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As we reflect on the challenges and triumphs of the
past year, it becomes clear that the essence of our
mission - welcome, compassion, and kindness -
resonates more powerfully than ever across Britain.

In the face of formidable obstacles, our networks
have grown at an extraordinary rate. The more this
government prioritises hostility and division -
through the Nationality and Borders Act; the Rwanda
policy; or housing people in unsafe barracks and
barges - the more people are driven to resist by
volunteering, campaigning or speaking up for refugee
rights.

A defining moment for us was when our Schools of
Sanctuary programme faced an attack by GB News,
led by Nigel Farage. The outpouring of support from
within our sector, from individuals across the
movement, and newfound allies was nothing short of
incredible.

Impact report 2023

With politics so divisive and the far right on the rise,
the current landscape is at a critical juncture, with
our communities facing the risk of fragmentation.

In response to this pressing need, we have
developed and are now implementing a new
programme specifically designed to bridge divides
and encourage individuals to stand up for refugee
rights.

As we navigate these challenging times, our little
team of 12 finds solace and inspiration in the
resilience of our network and the unwavering
support from all corners. This impact report serves
as a testament to our shared dedication to creating a
more compassionate and inclusive society.

Thank you for being an integral part of this journey.



WE ARE BUILDING A MOVEMENT OF WELCOME




F

Y . L
03 | City of S ary UK
0o




Openness

Inclusivity

We welcome
and respect
everyone, place g
the highest
value on
diversity and
are committed
to equality.

We are

committed to a
culture of
collaboration
across our
networks and in
partnership with

others.

Photo: Hastings Community of Sanctuary

Participation

People seeking
sanctuary are
involved in all
areas and are
supported to

become leaders

in this
movement.

Inspiration

We work with
enthusiasm and
positivity and
are determined
to surpass what
has already
been achieved
to create
welcome.
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GUIRIRE

Integrity

We should
welcome people,
celebrate their
contributions
and support
them to
integrate and
thrive.
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SANCTUARY AWARDS
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https://cityofsanctuary.org/awards/
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Local Authorities

engaged in 2022.
56 in the network
and 12 awarded

Schools of
Sanctuary.

137 awarded in
2023

Local City of
Sanctuary groups.

8 joined in 2023 Faith of Sanctuary

awards. 15 awarded
in 2023

Garden and Green
Spaces of
Sanctuary awards

Universities of

Sanctuary.
7 .
zoa%/\:/”arded 4 Arts Organisations ngg{m’ gl el
%Saﬁmﬁy in 2023 L e
Maternity Awards
Colleges of
Sanctuary.

People registered
to attend 55 of
our webinars and
online events in
2023

9 awarded in 2023
awarded in Eibrary Services of

Sanctuary. 8
awarded in 2023
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https://data.cityofsanctuary.org/groups/list
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UNIVERSITIES OF SANCTUARY



https://scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk/universities-of-sanctuary-award-courses/
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Photo: St Mary's, School of Sanctuary, Bi
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ARTS NETWORK OF SANCTUAF

eatre Company of Sanctuary
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From taking mobile libraries to asylum
accommodation and stocking books in
different languages to hosting ESOL classes,
signposting support services and offering free
IT subscriptions, libraries often offer the first
warm welcome a new arrival receives.

There are now 22 awarded Library Services of
Sanctuary - in total that’s almost 400
libraries around the UK who are recognised
by the award.

7 of these awards were given in 2023,
resulting in almost 200 additional libraries,
including Essex Libraries which is the second
largest service in the UK with 74 branches.

Over the year we ran 3 info sessions for
libraries and supported over 20 to start their
journeys to becoming a place of sanctuary.
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MATERNITY AND HEAL
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FAITHS

City of Sanctuary is made up of people from - ’ =
all faiths a -~ .

The concepts o ctuary and Hospitality are
thousands of years old and they are evident
in Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, th
Baha’i Faith, Sikhism and in Hinduism.

Across our network, many different faith
groups support the City of Sanctuary
movement and welcome people seeking
sanctuary, often providing significant
practical support that makes a real difference
to their lives.

There are now 18 Faith Sanctuary Awards,
including churches, cathedrals, mosques and
more, of which 15 were given in 2023.

ary, Reading



There are 8 active groups in Wales and we are
supporting 1 other to re-establish. We are delighted
that there are also now 40 awarded institutions and
organisations in Wales, including 30 Schools of
Sanctuary - 15 of these were awarded in 2023. A
further 74 schools are working towards the award -
these new schools are in part down to our ongoing
partnership with the Church in Wales.

In November we ran a Sanctuary in Politics course in Swansea - 15 participants took part along with 10
mentors to support the participants in their final project. These participants were also given the opportunity
to take part in Sanctuary in the Senedd where they delivered impactful speeches on key issues that have
affected the lives of people seeking sanctuary and outlined tangible asks to members of the Senedd in the
hope to feed into the Nation of Sanctuary plan.

In response to Welsh Government’s announcement to refresh the Nation of Sanctuary action plan, our Wales
Coordinator has joined a working group to ensure that Sanctuary Ambassadors voices are included.



SCOTLAND NORTHERN IRELAND
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This year saw the The ionality anc
come into for ne of the largest ro
rights that thm-tw has ever seen.
before been so important to stand up
to encourage others to do the same.

™

In response, we designed and launc
Sanctuary, a new programme desig upp
people who may have little or no pre car
experience to recognise their power in maki
to speak up for refugee rights and to superc s ,
efforts to build welcoming and compassionate ~ ‘ 3 .' : 2 o
communities - because real democracy is abot ge tting e
out there, standing up for what you believe inand =
speaking up for the values that you live by.
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Our Theory of Change is built around the idea that if peop f"
chance to come together and recognise their shared humanit
then more likely to stand up for each other’s rights. Compassm\
action. This programme super charges that idea. In 2023 we deli

programme three times with over 400 attendees.
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https://cityofsanctuary.org/about/

SPREADING LOVE
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https://sanctuary-store.teemill.com/

JOIN THE MOVEMENT

Volunteer Get up to date

Donate Campaign



https://cityofsanctuary.org/groups/
https://cityofsanctuary.org/streams-and-group-activities/
https://www.totalgiving.co.uk/donate/city-of-sanctuary-uk
https://data.cityofsanctuary.org/newsletter
https://cityofsanctuary.org/groups/
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Our little team would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to all our supporters who have chipped into our
fundraisers, bought our merch and help us plan for for the future through monthly direct debits. We would like
to say a very special thank you to the following charitable funds and trusts - without your support, we simply
would not have been able to achieve all the incredible things listed in this impact report. Thank you!

J LEON GROUP
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