and benefit issues

Lewisham is one of the friendliest boroughs I have lived in
friendlier than other boroughs in London

5. Knowing your rights

Know their rights and responsibilities so that you would be treated better



"It would be good to be accompanied us to housing agencies and other public
services so we will be treated better or send you with letters from them to show
wherever you go"

"Create spaces for people to come together and eat – build connections, also provide
spaces for people to access info and signposting"

"Set up a 'bank buddying scheme' - currently being piloted by Rushey Green Time
Bank. This could support RASM communities and provide informal 1:1 language
support through the time bank members"

"Do not ask for unnecessary ID such as passports; instead, recognise other forms of
valid ID for work experience and volunteering"

"Offer work experience to RASM, so that we can increase our chances of getting
employed in the future"

"Donate to local organisations supporting refugees, asylum seekers, and migrants -
in kind and money donations are both very useful"

"Housing providers should stop sharing information with immigration law
enforcement officers and the Home Office"

"Provide information and guides on how to access public services, provide information
on which services are available in the borough".



General recommendations Recommendations for the Local Authority





For more information visit

www.lrmn.org.uk

www.lewisham.cityofsanctuary.org

Or contact us at

info@lrmn.org.uk or 020 8694 0323

www.facebook.com/LRMNetwork

www.twitter.com/LRMNetwork

www.twitter.com/LewishSanctuary
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Network

341 Evelyn Street
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