
Hello, and welcome to the
December edition of our
newsletter, and the last of
2021. We've had a brilliant
autumn here at Bradford City
of Sanctuary with events,
sessions, good news stories
and more! As we near the
festival break, we hope you
enjoy reading about our
work, and wish you a restful
festive period.
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These introductory training sessions are back up and running in
person and since our last newsletter, we've delivered at the Millside
Centre and at a local Hotel, with a brilliant response - 100% of the

people who attended have since signed up to a volunteering role, or
to a consultation with the Volunteer Centre to help find them a role

in the City.
 

We will continue to deliver these sessions in the new year and so if
you, or someone you know would benefit, please GET IN TOUCH .

mailto:info@bradford.cityofsanctuary.org


Schools of Sanctuary
The Schools of Sanctuary project has been working with

schools across Bradford during the autumn term. As
always, we offer support to existing Schools of Sanctuary
and schools who are interested in applying for the free

award. 
This term, we have been pleased to work with IVE on the

Little Amal creative project with two of our Schools of
Sanctuary. In addition we are finalising details for some

exciting initiatives to be launched in the new year to help
schools prepare for Refugee Week in June 2022. 

 
Schools of Sanctuary have free training resources

available to deliver in schools, for both staff and students
and all schools in Bradford are encouraged to get in
touch and find out more about booking training and

applying for the free Schools of Sanctuary award. 
 

For more information, please check out the new schools
resource at https://schools.cityofsanctuary.org/resources

and contact Sarah at
schools@bradford.cityofsanctuary.org 

 
Sarah Cartin 

Project Coordinator, Bradford Schools of Sanctuary
 

https://www.walkwithamal.org/about-us/little-amal/
https://schools.cityofsanctuary.org/resources
mailto:schools@bradford.cityofsanctuary.org
mailto:schools@bradford.cityofsanctuary.org


We're really excited to be a part of the Unify
Festival in March of next year, and on the 26th
we will be hosting the Market Stall Event on the

Uni Campus. This will be an opportunity for local
charities and organisations to pitch their stall,
promote their work and offer any activities for
the passing public. If you would like to have a

stall on this market, please write to Mike with the
following details:

 
Organisation Name

Market Stall Proposal
Suggestions for performances / artists

Anything you may need providing
 

You can read more about the Unify Festival
HERE 

26th - 31st
March 2022

mailto:info@bradford.cityofsanctuary.org
https://www.bradford.ac.uk/events/unify/
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FARES
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We wanted to remind you that we recently
updated the Covid Information Document,

listing current local support in Bradford
during this challenging time. We know this

information will likely change week on week,
and we endeavour to keep it updated as
often as possible. Please click the image

below to view the document in full on our
website.

 
(If you need to add or change any of this information, please contact

Mike)
info@bradford.cityofsanctuary.org 

Support Available
During Covid

https://bradford.cityofsanctuary.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/12/2021/09/Bradford-Covid-Support-Document.pdf


UpdateUpdateUpdate
BRF were very pleased to take part in the Intercultured festival this year. Our

longstanding trustee Wellington took the lead on arranging a brilliant men’s event,
at the Delius Centre. The evening focused on mental health – an incredibly

important topic, and one that unfortunately can be difficult for men in particular to
be able to access support for, due to reasons like stigma. 

This event aimed to address this, and saw 3 fantastic speakers talking about
challenges to mental health, why it is so important to talk about things rather than
suffering in silence, coping strategies and ways to build wellbeing and resilience.
Men of different ages and backgrounds came together to listen and discuss. BRF

were pleased to have been able to host such a positive event, and people attending
agreed that there was a real need for more workshops like this in the future. 

Our befriending work continues, with our Coordinator Duncan working hard to
connect asylum seekers and refugees with volunteers, to help them know about
community groups and support. One of the people we have been in touch with
from the Afghan community let us know the difference this had made to him:

 
"Bradford Refugee Forum have helped me to find gym and English Class. 

BRF Volunteer helped me find more people from my country living in
Bradford and join a whatsapp group together. I can call the BRF

volunteer when I have a house problem, for language and other support
and for connecting me with other people and support groups.

I recommend Bradford Refugee Forum for my friends and other community
members."

 
Thank you to the Community Fund for their support of BRF to work with people in

refugee communities.
If you would like to learn more about our befriending work, and what to know more

about becoming a volunteer or how to refer someone, please email
info@bradfordrefugees.org.uk

mailto:info@bradfordrefugees.org.uk


In October, we were hugeley encouraged to be
joined by over 100 people in City Park, protesting
the new Nationality and Borders Bill. Although the

bill has since been passed, we know events like this
do make an impact on people and our voice

continued to be loud.You can read more about the
event HERE, and you can learn more about the new

bill HERE. 
 

If you or your organisations would like to learn
more about getting involved and doing more,

please click HERE

SOLIDARITY

https://www.thetelegraphandargus.co.uk/news/19667362.hundred-show-solidarity-refugees-bradford-protest-new-government-bill/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kUHnL1u2ZC0&t=1s
https://togetherwithrefugees.org.uk/


We're very excited public voting is live for the 5th
Charity Film Awards. It's time to get as many votes as

possible to give your film a chance of winning. 
As a reminder, the charities with the highest votes

make it onto the shortlist. Our judges will then score
your films and decide the ultimate winners. You also
have the chance to win a 'People's Choice' award in
your category if you get the most votes on your film

in the second round of public voting, which will
begin in early 2022. 

 
This year in collaboration with SBC and UNify

festival, Pishdad's fantastic film was created - and is
now up for your choice!

 
You can watch the vote for this film here:

https://smileymovement.org/organisations/bradfor
d-city-of-sanctuary

 
Thank you!

https://www.sbctheatre.co.uk/productions/stand-and-be-counted
https://www.bradford.ac.uk/events/unify/
https://smileymovement.org/organisations/bradford-city-of-sanctuary


As many of you will know, Bradford proudly became
Nationally recognised as 'City of Sanctuary' in 2010,
displaying a commitment to creating a city that is

more inclusive and welcoming, where those seeking
sanctuary can enrich our city, and be recognised for

their contributions.
 

However, over the past year Bradford Council have
been working to deepen this commitment by applying
to become a Local Authority of Sanctuary. This week it
was announced that this application was successful,
acting as another reassuring move for those seeking

sanctuary in Bradford.
 

This important award not only recognises the range
and depth of goodwill and support within the council
for those currently seeking sanctuary, but a history

that includes becoming a first Home Office dispersal
city in 1999, and one of the first (and still very few)

cities participating in the UNHCR Refugee
Resettlement programmes. We look forward to

continuing to work closely with the council in the years
to come as we extend the vision of sanctuary in the

city. You can read more HERE

CONGRATULATIONS!

https://la.cityofsanctuary.org/
https://la.cityofsanctuary.org/
https://www.thetelegraphandargus.co.uk/news/19770812.bradford-awarded-local-authority-sanctuary-status/


Follow us!

Facebook

Website

Twitter

Click the links below to follow, share and read more

Or you can email us HERE

You can call us on: 07380671998

https://www.facebook.com/Bradcityofsanctuary
https://bradford.cityofsanctuary.org/
https://twitter.com/BradfordCoS
https://bradford.cityofsanctuary.org/contact

