
 

CITY OF SANCTUARY/SCHOOLS OF SANCTUARY – SCHOOL ENGAGEMENT 
Interna9onal Migrants Day 2022 

Since 2000, Interna9onal Migrants Day (IMD) is celebrated around the world on 18 
December. The day, and o@en the weeks around it, provides an opportunity to celebrate and 
reinforce migrants’ achievements and contribuGons, to mobilize poliGcal will to address key 
challenges, and to educate and spark debate with the public. Since 2021, to mark the day, 
the InternaGonal OrganizaGon for MigraGon (IOM) in the UK in partnership with IMIX are 
leading an engagement iniGaGve under the theme of #ItTakesACommunity to reflect on the 
role of migrants in our socieGes, their posiGve contribuGon and the challenges they face in 
achieving their full potenGal and capabiliGes. This day is also a reminder that human rights 
are not ‘earned’ by virtue of being a hero or a vicGm, but are an enGtlement of everyone, 
regardless of origin, age, gender and status. The aim of the #ItTakesACommunity 
engagement iniGaGve is to promote and facilitate parGcipaGon by civil society organisaGons 
in the celebraGons for InternaGonal Migrants Day.  

The purpose of this handout is to idenGfy creaGve ways to engage schools across the 
country in the #ItTakesACommunity naGonal iniGaGve, in collaboraGon with City of 
Sanctuary and through their Schools of Sanctuary and, by doing so, to raise awareness 
among the youth of the posiGve contribuGon of migraGon to the UK communiGes. 

The suggesGon is to share with schools some simple acGviGes that can be carried out to 
mark InternaGonal Migrants Day 2022 (18th December 2022), with a focus on the week 
11-18th December.  

TwiHer is the main channel we are using during the week 11-18 December to create a 
posiGve discussion on social media around migraGon. To help us amplify your iniGaGves and 
contribute to the posiGve discussion around migraGon, it is important that schools share 
pictures of ac9vi9es they are doing, especially on TwiHer, during the week 11-18th 
December, using the hashtag #ItTakesACommunity and tagging: 

@IOM_UK  
@UNMigra9on  
@IMIX_UK  
@SchsofSanctuary  
@CityofSanctuary 

**** 
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https://unitedkingdom.iom.int/
https://imix.org.uk/
https://schools.cityofsanctuary.org/about


 

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES FOR SCHOOLS 

1) AWARD A BLUE PLAQUE –Primary/Secondary  

● Research the contribuGon of people from migrant backgrounds to your community. 
This could involve walking around the local area and asking students to look out for 
different examples of buildings, restaurants and shops that reflect different cultures 
and backgrounds and make your community what it is today. AlternaGvely, you could 
idenGfy a notable person (or people!), past/present, from your community with a 
migratory background and ask students to either research them or interview them, 
reflecGng on the ways in which they contributed and enriched your local area. 

● Discuss how migraGon makes your community what it is today, and how 
#ItTakesACommunity to make your local area a place you now all call home.  

● Organise a school/classroom contest to decide a message recognising how migrant 
have enriched your local area, for a message to be included       on a Blue Plaque 
celebraGng your local area’s migrant community. Example 
in the picture. 

● Create/draw/print a Blue Plaque to celebrate this 
contribuGon and include the winning message on it! You 
can use the plaque template provide. 

● Don’t forget to add the hashtag #ItTakesACommunity on 
the plaque.    

● IMPORTANT: During the week 12-18 December 2022, share 
a picture showcasing the plaque on Twi^er (school 
account); include the hashtag #ItTakesACommunity and 
tags 
@IOM_UK  
@UNMigra9on  
@IMIX_UK  
@SchsofSanctuary  
@CityofSanctuary 

 2

In the news: Blue plaque celebra,ng 
migrant history to be unveiled at 
Too,ng Market COMPETITION 
WINNER: Edward Mears’s words were 
selected to be on the plaque a>er he 
won a compe@@on between local 
primary schools. CREDIT: Geoff 
Simmons 

https://www.swlondoner.co.uk/news/24082022-blue-plaque-celebrating-migrant-history-to-be-unveiled-at-tooting-market
https://www.swlondoner.co.uk/news/24082022-blue-plaque-celebrating-migrant-history-to-be-unveiled-at-tooting-market
https://www.swlondoner.co.uk/news/24082022-blue-plaque-celebrating-migrant-history-to-be-unveiled-at-tooting-market


 

        

● FOLLOW UP, PLACEMENT OF A REAL BLUE PLAQUE REAL BLUE PLAQUE:  
Following the example of the community Too@ng, why not get students to 
write a leMer to their local council/ MP sharing what they have learnt and 
done, and asking for an ‘official’ blue plaque to be installed to celebrate local 
migrants. You can use the leMer template included. 
 
 

2) CREATE YOUR COMMUNITY PAPERCHAIN–  Primary 
      

● Research the story of people from migrant backgrounds 
in your community  

● Draw them in a paperchain: they can be people 
currently living/working in your community and/or 
public figures from the past.  
 

● IMPORTANT: During the week 12-18 December 2022, share a picture showcasing the 
paperchain on Twi^er (school account); include the hashtag #ItTakesACommunity 
and tags 
@IOM_UK  
@UNMigra9on  
@IMIX_UK  
@SchsofSanctuary  
@CityofSanctuary 

*** 

MORE INFORMATION ABOUT INTERNATIONAL MIGRANTS DAY IN THE UK 

Interna9onal Migrants Day 
In 2000, the United NaGons General Assembly declared 18 December as InternaGonal 
Migrants Day, marking a day every year to reflect on the role of migrants in our socieGes, 
their posiGve contribuGons and the challenges they face in achieving their full potenGal and 
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capabiliGes. This day is also a reminder that human rights are not ‘earned’ by virtue of being 
a hero or a vicGm, but are an enGtlement of everyone, regardless of origin, age, gender and 
status. IMD is an opportunity to promote an informed and balanced conversaGon on 
migraGon and to share the stories, experiences, aspiraGons of migrants in their 
communiGes. The theme for this year’s InternaGonal Migrants Day is ‘It Takes A Community’. 
The theme reminds us of our interdependence, our common humanity, and the unique 
contribuGons we collecGvely make to our shared communiGes. Find out more about 
InternaGonal Migrants Day in the UK here. 

Interna,onal Migrants Day in the UK is an ini,a,ve by IOM UK in collabora,on with IMIX. 

IOM 
The InternaGonal OrganizaGon for MigraGon (IOM) is the leading intergovernmental 
organizaGon in the field of migraGon and is commi^ed to the principle that humane and 
orderly migraGon benefits migrants and society. IOM is part of the United NaGons system. 
IOM supports migrants across the world and works in emergency situaGons, developing the 
resilience of all people on the move, and parGcularly those in situaGons of vulnerability. The 
OrganizaGon is guided by the principles enshrined in the Charter of the United NaGons, 
including upholding human rights for all. Find out more about the InternaGonal OrganizaGon 
for MigraGon (IOM) in the United Kingdom here. 

IMIX 
IMIX is a team of professional communicaGon experts who want to change the conversaGon 
about migraGon and refugees to create a more welcoming society. IMIX works closely with 
organisaGons across the refugee and migraGon sector to train, support and build 
communicaGons capacity. Find out about IMIX here. 

*** 

Is your school already running projects/events on migra@on? We can provide visibility to your 
exis@ng projects and ac@vi@es on the na@onal Interna@onal Migrants Day plaVorm. Reflect 
on the poten@al links with the theme #ItTakesAcommunity and share with us your project. 

For more informa@on get in touch with Abir Soleiman asoleiman@iom.int.  
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https://imix.org.uk/international-migrants-day/
https://unitedkingdom.iom.int/
https://imix.org.uk/
https://imix.org.uk/international-migrants-day/
mailto:asoleiman@iom.int

