
SPEAKER BIOS

Yusuf Çiftçi Co-Chair of City of Sanctuary UK. Dr Yusuf Çiftçi is a campaigner and
researcher for refugee and migrant rights. He works as a Policy and
Advocacy Manager – Participation Lead at Doctors of the World (Médecins
du Monde) leading participation projects with experts by experience of
health exclusion and asylum system. Yusuf volunteers at the VOICES
Network to improve the UK immigration system through his lived
experience. He was involved in organising Sanctuary in Politics course
and supporting Sanctuary Ambassadors. He holds a PhD in Politics and
International Relations from the University of Southampton and researches
about asylum policy, coproduction, and refugee and migrant health.

Rebecca
Joy Novell

Co-Chair of City of Sanctuary UK. Rebecca is the Refugee Resettlement
and Asylum Dispersal Lead for Lancashire County Council and
coordinates the housing and casework provision for over 700 refugees.
She has previously worked in refugee camps in both Greece and France
and founded Lancaster and Morecambe City of Sanctuary in 2015 upon
return from one of her trips to ‘The Jungle’ in Calais. Rebecca previously
managed Marsh Community Centre which was awarded The Guardian
Charity of the Year Award for its community integration work. Rebecca is a
Qualified Social Worker and previously specialised in Criminal Justice,
holding jobs in London as a Gangs Worker and in New Orleans as a
Mitigation Investigator on Death Row.

Will
Sutcliffe

Chair of Bradford City of Sanctuary. Will has chaired Bradford CoS since
2008. His background is in local authority social work and project
management. He also runs a small hosting project for destitute asylum
seekers with BEACON and for several years until early 2020 he chaired
Abigail Housing.



Inderjit
Bhogal

Inderjit Singh Bhogal founded City of Sanctuary, alongside Craig Barnett, in
Sheffield in 2005. He is a leading Theologian and Methodist Minister; a
former President of the Methodist Conference and former Leader of the
Corrymeela Community. Inderjit was born into a Sikh family in Nairobi and
came with them in 1964 to live in Dudley, West Midlands. Inderjit lived in
Wolverhampton for 8 years where he helped to establish one of the first
interfaith groups in the UK and was Co-ordinator of the Group between
1984–1987. Inderjit then lived in Sheffield where he worked in Multi-Faith
inner city contexts. He established a Christian–Muslim Group out of which
grew the Sheffield Interfaith Group. He has also organised Christian–Muslim
Peace walks in the City. Inderjit helped to start Sheffield’s ‘Homeless and
Rootless at Christmas’ project.

Zahra Niazi Strategic Equality, Diversity & Inclusion Lead with Migration Yorkshire.
Zahra is the Strategic Equalities, Diversity and Inclusion Lead for the
Wellbeing Board to coordinate EDI across the strategic partnerships within
the district. Previously Programme Lead for Bradford Council. Zahra is the
co-chair of the Regional Refugee Integration Network. Born in Pakistan
and raised in Bradford, Zahra is deeply committed to the city and its
people. Zahra is also the Director of Impact Hub and has previously been
a Public Governor for the Care Trust. Zahra was Leader of the Year for
Bradford Council in 2020, a finalist for Emerging Leader for the Northern
Asian Powerlist in 2020, the top most influential South Asians in Bradford
as highlighted by Asian Standard and Young Leader Award by the Young
Professionals Society in 2021.

Liz
Maddocks

Integration & Partnerships Officer with Migration Yorkshire. Co-chair the
Regional Refugee Integration Forum. Liz has worked in the refugee sector
for over 15 years. Since 2016 Liz has been an Integration & Partnerships
Officer with Migration Yorkshire - supporting Local Authorities and other
key partners to manage migration positively for the benefit of all, on issues
such as asylum dispersal. Liz is currently coordinating the Regional
Refugee Integration Forum, engaging a wide range of sector leaders and
key stakeholders from across Yorkshire & Humber to promote refugee
integration.

Rawand
Ahmed

Refugee & Migrant Participation Officer at Migration Yorkshire and is the
co-chair of the regional Refugee Integration Forum. Rawand was born in
the Kurdistan Region of Iraq.Rawand joined Migration Yorkshire to
enhance participation practice and to build the infrastructure to support the
positive participation of people with diverse migration experiences across
the region, including the Resettlement Programme’s Refugee Advisory
Group. Rawand is active in several capacities with different communities
and organisations including RETAS (Refugee Education Training Advice
Service), where he is a trustee.



Victoria
Ledwidge

Integration and Partnership Officer at Migration Yorkshire, the Strategic
Migration Partnership for Yorkshire and Humber. Previously from the
Voluntary and Community Sector  herself, now as part of her role she has
oversight of partnerships with the Voluntary and Community Sector across
the region.

Sabir Zazai City of Sanctuary UK Honorary President &  Chief Executive of the
Scottish Refugee Council. Sabir arrived in the UK from Afghanistan in
1999, and his work draws from his own experiences and expertise in
community integration and cohesion and refugee rights. He was previously
CEO of Coventry Refugee and Migrant Centre and is a Visiting Practice
Fellow at the Centre for Trust Peace and Social Relations at Coventry
University. Sabir currently chairs the Asylum Reform Initiative, and
Together with Refugees movement. In 2022, Sabir was awarded
Fellowship of the Royal Society of Edinburgh and also received an OBE

Alice
Mpofu-
Coles

City of Sanctuary UK trustee. Alice has spent over 19 years advocating for
refugees, she is Vice-Chair for the Alliance for Cohesion and Racial
Equality and a member of the Circle of Wise Women for Global Female
Wave of Change. She started participating in Universities of
Sanctuaries/Colleges of Sanctuary in the UK in 2019. Alice has a PhD in
Human Geography on Identity and Activities of Young Zimbabwean people
in the UK. She works as Research Assistant at the University of Reading,
and part of her role is being involved in Race Equality strategy at the
University of Reading. She is a Labour and Cooperative Party Local
Councillor for Whitley Ward since 2021.

Paul Hook Paul Hook has been the Director at Asylum Matters since May 2020,
leading all aspects of the team's collaborative local and national
campaigning. He has over 20 years' experience working in advocacy and
campaigning roles; and immediately prior to joining Asylum Matters he
worked at Refugee Action for five years as Advocacy Manager and Head
of Campaigns.

Helen
Tower

Project Manager at the Mental Health Foundation. Helen oversees the
partnership between Mental Health Foundation and City of Sanctuary, one
that is looking to promote and support good mental health and wellbeing
across the City of Sanctuary network. With a background in public health
and community wellbeing, Helen is passionate about addressing health
inequalities and facilitating environments where people are able to thrive



Larysa
Agbaso

Research Assistant at Mental Health Foundation. Before joining the Mental
Health Foundation, Larysa has taught English as a Foreign Language
abroad for over a decade. Since moving to the UK, she worked with adult
ESOL learners who found their new home in Wales. Informed by her own
experience of trauma and forced migration, she developed a passion in
understanding the impact of trauma on second language learning and
supporting people who experienced traumatic events. She holds an MA
Education (TESOL) from Cardiff Metropolitan University. She recently
received the first Nation of Sanctuary award in the voluntary category.

Julia
Rampen

Media Director at IMIX. Julia Rampen was a journalist and editor before
becoming IMIX's Media Director. She is based in Liverpool.

Displace
Yourself
Theatre

Displace Yourself Theatre are a Bradford based company who make work
which seeks to explore the narrative around displacement in the UK and
overseas through the power of theatre. DYT was founded in 2013 by Jen
Nevin and Mike Auger after their time spent working with a stateless
community on the Thai/ Myanmar border. DYT is a registered charity and
for ten years has regularly delivered creative projects for people with
experience of migration and displacement. Jen and Mike are actors,
directors and therapeutic movement practitioners who embed trauma
conscious processes throughout all of their work.

Friendship
Choir

Bradford Friendship Choir is a joyful singing sanctuary in Bradford, open to
everyone. They focus on welcoming and supporting refugees and people
seeking asylum and their friends, and on celebrating diversity through the
power of song. See website for more details:
www.bradfordfriendshipchoir.com

Fran
Wyburn

Friendship Choir leader, choir leader, songwriter, composer and musical
director. Fran has been delivering wellbeing music projects for over 20
years across diverse communities in the North of England. She completed
a Masters in Composition at Leeds College of Music in 2014 and helped
set up the choir in 2015. Fran loves the vibrancy, community and
friendships the choir has offered over the last 7 years and it is one of her
proudest projects.

http://www.bradfordfriendshipchoir.com

