
 

 

 

City of Sanctuary UK (Charitable Incorporated Organisation) 
Registered charity number 1184613 

Annual General Meeting 
Wednesday 24th June 2020 

1. Welcome and Introductions: Jonathan Ellis, Chair of Trustees, welcomed people 
to the first AGM of City of Sanctuary UK. 

2. Apologies: Suzanne Fletcher, Siegfried Breuning and John Leece Jones. 

3. Proposal to set up a City of Sanctuary Local Authority Network: 

Sian Summers-Rees summarised the proposals: 

 City of Sanctuary network includes towns, villages, boroughs, etc. 

 ‘Local Authority’ embraces all forms of local government 

 City of Sanctuary embraces over 110 groups and also streams 

 Covid-19 and Black Lives Matters present an opportunity to shift the focus 
and work towards creating a culture of welcome 

 A number of local authorities have committed to City of Sanctuary in a 
strategic way 

 Other local authorities have approached City of Sanctuary for information on 
aligning 

 A recognition process for local authorities was agreed in 2013 

 A review has asked what recognition meant in the twenty-first century 

 Challenges include: 
o diversity in our network 
o not all local authorities want to commit 
o flexibility of grassroots network but unified vision of welcome 
o hostile environment versus welcoming environment 

 An extensive consultation process reached the clear conclusion that this 
resolution is the best way forward 

Ben Margolis explained that the process had been both challenging and exciting. 
He affirmed that much that is good and valued will not change; what will change 
is the approach that has historically been taken leading to recognition. 

 Aim of process is to embed the culture of welcome in local authorities 

 Minimum criteria: 
o to pass a motion 
o to sign up the charter and make a public commitment 
o to evidence their commitment 
o to get involved in campaigns 
o to have a written strategy 
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o to provide contact details 

Ben Margolis and Sian Summers-Rees responded to questions and observations 
from participants and agreed to consult further on the wording for local 
authorities that gain recognition and become part of the Local Authority City of 
Sanctuary Network. 

Resolution 1: 
To accept the proposal to set up a City of Sanctuary Local Authority 
Network. 

Resolution 1 was unanimously approved (67 votes for, 0 votes against) 

4. Election of Trustees: 

In accordance with the resolution passed on 15th May 2018, all initial Trustees of 
the CIO shall be the current Trustees of City of Sanctuary.  AND in accordance 
with clause 13 of the constitution “At the first annual general meeting of the 
members of the CIO all the charity trustees shall retire from office”.  

The following trustees will therefore retire; Jonathan Ellis, Andrew White, Joseph 
Chivayo, Caroline Beatty, Jeff Morgan, Herbert Dirahu and Pam Inder.  With the 
exception of Caroline Beatty, all are standing for re-election. 

The chair drew attention to the need for the trustees to include people with 
lived experience.  Representatives of the Operations Group are now joining 
trustees’ meetings as visitors on a rota basis and their perspectives are vital and 
greatly appreciated. 

Thanks were expressed to Caroline Beatty for her contribution to City of 
Sanctuary as she steps down as a Trustee. 

Recognition that balance (gender and BAME) is an issue on the board of trustees 
that needs to be addressed 

Resolution 2: 
To re-elect Jonathan Ellis, Andrew White, Joseph Chivayo, Jeff Morgan, 
Herbert Dirahu and Pam Inder to the board of trustees. 

Resolution 2 was unanimously approved (59 votes for, 0 votes against) 

Resolution 3: 
To elect Ben Margolis, Richard Williams and Adrian Bulley to the board 
of trustees. 

Resolution 3 was unanimously approved (61 votes for, 0 votes against) 

5. Other Business: 

Thanks were expressed to Jonathan Ellis for chairing, and to Joanna Spooner for 
the technical arrangements.  Thanks were also expressed to Bradford for their 
willingness to host the meeting. 
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